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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

WALANO MOVES BACK TO THE CATCHING POSITION

Cougars, SPF Raiders Clash
In Summer Baseball Game

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With no county title on the line, no
state sectional title on the line and no
conference title on the line, the high
school aged Cranford Cougars and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
worked on their skills in a non-league
game of summer baseball at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on June 22.

The score, which was 9-0 in
Cranford’s favor, was not meant to be
a major factor, because the primary
focus of the coaches was to allow the
younger players to gain experience,
while the veterans worked on honing
their skills.

Since the Raiders have graduated
eight of their nine starters and their
numbers 1 and 2 pitchers from the
high school varsity squad, their work
was indeed cut out for them. Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock started
Brett Kovacs on the mound. Sean
Reilly pitched the fourth inning, Steve
Alleman pitched the fourth and fifth
innings, and Steve D’Angelo relieved
in the seventh.

“We have been playing well. In our
[American] Legion League, we are
4-4-1. Our four losses were all one-
run losses in the last at bats by the
opponents. We were in there every
game, battling,” he said. “Today we
picked up Cranford as an out-of-
league game. I wanted our guys to see
what the best team in the county

looks like. I can see today, for the first
time of the summer, the young guys
kind of sit back and watching instead
of going out and attacking. Today we
took a step back being in the awe of
Cranford.”

The Cougars started several of their
veterans but gave everybody on their
roster a chance to play. Junior Eric
Walano, who played right field dur-
ing the high school season, got back
to his old position as catcher.

Noting the difference, Walano said,
“Right field is a different form of
baseball, but it feels great to get back
in the catching spot. The catching
coach was here today. He was help-
ing me out a lot. It’s going to take a
few games to get back in the swing of
things, but I just got to rub off the rust
and get back into it. The coaches are
being very patience, letting me do my
own thing and working back into it.”

“Eric is a perfect example of what
we want to have in our program,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said. “He graciously went
to right field. He agreed that it would
help the team, having his athletic
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Lefty Pat Knight mixed his wicked
breaking ball well with his fastball
placements and the offense unloaded
with several long balls en route to a
12-2, four-inning Cranford victory
over Westfield Blue in the Cal Ripken
12-year-old District 12 baseball Tour-
nament at Gumbert 3 Field in
Westfield on June 25.

With a 14-hit attack, the Cougars
showed their remarkable resilience

after being victims of an 11-2 rout at
the bats of the Westfield White team
coached by Mike Murray just a few
days prior to the meeting with the
Westfield Blue.

“We played nine games in nine
days. I told the boys you can’t get too
high when you win a game and you
can’t get too low when we get knocked
around a little bit. Mike Murray and
the Westfield White team put a whip-
ping on us,” Cougar coach Joe Norton
said. “The great thing is you get an

opportunity to come back the next
day. We rebounded nicely today.”

Knight obviously pitched “lights
out” to hold the aggressive Westfield
Blue offense to just a double and a
single, while walking three and strik-
ing out four in his three innings on the
mound. Reliever Sean Leahey retired
all three batters in the fourth. Rarely
do competitors of a 12-year-old age
group get an opportunity to witness
such a vigorous breaking ball, and

Cougars Top WF Blue, 12-2,
In Ripken District Tourney

KNIGHT TOSSES TWO-HITTER; BALLAS, KANE HOMER

Lady Cougars Capture Sixth
At ‘New Balance’ Nationals

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four Cranford High School girls
made a worthwhile trip even more
worthwhile by placing sixth in the
shuttle hurdles at the New Balance
National track & field meet in Greens-
boro, N.C. on June 18 and 19.

The journey and experience itself
was a wonder. “The kids and parents
arrived in Greensboro late Wednes-
day evening and the coaches, Eliza
Kelton and myself, arrived Thursday
afternoon,” Cougar Head Coach Pe-
ter Kane said. “The kids got to relax
all day Thursday before we got there,
and we went to the track. We had a
light pre-practice at the facility on
Thursday then went to dinner with all
the athletes, coaches, parents and
families, that is 16 people in total!
After dinner, lights out!”

The Cougars arrived at the track at
7:45 a.m. for a 9 a.m. race. There
were two heats and the Cougars were
in the first heat.

“We had a good race that saw
several PR’s. Our splits were in
order: Rebecca Shimonov (17.0),
Megan Schetelich (16.8), Bryanna
Grant (16.2) and Kelly Burke (14.8).
Initially we left the track believing
we finished seventh and just missed
the Top 6 that would have made the
girls All American,” coach Kane
related. “I then heard from one of
the writers for The Star-Ledger that
we took sixth and he congratulated

the girls. I didn’t believe him so I
looked it up online. One of the teams
was disqualified for pushing a
hurdle and that is illegal. That put
us in sixth.

When the girls found out, they were
screaming and shouting, and Bryanna
was even dancing in the department
store that her mother and she were in
after the meet. Bryanna is not one to
even talk very often,
but she was screaming
and dancing in the
aisles. That’s what it’s
all about!”

Coach Kane added,
“These girls trained
and trained and
trained, they knew that
they were good
enough, and they went
after it. It was a very
emotional hour after
the race when they
went from tears of
devastation to screams
of elation. It was one
of the greatest feel-
ings for coach Kelton
and I to see them so
pumped up.”

Kelly Burke came
back to the track to
jump later in the evening and her
teammates came to watch as well.

“Although she did not jump as well
as she would have liked, she placed
13th and capped off an amazing sea-

son and high school career, one that I
consider myself lucky to been a part
of and one that I will never forget,”
said coach Kane.

“The parents and their families
were amazing once again. They all
traveled nine hours to watch a 65-
second race and they loved it. We
always go out to dinner as a huge
group and enjoy each other’s com-

pany. The experiences that these kids
get to have are largely due to the
parents, who make it possible for
them. We as a coaching staff really
appreciate them.”

Summer Sports:
Look for Summer
Men’s Softball and
Youth Baseball on the
Cougar Online
Exclusive Pages:
Cranford Coaches who want
their teams covered, please

call Assistant Publisher/
Sports Editor Dave Corbin
at (908) 232-4407 or e-mail

dcorbin@goleader.com
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
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The Cranford/Westfield Blue and the Cranford/SPF Games are also in the printed Westfield Leader newspaper

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING IN STRONG PITCHING TIME…Cranford starting pitcher Kurt Rutmeyer recorded three strikeouts and
allowed only two hits with no runs against the Raiders in four innings.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING IN UNDER THE TAG…Cougar Jordan Marchese gets under the tag of Westfield Blue third baseman Jared
Glassman for a stolen base in the first inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament.

HAPPY COACH…Cranford Head Coach Pete Kane
displays his girls’ All-American certificate.

ALL-AMERICANS…Pictured, left to right, Rebecca Shimonov, Megan Schetelich, Bryanna Grant and Kelly Burke show
their All-American certificates then turn around and show their All-American T-shirts. The girls finished sixth in the
shuttle hurdles at the New Balance National track & field meet in Greensboro, S.C.


