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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

The Declaration of Independence of the Thirteen Colonies
Continental Congress, Philadelphia, Pa., July 4, 1776

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States
of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dis-
solve the political bands which
have connected them with another,
and to assume among the powers
of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Na-
ture and of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opin-
ions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which
impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness. —That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just
powers from the consent of the
governed, —That whenever any
Form of Government becomes de-
structive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Gov-
ernment, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem
most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Pru-
dence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long estab-
lished should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards
for their future security. — Such has been the patient
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the neces-
sity which constrains them to alter their former Systems
of Government. The history of the present King of Great
Britain [George III] is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment
of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome
and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of imme-
diate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommoda-
tion of large districts of people, unless those people would
relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature,
a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository
of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing
them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for
opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights
of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions,
to cause others to be elected; whereby the Legislative
powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the
People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in
the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from
without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these
States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Natural-
ization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage
their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new
Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by
refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary
powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for
the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of
their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent
hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out
their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing
Armies without the consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of
and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdic-
tion foreign to our constitution and unacknowledged by
our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment

for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhab-
itants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of Trial
by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pre-
tended offences:

For abolishing the free System
of English Laws in a neighbouring
Province, establishing therein an
Arbitrary government, and enlarg-
ing its Boundaries so as to render
it at once an example and fit in-
strument for introducing the same
absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters,
abolishing our most valuable
Laws, and altering fundamentally
the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legis-
latures, and declaring themselves
invested with power to legislate
for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government
here, by declaring us out of his
Protection and waging War against
us.

He has plundered our seas, rav-
aged our Coasts, burnt our towns,
and destroyed the lives of our
people.

He is at this time transporting
large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the
works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun
with circumstances of Cruelty and perfidy scarcely paral-
leled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive
on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to
become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or
to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and
has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our fron-
tiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages,
sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned
for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A
Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which
may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British
brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,
and we have conjured them by the ties of our common
kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would in-
evitably interrupt our connections and correspondence.
They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the ne-
cessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them,
as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace
Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States
of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing
to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions, do, in the Name, and by the Authority of the
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right
ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are
Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State of
Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that
as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to
levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And for the support of
this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of
divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

The signers of the Declaration represented the new
states as follows: New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, Will-
iam Whipple, Matthew Thornton; Massachusetts: John
Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat
Paine, Elbridge Gerry; Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins,
William Ellery; Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel
Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott; New York:
William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis
Morris; New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon,
Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, Abraham Clark; Pennsyl-
vania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin,
John Morton, George Clymer, James Smith, George Tay-
lor, James Wilson, George Ross; Delaware: Caesar Rodney,
George Read, Thomas McKean; Maryland: Samuel Chase,
William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of
Carrollton; Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee,
Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson,
Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton; North Caro-
lina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn; South
Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Tho-
mas Lynch, Jr., Arthur Middleton; Georgia: Button
Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cystalgia – Pain in the bladder
2. Rondache – A small circular shield

carried by medieval foot soldiers
3. Cynegetics – Hunting with dogs
4. Angekok – An Eskimo medicine

man

THANATOPSIS
1. To transform completely, especially

in the grotesque manner
2. The removing of venom from poi-

sonous snakes
3. The division of the estate of a de-

ceased thane, soldier or servant of a king
4. A view of or meditation on death

RIDGEL
1. Harsh in taste, acrid
2. A small ridge
3. The half castrated male of any beast
4. Stern

PEENGE
1. A play on words; a pun
2. A sharp, nagging ache
3. The striking part of a hammer
4. To complain in Scottish

INTRATELLURIC
1. Located or occurring deep inside the

earth
2. Existing or occurring outside the

normal knowledge of man
3. The medium or moderator in a se-

ance
4. Occurring within the material world

Happy Birthday, America
We are blessed as a great nation, challenged often

throughout our history with the vilest of enemies and
ostensibly desperate situations. Our nation prevails. To-
day and the tomorrows are no exceptions. Because of bold
visionaries and courageous citizens with good heart, our
nation prospered and presented ideals never heard before,
for the world to contemplate.

The actions of our founders and their followers were not
“What’s in it for me?” They did not stand by in bureaucratic
paralysis, holding congressional hearings to determine
whom to blame and whom to sue. There were no press
secretaries, but there was a “Poor Richard’s Almanac.”

They faced the problems with “all hands on deck.”
Those who can do – do; “Lead, follow or get the hell out
of the way.”

So, in reflecting today on our nation’s birthday –
thinking of our challenges, what to do? – And resolute to
discard “woe is me” that seems to embrace us, we search
for words to uplift and direct us. Clearly, a revolution of
spirit is needed, but how can this be expressed?

Much that needs to be said is already written – It’s in our
Constitution spurred by the thoughts written below – and
guided by exemplary actions of citizens then.

Happy Birthday, America.

Are There No Mirrors
In County Building?
If Union County Public Information

Director Sebastian D’Elia can label Sal
Caruana a “hypocritical tax-hiking
rightwing political stooge” (June 24 let-
ter) for doing no more than hiking taxes
while in office, contributing to only one
political party and quoting Ted Kennedy,
then what must he think of his current
employers, who have hiked taxes 92 per-
cent this decade, hired vendors who do-
nate primarily to Union County Demo-
crats and quoted Ted Kennedy?

Are there no mirrors in the Union
County Administration building for some
reason?

John Bury
Kenilworth

Kravetsky Loves His Job, Says
He Cannot ‘Simply Walk Away’

We Live in a Wealthy Community,
Do Not Need to Be Overrun By Noise

Please Exercise Care
When Fishing at
Tamaques Pond

A Father’s Day walk with my dog
around Tamaques pond ended abruptly
when he swallowed a fishing hook —
resulting in a very scary, and extremely
expensive trip to the hospital for emer-
gency surgery to remove it from his stom-
ach.

I’d like to make fellow dog owners
aware of the possible dangers these dis-
carded hooks pose; not only, and most
importantly, to their pets, but secondly, to
their pocketbooks. And to those who fish
at Tamaques pond, please be conscious
of the dangers associated with leaving
your excess fishing gear around the pond
area — not only for our pets’ sake, but for
the sake of the many children who play
near and around that pond every day.
Thank you.

Joyce Nowlin
Scotch Plains

I thank each and every person who has
shown their support for me. I write this
letter to provide a little bit of information
about me and why I am fighting the
decision not to award me tenure after four
years of teaching here in Westfield.

To be honest, I never expected my
situation to take on such notoriety; and by
nature, I tend to avoid controversy.

However, it is because of the encour-
agement of parents and my fellow teach-
ers, and my love for teaching, that I have
decided to do what I knew was right,
stand before the board of education (BOE)
and make my case to be retained in my
current position as a third-grade teacher
at Tamaques School.

The decision to terminate me was un-
just and contrary to years of positive
performance evaluations. I hope that when
the BOE hears directly from me and reads
my observations that they will do the
right thing and reinstate me.

I was hired by the principal of
Tamaques School during the summer of
2006 to fill a maternity-leave position.
From there, I was placed on tenure track.
I have been teaching there for the past
four years. I feel that I have positively
affected students’ lives and never missed
the opportunity to attend any of my stu-
dents’ extra activities. Each day provided
me with an opportunity to change a life.

I not only focused on the curriculum
but also instilled morals and values to
make them lifelong learners. Words can-
not describe the pure intrinsic satisfac-
tion I received from educating my stu-
dents, especially when you know that you
have just made a connection that can
never be broken. I know from the support
received from families of my students
and from my fellow teachers that I have
done a good job.

I am going forward with this process

for one simple reason – I love my job, and
I know I have earned the right to do what
I love. I cannot simply walk away from
Westfield and the Tamaques community
that I love so deeply.

The process that I am utilizing is the
only one in place to allow someone in my
situation an opportunity to be heard. Af-
ter seeing the number of people that be-
lieve in me, I feel that I must plead my
case before the board of education. I owe
that much to myself, my students and my
colleagues.

Having this decision overturned would
be beneficial not only to the Tamaques
School family but to the entire commu-
nity of Westfield. I want to continue to be
a positive role model, educator and friend
to my students. Without them in my lives,
each day would be empty.

Even through this process, which has
been painful and emotional, I have retained
respect for the administration and board. In
fact, I have grown personally and profes-
sionally through the process and feel even
more dedicated to my position than ever.

I hope that in writing this letter it
provides everyone with a little bit of
information about myself and why I am
fighting this decision. For more informa-
tion, please utilize the Facebook Page
that is being maintained by a group of
supporters – parents who have taken the
time to help because they care about me
and about the Westfield School System .

They have all the necessary informa-
tion. With your continued support, I hope
the board will evaluate all of the circum-
stances and permit me the honor of main-
taining my job at Tamaques School. I
hope to see you on July 7 when I appear
before the board.

Matthew Kravetsky
Westfield teacher

I believe in the acronym KISS (Keep It
Simple, Stupid).

I take exception to several statements
Mrs. Meade makes about me, and I would
like to thank all of those who defended
me against Mrs. Meade‘s comments.

Madam, you are all over the place in
your letter to the editor (your letter gave
me a headache), so I am not sure where to
start. First off, madam, I am asking
Westfield council members to tweak our
noise ordinance, not Fanwood’s.
Fanwood, if they so desire, could make
all the noise they want; I do not care.

Secondly, what do you mean my letter
“reeks of prejudice” and “read deeper
and between the lines?” How dare you.
Who the heck do you think you are to
write that about me? You do not know
me, and I certainly do not want to know
you.

Let me make it simple for everyone to

understand. I am sick and tired of eating
dinner and spending quality time with my
family after work, and at 6 p.m., paid
contractors (yes, Mrs. Meade, I am talk-
ing about paid contractors) are running
their lawn mowers, weed-whacking,
pounding hammers, using saws to cut or
whatever other tools contractors use to
disrupt a person’s peace of mind.

Let us not forget about Saturdays; I say
that after 3 p.m., all paid contractors should
go home. Sundays, I say forget about it; no
one can use motorized equipment.

We live in a wealthy community and
do not need to be overrun by noise. Yes,
Mrs. Meade, I mean all noises, got it?

P.S. I wonder how my two council
members feel about tweaking the noise
ordinance.

John Mancini
Westfield

D’Elia Discourages Residents
From Demanding Accountability

In a letter attacking former Westfield
Councilman Sal Caruana in retaliation
for his recent insightful articles high-
lighting problems with Union County
government, Sebastian D’Elia – who is
the spokesperson for the Union County
Freeholders, with an annual salary of
$111,415 – made many misleading state-
ments.

I’d like to clarify one. Caruana never
donated $1,000 to a political campaign of
mine.

Sal Caruana donated $1,000 to the
Union County Watchdog Association
(UCWA) in 2007 after reading that the
county had imposed an $8-an-hour fee
for our routine public-records requests
for backup documentation supporting
certain county expenditures found in the
county check registry.

The UCWA had challenged the
county’s fee in a lawsuit, and the county
settled out of court. The UCWA regretted

that it had become necessary to take legal
action to secure for the general public the
ability to view or obtain whatever public
documents they are entitled to by law.

The taxpayers had to add these legal
costs, $1,857.45, to the cost of the free-
holder meeting refreshments and travel
expenses, the county manager’s mother’s
catered luncheon and his home internet
bills, and various other perks included in
the withheld vouchers.

“These types of financial roadblocks
are intended for the sole purpose of dis-
couraging tax-burdened residents from
demanding accountability from a county
government that is clearly out of control
and unconnected to the people,” I wrote
at the time.

These personal attacks on citizens are
meant to do the same.

Tina Renna
Cranford
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