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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The Book of Eli:
A Real Page-Turner

The Westfield Memorial Library 
presents

Make Your 
Own Artist 
Book

with Artist 
Shari Seltzer 

For Teens and Adults 
Wednesday, February 3   
6:30 to 8:30 pm 

Learn how to make your own book with a       
simple sewn binding. Bring photos, notes, let-
ters and other mementos. Shari brings collage     
papers, colored pencils, beads, buttons, 
threads, and other ephemera. It will be unique! 

The Westfield Memorial 
Library

550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 

908.789.4090 

Open to Westfield Memorial Library and 
MURAL cardholders. Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on Online 
Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 ext 4140. 

Chansonettes Seeks New
Voices as Rehearsals Begin

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes of
Westfield seeks new voices as the group
begins rehearsing for its upcoming spring
tour, entitled Girls, Girls, Girls.

The all-women’s chorus will be per-
forming this May at several locations in
the area, including Westfield Senior
Housing, Chelsea Fanwood, Chelsea
Warren and Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital.

The program will feature songs cel-
ebrating the ladies and music, and will
feature songs such as “I Enjoy Being a
Girl,” “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best
Friend,” “Sisters” and “Stop in the Name
of Love.”

The Chansonettes, which began more

than 60 years ago, performs both a
holiday concert series in December and
a spring concert series in May of each
year. The women rehearse once a week
on Wednesday nights at the Presbyte-
rian Church on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda.

The group is currently looking for
new members who enjoy singing and
gathering with friends. Anyone need-
ing more information regarding up-
coming concerts, interested in joining
the group or booking a future concert
may call vice presidents, Jackie Costello
or Amy Herrington at (908) 789-5819
or (908) 317-5910, respectively.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Lessons of Biblical proportion are
harsh: plague, locusts, whatever it takes
to get a decadent citizenry to stand up
and take notice. In The Book of Eli, no
less than full-scale Armageddon has
made the planet barely recognizable.
But wait, look, appearing through the
dust, it’s a survivor. He is Eli Walker,
resolutely trudging toward the hori-
zon.

We soon learn there are pockets of
others. Some live fearfully in hovels.
Many have formed into bands of cut-
throats who steal from the less strong.
But woe unto those who attempt to
compromise this proud remnant of
better days. Superbly played by Denzel
Washington, and bold, unafraid and
on a mission, he is the post-apocalyp-
tic hero personified.

As such, he has had to equip himself
not only with a firm faith and determi-
nation, but also with all the fighting
skills needed to traverse a world that
has reverted to an aberrant primitive-
ness. When it comes to cinema’s top
killing machines, you can rate him
right up there with Sylvester Stallone’s
John Rambo and Clint Eastwood’s
Man With No Name.

Hence, there are guilty thrills
aplenty, which, when combined with a
complementing bit of rather well writ-
ten, sociological punditry, make for a
rousing and surprisingly absorbing
time at the Bijou. Helping Mr. Wash-
ington establish his good guy creds by
way of antithetical example, Gary
Oldman is nastily terrific as the dema-
gogic Carnegie.

A malevolent lord of the flies,
Carnegie, too, has a vision, albeit com-
pletely self-serving. And also like
Walker, and unlike those born after
“The War,” he can read. He has had his
thuggish minions combing the
scorched, concrete-colored country-
side in search of a specific book. But
so far it’s been no dice. That is, until
Walker traipses into his town.

Perhaps it’s the way the stranger
carries himself, the obvious confidence
and humility. Although he decimates a
good portion of Carnegie’s inner reti-
nue, Walker did first try to discourage
them from their untimely but lickety-
split deaths. The bad guy figures such
power can only emanate from one
who has the book. So he offers him a
job.

No thanks, says our brave new road
warrior, who has only stopped in hopes
of getting the battery in his iPod
charged and trading for whatever
needed goods the local black market
offered. Nope, doing the Horace
Greeley redux, he has heard of more
promising pastures out west. Yet un-
der duress, he accedes to stay the night
and “think it over.”

Sent to Walker’s chambers that
evening to ply some gentle persuasion

is Mila Kunis as the pulchritudinous
Solara. The daughter of Carnegie’s
blind and doubtlessly indentured mis-
tress (Jennifer Beals), she fears that
failure in the femme fatale department
will spell suffering for her mom.
Folklorically, she comes away en-
chanted by the wayfarer.

Suffice it to note, humanistic cap-
tive and nihilistic captor are soon at
loggerheads, which provides for dar-
ing escapes, action-packed chase
scenes and numerous violent engage-
ments. The good fight is fought across
the catastrophe-ridden landscape, a
backdrop that metaphorically gasps
with exhaustion from man’s indul-
gences.

Building on a relatively recent com-
pilation of imagery (the Mad Max
series, The Postman), directors Albert
and Allen Hughes construe their idea
of a world ravaged by the Big One.
Exquisitely drab art direction is at
once foreboding and instructive. “See
what you did in the name of your one
and only god?” the rubble seems to
cry.

Likewise, the award-worthy cos-
tume of survival, donned here by
Denzel with dressed-to-kill pragma-
tism, has evolved into an amalgam of
L.L. Bean and army surplus by way of
the second hand shop. Interestingly,
though, Mr. Oldman’s warlord, who
generally has others do his bidding, is
outfitted in the double-knits of a sleazy
nightclub impresario.

Along with the appurtenances of
the day, as well as the folkways and
mores of the culture, these observa-
tions keep the brutality in check. While
the creative extrapolation may not be
as astute as Jean-Jacques Annaud’s
painstaking, interpolative peek into
the past in Quest for Fire (1981), it is
inventive enough to pique our imagi-
nations.

The question is, while it probably
delights Nostradamus, why are we so
infatuated with humankind’s Grand
Finale? Perhaps The Book of Eli an-
swers it in part. For in the same brain
synapse that conjures the idea of apoca-
lypse, infinity is probably right there
to contradict. Walker lives. On and on
it goes, and where he stops nobody
knows.

In other words, there is hope. Though
it sure is a cruel reckoning, and the
cleanup will be a real bear, there can
never really be an end, can there, Mr.
Einstein? But beware. Philosophical
stuff between the lines or not, the
viscerally powerful aspects should very
well dissuade more sensitive filmgoers
from curling up with The Book of Eli.

* * *
The Book of Eli, rated R, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by
Albert Hughes and Allen Hughes and
stars Denzel Washington, Mila Kunis
and Gary Oldman. Running time: 118
minutes.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Choral Art Society ‘Resurrects’
Knowles Paine’s Mass in D

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Under the direction
of James Little, The Choral Art Society,
performing John Knowles Paine’s Mass
in D, gave a stellar and enthralling
performance at the Presbyterian Church
in Westfield on Saturday night.

Paine, a native of Portland, Me., was
influenced by German aesthetics. While
growing up in New
England, he stud-
ied under a German
immigrant / opera
singer, and at the
age of 19, Paine
traveled to Berlin,
where he studied organ extensively.

He began writing the Mass in D
while in Germany and completed it
when he returned to the States in 1861.

The Mass in D, a choral and orches-
tral composition, has 18 movements or
parts; it was scored for four vocal solo-
ists, orchestra, organ and chorus. The
piece represents subsections of a tradi-
tional Catholic Mass and is sung in
Latin.

Each movement portrays basic Chris-
tian tenets and tells the story of Christ’s
crucifixion and resurrection. The art-
istry and loveliness of the singers’ op-
era-style voices, the orchestra and the
traditional church setting created a ce-
lestial vibe that was thoroughly en-
trancing.

Listeners closed their eyes and were
transported to Jerusalem during the early
days of Christ. Intricate vocal and instru-
mental pitches, inflections and notes
brilliantly express the mood of each part.

For example, in movement number
8, “Crucifixus,” the choral singers, with

precision, portrayed the dark, treacher-
ous energy that the story of Christ’s
crucifixion imbues:

“Crucifxus etiam pro nobis, sub
Pontio Pilato passus / et sepultus est.”
(“And was crucified also for us / under
Pontius Pilate he suffered, died and was
buried”).

Uplifting is the mood in number 9,
“Et Resurrexit,” a beautiful verse about

the resurrection of
Christ: “And the
third day He rose
a g a i n … w h o s e
kingdom shall have
no end.”

Bass soloist An-
drew Martens gave a brilliant perfor-
mance in “Et In Spiritum Sanctum”
(“And In the Holy Spirit”). Mr. Mar-
tens’ singing emoted triumph, which is
exactly what this reverent verse con-
cerns.

Kurt Alakulppi, lyric tenor, also per-
formed a fabulous solo, his voice smooth
and clear.

The second-to-last movement, en-
titled “Agnus Dei” (“Lamb of God”),
featured an alto and soprano duet. Alto
Ellen Goff Entriken and Mezzo-so-
prano Sharon Lynne Byrne also did an
excellent job capturing the appropriate
mood for this verse – humility: “Agnus
Dei, qui tollis peccato Mundi, Miserere
nobis.” (“O Lamb of God, that takest
away the sins of the world, have mercy
on us”).

For the rock-opera version of Christ’s
crucifixion, see Jesus Christ Superstar;
those seeking out a close replica of the
original oratorios about the story of
Christ, check out a version of John
Knowles Paine’s Mass In D.

From a ‘Blank Canvas’
Sprouts Many Creations
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Last month’s annual
Blank Canvas For Art’s Sake
Fundraiser at the Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey (VACNJ) in Summit
was a powerful collaboration between
those who create art and those who
support it.

More than 100 artists, some from
as far away as California and Massa-
chusetts, created pieces of art from
blank canvas supplied by VACNJ.
The art was then auctioned at a recep-
tion held in mid-December.

The event was co-chaired by Trust-
ees Catie Totman and Rachel
Weinberger.

Ann Schaffer of South Orange, a
Contemporary Arts Council member
of the Museum of Modern Art, a
trustee and chair of the Art Commit-
tee of the Montclair Art Museum and
a member of the Photography Com-
mittee of the Guggenheim Museum,
served as guest curator.

In addition to the more than
$120,000 raised, the event also helped
to further the VACNJ mission of bring-
ing art awareness to the community.

Proceeds will fund exhibitions of
contemporary art, docent-led tours,
educational outreach programs and
studio classes and workshops.

Working off of an image, Debra
Livingston of Scotch Plains created
an encaustic (hot wax) collage of a
Tanzanian woman washing her dishes
outside her home. The image came
from Ms. Livingston’s work as a vol-
unteer teacher in Tanzania.

“[The Blank Canvas Fundraiser]
always has wonderful artwork, and

I’m proud to be part of it,” she said.
Using pyramid-shaped boxes,

Plexiglas frames, buttons and Egyp-
tian cotton, Clara Liss Manheim, also
of Scotch Plains, created a multime-
dia work, titled “Having Tea with
Toot (Tut),” depicting the boy-mon-
arch King Tutankhamun.

“I was trying to portray that a box
has different meanings. Someone
could be boxed in, or receive a gift in
a box,” she said.

Mountainside artist Cynthia Smith
Weiss, who created a landscape in
oils on a 12”x12” shadow box that
had been painted on all visible sur-
faces, said, “I was honored to be part
of the Blank Canvas event.” The land-
scape, which she titled “Lemon Fair,”
is, according to the artist, “a muddy
stream [that] became a blaze of color
in this Vermont landscape.”

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. of New
Jersey’s 21st Legislative District and
Union County Freeholder Angel
Estrada addressed Blank Canvas at-
tendees.

Investors Savings Bank, Patricia
Bell of South Orange, NetRoadShow,
Cartier, Merrill Lynch and Spectrum
Group Management sponsored the
2009 Blank Canvas event.

Kevin Cummings, president and
Chief Executive Officer of Investors
Savings Bank, announced that the
bank’s Charitable Foundation would
donate $20,000 in grant funding to
VACNJ, to be used for its educational
programs for New Jersey’s
underserved “Abbott” district public
school children in Elizabeth.

For more information on VACNJ,
visit: artcenternj.org.

WF Symphony Presents
Variations on a Latin Beat

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Feb-
ruary 21, at 8 p.m., at Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway, the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
will present “Variations on a Latin Beat,”
a music-and-dance spectacular featur-
ing Tango, as well as colorful dance
rhythms from the
Spanish Diaspora
and beyond.

C a r o l i n a
Jaurena, Diego
Blanco and other
professional dance
masters and musi-
cians will join the
WSO, in collabora-
tion with TeatroSi,
to take the audience
on a sensory tour of
Tango.

WSO Music Di-
rector Maestro
David Wroe said,
“This is indeed a
spectacular visual and musical collabo-
ration presenting Tango at its sizzling
best that is sure to thrill young and old
alike.”

Continuing the Latin beat, WSO will
also perform De Falla’s The Three-
Cornered Hat, a lighthearted tale of
attempted seduction containing some
of the most colorful music coming out
of Spain. Pianist Elena Baksht will also
join WSO to present a lively perfor-
mance of Gershwin’s Concerto in F.

This concert will also feature a pre-

sentation of “These Worlds in Us” by
Missy Mazzoli, the Music Alive: New
Partnerships Composer in Residence
with Westfield Symphony Orchestra.
The performance of Ms. Mazzoli is
made possible by a grant awarded to
the WSO by the League of American

Orchestras and
“Meet the Com-
poser,” which has
allowed Ms
Mazzoli to estab-
lish a residency
with the WSO.

Tickets may be
purchased directly
from the WSO of-
fice, located at 224
East Broad Street,
or by calling the box
office at (908) 232-
9400. Tickets (pay-
able by cash or
check) are also
available at the

Town Bookstore in Westfield and Mar-
tin Jewelers in Cranford.

For further information, call (908)
232-9400, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org or go to
westfieldsymphony.org. or
teatrosi.com.

TWO TO TANGO…Tango masters
Adriana Neira and Orlando Ibarra,
above, will join Carolina Jaurena and
Diego Blanco in a unique visual and
musical collaboration resulting in a
Tango spectacular on February 20.

Theater Project Hosts
Benefit Performance
CRANFORD – The Theater

Project, Union County College’s Pro-
fessional Theater Company, an-
nounced benefit performances of
Christopher Durang’s one-act com-
edy For Whom the Southern Belle
Tolls. They will take place on Friday,
January 29, at 8 p.m. and Saturday,
January 30, at 3 p.m.

The suggested donation is $25, and
the proceeds from the performance
will benefit The Theater Project.

In the satire of Tennessee Williams’
The Glass Menagerie, former south-
ern belle Amanda Wingvalley struggles
to marry off her sensitive son Lawrence
and finally rid her home of his collec-
tion of glass swizzle sticks.

Funds raised are needed for the
2010 season. There will be light re-
freshments at the post-performance
social hour. To reserve tickets, call
(908) 659-5189.

F.O.P. Fundraiser
Returns for Year Nine
MOUNTAINSIDE – This year’s

ninth annual Comedy Show Fundraiser
for the disease Fibrodysplasia
Ossificans Progressiva (F.O.P) will take
place on March 20 at 7 p.m. at the
O.L.L. Parish Hall, located at 300 Cen-
tral Avenue in Mountainside. The sug-
gested donation is $50 per ticket. Tables
of eight are suggested. Individual-seat
sales are available upon request.

Those attending should all bring with
them a non-perishable food item, to be
donated to Kathleen DiChiara, who
runs the New Jersey Community Food
Bank in Hillside.

To learn more, contact Gary Whyte
at (718) 442-7525.

Arising from Murky Waters, Lotus
Flowers Come to Symbolize Purity

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Viewing “Melody of the
Lotus,” the photographic exhibit by Chung
Kun Shih at New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts (NJWA) last month, was like inhaling
a long, deep breath of spring in the
midst of a frigid winter.

An aquatic perennial native to
such countries as China, India and
Thailand, the lotus is an important
symbol in Hinduism, Buddhism,
and the religions of Egypt. In Asian
cultures, the lotus symbolizes the
overcoming of life’s difficulties and
obstacles.

The flower also symbolizes pu-
rity, according to Dr. Shih’s wife,
Gloria, who spoke to The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
as Dr. Shih’s spokesperson while he was
in China.

“The lotus is esteemed as a beautiful
flower that arises from murky water,” she
said, adding that the lotus is also an Asian
symbol of purity.

Dr. Shih’s images were created from
lotus plants growing in various lotus gar-
dens in and around Beijing, China.

He mostly uses the lotus plant as a focal
point in a stunning natural arrangement that
takes over the entire photograph.

One example of this is “Contrast,” an
image of two lotus flowers – one pink and

Scotch Plains resident Clara Liss Manheim’s multimedia work, titled
“Having Tea with Toot (Tut)”

one white – positioned side by side on the
same plant. The photo was taken at Bai
Yang Dian in the Hebei province.

At other times, Dr. Shih employs the
lotus as a backdrop for calling attention to
other mysteries such as an insect sucking

nectar in “Enjoyment,” also taken
at Bai Yang Dian.

In “Breeze Over Lotus Field,”
taken at Old Summer Palace in
Beijing, it is the leaf of the lotus,
not the flower, that dominates the
photograph.

A photographer since he was in
high school, Dr. Shih captured the
images in “Melody of the Lotus”
with a Nikon F5 camera.

“The photographs [in ‘Melody
of the Lotus’] were amazing in their detail,
clarity and color. All of the works viewed as
a group made a wonderful display, which
drew many people to view and purchase
them. It was one of the most popular exhib-
its we have had in our gallery,” said a
spokesperson for NJWA.

Dr. Shih has had a photo published in the
October 2000 issue of National Geographic.

He also publishes an annual calendar that
focus on a particular theme. Dr. Shih’s 2010
calendar is titled “Symphony of Flowers.”

Dr. Shih is recently retired from his 30-
career with Infineum and ExxonMobil
Chemical. His last position was as China
Joint Venture Manager.

The Choral Art Society performs Paine’s Mass in D.
Tom Fortunato for The Leader/ Times

The Choral Art Society holds its re-
hearsals weekly on Tuesdays from 8 to 10
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church. Prospec-
tive singers are welcome. To learn more,
email cas@westfieldnj.com or call Cindy
Brogan at (908) 518-0152


