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www.goleader.com/planet

This July 4, Take Notice of the Abuses
Of Power That Exist in Our Midst

By SAL CARUANA
Former Westfield Councilman

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Where
liberty is, there is my country.” We cel-
ebrate liberty in America each July 4th,
but the fight for freedom that began in
1776 and defined a nation has never ended.
While Americans defended democracy
abroad in World War 1, women at home
did not have the right to vote. While the
Tuskegee Airman fought bravely in World
War II, the American military was segre-
gated and African-Americans in many
states were subjected to Jim Crow laws.
While today gay men and women are
serving their country with distinction all
over the world, “don’t ask, don’t tell” is
still months away from official repeal. In
the struggle for freedom and true democ-
racy, there is always unfinished business
at home.

The American Revolution had many
causes, but none stronger than “taxation
without representation.” The nation the
Founding Fathers sought to build would
be based on a constitutional government
and political freedoms later guaranteed in
the Bill of Rights. The fears were abuse of
power, and the common enemy of free-
dom and democracy: oppression.

The history of America since 1776 is a
history defined by fights against oppres-
sion, both foreign and domestic. Three
epic national movements – women’s suf-
frage, labor and civil rights — are our
finest examples. If you could fix the pock-
ets of oppression that still exist in our
country today, where would you begin?

For the last four months, Planet
Westfield has been discussing three. With
one of the highest combined property and
income tax rates in the nation, New Jer-
sey residents feel tax-oppressed. Our state
is functionally bankrupt, and taxpayers
will suffer even further without bold fis-
cal reforms such as those Governor Chris
Christie is suggesting.

New Jersey children in chronically fail-
ing schools are oppressed, and denied the
opportunity of viable learning environ-
ments. Unless the teacher’s union (New
Jersey Education Association) dials down
its own self-interest and puts the children
first, meaningful education reform will
come very slowly. These are children
from our most impoverished areas —
how many more years must they wait for
decent educations and better tools to break
the cycle of poverty?

Finally, Union County residents are
oppressed, by a county government that
lacks transparency, accountability and
discipline. Westfield residents pay 20
percent of their property taxes to county
government, a political body that is elected
“at large,” which means no geographic or
district voter representation. Conse-
quently much larger towns such as Eliza-

beth and Plainfield control the election
outcomes for the nine Freeholder posi-
tions — and have done so for decades.

There is no better modern description
of “taxation without representation” than
the at-large system in Union County.
And, if the Founding Fathers were alive
today, they would be aghast that rule by a
single governing body would be based at-
large and not on district representation —
especially since hundreds of millions of
tax dollars are involved.

Unfortunately, Union County has other
issues of oppressive government. It is a
textbook case of cronyism and nepotism
in hiring and the abuses of one-party rule.

As for arrogance in government, at-
tend a public Freeholder meeting and see
for yourself; visit the Union County
Watchdog Association website and read
all about it (unioncountywatcdog.com);
or follow the public ranting of Union
County Director of Public Information
Sebastian D’Elia and his vicious personal
attacks on citizens who dare criticize
county government.

At an over-generous salary of $111,000
per year, D’Elia apparently cannot seem
to separate his roles as a hack for the
county Democratic political bosses and
“volunteer” on multiple Freeholder cam-
paigns from the professional non-parti-
san demeanor of his day job – behavior
usually required in other governments
that care about integrity.

Should D’Elia claim that in some of his
outrageous attacks he did not demean his
office because he was exercising his rights
after-hours as a private citizen, he may
also want to explain that for bogus six-
figure salaries, the Freeholders expect
shows of loyalty around the clock from
their tax-supported cronies. However, I
do owe an apology for recently calling
D’Elia a “political stooge” in this space;
upon further review it was not my inten-
tion to impugn the fine reputations of
Moe, Larry or Curley.

This column ends my run at Planet
Westfield. I would like to thank the edi-
tor, Horace Corbin, for including me in
this space and all of the readers who have
shared their views. As our nation contin-
ues its ongoing march towards improving
democracy, I hope this July 4th you will
stop and take notice of the abuses of
power and government that exist in our
midst in Union County and agree that
changes are long overdue.

Have a happy, healthy and safe sum-
mer, a joyous Independence Day, and
may God Bless America.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders.               
Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org and click on Online Calendar,           

or call 908.789.4090 ext 4140.  550 East Broad Street 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

As You Like It 
Tuesday, July 6  7:00 pm 
At the Westfield Memorial Library 

Performed by the Next Stage Ensemble             
from The Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey 

By Francis Hayman, 1750 

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com
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Local Resident Is Disappointed
In Westfield’s Handling of Grading

The BOE Must fully Understand
The Impact of Student-Activity Fees

Buettner to County: ‘Your Contempt
For Electorate is Again Unmasked’

Union County Freeholders
10 Elizabethtown Plaza

Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207
(908) 527-4000

George Devanney, Mgr.
gdevanney@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Dan Sullivan, Bd. Chair
dsullivan@ucnj.org

Recently, the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) announced its student-ac-
tivity-fee program. The program calls for
a $60 annual fee for all students partici-
pating in extracurricular activities, at all
grade levels. The fee increases to $125 if
the student participates in athletics or
drama productions.

This year, the BOE was clearly under
pressure with budgetary constraints. I
applaud their efforts to maintain district
programs while bearing in mind the needs
of the taxpayer. Regardless, the idea of a
student activity fee draws some concern.

The idea of an activity fee has been
popping up in many school districts, in-
cluding our neighbor, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. I acknowledge the BOE’s at-
tempt to provide subsidies for families
who are unable to pay. Even so, an activ-
ity fee may be a decision factor as to
whether or not a student chooses to par-
ticipate in extracurricular activities.

Westfield’s diverse array of extracur-
ricular programs is one of our greatest
accomplishments. Participation in these
programs brings students into the school
community. Furthermore, students’
achievements in these programs serve as
points of pride for the district.

It is essential to ensure that this new fee
will not discourage student participation
in these programs. Consequently, I en-
courage the BOE to conduct a study of
student enrollment in extracurricular ac-
tivities and report their findings to the
public. These findings should be com-
pared to enrollment in extracurricular
activities before the institution of a stu-
dent activity fee.

In is critical for the BOE to fully under-
stand the impact this fee will have upon
enrollment in extracurricular programs,
in order to most effectively carry it out.

Corey Lipschutz
Westfield, WHS Class of 2011

For over 35 years, my parents have
lived at the same Westfield address where
they raised their family. Last December,
their neighbor’s small ranch house was
sold to a developer, demolished and re-
placed with a large three-story structure.

The home is now built and waiting to
be sold. The landscaping has not been
completed, but I noticed that the grading
in certain areas is now approximately 12
inches higher than it was before.

One evening, Councilman [David
Haas] was walking through the neighbor-
hood handing out flyers regarding the
Central Avenue and Belmar Terrace cul-
de-sac project, and I voiced my concern
over the neighbor’s grading.

His response was, and I quote, “Yes, it
happens all the time with new construc-
tion; the engineering department prom-
ises that there will not be a change in the
grade, but it happens all the time. We
have a town meeting tonight, and I’ll
bring this issue up and get back to you.”
David, I’m still waiting!

Two weeks later, I spoke with Mayor
[Andy] Skibitsky and asked him if there
was anything that could be done before
the final grading was to be completed.
Mayor Skibitsky immediately placed a
phone call to  [Kris] McAloon, the town
engineer.

Five days later, I received a call from
Mr. McAloon. His response was, and I
quote, “As long as the home is built
according to the construction codes, there

is nothing the town can do…the builder
can change the grade up to 12 inches…I
went out to the property, and the grade
change only measures six inches… the
builder is allowed to grade the property at
a runoff rate of eight inches for every 10
feet, so they can remove any standing
water…we (the Town of Westfield) do
not get involved.”

Mr. McAloon, I don’t care if the grade
change is six inches or a foot, the water on
my parents’ property now has nowhere to
go. Due to the developer’s actions, the
natural drainage pattern of the water has
been altered, which adversely impact my
parents’ property.

Furthermore, I can’t believe that your
only suggestion to me was to grade my
parent’s property, at my own expense,
higher than the neighboring property. This
is not the response I thought I would
receive from a paid town official.

Mr. McAloon, my parents have lived in
this town for over 35 years, vote and pay
their taxes. I would hope that Westfield’s
first priority would be to protect the inter-
ests of their residents over and above those
of a developer who just wants to turn a
quick profit at our expense.

I sincerely hope that I misunderstood
our conversation, and if so, I apologize,
but please correct this problem before it is
too late.

Frank Foley
Westfield

I believe I was just thrown out of a
freeholders meeting for leaving the meet-
ing. I did not attempt to disrupt the pro-
ceedings in any way. I simply got up from
my seat and quietly exited the meeting.
See the videotape.

This behavior by a freeholder and the
chairman is wrong on so many different
levels that I hardly know where to begin
in expressing my anger at my elected
officials.

I go to the county freeholders’ meet-
ings twice a month to speak for the allot-
ted two five-minute portions of the meet-
ing when comments are heard from the
audience. I am polite, respectful and con-
tain my comments to the items on the
agenda.

This evening, I was verbally assaulted
by Freeholder (Bette Jane) Kowalski for
simply leaving the meeting. Nothing more.

This after the board was just lectured
by a county citizen for not affording its
citizens the respect they are due. I chal-
lenged Freeholder Kowalski and Chair-
man (Dan) Sullivan for an immediate
apology for behavior unbecoming their
positions. I did not receive the requested
apology but was instructed by Chairman
Sullivan to leave (as he instructed the
officer to escort me from the meeting).

But I was leaving! Since when is it a
crime to leave a meeting? And why was I
singled out? For by the time I decided to
leave, a third of the audience had already
left. Shame on you both. I believe I am
entitled to an apology for behavior unbe-
coming an elected official.

Chairman Sullivan, Freeholder
Kowalski, you should be better than what
I saw tonight. This is not grade school. If
I was disruptive, flailing my arms, caus-
ing a scene, yes, I should’ve been asked to
leave. But to be singled out by Freeholder
Kowalski for quietly leaving the meeting
was uncalled for. I am not a child; you are
not my parent, and I do not have to answer
as to why I decide to stay/leave a meeting.

Last time I checked, I was over 21, and
get to make my own decisions. The way
I see it, the freeholders should be grateful
for any participation in my government
from their constituents.

I am one of a half-dozen concerned
citizens from a population of over 400,000
that faithfully makes the trip to Elizabeth
twice a month to participate in my gov-
ernment.

Sorry if you don’t like it when I ques-
tion: $600,000 for a dog park, $500,000
to purchase a half-acre residential parcel
of land in Cranford (my town), a vote to
close ORGC for losing $400,000 and
then spending 10 times that for building
an homage to golf at Galloping Hill and
voting to raise our taxes 4.3 percent,
without a single cut to the budget.

My only question this evening was to
ask for an explanation of the bidding pro-
cess. My intent was to question why it is
that we spend thousands of dollars on an
outside consultant to assess the county’s
needs on a RFP, publicly bid it, and then
have to come back to the taxpayers for
additional monies time and again for items
not in the original specifications.

The way I see it, we had two contracts
here. One with the well-paid consultant
to write the specification and the other
with the bidder to provide the items re-
quested. One of the two is shortchanging
the county.

Or is it negligence on the part of the
county employee who is responsible for
the request for bid to know what should
be in or out of the proposal? All reason-
able questions. This behavior doesn’t fly
in the private sector, where each is held
accountable.

Or could it be, Freeholder Kowalski,
that you took umbrage that I once ques-
tioned you, and the board at large, as to
why you voted to purchase multiple books
on recycling for all the libraries in Union
County on Earth Day but refuse to give up
the use of bottled water at freeholder
meetings or other county events?

Chairman Sullivan, I’ve heard you state
on numerous occasions, “we the people
may not like the answers we are given,
but they are the answers.” I think you’ve
got that backwards.

I think you, the freeholders, don’t like
the questions. Freeholders, again, you
have slipped below the bar of acceptable
behavior warranted by your positions.

Your contempt for your electorate is
yet again unmasked. I also suspect that
after I left, not a one of the other freehold-
ers on the board showed the backbone to
question what just occurred. Shame on
you all; for by association and your sin of
omission, you all convict yourselves.

Jim Buettner
Cranford

Editor’s Note: We thank Mr. Caruana
for his substantial effort, insight and
unbridled candor since the start of this
Planet Westfield project in March.

Over the next few weeks, we will
summarize our findings and opinions.

COME SUPPORT MATTHEW KRAVETSKY AT HIS DONALDSON HEARING
WEDNESDAY JULY 7TH AT 7:00 P.M. •  LOCATION TO BE DETERMINED

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE:

http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001236133241


