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WALANO MOVES BACK TO THE CATCHING POSITION

Cougars, SPF Raiders Clash
In Summer Baseball Game

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With no county title on the line, no
state sectional title on the line and no
conference title on the line, the high
school-aged Cranford Cougars and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
worked on their skills in a non-league
game of summer baseball at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on June 22.

The score, which was 9-0 in
Cranford’s favor, was not meant to be
a major factor, because the primary
focus of the coaches was to allow the
younger players to gain experience,
while the veterans worked on honing
their skills.

Since the Raiders have graduated
eight of their nine starters and their
numbers 1 and 2 pitchers from the
high school varsity squad, their work
was indeed cut out for them. Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock started
Brett Kovacs on the mound. Sean
Reilly pitched the fourth inning, Steve
Alleman pitched the fourth and fifth
innings, and Steve D’Angelo relieved
in the seventh.

“We have been playing well. In our
[American] Legion League, we are 4-
4-1. Our four losses were all one-run
losses in the last at-bats by the oppo-
nents. We were in there every game,
battling,” he said. “Today, we picked
up Cranford as an out-of-league game.
I wanted our guys to see what the best
team in the county looks like. I can see
today, for the first time of the summer,

the young guys kind of sit back and
watching instead of going out and
attacking. Today we took a step back
being in awe of Cranford.”

The Cougars started several of their
veterans but gave everybody on their
roster a chance to play. Junior Eric
Walano, who played right field dur-
ing the high school season, got back
to his old position as catcher.

Noting the difference, Walano said,
“Right field is a different form of
baseball, but it feels great to get back
in the catching spot. The catching
coach was here today. He was help-
ing me out a lot. It’s going to take a
few games to get back in the swing of
things, but I just got to rub off the rust
and get back into it. The coaches are
being very patience, letting me do my
own thing and working back into it.”

“Eric is a perfect example of what
we want to have in our program,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said. “He graciously went
to right field. He agreed that it would
help the team, having his athletic
ability out in right field.”

The first four innings, Walano
worked with pitcher Kurt Rutmeyer,
who struck out three, walked three
and allowed two hits. Rutmeyer ran
into a jam in the third inning with a
bases-loaded, no- out situation, but he
managed to escape the threat. He fin-
ished the fourth inning with a wicked
curveball for strike three. Vinnie
Colineri pitched the next three in-
nings, allowing two hits and a walk,
while fanning four. Both pitchers were
very effective with their breaking balls.

“Vinnie did an excellent job of
that, and Kurt did it when he needed
it most. His last pitch of the day was

a ‘filthy’ curveball. Anybody, who
was watching the game would know
it was nice to watch,” Walano said.
“Kurt ran into a little trouble in the
[third] inning, but he bore down and
pumped strikes. He got out of a tight
jam, and that’s what we need pitch-
ers to do. Vinnie was ‘lights out’ the
whole day.”

Anthony Scalfaro, Kevin Raszka,
Ryan Haggerty and Connor Thomp-
son got the Raiders’ only singles, while
the Cougars had 11 hits. Veterans Sean
Feeney had three hits and two RBI,
Mark Osofsky (RBI) had two hits and
two runs scored, and Walano doubled
and scored. Chris Folinose went 3-
for-3 with two RBI. Eric Gargiullo
tripled and scored twice.

The Cougars scored a run in the
second, fourth and fifth innings and
two more in the sixth. Several of
those runs were manufactured by run-
ners stealing second then by scoring
on successful hit-and-run plays.

“What this summer is about is just
trying to find out who can do what,
what we need to work on, what we
need to focus on, so hopefully next
year, we can be competitive,” said
coach McCaffrey. “Our style of ball
is to keep it moving, put the ball in
play and put pressure on our oppo-
nents. Today we were able to do that.”

“We have a lot of question marks,
a lot of guys fighting for spots. We are
here to see what these guys can do
and have an evaluation, so when we
go into March next year, we have an
idea what we are dealing with. With
some work, we are going to get there,”
coach Baylock said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 000 0 0
Cranford 010 112 4 9

MASSIMINO HRs, TRIPLES; LAVELLE HR, BABELA HR

Renda Roadmen Pave Way
To 13-5 Victory Over Awnings

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Power ball and some spectacular
fielding plays paved the way for un-
defeated 14-0, Renda Roads to rumble
over Awnings Galore (of Clark), 13-
5, in Union County (UC) Senior 50+
Men’s Softball League action at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains on
June 24.

Muscle was exercised across the
board in the Roadmen’s 21-hit pum-
meling, but the largest “Tower of
Power” was hitman Joe Massimino,
who mangled a two-run home run, an
RBI triple and an RBI single in his

four plate appearances. Only Awnings
centerfielder Frank D’Antico pre-
vented him from having a perfect
evening, when he snagged a hard
liner. D’Antico also added another
fine grab in centerfield.

Roadman Dave Lavelle also ham-
mered a two-run homer, singled and
added a third RBI, and Tony Will-
iams – not the lead singer of the
famous singing group known as the
Platters – tripled, singled twice and
scored twice. Larry Esoldi (run
scored) punched three one-run
singles, and Ed Belford belted a two-
run double, singled and scored once.

In his first two at bats, leadoff
batter Tom Straniero was fortunate to
reach base safely on errors. His close
friend Frank Pepe quickly noted, “The
guy’s got no stick yesterday. He’s got
no stick today.”

Straniero, who did score three times,
managed to hobble a single in his fourth
plate appearance. Pepe, on the other
hand, doubled and scored, and singled
twice. He demonstrated his blazing
speed when he legged out a grounder to
third for his second single. Tom
Baldowski singled twice and scored
once, while Pat Nigro singled once.

McINTYRE RIPS DOUBLE; ENCINAS TAPS SINGLE, RBI

Cougars Top WF Blue, 12-2,
In Ripken District Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lefty Pat Knight mixed his wicked
breaking ball well with his fastball
placements, and the offense unloaded
with several long balls en route to a
12-2, four-inning Cranford victory
over Westfield Blue in the Cal Ripken
12-year-old District 12 baseball Tour-
nament at Gumbert 3 Field in
Westfield on June 25.

With a 14-hit attack, the Cougars
showed their remarkable resilience
after being victims of an 11-2 rout at
the bats of the Westfield White team,
coached by Mike Murray, just a few
days prior to the meeting with the
Westfield Blue.

“We played nine games in nine
days. I told the boys you can’t get too
high when you win a game, and you
can’t get too low when we get knocked
around a little bit. Mike Murray and
the Westfield White team put a whip-
ping on us,” Cougar coach Joe Norton
said. “The great thing is you get an
opportunity to come back the next
day. We rebounded nicely today.”

Knight obviously pitched “lights
out” to hold the aggressive Westfield
Blue offense to just a double and a
single, while walking three and strik-
ing out four in his three innings on the
mound. Reliever Sean Leahey retired
all three batters in the fourth. Rarely
do competitors of a 12-year-old age
group get an opportunity to witness
such a vigorous breaking ball, and

that was what kept the Blue so off-
balance, while at the plate.

“Patrick is a very polished pitcher
for a kid who is 12 years old,” coach
Norton said. “His brother pitched for
Cranford (high school), so he’s got
great blood lines. Westfield has two
strong teams in the tournament, and
this team is a competitive and scrappy
team. They can hit the ball. We had to
throw the ball well to shut them down.
When Patrick keeps the ball below
the knees, he’s very difficult to hit.”

“We have seen him a couple of
times before. He is a smart pitcher.
He changes speeds. He moves the
ball around. He is a really good
player,” Westfield coach John
Monaghan said.

Westfield Blue’s Kyle McIntyre
ripped a double in the third inning,
and Eddie Encinas laid down a per-
fect squeeze RBI bunt single in the
second inning. Harry Wachtel, Jacob
Kurstedt and Owen Monaghan each
drew walks.

Cougar Nick Ballas blasted a two-
run home run and a two-run double,
and Brendan Kane also crushed a
two-run homer and a two-run double.
Josh Cucuzzella went 3-for-3 with
three runs scored, and Joe Norton
had a pair of singles, scored twice
and pulled off a deceptive steal in the
third inning. Knight had an RBI
single, a double, a stolen base and a
run scored. Steve Savino (RBI) and
Jordan Marchese each singled and
scored, and Leahey had an RBI single.

In the top of the first inning, after
Jamie Brawley popped up to second,

Marchese and Cucuzzella each singled,
Ballas drilled his two-run double off
the right field screen then later scored
on an error in right. Little Blue Devil
second baseman Encinas ended the
inning by grabbing a line drive and
flicking to first base for a double play.

The Blue plated their two runs in the
second inning. Glassman reached base
on a fielder’s choice, and Kurstedt
walked. Both runners advanced on a
throwing error, then Glassman scored
on a passed ball. Encinas put down his
perfect bunt single as Kurstedt came
speeding home.

The Cougars defined the game with
six runs in the third. Ballas and Kane
whacked their two-run homers, and
Knight and Leahey added RBI
singles. Cougar shortstop Donohue
prevented the Blue from scoring in
the third when he bobbled Liam
Loughlin’s grounder but had the pres-
ence of mind to fire home in time to
nail McIntyre attempting to score.

Savino hopped an RBI single, and
Kane lashed his two-run double in
the fourth to make the score, 12-2.
Leahey took to the mound, struck out
two batters and got the third batter to
ground out.

“Cranford is a good team. They are
big. We saw them in the [Knights of]
Columbus tournament, and they just
came out and beat us today,” coach
Monaghan said. “We will go practice
tomorrow. We will come back and we
will see what happens.”

Looking forward, coach Norton
said, “We want to be better tomorrow
than we were today and better in
August than we were in June.”
Cranford 306 3 12
Westfield Blue 020 0 2

PREVOZNAK RAPS 2-RUN DBL, RBI; KREUSSER 2 RBI

Westfield 12s Top Long Hill
In N. Providence League, 9-8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Key run-preventing fielding plays,
a productive five-run fourth inning
and Ben Arndt’s hit in the fifth paved
the way for the Westfield White 12-
year-old baseball team to top Long
Hill, 9-8, in New Providence B Green
League action at Gumbert Field in
Westfield on June 25.

“This team never gives up. The
thing we have on this team is heart.
When we’re down eight or 10 runs,
no one on this team blinks,” Westfield
coach Bob Abbott said.

Bobby Abbott pitched well and
closer Ben Arndt slammed the door.

“They both had very good control.
They were mixing their pitches up,
threw lots of strikes and that is what
it takes to win in this league. When
we play good defense behind them,
pitchers look very good,” said coach
Abbott.

Westfield had difficulty putting hits
together early but finished with six
hits and recorded only three

strikeouts. Ethan Prevoznak ripped a
two-run double and an RBI in his two
plate appearances, Austin Kreusser
rapped a pair of singles, an RBI and
scored once. Arndt singled and scored
and Michael Rossi whacked an RBI.
Holden Sabato and Ryan Bowman
each scored a run. Abbott and Tim
Norris each singled.

Long Hill totaled 10 hits. Tyler
Nelson drilled a two-run double and
singled, Lucas Hacket rapped a two-
run double and scored. Jonathan
Stanton had a pair of singles and two
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Probitas Verus Honos

See more photos on
Cranford Online pages
also – 10jun25-wf-cr-12s

See more photos on
Cranford Online pages
also – 10jun22-spf-cr-base

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THERE BEFORE THE THROW…Cougar Sean Feeney steals second base before the throw gets to Raider
second baseman Frank Degnan in the second inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A FACE FULL OF DUST…Westfield Blue’s Jared Glassman, right, slides home safely in the second inning but
stirs up a cloud of dust in the face of Cougar catcher Joe Norton.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CREATING TURMOIL ON THE BASES…Westfield White’s Holden Sabato walked, swiped second and third, and also
scored off an attempted pickoff play at second base in the game against Long Hill.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOWING OFF HIS BLAZING SPEED…Renda Roads speedster Frank Pepe shows his stuff when he beats out an infield
single as Awnings Galore first baseman Fred Amado awaits the throw in the third inning.

Probitas Verus Honos

Independence Day!
Celebrate July 4


