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Borough Birding Activities
Lead Up to Annual Count

FANWOOD – In preparation for
the 13th Annual Great Backyard Bird
Count (GBBC), the Fanwood Envi-
ronmental Commission invites bird
enthusiasts to a two-part birding event
– an information session and birding
seminar on Saturday, February 6, fol-
lowed by a visit to the Fanwood Na-
ture Center on Sunday, February 14,
to count birds for the GBBC.

During the February 6 program,
birding expert Holly Hoffman will
help participants learn more about
birds that come to their feeders. This
event will take place from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Forest Road Park Build-
ing in Fanwood. Pre-registration is
required, since space is limited.

To register for the seminar, down-
load the form at fanwoodec.org or
pick one up at Fanwood Borough Hall.
Individuals are asked to drop off com-
pleted registration forms by Wednes-
day, February 3, at Fanwood Borough
Hall or to register by calling (908)
322-8236 or to e-mail registration to
fanwoodec@fanwoodec.org.

Participants will learn how to count
birds for the GBBC, which will take
place Friday through Monday, Feb-
ruary 12 to 15. Additionally, they will
have an opportunity to take part in
bird-related activities and games to
learn how to identify birds and how
they adapt to different habitats; pick

up a biodegradable bird feeder kit or
make a simple backyard bird feeder,
and win door prizes.

Birders of all ages and skill levels
are welcome to this free event. Par-
ticipation will count towards require-
ments of certain Girl Scout badges
and Boy Scout merit badges.

On February 14, area residents are
invited to come to the Fanwood Na-
ture Center on Cray Terrace between 9
and 10 a.m. and join tens of thousands
of volunteers with all levels of birding
experience across the country in count-
ing birds for the GBBC. Volunteers
will be available to help as well as
provide tours of the Nature Center.

The GBBC, led by the Audubon
Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy, is a “citizen science” project that
invites people from all over North
America to count birds in their back-
yards, parks and open spaces and enter
their tallies online at birdcount.org.
These reports create a real-time pic-
ture of where birds are across the
continent and contribute data for sci-
ence and conservation. For more in-
formation, visit birdsource.org/gbbc/.

The Fanwood Environmental Com-
mission expressed appreciation to its
local sponsors – Wild Birds Unlim-
ited, Parker Gardens, Dunkin’ Do-
nuts, Wendy’s (South Avenue), Home
Depot and Enchantments.

Joe Schott to Offer Program
On Historic Borough Homes
FANWOOD – Joe Schott of

Fanwood will make a presentation
on two of Fanwood’s
historic residences, both
of which were his fam-
ily homes, on Sunday,
February 7, at 2 p.m.
This program will take
place at the Fanwood
Museum, located in
Fanwood’s historic rail-
road station.

Born in Newark in
1922, Mr. Schott and his
wife, Alice “Nancy”
Hart, moved to Fanwood
a year after their 1953
wedding and raised five
children in the borough. After a long
career with Bell Telephone Labora-
tories, Mr. Schott retired in 1984.

Among Mr. Schott’s avocations is

woodworking, which has produced
faithful imitations of historic ob-

jects, one of which is
in the Fanwood Mu-
seum. As a member of
the Flintlocks, he
spends every Thursday
throughout the year
building facilities for
Boy Scout camps in
New Jersey.

The Flintlocks are
responsible for the res-
toration of the two his-
toric sleighs that grace
the property in front of
Fanwood Borough
Hall during the Christ-

mas holiday season. They also built
a structure that serves the operations
of the Fanwood Recycling Center.

When the Schotts first came to
Fanwood, they lived at 140 Farley
Avenue in a home built in 1855 by
Anthony Farley, for whom the street
was named. Mr. Schott discovered
among the attic beams of his house
some artifacts that now reside in the
Fanwood Museum.

In 1964 the Schotts moved to their
second house, at 185 Watson Road in
Fanwood. This structure was origi-
nally built as a carriage house in 1891
on the property of a nearby and still-
standing Victorian house at 60 Martine
Avenue. The structure was moved in
1921 and converted to a private home.

This presentation will focus on
the importance of the preservation
of Fanwood’s historic homes, as well
as the legacy of their histories. The
Fanwood railroad station is located
at North and North Martine Avenues.
Admission will be free and registra-
tion is not required.

Joe Schott

Library Events to Spotlight
Twitter and Pulaski Skyway
WESTFIELD – Adults will have an

opportunity to learn about Twitter and
the building of the Pulaski Skyway
during upcoming programs at the
Westfield Memorial Library, located
at 550 East Broad Street. The Twitter
program will take place on Saturday,
February 6, at 2:30 p.m., while the one
on the Pulaski Skyway will be held on

Monday, February 8, at 7 p.m.
Amy Kearns, president of the New

Jersey Library Association Informa-
tion Technology Section, will present
the program on Twitter, which has
become the most popular applica-
tion for real time conversation. Ms.
Kearns is program coordinator for
the Central Jersey Regional Library
Cooperative and a part-time lecturer
at the School of Communication and
Information at Rutgers University in
New Brunswick.

According to Ms. Kearns, more than
four million people visit Twitter in a
month. She stated that a ComScore
report has shown that people ages 45
to 54 are 36 percent more likely than
any other age group to use Twitter.

The program on the building of the
Pulaski Skyway will be presented by
Steven Hart, author of “The Last Three
Miles: Politics, Murder, and the Con-
struction of America’s First Superhigh-
way.” He describes the epic endeavor to
build the Pulaski Skyway and span the
Meadowlands, with little known back-
ground information included.

Mr. Hart will reveal engineering
and architectural mistakes, sordid lo-
cal politics in Newark and Jersey City,
titanic mayoral and union egos and a
nation clumsily stumbling into its love
affair with the automobile.

Both programs are open to MU-
RAL and Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders. To register, go to the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4130.

BAGS OF GOODIES…The Westfield Service League’s (WSL) Thrift Shop,
located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will hold its annual end-of-winter Bag
Day on Saturday, February 6, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Customers will be able to
purchase grocery sized bags for $5 each and fill them with clothing, toys, books,
shoes and household items. The WSL also operates a consignment shop at that
address. All proceeds from both shops benefit local charities. WSL volunteers,
pictured left to right, are: Lee Perry, Betty Cagnassola and Chris Re.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Action-packed day & travel summer 

camp for kids ages 21/2 to 14...

Check out Camp Yachad before summer begins 

at one of our OPEN HOUSES: Sunday, January 31 

or Sunday, February 21  1 – 3 pm 

at the JCC of Central NJ, 1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains

Professional 

parks, overnights & more 

Visit www.jccnj.org for more 

information & summer 2010 registration.

Come see 

what we’re 

all about!

Free

E-File

Library Invites Community
To Lincoln-log-a-thon Event
SCOTCH PLAINS – The public is

invited to participate in the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s second annual
family Lincoln-log-a-thon on Sunday,
February 7, from 1 to 2:30 p.m. At-
tendees will recreate Lincoln’s rural
boyhood village of Little Pigeon Creek,
Ind. using Lincoln Logs™.

The event will offer an opportunity
to help build the log cabins, farms,
general store, meeting house, school
and mills that made up the small rural
community in Lincoln’s time. Simple
instruction sheets and pre-bagged kits
will be distributed and library staff
members and building professionals
will be on hand to offer assistance.

Families with children in second

grade through high school are invited
to sign up. Attendance will be limited
to 25 families and pre-registration is
required. At the end of the program,
the buildings will be in place for
display in the library’s downstairs
gallery area. K’Nex has donated a
special set of Bicentennial Lincoln
Logs™ to be awarded as a prize.

All programs at the library are free
and open to everyone. The Scotch
Plains Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue. To register, follow the
registration link on the Events tab of the
library homepage, scotlib.org, or call or
e-mail the library at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or
library@scotlib.org.

Girl Scouts Offer Invitation
To Sample World Cultures

WESTFIELD – Girl Scouts Heart
of New Jersey (GSHNJ) will present
a new “Uniquely Girls” program on
Friday, February 5, during which
girls will be invited to experience
“Festivals Around the World.”

Open to all girls age 5 to 17, this
program will enable participants to
embark on a path of discovery about
other cultures and places. It will take
place from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Girl
Scouts Heart of New Jersey Westfield
Service Center, located at 201 Grove
Street, East, in Westfield.

Participants will “visit” India, Italy,
Brazil, Louisiana and China. Older
girls will experience Henna art, learn
calligraphy, design face masks and
create sand art. Younger girls will be

Library Announces
‘International Club’
GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-

lic Library is in the process of form-
ing an “International Club” to dis-
cuss and share different cultures. The
first organizational meeting will be
held this Saturday, January 30, at 10
a.m., when participants will decide
on a date and time to hold their future
gatherings. Club members plan to
meet once a month at the library for
about an hour each time.

During these meetings, they will
sit and chat about their homeland and
culture and share stories, recipes, tra-
ditions, travel tips and more with
people of different backgrounds.

To join this group, register by calling
the Garwood Public Library at (908)
789-1670, visit the library and register
in person, or register online at the
library’s website, youseemore.com/
garwood. The library is located at the
corner of Third Avenue and Walnut
Street. Library hours are 9 a.m. to 8
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturday.

able to try their hand at origami, pa-
per fortune cookies and dragon mak-
ing. The cost is $17 for girls new to
Girl Scouting (includes Girl Scout
membership and activities) and $5
for Girl Scout members (those who
bring one or more non-Girl Scout
friends will receive free entry).

Registration is required. For addi-
tional information, call Sue DeCarlo,
membership segment director, at
(908) 232-3236, extension no. 1220,
or e-mail sdecarlo@gshnj.org.

GSHNJ serves Union, Somerset,
Hudson and Essex Counties and parts
of Middlesex and Warren Counties,
including Berkeley Heights, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Scotch Plains and Westfield. Informa-
tion on Girl Scouting and volunteer-
ing is available by calling (908) 725-
1226 or visiting gshnj.org.

Needle Nite Program
On Tap February 5

FANWOOD – The monthly Needle
Nite program will continue at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church on
Friday, February 5, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

The quilts being made for the Cen-
ter for Hope Hospice are nearing
completion, and participants are hop-
ing to have them ready to show at the
Harvest Quilters’ quilt show in March.

The knit and crocheted items have
been given to Beth Israel Hospital for
newborns, nursing homes, Children’s
Specialized Hospital and as helmet
liners for service people.

For further information about this
project or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891.

Surrogate to Address
Holy Trinity Seniors

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, February 8, at 1:30 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium on First Street in Westfield.

James S. LaCorte, Union County
Surrogate, will be the guest speaker.
Mr. LaCorte is an elected official re-
sponsible for probating wills, appoint-
ing executors and administrators for
estates and appointing guardians and
trustees. He will offer updates that
especially concern senior citizens.

During the regular meeting, mem-
bers will hear about the club’s next day
trip to Doolan’s in Spring Lake for an
Irish Fest on Monday, March 15. The
cost is $60 per person. Signups will
take place at the February 8 meeting.

Klondike Derby Set
For This Saturday

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Patriots’
Path Council of Boy Scouts of
America will hold its 55th Annual
Klondike Derby this Saturday, Janu-
ary 30, in the Watchung Reservation
in Mountainside. It will run from
8:30 a.m. to approximately 2:30 p.m.
and will be followed by an awards
ceremony.

During the competition, the area is
turned into the Klondike region of
Alaska and Canada, where the scouts
go from “town to town” to test their
skills in such challenges as fire build-
ing, map and compass reading and
First Aid. This year, an old event –
Semaphore signaling (flag signaling)
– will be brought back in honor of the
100th anniversary of Boy Scouting
next month. All are welcome. For
more information, call (908) 447-
4880.

Swenson & Sons
Electrical Contractors

“Just Good Old-Time Service”

• Established in 1928

• All Electrical Services

• Sump Pump Installation Too

Liberal Financing Terms (In House)
in These Difficult Times

908-654-7799

Call Carl.....You’ll be Glad You did.

www.swensonandsons.com
908-276-9000

License # 4309


