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Garwood Senior Housing
Simon stated that the facility would
have two full-time employees, as well
as two part-time employees, saying
the Garwood facility would not be a
nursing home, assisted living, or any
other hospital-like setting.

The meeting was packed with citi-
zens showing support of both sides of
the application. Residents of the
Boynton Avenue buildings showed
up to support WSCHC’s application,
while Garwood residents living in
close proximity to the vacant school
voiced their concerns about the pro-

posed building.
Of major concern, brought up by

Garwood resident Tom Bianco, was
the lighting proposed for the exterior of
the building. Mr. Bianco said he feared
that 15-foot-street lamp style lights,
planned to illuminate the parking lot,
would shine over his fence onto his
property at night, potentially keeping
him and his family awake at night.

“The plans indicate a lighting
scheme that would have all of the
lights in the parking lot on from dusk
until 10 p.m.,” civil engineer Teal
Jefferis explained on behalf of
WSCHC. “From 10 p.m. to dawn
there will be a reduced number of
lights that will be on simply for the
safety of the residents in and around
the rear portion of the building.”

WSCHC’s landscape architect,
Alan Goodheart, explained that Em-
erald Green Arborvitae would be
planted along the property’s north-
east border, forming a buffer between
the parking lot and the adjacent resi-
dences. The arborvitae, he explained,
would eventually grow to be 50 feet
tall, dwarfing the light fixtures.

Also of concern was the presence
of a large evergreen tree of historical
significance on the southeastern cor-
ner of the property.  “A lot of money
was spent by the residents to move
that tree from the school over to this
location to preserve it because it was
planted for a good cause,” noted board
member William Nierstedt. “A lot of
time, effort, blood and sweat went
into that.”

There is a tool shed on the property
where Boy Scouts keep their equip-
ment. WSCH stated that they would
preserve both the shed and the tree.

The hearing will continue before
the planning board on Wednesday,
July 28 at 7:30 p.m.

Make a memory for your family in Mindowaskin Park
The Friends of Mindowaskin Park are actively seeking donations for repair, beautification and future long-range projects.  We invite you to 
be a permanent part of Westfield’s history by commemorating your message on a granite paver at the Historic Bandstand’s Memory Walk. 
Personalized pavers can be purchased for $170 and your tax deductible donation may qualify for a matching contribution from your
employer. Please inquire for additional naming opportunities within the Park. Installation scheduled to begin Summer 2010.

NOTE: Orders postmarked by July 31st will avoid a $25 price increase as of August 1st

Name

Address

City, State & Zip

e-mail:

Line 1

Line 2

Line 3
The Friends of Mindowaskin is a registered 501(c)(3).  All text is subject to Board approval.

Please fill out and remit with payment to:

FRIENDS OF

MINDOWASKIN PARK

P.O. Box 87
Westfield, NJ 07091
phone: 908-233-0028

www.mindowaskinpark.org
e-mail:  info@mindowaskinpark.org

Over 90 years of enjoyment for Westfield residents and patrons

Please indicate your desired inscription below (approximately 13-15 characters per line, 
depending on dimensions of letters and/or numbers chosen.  Spaces count as one.)

GOOD HANDS®.
GREAT SAVINGS.

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964
 
519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

I can help you save money now.
When  you’re  looking  to  save
some green, I’m the first person to
call.  In fact,  drivers who switched
to  Allstate  saved  an  average  of
$348  a  year.  Call  me  first  to  see
how much you can save.

Savings based on national customer-reported data for new policies in 2009. Actual savings vary. Allstate
New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Northbrook,  IL.  ©  2010  Allstate  Insurance
Company

Mamary Appointed Westfield’s
Supervisor of Athletics

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HONORS...Students are recognized for academic achievements, standing in
front of their peers, during Westfield High School graduation ceremonies on June
23. See goleader.com/photos.

WESTFIELD — Sandra Mamary has
been appointed the supervisor of athletics
for the Westfield Public Schools, follow-
ing the retirement of 25-year school vet-
eran, Edward Tranchina. Since 1987, Ms.
Mammary served as certified athletic
trainer at WHS, where she provided ser-
vice to 1,200 student-athletes annually
on a total of 66 teams, including 26 var-
sity teams. She also serves as adjunct
professor at Kean University and as a
clinical coordinator at Montclair and Se-
ton Hall Universities, as well as Kean.

Effective July 15, she will be respon-
sible for organizing and administering
the overall program of extracurricular
athletics, both intramural and interscho-
lastic, for the Westfield Public School
district. She will also supervise the physi-
cal education department. She becomes
the first female to head Westfield’s ath-
letic department.

A graduate of East Stroudsburg Uni-
versity with a Bachelor of Science degree

in Health and Physical Education, Ms.
Mamary also earned a Master in Educa-
tional Administration from Kean Univer-
sity.

Peter Renwick, Westfield High School
principal, stated, “I am thrilled to hear
that Ms. Mamary will be the new super-
visor of athletics. Ms. Mamary has been
an integral part of our successful athletic
program for many years and I am confi-
dent that she will maintain our tradition
of excellence here in Westfield for all our
athletic programs. Ms. Mamary promises
to be a wonderful addition to our admin-
istrative staff.”

“It is an honor to be appointed to this
position and follow in the footsteps of
Gary Kehler, who actually hired me, and
Ed Tranchina, both inspirational mentors
and leaders here in Westfield. I look
forward to carrying their tradition for-
ward and instilling in our student-athletes
good sportsmanship, teamwork, safety
and success,” Ms. Mamary stated.

Bolton Named Principal of
Westfield’s McKinley School

WESTFIELD -- Matthew Bolton, a cur-
rent administrator in Westfield, serving as
both assistant principal of Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School and interim principal of
Lincoln School’s Early Childhood Learn-
ing Center, was named McKinley Elemen-
tary School principal at the Board of
Education’s June 29 meeting. Mr. Bolton
replace retiring Principal Claudia Andreski.
His appointment is effective today, July 1.

Mr. Bolton began his career in
Westfield as the assistant principal of
Roosevelt Intermediate School in 2007.
He previously taught sixth grade social
studies as well as second grade in Fair
Lawn from 2001 to 2007.

Mr. Bolton holds a bachelor of science
degree from Seton Hall University and a
Master of Science in Educational Leader-
ship degree from the Bank Street College
of Education.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan, said,

“Mr. Bolton has proven to be a bright,
innovative and enthusiastic leader, who
is well respected by students, parents and
colleagues. I am very pleased to recom-
mend him as the principal for McKinley
School. He has worked effectively as an
administrator and I am confident he is the
right match for this position.”

“I am so thrilled to be joining the
McKinley School family,” Mr. Bolton
stated. “I am looking forward to develop-
ing strong relationships with all of the
students, teachers, and parents of
McKinley and am excited about the mean-
ingful work that lies ahead as we all
collaborate to move an already fantastic
school forward,” he added.

Audrey Zavetz, Lincoln School prin-
cipal, is expected to return from her leave
this summer, and a search will be launched
to fill the position of assistant principal
job at Roosevelt.

Westfield BOE Approves
Student Activity Fees

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education (BOE) held its final meet-
ing of the school year Tuesday. The board
approved Westfield High School (WHS)
athletic trainer Sandra Mamary as super-
visor of athletics, replacing retired Ath-
letic Director Edward Tranchina, and
named Roosevelt Intermediate School
Assistant Principal Matt Bolton as the
principal of McKinley Elementary
School, replacing retiring principal
Claudia Andreski.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan announced that the district will
search this summer for a director of guid-
ance, a position that will be reinstituted
after it was eliminated from the district in
the interest of costs following the resig-
nation of Colleen White in March. Ms.
Dolan said a high school and district of
this size requires a director of guidance.
“We worked hard making sure we could
afford it,” she said.

The BOE approved the refund of the
final bonds of a 2001 referendum. Business
Administrator Robert Berman said the dis-
trict will see a savings of $145,000 over the
next six years, depending on the date of the
sale, and that $3.8 million in bonds remain,
which will be refinanced this year.

The BOE approved the student activi-
ties fee, an implementation expected to
generate revenue of $184,000 for the
coming year.

The two-tiered system will charge stu-
dents a fee to participate in extracurricu-
lar activities. Students participating in
high school and eighth-grade athletics
and dramatic productions will incur a
$125 per-year fee. Other after-school
clubs and activities and all other grade
levels will incur a $60 per-student per-
year fee. Activities offered as graded
classes, such as marching band and color
guard, will incur no such fee.

Superintendent Dolan said she recog-
nizes that every family has different fi-
nancial circumstances, that no child
should be denied an opportunity to par-
ticipate, and that help may be available to
those who qualify.

According to a survey sent home to
parents and students, it would not be a
practical use of public funds to utilize the
National Guard Armory parking lot across
from the high school on Rahway Avenue
for student parking. The armory has of-
fered to lease its property to the high
school at a rate of $750 per space per year
($3 per space per day), not including

regular maintenance, monitoring and
lighting.

BOE member Ginny Leiz said the park-
ing lot was considered an alternative to
students paying parking tickets, but that
“it’s apparently not a motivation.” The
survey reflects that most parents and stu-
dents would not be willing to pay more
than $100 for a student-parking permit.

Jennifer O’Connor, a resident of
Shadowlawn Drive, said that since some
streets have been labeled a no-parking
zone for students, her own neighborhood
has been inundated with students’ cars.
“They either have to share the burden
with the other streets or come up with
another option,” she said. She cited safety
concerns regarding speeding teenagers,
garbage on the lawns and her inability to
park on her own street as reasons for the
BOE to take action.

“You have a responsibility as an insti-
tution to be a good neighbor,”resident
Charles Heuer said.

“In light of the financial situation,”
said board member Gary McCready,
“maybe the Armory will come back with
a more reasonable number.”

Resident Mike Nemith of Dorian
Road suggested that the funds from the
sale of the district bond be used to
create a driveway in front of the school
for faculty and staff parking like the
one used at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, freeing up spaces in the
parking lot for students.

Mr. Berman said when the district has
finished using the money from the bond
for current projects, it will then be evalu-
ated that leftover money be used for the
parking problem.

WHS Chief Technology Officer Brian
Auker presented an update on the Gen-
esis Student Management System set to
replace the student database program.
The system is designed with a faster
Internet connection.

Student demographics, emergency in-
formation and immunization records
have been converted to the new system,
as well as the master class schedules of
the high school and intermediate schools.
Individual high school student schedules
have been completed.

Report cards and transcripts will be
completed in July. Links to Project Spe-
cial and the Honeywell alert system will
share data with Genesis. Parents will be
able to access attendance records and
may, in the future, access student grades.
Parents will receive a briefing of the
system in the fall.

Thanking Mr. Renwick, she said it
was a “great privilege” to be selected
as this year’s commencement speaker
and, throughout her speech, she reit-
erated the ideas of attitude and per-
sonal power to change one’s situa-
tion.

Mrs. Andreski began her address
by reading from the children’s book –
“Terrific,” by Jon Agee. The sardonic
protagonist unwittingly emphasized
the importance of being optimistic;
labeling all events that did not seem
to go his way as “terrific” in a voice
dripping with sarcasm.

“Everything,” she told the gradu-
ates, “begins with attitude.... You have
to say ‘terrific’ the right way.”

She also encouraged the audience
to, if they were ever in need of help,
to use the resources around them and
never forget their own ability to im-
prove bad circumstances. As she
wrapped up her speech, retiring Ath-
letic Director Ed Tranchina stepped
up to the microphone to award the
diplomas. “Okay, class of 2010,” he
said. “Let’s do this.”

As the students processed across
the stage toward the beginning of
their post-graduation lives, it seemed
as if they were indeed, as Mr. Renwick
advised, taking the words of Joseph
Campbell, “following their bliss.”
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WHS Grads

Cranford Committee Defends
Sewer Fee, Land Purchase

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — With the public hear-
ing on the 2010 municipal budget set for
July 20, the township committee on Tues-
day heard criticisms of its proposal to
institute a new sewer fee, as well as its
planned purchase of the 3.7-acre Solomon
Schecter Academy property.

The new sewer utility, which will bill
property owners for their water usage, is
being created as a way for the municipal
government to keep its property tax levy
under the state-imposed 4 percent cap.
Other towns, most recently Scotch Plains,
have taken a similar route. Originally, all
properties were to pay a flat $190 fee, but
that idea was scrapped in favor of a for-
mula that calculates the fee based on a
property’s value, said Commissioner
Mark Dugan. “Houses that are worth
more will pay more,” he said. “Houses
that are worth less will pay less.”

Commissioners Daniel Aschenbach
and David Robinson voted against the
new sewer fee formula on Tuesday, with
Mr. Aschenbach, who has been critical of
the proposal for months, saying it is “still
a bad idea.” Later, he called the plan a
“gimmick.”

Several residents spoke to the commit-
tee about the plan for the township to
purchase for $1.9 million the former
Solomon Schecter Academy property on
Orange Avenue. One resident said pay-
ing more than $500,000 per acre was
something “we can’t afford,” given the
present economic conditions.

Mayor Mark Smith defended the move,
saying he did not believe that “we’re
digging that deep into our pockets” to pay
for the land, which, he said, will be set
aside as open space. It was “a rare oppor-
tunity” that the committee “decided to act
on,” he said. The mayor added he ex-
pected that proceeds from the sale of a
variety of smaller municipal-owned par-
cels of land would end up funding much
of the purchase price for the Solomon
Schecter property. And, he said, the town-
ship was presently “trying to move prop-
erties onto the market now,” although he
did not provide specifics on which par-
cels might be up for sale.

Commissioner Aschenbach, who op-
posed the purchase, said funds from the
sale of other municipal properties should
instead be used to pay off township debt.

In other business, the committee
amended an ordinance to adjust the times
that garbage collection can begin. If en-
acted after a public hearing on Tuesday,
July 20, residential pickups will begin no
earlier than 6:30 a.m. and business pick-
ups no earlier than 5:30 a.m. Trash col-
lection at schools will remain at 5:30 a.m.

At the start of its two-hour meeting,
two fire department promotions were an-
nounced: Lieutenant H. William Merwede
was advanced to captain, while firefighter
Andrew Stratton was elevated to lieuten-
ant.

The committee also voted, 3-2, with
Commissioners Robinson and Dugan dis-
senting, to appoint Joanne Westcott as
full-time assistant downtown manager.

MS BOE Introduces new Deerfield
Principle, Business Administrator

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The borough’s
Board of Education bid farewell to the
district’s business administrator and in-
troduced his successor as well as the new
principal at Deerfield School Tuesday
night. In addition, the BOE is looking to
fill a vacant seat after board member
Jorge Batista resigned last week.

“Rod has done a magnificent job and I
wish him well in his new district,” board
member Carmine Venes said. Roderic
McLaughlin, the district’s business ad-
ministrator since summer 2005, will move
on to a similar position in Bergen County.
Mr. McLaughlin will be with
Mountainside through June 30. The BOE
appointed Walter Daniel Saragnese as
interim business administrator and board
secretary at a rate of $600 per day at a
special meeting June 24. Mr. Saragnese
begins work July 5 and will remain with
the district through June 30, 2011.

Chief School Administrator Jeanette
Baubles said, “We interviewed a number
of candidates after posting the vacancy in
The Star-Ledger and recruiting from the
interim list of the New Jersey Associa-
tion of School Business Officials
(NJASBO.com).”

Mr. Saragnese stated, “I want to thank
Dr. Baubles and the board for the confi-
dence they have shown in allowing me to
come here and take over your business
operation.” He continued, “I’ll try and hit
the ground running and get the district
through what probably will prove to be
another very challenging financial year.”

Deerfield School parents and students
were introduced Tuesday to new princi-
pal Kimberly Richards, who replaces
Robert Phillips after his recent resigna-
tion. Mrs. Richards served the past two
years as assistant principle at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains. She en-
ters her 18th year in education after teach-
ing mathematics and refining curriculum
and strategies as an instructional leader
for 15 years at the middle school level.

“My door is always open to students,
parents, and staffers to communicate,”
she told The Westfield Leader. “Clearly
there’s a tradition of excellence here. We
need to inspire the curiosity and passion
of our students to learn.” Mrs. Richards’
first day in district is July 19.

The BOE has another seat to fill after
board member Jorge Batista announced
his resignation last week. Board member
Christopher Minks said, “We’re certainly

going to miss him.” BOE President Mary-
Beth Schaumberg added, “I appreciate
the time that Mr. Batista shared with us.”
Mr. Batista resigned because his family
will be moving out of district. He had two
years remaining on his current term.

The board issued a press release on
June 21 (see above) that invites all quali-
fied applicants to send a letter of interest
to the Board of Education by Thursday,
July 15. The letters will be reviewed and
30-minute interviews, open to the public,
will be scheduled starting at 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 20. The board will then
vote to fill the vacant seat at the Tuesday,
July 27 BOE meeting. The full press
release can be viewed on the district
website at Mountainsideschools.org.

The BOE adopted six policies (five
revised, one new) upon second reading
Tuesday. The most significant of which
requires Mountainside schools to prac-
tice a minimum of one safety drill along
with one fire drill per month. The fee
structure for use of school facilities will
remain unchanged from 2009-2010. Mrs.
Baubles said a “pay-to-play” policy for
athletics was left off the agenda because
“conversations are on-going with the rec-
reation department.”

Mrs. Schaumberg reported negotiations
with the Mountainside Education Asso-
ciation (MEA) are scheduled to continue
near the end of July. She said “Progress
and minor agreements” have been made
in light of the difficult financial situation
that restrains monies from being utilized
for salary increases.

Mrs. Baubles encouraged parents to
consider enrolling their children in the
2010 Summer Camp Program and to con-
tact her directly for details. Further infor-
mation for the camp, along with the Sum-
mer Reading List and the 2010-2011 Child
Care Program will be available on the
district’s website by Friday, July 2.

Tuesday through July and August
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., with a rain date
offered Wednesdays.

The popularity of the event has
been known to bring business to town
on an otherwise slow business day in
the summer, Ms. Cronin said.

The DWC will present Downtown
Westfield’s 9th Annual 5K and Pizza
Extravaganza Wednesday, July 21, at
7 p.m. Unlike previous years’ races,
all participants must be pre-regis-
tered either by mail postmarked July
15 or online by midnight July 17 at
www.practicehard.com.

Digital tags (D-tags) will be dis-
tributed to participants to accurately
record racers’ finishing times, DWC
members said.

“This is a new technology that we
can attach to the runners’ bibs,” Ms.
Cronin said.

Music will be provided by the
Michael Craig Band at the finish line
on Elm Street, along with beverages,
dessert and pizza provided by
Cosimo’s Restaurant on East Broad
Street and Ferraro’s Restaurant on Elm
Street. Ms. Cronin said friendly com-
petition often continues as runners
vote for their favorite Westfield pizza.

The empty space formerly occu-
pied by Cheeburger Cheeburger on
North Avenue near the train station is
expected to be filled by 25 Burgers,
Ms. Cronin said. Marketed as a gour-
met burger provider, the burger res-
taurant offers milkshakes, sides and
25 varieties of burgers ranging from
$6 to $8, according to their website,
www.25gourmetburgers.com.

The vacant space on Quimby Street,
formerly occupied by Old Town
Embroidery, is slated to be filled with
Alan’s Orchard, an organic market
featuring locally grown produce,
artisanal cheeses and free-range
chicken, Ms. Cronin said. Entrepre-
neurs Alan Reinberg and Rich
Andresky will open the store on a
one-year trial basis, offering seasonal
products. With such a low member
turnout for the DWC meeting, mem-
bers were unable to vote on whether
to approve the business owner’s re-
quest for a grant to affix a new sign.

As accessory and gift shop Rhain
on East Broad Street prepares for
closing, Casa di Pizza is obtaining
the necessary permits to open at 50
Elm Street this fall, authorities said.

“It’s a good thing that we have
vacancies being filled in our down-
town,” Ms. Cronin said.

The next meeting of the DWC will
be held Monday, August 9. There will
be no July meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC

Any Mountainside resident who
meets the following state require-
ments may apply for the open BOE
seat: be able to read and write; hold
United States citizenship and one-
year’s residency in the school dis-
trict; be registered to vote in the dis-
trict as of Election Day; have no
interest in any contract with, or claim
against the board; not currently serv-
ing as mayor or member of the bor-
ough council.


