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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Devil of the Week
Mike Kalimtzis

Wrestling

Beautiful Ranch off Lawrence Avenue! 
Great Location! Walk to NYC Bus!

Walking Distance to Schools!

Spacious, Bright, Comfortable and Easy to Maintain 
“you will never want to move again”

3 Bedroom, 2 ½ Bathroom Ranch, 2 Car Garage, 
Eat in Kitchen, Dining Room, Large Closets, Laundry Room on first floor, 

Master Bedroom with two walk in closets, Hardwood Floors, High Ceilings 
in basement. Furnace and Hot Water Heater recently replaced.

 Great Family Room with Skylight, Large Brick Fireplace and Hearth 
and exit to a Spacious Private Back Yard. 

Brick siding on the front and cedar siding on the back. 

For sale by owner. By appointment only.
Call 908.233.6523 or 908.477.4488, Between 9am and 8pm

For Sale
by Owner
$950,000

  

pointers in the second quarter, in-
cluding one at the buzzer. Monte
Grant-DeWitt banged a pair of threes
and Allen Brown also hit a 3-pointer,
while Mike Price committed five acts
of theft.

“They had a lot of outside open
shots. We needed to close out more,
stop allowing so many three-point-
ers. We gave them too many open
looks,” Rogers said.

One individual the Blue Devils also
needed to concentrate on was junior
guard Tyrone Johnson, who entered
the game with 1,049 career points.

“The coach [Blue Devil Head
Coach Kevin Everly] said he was a
very explosive player and we always

needed to help out on defense,” Rogers
said. “Whenever he had the ball, we
always had two guys ready to help
out, because he can get to the rim very
easily. We basically had him as our
number one priority to stop.”

The Blue Devils held him to seven
points in the first half, but Johnson
came very much alive with six points
in the third quarter and 11 points in
the fourth that was concluded with a
steal, followed by a rim-hanging slam
dunk as time ran out. Johnson fin-
ished with 24 points, which also in-
cluded 10 of 12 from the charity line,
to bring his career total to 1,073.
Plainfield   9 16 16 19 60
Westfield 14 11   7 13 45

No. 5 Cardinal Cagers Scoot
Past Blue Devil Boys, 60-45

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Cagers Topple
GL Highlanders, Farmers

The Westfield High School girls
basketball team improved to 4-6 with
a 48-42 victory over Governor
Livingston in Westfield on January
19. On January 21, the Blue Devils
had a strong third quarter to subdue
the Union Farmers, 49-40, in Union.

Senior forward Diana Venezia pulled
17 rebounds and put in 22 points,
including a pair of 3-pointers and four
free throws, while adding two assists
and a steal against the Highlanders.
The Blue Devils rocked the 5-6 Lady
Highlanders with a 15-3 run in the first
quarter, and had enough mustard on
the scoreboard entering the fourth quar-
ter to cover any GL rally.

Blue Devil senior guard Amanda
Markowski bucketed 13 points, in-
cluding a 3-pointer, and finished with
four assists, three steals and two re-
bounds. Katie Ponce grabbed nine
rebounds and finished with five points,

two assists and a steal. Danielle Miller
had four rebounds, three steals, two
assists and one point. Gabby Cerami
and Charlotte Lorentzen each had
two points, Krista Embrett and Sara
Nelson had four and two rebounds,
respectively, and Jessica Mondon had
one rebound. Alyssa Polimeni scored
17 points, including three 3-pointers,
for the Highlanders and Mallory
George added seven points.

Venezia pumped in 21, including a
pair of 3-pointers, and Markowski
put up 17 against the 5-7 Lady Farm-
ers. Ponce scored six points and
Lorentzen scored four points. Chioma
Moneme bucketed 14 points and
Jamiyah Bethune added 13 points for
Union.
Gov. Livingston   3   8 14 17 42
Westfield 15   9 13 11 48

Westfield 14   5 18 12 49
Union   7 11 10 12 40

Can SP-F Swim Team
Relive Memories of ’99?

To put things in perspective, when the
Union County Swimming Champion-
ships begin this Saturday afternoon, it
will have been (more or less) 4,007
days, or 96,168 hours, or 5,770,080
minutes or 346,204,800 seconds since
“The Streak” was ended.

WHS’s streak of 42 years as the Union
County boys swim champions came to
a pulse-pounding end on February 6,
1999, when Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-
F) earned a narrow victory at Elizabeth
High School.

This Saturday, starting at 4:30 p.m.,
the two teams will again be the featured
participants when the U.C. champion-
ships are held at Rutgers University.
(The county girls meet kicks off at 1
p.m.)

SP-F was a solid favorite to win back
in ’99, having won the past four dual
meets between the teams and with, at
the time, the best team in school history.
But it took a controversial disqualifica-
tion of a winning WHS swimmer, and
two great relay anchor swims by SP-F’s
Dave Russ, to decide things.

“We were definitely disappointed
when we didn’t win in ’98,” said Dave
Russ, a junior on that SP-F team that
suffered an 11-point defeat. “We had a
really good team, with sophomores Steve
Berkowitz, Chris Swenson and Charlie
Rowe, a strong group of juniors with
Jeff Wagner, Chris Karelus and myself,
and seniors like Ian Doebber. I remem-
ber Westfield swam really well that day,
but we knew we’d have an opportunity
again the next year.”

When “next year” came, the final
score was SP-F 323½, WHS 304. And
Russ delivered first places in the 50 and
100 freestyles, in addition to his relay
wins.

“It was an extremely exciting meet,”
Russ said. “Westfield swam really well.
And we swam really well.”

In fact, since the meet was expanded
to 12-lane scoring in 1974, the average
winning score has been 300 points –
four less than WHS scored that day. The
average second-place total has been 210
– nearly 100 less than WHS scored that
day. WHS’s second-place score
would’ve won almost half the county
championships over that period.

The disqualification came in the third
event, the 200 individual medley. WHS’s
swimmer easily won the event, but was
disqualified because his personal racing
cap displayed a logo other than WHS or
Westfield. Normally he would turn his
cap inside-out, but he forgot to do that
before that race. Instead of getting 35
points, WHS only got 22; instead of
getting 34 points, SP-F got 39. So it was
a swing of 18 points. But that didn’t
change the final outcome, since SP-F
would’ve still won 318½-317.

The difference was Russ’ anchor legs,
which gave SP-F come-from-behind
victories in the 200 medley and 200 free
relays. Those relay wins were each worth
32 points, as opposed to 26 for second
place. If SP-F had finished second in
both of those two relays, WHS would’ve
won the meet 316-311½ – even with the
disqualification.

“I still remember those relays,” Russ
said. “I was confident if everyone did
their job we would win, so even though
I was diving in a little behind, I felt if I

just swam what I was capable of, we
would win the race. As it was happen-
ing, the thought that we might lose the
relay never crossed my mind.”

Downplaying his role in the victory,
Russ said, “We won as a team with a lot
of guys contributing, like Chris Smith,
Evan Flath, Niel Stender and Steve
Swenson. I hope I’m not forgetting any-
body. We were especially psyched be-
cause Jim Powers, a great guy who had
been our assistant coach, passed away
earlier that school year. We wanted to
get it done that year in his memory.”

And they did.
“I honestly don’t even remember the

end of the 400 relay,” Russ said of the
final event. “I only remember standing
at the edge of the pool with my team-
mates, waiting for the scores to be an-
nounced, getting ready to jump in the
pool and celebrate.”

SP-F will again be favored this Satur-
day, after its 87-83 regular-season win
last month, which featured an incred-
ible four school records.

“I’m guilty of not keeping up too
closely with SPFHS swimming,” said
Russ, who recently moved back into the
area. “But I hear we have some fast guys
who have broken some records, which is
great. Records are meant to be broken.”

WHS is shooting for its 11th title in a
row Saturday (and 56th overall). And,
but for fate and Dave Russ, might have
been going for No. 53 straight this week-
end.

“I got together with Chris Swenson
and Chris Karelus recently and we’re

going to be there Saturday,” Russ said.
“Something I feel Westfield has done
very well is they’ve built a great tradi-
tion of ‘Westfield Swimming’ and being
proud of keeping the county streaks
alive. Hopefully SP-F will pull it off
again and maybe we can start getting
our own little streak and tradition started.

“Westfield and Scotch Plains have
such a great sports rivalry, so to take that
meet back in 1999 was big. In my opin-
ion, it should rank as one of SPFHS’s
greatest victories, regardless of sport.”

DEN JEOPARDY ANSWER
Paul Kennedy, Todd Conover, Karl

Koederitz.
‘DEVIL HAT TRICK’
Congratulatons to senior Amanda

Markowski, for her “Devil hat trick” –
that’s a basketball player getting six or
more points, rebounds, assists, blocks
or steals; any three of those five catego-
ries in one game. She had 17 points, six
rebounds, six assists and six steals in a
win over Union last week.

500 THIS WEEK?
The WHS wrestling team came into

the season with 496 victories in its sto-
ried history. The current team has just a
2-5 record, but faces five beatable oppo-
nents this week. After taking on A.L.
Johnson last night, the Blue Devils host
Cranford tomorrow night then compete
in a quad-meet on Saturday at Eliza-
beth, with Linden and SP-F also there.

DEN JEOPARDY QUESTION
Who were the three divers that fin-

ished fourth, fifth and ninth to score 25
points on Sunday and enable WHS to

earn a tie with Summit at the 1986
Union County Swimming and Diving
Championships?

With four of its top swimmers – sopho-
mores Ron Dau, Mike Linenberg, Aaron
Weber (a double winner the year before)
and Max Wunderle – serving a two-
week suspension and a second-place
400 free relay disqualified (26 points)
on Saturday, WHS shockingly found
itself 25 points behind Summit heading
into Sunday’s diving, which had been
snowed out on Friday night.

Since Summit had no divers, WHS’s
trio arrived at Elizabeth knowing they
needed 25 points to tie and 26 to win.
The winning diver that day was Mary
Beth Mills of SP-F, which had a co-ed
team at the time, with Karen Boos and
Val Terista taking third and sixth. Ironi-
cally, the Raiders’ Ali Buckley, the state
champion that year, wasn’t entered at
counties because of a mandatory school
orchestra concert that snowy Friday
night. If she had competed, the WHS
boys would’ve finished 5-6-10 for 22
points, and Summit would’ve been
champs.

The girls meet that year also was
decided by the divers on Sunday. WHS
went into the one-meter competition
trailing Union Catholic by 11 points
after Saturday’s swimming competition.
But senior co-captain Chrissy Diaz and
junior Patty Berry finished 1-2, giving
the Devils the title by a mere 14 points.

IN PASSING
We were deeply saddened to hear of

the passing last Wednesday of George
Miller. Born in Alpha, George had lived
most of his 92 years in Westfield. A
1936 graduate of WHS, he is the older
brother of Chick Miller, and the grand-
father of all-time WHS basketball scor-
ing leader Erin Miller and current WHS
point guard Danielle Miller.

At WHS, George was quite an athlete
himself. Captain of the 1936 basketball
team that went 17-3 under coach Joe
Freeman, he also was a two-year start-
ing center fielder on the WHS baseball
teams.

George also played a lot of infield
with the amateur Westfield Hawks and
Trojans – missing the Hawks’ game on
May 10, 1941, to marry Eve Wanca.
After earning a Purple Heart during
World War II, he returned to the Hawks’
lineup, playing from 1946-49 and help-
ing the team win two Union County
League titles.

Also passing last week was Canadian
folk singer Kate McGarrigle at age 63.
In addition to being a talented singer,
along with her sister Anna, Kate was the
mom of Rufus and Martha Wainwright,
and the ex-wife of Loudon Wainwright
III – three extremely talented musicians.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub from

Westfield Subs (261 South Avenue East)
is Mike Kalimtzis. The sophomore wres-
tler won the Union County Tournament
103-pound title with a first-period pin in
the final. He is the first WHS county
champion since 2004, when Rob Mench
captured the 103 title.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the school
year. Contact me with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Blue Devil Boys Take 3rd
In Union County Track

The Westfield High School boys
track team placed third with a total of
43, while the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
boys took sixth with a total of 17.25 at
the Union County Championships at
the Jersey City Armory on January 23.
The Raider girls tied AL Johnson for
fourth with 23 points behind Cranford
with 32 points, and the Blue Devil
girls finished 10th with 12 points.

Raider Lamar Parkes won the 55-
meter hurdles with a time of 7.89. Blue
Devil Zach Helfand crossed third at
8.09. Blue Devil Ryan Scrudato crossed
second in the 3,200 meters with a time
of 9:42.03 behind Union Catholic star
DJ Thornton, who finished in 9:40.03.
Blue Devil Andrew Kirna finished fifth
at 10:01.51 and Raider Alex Parker
crossed sixth at 10:05.89. Thornton
also won the 1,600 meters with a time
of 4:22.02. Viking Kevin Mulligan fin-
ished sixth at 4:34.98.

Blue Devil Tyler Cusick finished
second in the 800 meters with a time
of 2:00.62 behind Rahway’s Curtis
Johnson, who broke the meet record
of 2:00.39, with a time of 1:59.85.
Cranford Cougar Jeff Sun crossed
fourth at 2:03.74 and Raider Matt
Alfano placed fifth at 2:04.62. Blue
Devil Bob McKeon tied for second in
the high jump with a height of 5’10”.

Raiders Darryl Simpson and Moussa
Channaoui tied for fourth at 5’8”.
The Blue Devil placed second in the
4x400 with a time of 3:32.46 and the
Raiders crossed fifth at 3:39.6.
Jonathan Henry placed third in the
400 meters at 51.42.

Raider Kim Wenson won the shot
put with a shove of 38’5” and team-
mate Osa Ebose took third at 32’6”.
Blue Devil Kayla Grodzka placed
fifth at 30’9.75”. Cranford Cougar
Natalie Englese set a meet record in
the 400-meters with a time of 57.49,
breaking the old record of 59.18 that
she set last year. Blue Devil Ashley
Edwards placed third at 1:00.15.
Englese also placed fourth in the 55
meters with a time of 7.59 and was
on the 4x400 team that placed third
at 4:17.67. Westfield placed fifth at
4:21.25.

Cougar Bridget Miller crossed
fourth in the 3,200 meters with a
time of 12:03.22 and teammate
Megan Byrnes finished sixth at
12:32.5. Cougar Kelly Burke placed
fifth in the 55 hurdles with a time of
8.65. Raider Sarah Canfield took
fourth in the high jump with a height
of 5’0” and Cougar Bryanna Grant
took fifth at the same height. Raider
Erin Pierce finished fifth in the 1,600
with a time of 5:32.08.
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Homebuyer Tax Credit
Opportunity is Knocking

*Certain income, purchase price limits, and primary resident rules may apply.

• Extended until April 30, 2010,

 close by June 30, 2010.

• Expanded to include buyers

 who have owned their current 

 home at least 5 years;  

 eligible for tax credit of up to

$6,500*.

• Continues to apply to fi rst-

time homebuyers or anyone

 who hasn’t owned a home in

 the last three years; eligible

 for tax credit of up to

 $8,000*.

Follow us on Twitter @ cbwestfield
Become a fan on Facebook @ Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

CLARK $195,000
First flr unit, laundry in Kit, spacious LR, BR w/walk-in closet,
common storage in bsmt. Sep. entrance. DIR: Lake to
Sweetbriar.
MLS: 2732771 908-233-0065

CRANFORD $589,000
NEW LISTING! Spacious Split featuring 4 BR 2.1 BA,
Fam Rm, WB FP & more!  Many updts. Close to town &
train. DIR: Elizabeth to Madison.

MLS: 2739570 908-233-0065

CRANFORD $679,000
Spacious 5BR 3.5BA brick-front Co. Close to town/train.
Lrg Eat-in Kit. w/sliders overlooking patio & deep yard.
DIR: Springfield to NorthUnion.

MLS: 2737972 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $749,000
NEW PRICE! Stunning & spacious home in great condi-
tion. Lots of updates. DIR: Lamberts Mill to Shackamaxon
to Arrowwood.

MLS: 2740351 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $585,000
Vintage Col w/beaut details & updts, nat wood trim, stone
fpl, upt EIK, new BA, yard w/pond, close to all. DIR: North
to Dudley.

MLS: 2714194 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $1,549,000
NEW LISTING! Charming 6BR 3BA center hall Colonial
set on half acre. Sunny & spacious. Beautiful Kitchen, new
Baths & more!
MLS: 2739560 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $737,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION! w/4 flrs completely finished,
fully loaded & detailed. Fin bsmt w/Kit, maint. free deck &
porch. DIR: Mountain Ave or Rte. 22 to Scotland.

MLS: 2736248 908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: SATURDAY, 1/30 1-4PM  120 Sweet Briar

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/31 1-4PM  1 Madison Avenue

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/31 1-4PM  316 North Union Avenue OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/31 1-4PM  217 Scotland Street

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/31 1-4PM  2061 Arrowwood Drive

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/31 1-4PM  332 W. Dudley Avenue

EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS

WESTFIELD-WEST OFFICE
908-233-0065
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