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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

WHS Graduates 442 Seniors
During ‘Spirited’ Ceremony

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — As a blistering
92-degree day cooled into evening,
the 442 members of the Westfield
High School Class of 2010 received
their diplomas last Wednesday. They
were ceremoniously ushered out by
the words of Principal Peter Renwick,
commencement speaker Claudia
Andreski, and class officers.

Class President Melissa Riegel led
off the speakers, reminding the se-
niors that they were the class who had
“brought spirit back” by reviving
events such as spirit week and pep
rallies.

She also reminisced about her own

first day of kindergarten, when she,
“exhausted by a long day” of tasks
such as going to the library and color-
ing, asked her mother how much
longer it would last.

The answer? “Twelve long, fruit-
ful years.”

Kate Brennan, student council
president, followed Melissa by chart-
ing the evolution of those “timid fresh-
man” to the “intimidating and power-
ful seniors” they became.

She cited everything from school
gymnasiums and cafeterias to bath-
rooms as important influences in the
graduates’ lives and character. “Like
in an A in gym,” she noted, to giggles
from the audience, “things in life

don’t come easily.”
Next, Mr. Renwick presented

awards and listed the academic feats
of the graduating class, which boasted
21 National Merit Letters of Com-
mendation, six National Merit Semi-
Finalists and Finalists, three National
Merit Scholarships, 37 Edward J.
Bloustein Distinguished Scholars,
and 132 National Honor Society
Members. In addition, seven students
graduated with a perfect 4.0 GPAs
throughout their high school careers:
Emily Budnick, Tyler Cusick, Anne
Knisely, Samuel Mumford, Graeme
Stahl, Yixiao Wang, and Sue Xiao.

In recognition of the importance of
teachers’ support in fostering stu-
dents, four teachers were also awarded
prizes for this scholastic year. The
PTSO Outstanding Teacher Award
was won by Lauren Durante, while
James Rowan and Terri Martins
claimed the Distinguished Teacher
and Robert and Linda Foose Memo-
rial Award for Excellence in Educa-
tion, respectively.

WHS art teacher Roy Chambers
was one of four statewide honorees in
secondary school education selected
by Princeton University this year.

After noting these accomplish-
ments, Mr. Renwick then warmly
introduced guest speaker Claudia
Andreski. A long-time employee of
the Westfield school system, Mrs.
Andreski began teaching at Jefferson
Elementary School 31 years ago.
Since then, she has occupied the po-
sition of vice-principal of Franklin
School as well as her current post as
principal of McKinley School. She is
retiring this year.
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Independence Day

Happy Birthday America

Concerts, Fireworks In Towns
Salute Independence Day

Thursday, July 1
Westfield

The Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (SAR), West Fields Chapter,
along with the Westfield Community
Band, will participate in the annual
Independence Day Celebration and
Band Concert tonight, Thursday, July
1, beginning at 7:30 p.m. at
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.

As in prior years, the program will
feature the West Fields SAR Color
Guard, who will present the Colors,
and the Daughters of the American
Revolution, who will lead the Pledge
of Allegiance. Westfield Councilman
David Haas will deliver the Indepen-
dence Day address, and “Town Crier”
Lowell Schantz will deliver the news
of the day.

Friday, July 2
Plainfield

The city’s Independence Weekend
will begin with a 9:30 p.m. fireworks
display at Cedar Brook Park. Festivi-
ties will conclude with the city’s 87th
Independence Day parade beginning
at 10 a.m. on Saturday, July 3, along
East Front Street.

Saturday, July 3
New Providence

The borough’s Independence Day
celebration will be held in downtown

New Providence. The evening’s cel-
ebration will include a kids’ show by
Presley and Melody, starting at 8
p.m., on South Street near Spring-
field Avenue. DJ Mike Savage also
will entertain from atop the NP Fuel
“Jets” truck. Fireworks will begin at
9:15 p.m.

Sunday, July 4
Cranford

Cranford’s Independence Day fes-
tivities will begin with the Cranford
Jaycees’ 31st annual Firecracker four-
mile road race and one-mile fun run.
Festivities also will include canoe
races, bicycle decorating, an egg toss,
and fireworks after 9 p.m.

Springfield
The township’s celebration of the

nation’s 234th birthday will begin at
5 p.m. at Meisel Avenue Park with
food, beverages, rides and games,
followed by a concert at 7:30 p.m.
featuring The Toys with Barbara
Harris and the 1910 Fruitgum Com-
pany. The evening will conclude with
fireworks. A $5 donation is re-
quested.

Clark
Food, music and novelty vendors

and a small carnival will be featured
at Arthur L. Johnson High School’s
field at 365 Westfield Avenue, high-

lighted by fireworks.
Mountainside

The Borough Council,
Mountainside Fire Company and the
PAL will present the borough’s an-
nual fireworks display at dusk at the
fields behind Our Lady of Lourdes
and Deerfield Schools. The celebra-
tion will be free and open to the
public. Ice cream will be distributed
courtesy of the PAL. The rain date for
this event will be Monday, July 5.

Roselle Park
The borough will feature food and

entertainment for the whole family.
The day will be highlighted by a
fireworks display at dusk.

Elizabeth
The city’s fireworks display will

be held at Veterans Memorial Water-
front Park at Elizabeth Avenue and
Front Street. A DJ and dancing will
precede the fireworks at 5 p.m.

Union
The township’s festivities will be-

gin with the third annual “American
Soap Box Derby” at 10 a.m. on
Stuyvesant Avenue. Entertainment
will feature Smooth performing
Motown music beginning at 7:30
p.m., followed by fireworks at dusk
at Biertuempfel Memorial Park. Free
refreshments will be provided.

Monday, July 5
Summit

Summit’s 63rd annual Fourth of
July Celebration will take place at
Soldiers Memorial Field on Ashland
Road. In case of rain, the fireworks
display will be held on Tuesday, July
6. A Flag Raising at 9:45 a.m. will
begin the festivities, followed by bike
decorating; a Polka Dot kids concert;
novelty rides; games and amuse-
ments, and an emergency services
softball game. Evening festivities will
begin with a concert by The Cameos
at 7:45 p.m., followed by fireworks at
9:15 p.m.

Courtesy of Tony Archambault
ALL WET...A water main break occured  Tuesday in Westfield in front of Falcon
Printing on Central Avenue. The water main was in the process of being
reconstructed at the time of the accident.

PROMOTIONS...Sandra Mamary is appointed supervisor of athletics and Mat-
thew Bolton is named principal of McKinley School in Westfield at the Board of
Education on Tuesday night. Pictured, left to right, are: School Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Ms. Mamary and Mr. Bolton. See story on page 8.

Streetscape in Final Stages;
New Eateries Coming to Westfield

By RENNIE WOLTERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) dis-
cussed upcoming town projects and
events and incoming businesses at its
meeting Monday night.

Improvement of the property at
137 Central Avenue, formerly occu-
pied by Bombay, is “right on track,”
said Town Administrator Jim Gildea.
Owners of the incoming business,
Turning Point, are still awaiting per-
mits for electrical work and other
projects for the space, which has been
vacant for over two years.

“It’s a state-regulated process,” Mr.
Gildea said. “These are not road
blocks; these are required steps.”

The new café will offer breakfast,
brunch and lunch using recipes from
scratch, according to the restaurant’s

website, theturningpoint.biz. The
menu includes hot and cold break-
fasts, soups, salads and sandwiches,
and specialty beverages.

The South Avenue streetscapes
project is in its final stages of comple-
tion, Mr. Gildea said, as crosswalks
have been added, cracked sidewalks
have been repaired, graffiti has been
removed and pay stations will be
activated this week on a trial basis.

On-street-parking meters have been
removed in favor of pay stations such
as those used on the North Avenue
side of town. A 10-minute grace-
period button will be offered for the
first 10 minutes of parking, unlike the
other stations in town, which offer a
10-minute grace period after the paid
space has expired, authorities said.

The paid spaces were designed for
a high turnover in parking volume,

allowing an estimated $80,000 per
space per year in value in retail sales,
according to DWC Executive Direc-
tor Sherry Cronin.

“They’re very important economic
tools,” she said.

The Westfield in Bloom project
will continue in its quest to beautify
Westfield for its participation in the
America in Bloom competition on
Monday and Tuesday, July 12 and
13, Ms. Cronin said. Judges will cri-
tique various landscapes, homes and
business fronts for floral displays and
tidiness of the town, among other
criteria, to determine the most beau-
tiful participating community in its
category, according to the website,
americainbloom.org.

As the only participating commu-
nity in New Jersey, and one of 28 in
the nation, Ms. Cronin said she hopes
Westfield will match or surpass last
year’s rating of four out of five
blooms. The DWC, William’s Nurs-
ery on Springfield Avenue and
Westfield volunteers have teamed up
to plant flowers near the train station
and around town in preparation for
the contest.

“It’s not about winning,” Ms.
Cronin said. “It’s about getting the
community involved.”

The DWC is working out the elec-
trical plan in preparation for the 14th
annual Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival, Ms. Cronin said. The festi-
val offers live jazz music on the North
Avenue side of the train station every

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Residents Issue Concerns
Over Sen. Housing Proposal

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough’s
planning board heard testimony last
Thursday from the Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing Corporation
(WSCHC) to build a three-story, 72-
unit senior  independent living facil-
ity at the site of the former St. Anne’s
School on Second Avenue. WSCHC
currently owns and operates two in-
dependent living facilities on Boynton
Avenue in Westfield, similar to the
one they plan to operate in Garwood.

According to a letter to the board
from Harbor Consultants Inc., Engi-
neers, Planners & Surveyors of
Cranford, representing the applicant,
plans calls for creation of a first aid/
ambulance drop off/pick-up zone;
widening of the rear walkways and
landings to accommodate gurneys;
expansion of the delivery and trash
area at the rear of the building; con-
struction of a “no-parking” drop off
zone directly in front of the building
along Second Avenue; reducing the
height on some of the on-site light
poles, and decreasing lighting levels
after 10 p.m.

At Thursday’s meeting WSCH’s
acting executive director, Karen
Simon, explained that the idea of this
facility is to be more like an apart-
ment complex than a nursing home.

“The residents in this building are,
if you will, able to carry out the terms
of the lease on their own. They do not
have medical assistance unless they
bring it in themselves for their own
need,” she told the board.

The building will consist of one-

bedroom apartments, complete with
kitchens and bathrooms, even though
“there will [also] be a congregate
kitchen on the premises to serve one
meal a day,” Ms. Simon explained.
“That’s an option for them; it’s not
required as opposed to in an assisted
living, where meals are included.”

“We will have a nurse visiting once
a week,” Ms. Simon added, “as op-
posed to having a medical staff.” Ms.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ALL HATS FOR GRADS...Westfield High School Class of 2010 graduates display and toss their hats in traditional fashion
during commencement ceremonies last Wednesday evening, June 23, 2010.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
MY FELLOW GRADUATES…Westfield High School Class of 2010 Student
Council President Katie Brennan, left, and Class President Melissa Riegel make
their speeches at Wednesday’s commencement exercises.


