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SPFHS Graduates 352 During
Ceremony at Perry Tyson Field
By SONIA OWCHARIW

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Despite the
blazing hot sun and the threat of a
looming storm, family, faculty and
friends filled the stadium at the Perry
Tyson field Wednesday night for the
official sendoff of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Class of 2010.
Attendees carried blue and white bal-
loons and sounded off fog horns to
celebrate the commencement.

Music filled the air as students
took their assigned alphabetical seats
on the home of the Raiders turf for
the last time of their lives as high
school students. Commencement
2010 was on its way. Starting the

program with welcome and com-
ments address was SPFHS Principal
David Heisey.

Parents and spectators cheered
from the sidelines as each speech
ended and then the next one started.
Valedictorian Zachary Flanzman,
started off by saying that the United
States had just won the World Cup
soccer game in South Africa. As ev-
eryone cheered in unison of America’s
victory, Zachary tied it in with the
next four-year span until another
World Cup tournament begins.

“Four years from now, another
World Cup. Some of us will be gradu-
ating college, and we will not be the
same as we are today. There is a big

world and we are about to create
brand new memories and experi-
ences,” Zachary said.

Comparing how small Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are to the rest of
the world, he said, “Discover another
world, but always remember these
memories from the last four years are
ours from the 20:24 bell, gym volley-
ball and the cafeteria. These are our
memories of youth.”

Telling students to discover the
world with new passion, he said he
wished he could have just one more
year at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

Salutatorian Samantha Henderson
reminded students how fun science
tests were and that students were
nearing adulthood.

“Socially, emotionally, academi-
cally and authentically, we have all
changed over the past four years.
Take a good look and realize how you
got here and remember that school
remains a part of you,” Samantha
said.

The Senior Chorus members per-
formed a Gospel version of “Bridge
Over Troubled Waters.”  A verse that
reminds students that they are never
alone, “I’ll be your bridge over
troubled waters. Oh, if you ever need
a friend, look around I’m sailing right
behind.”

Following the music ensemble,
Board of Education President Trip
Whitehouse congratulated all 352
students on their $400,000
fundraising effort to fight cancer. He
told students to set goals, “march
perfectly,” “be true to your beliefs
and possibilities” and “once in awhile,

Sonia Owchariw for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SO LONG, SPFHS...The 2010 Class of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School listens to speeches during commencement
exercises held at Tyson Field on Wednesday evening.  Three-hundred-and-fifty-two graduates received their diplomas
during the festive ceremony.

Choral Director Resigns; New
Brunner, McGinn Principals Told

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Several
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
students, graduates, employees and
district parents came before board
of education members at Thursday’s
BOE meeting to express their sup-
port for the high school’s choral
director, John Brzozowski, who re-
cently resigned after his position
was reduced from a full-time one to
a .8 position.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Hayes said the tough budget cuts
that she has had to make recently had
to do with the $3.8-million reduction
in state aid and the $860,000 that was
cut from the budget by the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood governing bod-
ies when the budget failed. When
making reductions, she said, she con-
tinues to look for those that would

have least impact on the classrooms.
“It is not because I don’t love sports,

music, or teaching first graders to
read,” Superintendent Hayes said. “I
understand the public’s concern. No
one wanted to lose Mr. Brzozowski.
There were no cuts that I gave up
willingly.”

She added that the “fundamental
problem” for Mr. Brzozowski has
been that he “remained the least se-
nior member of the department.”
There were also certain classes that
did not get fully subscribed.

“I am very perplexed,” parent
Donna Gerhauser said. “The concert
choir alone serves 180 students. How
is this [the choral director position] a
part-time job?”

“You can see by how many people
showed up tonight how important
music is,” SPFHS student Rob
Colonna said. “I would hate to see
any awesome program get ripped
apart.”

“I am sad and angry that you are
letting go of, in my opinion, one of
the best teachers in the school,”
SPFHS student Charles Centinaro
added.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
reiterated that Mr. Brzozowski’s time
was cut by 20 percent. “We did not let
him go,” he said.

“I am worried about the quality of
a candidate we would get for a .8
position,” McGinn Media Specialist
Erica Moon said.

Superintendent Hayes said she ex-
pects to have a choral department at
the high school come September, and
for the choral teaching position to be
filled. She said she also intends to
find a qualified candidate. “I have
had at least two meetings with the
supervisor of fine arts,” she said.

“I hope we can find someone who
can live up to the standard of Mr. B,”
SPFHS student Taylor Sprague said.

Additionally, board members ap-
proved, on Thursday, the
superintendent’s personnel recom-
mendations to promote Joan Mast
from supervisor to assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum, instruction
and technology and to appoint past
SP-F BOE Vice-President Sasha
Slocum as principal at McGinn
School, replacing Susan Kukucka
who resigned after three years of
running the school.

Ryan Miller was hired as assistant
principal-athletics at SPFHS, replac-
ing Rob Harmer, whose contract was
not renewed by the BOE. Mr. Miller
held the same position with
Parsippany High School. The BOE
also approved the reassignment of
Scott Bortnick from science supervi-
sor at SPFHS to principal at Brunner
Elementary School. He replaces Jodi
Frank, who has retired after nine years
as Brunner principal.

Ms. Slocum came before the board
and said hello to McGinn families in

July 4th

Independence Day,

Happy Birthday America

Concerts, Fireworks In Towns
Salute Independence Day

Thursday, July 1
Westfield

The Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (SAR), West Fields Chapter,
along with the Westfield Community
Band, will participate in the annual
Independence Day Celebration and
Band Concert tonight, Thursday, July
1, beginning at 7:30 p.m. at
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

As in prior years, the program will
feature the West Fields SAR Color
Guard, who will present the Colors,
and the Daughters of the American
Revolution, who will lead the Pledge
of Allegiance. Westfield Councilman
David Haas will deliver the Indepen-
dence Day address, and “Town Crier”
Lowell Schantz will deliver the news
of the day.

Friday, July 2
Plainfield

The city’s Independence Weekend
will begin with a 9:30 p.m. fireworks

display at Cedar Brook Park. Festivi-
ties will conclude with the city’s 87th
Independence Day parade beginning
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, July 3, along
East Front Street.

Saturday, July 3
New Providence

The borough’s Independence Day
celebration will be held in downtown
New Providence. The evening’s cel-
ebration will include a kids’ show by
Presley and Melody, starting at 8
p.m., on South Street near Spring-
field Avenue. DJ Mike Savage also
will entertain from atop the NP Fuel
“Jets” truck. Fireworks will begin at
9:15 p.m.

Sunday, July 4
Cranford

Cranford’s Independence Day fes-
tivities will begin with the Cranford
Jaycees’ 31st annual Firecracker four-
mile road race and one-mile fun run.
Festivities also will include canoe

races, bicycle decorating, an egg toss,
and fireworks after 9 p.m.

Springfield
The township’s celebration of the

nation’s 234th birthday will begin at
5 p.m. at Meisel Avenue Park with
food, beverages, rides and games,
followed by a concert at 7:30 p.m.
featuring The Toys with Barbara
Harris and the 1910 Fruitgum Com-
pany. The evening will conclude with
fireworks. A $5 donation is requested.

Clark
Food, music and novelty vendors

and a small carnival will be featured
at Arthur L. Johnson High School’s
field at 365 Westfield Avenue, high-
lighted by fireworks.

Mountainside
The Borough Council,

Mountainside Fire Company and the
PAL will present the borough’s an-
nual fireworks display at dusk at the
fields behind Our Lady of Lourdes
and Deerfield Schools. The celebra-
tion will be free and open to the
public. Ice cream will be distributed
courtesy of the PAL. The rain date for
this event will be Monday, July 5.

Roselle Park
The borough will feature food and

entertainment for the whole family.
The day will be highlighted by a
fireworks display at dusk.

Elizabeth
The city’s fireworks display will

be held at Veterans Memorial Water-
front Park at Elizabeth Avenue and
Front Street. A DJ and dancing will
precede the fireworks at 5 p.m.

Union
The township’s festivities will be-

gin with the third annual “American
Soap Box Derby” at 10 a.m. on
Stuyvesant Avenue. Entertainment
will feature Smooth performing
Motown music beginning at 7:30
p.m., followed by fireworks at dusk

600 North Avenue West, Westfield - West |  908-233-0065 www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfieldwest

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Coldwell Banker®

May 1st -July 31st

Open to all home buyers
No income limitations
No property eligibility requirements

Get up to an $8,000 credit back at closing.

* Any pricing decision is in the seller’s sole discretion and is subject to negotiation between the buyer and seller. Buyers are encouraged to contact their lender to ensure that 
participation will not adversely affect their financing as well as an attorney or tax professional regarding any legal or tax implications. Certain sellers may elect to extend the 
Buyer Bonus beyond the promotional period.

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for complete details on this limited-time offer.

Purchase a participating house between May 1st and July 31st, and the home seller
will provide a credit back at close of 3% of the accepted offer price, up to $8,000*.

Concerts Begin July 15
At SP Village Green

SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch
Plains Cultural Arts Committee has
announced the acts for the 2010 Sum-
mer Cultural Arts Series. The series
will begin on July 15th. All perfor-
mances will start at 7:30 p.m. and
take place on the Alan Augustine
Village Green, located at 430 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

The schedule is as follows:
Thursday, July 15 – Mason Gross

Jazz Quartet.
Thursday, July 22 – Westfield Sym-

phony Orchestra.
Thursday, July 29 – John Powers

Band.
Tuesday, August 3 – National Night

Out.
Thursday, August 12th – Eric

Harrison Crash Chorus.
The Mason Gross Jazz Quartet,

since 1971, features members who
are versed in all aspects of jazz, from
Duke Ellington to the stars of jazz
today. Past members have become
jazz stars of their own.

The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra, founded in 1983 and under the
direction of the renowned David
Wroe, is viewed as one of the “cul-
tural jewels” in the metropolitan area.

The John Powers Band, a mainstay
within the New Jersey music land-
scape, brings rock music to where
you could “drive with your windows
down and the stereo turned up.”

The Eric Harrison’s Crash Chorus,
solo and with his band, take you back
with classics from The Beatles, Bob
Dylan, Bruce Springsteen and REM.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WHAT A LIFE...A local resident gets ready to watch the movie Fantastic Mr. Fox
at LaGrande Park in Fanwood at Cruiser Night on Tuesday. The movie is part of
the Fanwood Recreation Commission’s free summer movie series held every
Tuesday night through August 17.

Sonia Owchariw for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIME TO CELEBRATE..Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School graduates cel-
ebrate the conclusion of commencement exercises last Wednesday evening.

Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING MR. B...A large crowd attends Thursday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting in support of the high school’s choral director, John
Brzozowski, who resigned after his position was reduced from a full-time position
to a .8 position.
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