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KLOTZ NETS CAREER HIGH 24 PTS., ADDS 4 ASSISTS

Indian Hoopsters Win Clash
With Lady Raiders, 45-38
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Turnovers, control of the boards
combined with effective inside shoot-
ing paved the way for the 4-6 Rahway
High School girls’ basketball team to
grab a 45-38 victory over the visiting
2-8 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
on January 22.

Raider junior point guard, Evie
Klotz, embraced the challenge with a
career-high 24 points, four assists,
three rebounds and four steals. Klotz
was deadly from the free-throw line,
sinking eight of nine shots. Center
Tara Sweeney bucketed six points
and grabbed eight rebounds. Fresh-
man forward Renee Oliver pulled
down four rebounds and scored two
points. Junior guard Becca Kreyer
had two steals and three assists. Erin
Brown scored four points, and Kelsey
Meisch contributed two points.

Asia Huey fired in a season-high
25 points, including one 3-pointer,
and Enyah Warren added nine points
to guide the Indians.

“The first half, once again, the turn-
overs killed us, and I think we were
creating the turnovers for ourselves.
It was not anything that they were
doing so specially. We were throwing
the ball right in their hand,” said Raider

Head Coach Jen Ryan. “It’s just a
matter of building the confidence and
trying to make them understand how
to take care of the ball against the
press. It’s about panicking. You can-
not panic against the press; you have
to be under control. We are so capable
of that, and that is the frustrating part.
For some reason, we’re losing that
halfway through the game. Rebounds
hurt us also. We have to keep people
off the offensive boards so we don’t
get into foul trouble, and they don’t
get easy baskets.”

The Raiders had difficulty boxing
out and were rocked back on their
heels when the very offensive Indi-
ans, with the assistance of Huey, be-
gan the game with a 7-0 run, but the
Raiders bounced back when Klotz
got on track and hit a three-pointer.
Meisch then hit two free throws and
Oliver connected with a jumper. Later,
Sweeney added a three-point play,
and Klotz added a lay-up near the end
of the quarter.

In the second quarter, the Raiders
found it difficult, as sloppy play, mis-
directed passes and Indian dominance
led to a 27-20, Rahway lead at the
half. Klotz hit 4-for-4 from the line
and Brown banged a pair of 2-point-
ers.

In the second half, the Indians con-
tinued with a solid zone defense, re-
bounded the ball well, found their
opening inside and pushed to a 38-27
lead. Only Klotz came out for the
Raiders and swished in seven points,
including a 3-pointer.

In the fourth quarter, the Raiders
were effective with a full-court press
and won the quarter, 11-7. Klotz
snatched two of her four steals, nailed
two jumpers and converted 4-for-5
from the line to finalize the scoring.

“Aysia Peterson and Taylor
Sebolao, two of our big shooters were
out today, so I needed to step up and
get it done. During every practice we
shoot at least 20 from the stripe so we
can get good at it. If I want to take it
to the hole, I have to get ready to be
fouled and make the shot. I never
knew I had that many points today,”
said a smiling Klotz.

“I told her in the beginning of the
year that we were going to rely on her
to score points. I keep using that word
‘capable of scoring that many points.’
She is very unselfish, but right now
she has to be very selfish, and I told
her if she sees light, put it up,” coach
Ryan added.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 10 10   7 11 38
Rahway 11 16 11   7 45

SKIBITSKY, KALIMTZIS, SNYDER PIN; BARBER WINS

Roselle Park Panthers Stop
Blue Devil Wrestlers, 57-21

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heavily armed Roselle Park Pan-
thers crept into Westfield and strutted
back out with a 57-21 victory over the
Westfield High School wrestling team
on January 20. The 10-1 Panthers,
who won three head-to-head bouts by
decision and two by fall, were also
the recipients of five forfeits.

As with their match with No. 8
ranked Brearley on January 15, the
Blue Devils’ first bout of the evening
began at 145-lbs where Brian Henry
became the victim of a quick barrel
roll takedown to a three-point nearfall

from Panther Rich Weslock. By the
third period, Henry was trailing, 8-1,
but he pulled off a nice throw-by
takedown. Weslock won, 9-3, but
Henry showed another strong finish
against a strong opponent.

“I was impressed with Brian even
though he lost. He gave up two big
moves, but other than that, he pushed
and pushed,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said. “I think we can get
that kid in the county tournament.”

Panther Russ Benner, a NJSIAA
qualifier last year, strong-armed Erik
Gozdieski with a bear hug, back trip
takedown before pinning in 1:26 at
152-lbs. Another state qualifier, Den-

nis Carroll, demonstrated a figure-
four cradle to pin Blue Devil Chris
Tomasso in 2:25 at 160-lbs. At 171-
lbs, Panther Vic Pozsonyi tallied four
takedowns and an escape to top Billy
Kim, 9-2.

The Blue Devils’ first win came at
215-lbs when Tom Snyder used an
under-half nelson and a tight waist to
pin John Canelao in 1:03. Blue Devil
Mike Kalimtzis pinned John Devito
in 1:56, using a half nelson, tight
waist maneuver at 103-lbs.

Although expecting a rematch with
Panther Dan Pisauro, who won a 5-4
decision against him at the Panther

Invitational on December 29, Troy
Skibitsky faced Lucas Lavista and
put on a clinic of five takedowns,
which included head-and-arm, single-
leg and side single takedowns, before
showing him the lights in 5:06 with a
single grapevine, head smother.

“Troy looked good! I know he’s
disappointed that he didn’t get a dif-
ferent match-up, but he was tough
against whomever they threw at him,”
commented coach Kurz.

At 135-lbs, Blue Devil Ryan
Jennings dropped a tough, 6-3, deci-
sion to Nick Longo then, in the final
bout at 140-lbs, Blue Devil Christian
Barber faced his second straight

NJSIAA qualifier, Matt Krynicki, who
made the trip to Atlantic City in 2008.
Just as in his bout with Brearley’s Dan
Ries the week before, the first period
was scoreless. Krynicki escaped in the
second period, and Barber had several
near takedowns but to no avail. Barber
escaped in the third period and kept
getting near takedowns. Finally, he
came through with the takedown to
win, 3-1.

“I started off slow. I should have
opened up more. First and second
periods I couldn’t get my shots off. I
felt that I should have beaten him
much more than I did. I think I should

have had more time to fin-
ish the takedowns a couple
of times,” Barber said. “I
know I can’t leave it up to
the ref, so I had to keep
wrestling smart. I pulled it
off at the end.”

“He’s got to learn he
can’t let these kids hang
around. I am sick of these
zero-zero first periods. It’s
time to get offensive and
get a takedown,” coach
Kurz said.

In his bout with Ries,
Barber took a 1-1 tie into
the fourth overtime period
where he chose the
“down” position for the
tiebreaker. Ries “hung” on
to get the win.

In hindsight, Barber
said, “Yes! I would choose
top. It was questionable,
because I dropped to the
legs a couple of times, and
I didn’t want to get called
for stalling on top, so bot-
tom, I guess, was a safe
choice, but I think I should
have taken top.”

“He got out under 30
seconds in the second period. We
figured there was no reason he
couldn’t do it again,” coach Kurz
added. “I give the kid credit. He rode
him tough.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Weslock (RP) d Henry, 9-3
152: — Benner (RP) p Gozdieski, 1:26
160: — Carroll (RP) p Tomasso, 2:25
171: — Pozsonyi (RP) d Kim, 9-2
189: — Frank Yuro (RP) won forfeit
215: — Snyder (W) p Canelao, 1:03
Hwt: — Lou Medina (RP) won forfeit
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Devito, 1:56
112: — Brandon Leary (RP) won forfeit
119: — Dan Pisauro (RP) won forfeit
125: — Skibitsky (W) p Lavista, 5:06
130: — Jon Acosta (RP) won forfeit
135: — Longo (RP) d Jennings, 6-3
140: — Barber (W) d Krynicki, 3-1

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON HER WAY TO A CAREER HIGH…Raider point guard Evie Klotz, No. 22, netted a career-high 24 points against the
hosting Rahway Indians on January 22. Rahway won, 45-38.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON THE PIN…Blue Devil Tom Snyder, top, pinned Panther John Canelao in
1:03 at 215-lbs on January 20 in Westfield.
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CONTEMPORARY

Scotch Plains. California Contemporary on 3/4 acres of private hilltop property. Open
floor plan, 3 spacious Bedrooms, entertainment sized Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining
Room, bright and airy Living Room, Family Room with wood burning fireplace, full
finished basement, hardwood floors, enclosed porch, large deck, and 2 car oversized built-
in garage. Could easily be converted back to 4 Bedrooms. Home Warranty.

CUSTOM HOME

Scotch Plains. Elegant 7 BR, 4 Full Bath Custom Home offers a unique layout perfect
for an extended family. The spacious in-law suite, on the main level, has a kitchen, Living/
Dining Area, up to 3 BR, full bath, separate garage, elevator for easy access. The fully
finished ground level features a rec room, Den w/fplc, 2 BR & full Bath. The main level
features a Great Rm. Has a 3 car att garage & is set on a near half acre of park-like property
with a tiered paver patio.

Scotch Plains. Welcome to this updated 4 Bedroom, 3 full Bath Bi-Level home.
Features include an updated eat-in-kitchen with marble floor, refinished hardwood floors
throughout, Bathrooms updated in 2003, spacious lower level family room with wood
burning fireplace and sliders leading to patio. Gas heating, central air conditioning, 2 car
built-in garage and beautifully landscaped property complete this lovely home.

BI-LEVEL

Scotch Plains. This 5 BR home was completely renovated in 2005. There is a beautifully
crafted kit, w/glazed maple cabinetry, custom fittings, SS applcs, granite countertops &
center island. Gleaming hardwood floors flow throughout. 4 spa quality baths, including
the marble detailed master, offer jetted soaking tubs, high end fixtures & custom vanities.
One of the 2 wdbg fplcs graces the lower level great room and French doors open to a
private patio & the .68 acre property.

EXPANDED RANCH SPLIT LEVEL

Cranford. Must see this meticulously maintained custom Split Level tucked away on a
quiet street. The renovated EIK features gorgeous cherry cabinets & cherry pantry.
Hardwood floors lead from the entry foyer to a LR & DR & up the stairs to 3 generous
Bedrooms. The living space is expanded with a FR & full staircase accessing the attic-
perfect for storage or ready to be finished for extra space. A 3 season glass porch off the DR
leads to the beautifully landscaped yard.

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 BRs 3.5 Bths prestigious Center Hall
Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like retreat
Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the many
appointments included in this gem.


