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SPFHS Graduation
call home.”

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes exclaimed, “To the
amazing class of 2010, we are so
proud of you with deep gratitude.
This is a significant milestone in
your life.” She summed up the last
2,340 school days by breaking it
down: “900 days of elementary
school, 720 middle school days and
720 high school days which brings
a total of 2,340 wake-up calls.” She
stated that students have an “awe-
some responsibility next fall, when
you will have to wake yourself up.”

The theme of the 2010 yearbook
was “In Focus,” on which Superin-
tendent Hayes elaborated Class of
2010 accomplishments: “[an] im-
pressive record of service, cancer
fundraiser, senior projects, commu-
nity service, saving two lives” and
how these students “were off to a
great start with unique personali-
ties.”  She concluded her speech by
adding, “seize the day because the
best is yet to come.”

On that note, the Superintendent
said, “I certify that the 352 students
of SPFW high school have met all
the requirements under the New
Jersey Statute. Class of 2010, please
stand. As Ms. Hayes called each

student’s name, fanfare from the
stadium increased with noise and
applause and balloons were released
in the azure skies.

Class President Adam Offitzer
made another comparison from 15
years ago,when Toy Story was first
released and the price of movie tick-
ets was only $4. “Toy Story was
number one in the box office then
and Toy Story III is number one
again,” Adam said. Despite in-
creased movie tickets, he said, it
might be a good thing not to throw
toys away.

As the final row of students was
called and all students had their di-
plomas and white and blue carna-
tion in hand, the traditional act of
moving the tassel from one side to
the next completed the graduation
process. Students throwing their
graduation caps in the sky were now
officially 2010 alumni of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

After reuniting and taking pho-
tos, members of the class headed
off to Project Graduation, the alco-
hol-free all night party sponsored
by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Par-
ent-Teacher Association and paid
for by fundraising efforts of the
senior class.

Make a memory for your family in Mindowaskin Park
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park are actively seeking donations for repair, beautification and future long-range projects.  We invite you to 
be a permanent part of Westfield’s history by commemorating your message on a granite paver at the Historic Bandstand’s Memory Walk. 
Personalized pavers can be purchased for $170 and your tax deductible donation may qualify for a matching contribution from your
employer. Please inquire for additional naming opportunities within the Park. Installation scheduled to begin Summer 2010.

NOTE: Orders postmarked by July 31st will avoid a $25 price increase as of August 1st
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The Friends of Mindowaskin is a registered 501(c)(3).  All text is subject to Board approval.

Please fill out and remit with payment to:

FRIENDS OF

MINDOWASKIN PARK

P.O. Box 87
Westfield, NJ 07091
phone: 908-233-0028

www.mindowaskinpark.org
e-mail:  info@mindowaskinpark.org

Over 90 years of enjoyment for Westfield residents and patrons

Please indicate your desired inscription below (approximately 13-15 characters per line, 
depending on dimensions of letters and/or numbers chosen.  Spaces count as one.)

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FRIENDS FOREVER...These 2010 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School gradu-
ates enjoy a group picture following last Wednesday’s commencememt exercises.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOVIES...Bruce Zakarin, chairman of the Fanwood Recreation Commission,
sets up for  movie night in LaGrande Park as part of Tuesday’s Cruiser Night
along with a few helpers from the Fanwood Department of Public Works.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT’S YOUR “IQ?”...Don Wussler of Scotch Plains shows off his 1946 Ford,
which was used in the movie IQ with Walter Matthau and Meg Ryan, as part of
Tuesday’s Cruiser Night in Fanwood.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A REAL CLASSIC...David Bierman of Scotch Plains shows off his 1929 Ford
Model A at the Cruiser Night in Fanwood on Tuesday night.

Courtesy of Tony Archambault
ALL WET!...A police officer is on the scene of Tuesday’s water main break in
front of Falcon Printing on Central Avenue in Westfield. Reconstruction was
occurring on the water main at the time of the break.

Union Catholic Seeks to Add
Lights, New Scoreboard

Cranford Defends Sewer Fee
And Land Purchase

MS BOE Introduces new Deerfield
Principle, Business Administrator

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township’s
planning board adjourned a hearing until
Monday, July 12 to give opponents addi-
tional time to prepare a case against Union
Catholic High School’s application to
install lights and a new scoreboard at the
school’s ballfields.

Most of the 90-minute discussion at
the board’s meeting on Monday evening
involved legal and procedural wrangling
between board attorney Phil Morin, Wil-
liam Butler, the attorney representing
Union Catholic, and two attorneys repre-
senting residents of Black Birch Road
and Dutch Lane who oppose the school’s
plans. About 20 other neighborhood resi-
dents were also in attendance.

Mr. Butler said the 50-year-old school
wishes to install lighting and a new
scoreboard at its fields, which are situ-
ated at the rear of its Martine Avenue
campus. He also proposed a new shed to
store athletic equipment, but that aspect
of the application was withdrawn after
the board determined it would have to be
deemed as a “separate structure,” thus
subjecting it to setback requirements and
variances and, thus, making it necessary
for the application to be considered by the
township zoning board rather than the
planning board.

A considerable amount of time on
Monday was spent determining whether
the proposed shed met the legal defini-
tion of a separate structure and whether
the planning board had the jurisdiction to
consider the application. Ultimately, five
of the six board members, except for
Robert LaCosta, agreed with Mr. Morin
that the shed would have to be considered
a separate structure subject to setback

requirements. That prompted Mr. Butler
to withdraw that aspect of the applica-
tion.

At one point, Mr. Butler drew jeers and
cries of “Are you kidding?” from several
audience members when he questioned
why residents were protesting Union
Catholic’s current application when they
“didn’t object to the construction of the
fields” last year.

Attorneys Marc Rogoff and Joseph
Murray, each representing
homeowners, asked the board for a post-
ponement so they could have time to
prepare a case in opposition. Both at-
torneys said on Monday that they had
received relevant reports from the
board’s planner the previous Friday,
leaving them little time to prepare for
the hearing. Mr. Rogoff said the pro-
posed field lights — which would be
placed on 70-to-80-foot high stanchions
comparable, he said, to Yankee Sta-
dium — would affect residents’ prop-
erty values as well as the aesthetics of
the neighborhood. He said he wanted to
hire a lighting expert to testify.

“This application was rushed,” said
Board Vice-Chairman Mike Michalisin,
who presided at Monday’s meeting, not-
ing that the report by the board’s planner
had been issued only three days prior and
that Mr. Rogoff and Mr. Murray did not
get a chance to review it “until the last
minute.”

When he polled the board on whether
to move forward with the hearing or put
it off until July 12, the vote was 3-3,
meaning that there was not a mandate to
proceed immediately. As long as a quo-
rum of board members can be secured for
July 12, Mr. Michalisin said, the hearing
will get underway at that date.

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education bid
farewell to the district’s business admin-
istrator and introduced his successor as
well as the new principle at Deerfield
School on Tuesday. In addition, the BOE
looks to fill a vacant seat after board
member Jorge Batista resigned last week.

“Rod has done a magnificent job and I
wish him well in his new district,” board
member Carmine Venes said. Roderic
McLaughlin, the district’s business ad-
ministrator since summer 2005, will move
on to a similar position in Bergen County.
Mr. McLaughlin will be with
Mountainside through June 30. The BOE
appointed Walter Daniel Saragnese as
interim business administrator and board
secretary at a rate of $600 per day at a
special meeting June 24. Mr. Saragnese
begins work July 5 and will remain with
the district through June 30, 2011.

School Administrator Jeanette Baubles
said, “We interviewed a number of candi-
dates after posting the vacancy in The
Star-Ledger and recruiting from the in-
terim list of the New Jersey Association
of School Business Officials.”

Mr. Saragnese stated, “I want to thank
Dr. Baubles and the board for the confi-
dence they have shown in allowing me to
come here and take over your business
operation.” He continued, “I’ll try and hit
the ground running and get the district
through what probably will prove to be
another very challenging financial year.”

Deerfield School parents and students
were introduced Tuesday to new princi-
pal Kimberly Richards, who replaces
Robert Phillips after his recent resigna-
tion. Mrs. Richards served the past two
years as assistant principle at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains. She en-
ters her 18th year in education after teach-
ing mathematics and refining curriculum

and strategies as an instructional leader
for 15 years at the middle school level.

“My door is always open to students,
parents, and staffers to communicate,”
she told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. She complimented, “Clearly
there’s a tradition of excellence here. We
need to inspire the curiosity and passion
of our students to learn.” Mrs. Richards’
first day in district is July 19.

The BOE has another seat to fill after
board member Jorge Batista announced
his resignation last week. Board member
Christopher Minks said, “We’re certainly
going to miss him.” BOE President Mary-
Beth Schaumberg added, “I appreciate
the time that Mr. Batista shared with us.”
Mr. Batista resigned because his family
will be moving out of district. He had two
years remaining on his current term.

The board issued a press release on
June 21 that invites all qualified appli-
cants to send a letter of interest to the
Board of Education by Thursday, July
15. The letters will be reviewed and 30-
minute interviews, open to the public,
will be scheduled starting at 6 p.m. on
July 20. The board will then vote to fill
the vacant seat at the July 27 BOE meet-
ing. The full press release can be viewed
on the district website at
Mountainsideschools.org.

Mrs. Baubles said “pay-to-play” policy
for athletics was left off the agenda be-
cause “conversations are on-going with
the recreation department.”

Mrs. Schaumberg reported negotiations
with the Mountainside Education Asso-
ciation (MEA) are scheduled to continue
near the end of July. She said “Progress
and minor agreements” have been made
in light of the restrains on money being
utilized for salary increases.

Mrs. Baubles encouraged parents to
enroll their children in the summer camp
program. Details will be available on the
district’s website by Friday, July 2.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

CRANFORD — With the public hear-
ing on the 2010 municipal budget set for
July 20, the township committee on Tues-
day heard criticisms of its proposal to
institute a new sewer fee, as well as its
planned purchase of the 3.7-acre Solomon
Schecter Academy property.

The new sewer utility, which will bill
property owners for their water usage, is
being created as a way for the municipal
government to keep its property tax levy
under the state-imposed 4-percent cap.
Other towns, most recently Scotch Plains,
have taken a similar route. Originally, all
properties were to pay a flat $190 fee, but
that idea was scrapped in favor of a for-
mula that calculates the fee based on a
property’s value, said Commissioner
Mark Dugan. “Houses that are worth
more will pay more,” he said. “Houses
that are worth less will pay less.”

Commissioners Daniel Aschenbach
and David Robinson voted against the
new sewer fee formula on Tuesday, with
Mr. Aschenbach, who has been critical of

the proposal for months, saying it is “still
a bad idea.” Later, he called the plan a
“gimmick.”

Several residents spoke to the commit-
tee about the plan for the township to
purchase for $1.9 million the former
Solomon Schecter Academy property on
Orange Avenue. One resident said pay-
ing more than $500,000 per acre was
something “we can’t afford” given the
present economic conditions.

Mayor Mark Smith defended the move,
saying he didn’t believe that “we’re dig-
ging that deep into our pockets” to pay for
the land, which he said will be set aside as
open space. It was “a rare opportunity”
that the committee “decided to act on,” he
said. The mayor added he expected that
proceeds from the sale of a variety of
smaller municipal-owned parcels of land
would end up funding much of the pur-
chase price for the Solomon Schecter
property. And, he said, the township was
presently “trying to move properties onto
the market now,” although he did not
provide specifics on which parcels might
be up for sale.

Commissioner Aschenbach, who op-
posed the purchase, said funds from the
sale of other municipal properties should
instead be used to pay off township debt.

In other business, the committee
amended an ordinance to adjust the times
that garbage collection can begin. If en-
acted after a public hearing on July 20,
residential pickups will begin no earlier
than 6:30 a.m. and business pickups no
earlier than 5:30 a.m. Trash collection at
schools will remain at 5:30 a.m.

At the start of its two-hour meeting,
two fire department promotions were
announced: Lt. H. William Merwede was
advanced to captain, while firefighter An-
drew Stratton was elevated to lieutenant.

The committee also voted 3-2, with
Commissioners Robinson and Dugan dis-
senting, to appoint Joanne Westcott as
full-time assistant downtown manager.

the audience. “I can’t wait to meet
you,” she said. Ms. Slocum had re-
signed from the board last August to
take a position as vice-principal at
Plainfield High School.

Also on Thursday, board member
Nancy Bauer announced that the
board has settled its contract with the
district’s administrators. In the settle-
ment, principals, vice-principals and
assistant principals will receive a 3
percent salary increase for the re-
mainder of the agreement ending June
30 and then, on July 1, will begin a
two-year-deal with a 1.5 percent in-
crease. They will also have a 1.5
percent health insurance contribution
increase in the new contract begin-
ning July 1. Supervisors will receive
the same monetary increase in their
new two-year contract.

As for negotiations with the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Education Associa-
tion, board member Betty Anne
Woerner said that there is still no
settlement. The groups remain in the
“superconciliation” stage of negotia-
tions, she said, but are “continuing to
work together.” “We’re working hard
and we’re working together,” she said.

The SP-F BOE has also approved
its new committee assignments,
which can be found on the district’s
website, www.spfk12.org/.

Cell Tower Meeting Set
For Tonight, 7:30 p.m.
SCOTCH PLAINS - There will be

a public hearing on Thursday, July 1,
2010, 7:30 p.m. at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building concerning the
proposed cell tower on the Willow
Grove Swim Club property.

at Biertuempfel Memorial Park. Free
refreshments will be provided.

Monday, July 5
Summit

Summit’s 63rd annual Fourth of
July Celebration will take place at
Soldiers Memorial Field on Ashland
Road. In case of rain, the fireworks
display will be held on Tuesday, July
6. A Flag Raising at 9:45 a.m. will
begin the festivities, followed by bike
decorating; a Polka Dot kids concert;
novelty rides; games and amuse-
ments, and an emergency services
softball game. Evening festivities will
begin with a concert by The Cameos
at 7:45 p.m., followed by fireworks
at 9:15 p.m.
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SPF-BOE

Garwood Reviews
Senior Housing

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough’s plan-
ning board heard testimony last Thursday
from the Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Corporation (WSCHC) to build a
three-story, 72-unit,  senior independent
living facility on the site of the former St.
Anne’s School property on Second Av-
enue. WSCHC owns and operates two
three-story independent living facilities
on Boynton Avenue in Westfield similar
to the one it operates in Garwood.

According to a letter to the board from
Harbor Consultants of Cranford, repre-
senting the applicant, plans call for cre-
ation of a first aid/ambulance drop off/
pick-up zone; widening of the rear walk-
ways and landings to accommodate for
gurneys; expansion of the delivery and
trash area at the rear; construction of a
“no-parking” drop off zone in front of the
building along Second Avenue; reducing
the pole height on some of the on-site
light poles, and decreasing lighting levels
decrease on-site after 10 p.m.

WSCHC’s acting executive director,
Karen Simon, explained that the idea of
this facility is to be more like an apart-
ment complex than a nursing home.

“The residents in this building are, if
you will, able to carry out the terms of the
lease on their own. They do not have
medical assistance unless they bring it in
themselves for their own need,” she told
the board.

The building will consist of one-bed-
room apartments, complete with kitch-
ens and bathrooms, even though “there
will [also] be a congregate kitchen on the
premises to serve one meal a day,” Ms.
Simon explained. “That’s an option for
them, it’s not required as opposed to in an
assisted living where meals are included.”

“We will have a nurse visiting once a
week,” Ms. Simon added, “as opposed to
having a medical staff.” Ms. Simon stated
that the facility would only have two full-
time employees, as well as two part-time
employees, saying the Garwood facility
would not be a nursing home, assisted
living, or any other hospital-like setting.

The meeting was packed with citizens
showing support for both sides of the
application. Residents of the Boynton
Avenue buildings showed up to support
WSCHC’s application, while Garwood
residents living in close proximity to the
vacant school voiced their concerns about
the proposed building.

Of major concern, brought up by
Garwood resident Tom Bianco, was light-
ing proposed for the exterior of the build-
ing. Mr. Bianco said he feared that 15-
foot, street lamp-style lights, planned to
illuminate the parking lot, would shine
over his fence onto his property at night,
potentially keeping him and his family
awake at night.

“The plans indicate a lighting scheme
that would have all of the lights in the
parking lot on from dusk until 10 p.m.,”
civil engineer Teal Jefferis explained on
behalf of WSCHC. “From 10 p.m. to
dawn there will be a reduced number of
lights that will be on simply for the safety
of the residents in and around the rear
portion of the building.”

WSCHC’s landscape architect, Alan
Goodheart, also explained that Emerald
Green Arborvitae would be planted in a
row along the property’s northeast bor-
der, forming a buffer between the parking
lot and the private residences adjacent to
it. The arborvitae, he explained, would
eventually grow to be 50 feet tall, dwarf-
ing the light fixtures.

Of concern was the large evergreen
tree of historical significance on the south-
eastern corner of the property.

“A lot of money was spent by the
residents to move that tree from the school
over to this location to preserve it because
it was planted for a good cause,” noted
board member William Nierstedt. “A lot
of time, effort, blood and sweat went into
that.”

The hearing will continue before the
planning board on July 28 at 7:30 p.m.


