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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Regarding Governor
Christie on Change

Chris Christie in his inauguration
speech, parroting the President, claims
“change has arrived.” Okay, fine, when
am I getting a permanent property tax
cut?

Robert Scardapane
Somerset

NJWA Director
Corrects the Record

Thank you for printing the picture of
me, et al, at the Rotary in the January 21
edition of The Westfield Leader. After
reading the caption, I must set the record
straight as far as my involvement with
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) is concerned.

The caption under the picture stated
that I am the “owner of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.” That is not accu-
rate. My title is “Founder and Executive
Director.” NJWA is a nonprofit organiza-
tion, and as such, is not owned by anyone.

I believe one of the Rotarians wrote the
caption; If possible, can you set the record
straight?

Ted Schlosberg
Westfield

The Westfield Public School District’s
newsletter, Emphasis on Education, has
been mailed to all households in Westfield.
The newsletter includes key results of the
board of education’s recent community
survey. It also highlights district and stu-
dent accomplishments from the previous
school year.

“I am pleased to provide this report to
the Westfield community,” stated Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan.
“We can all be proud of the achievements
of our students. I also am gratified for the
continued support of the community,
which is evident from our survey re-
sponses.” When asked to rate the Westfield
public school system, 95 percent of those
surveyed responded that the district was
“excellent to good.” Additional responses
are posted at www.westfieldnjk12.org/
2009survey.

Background: The Westfield Board of
Education is committed to providing the
means to prepare students to achieve and
to lead healthy and productive lives now
and in the future. As part of this commit-
ment, the board of education and school
administration is recommending the de-
velopment of a new strategic plan to en-
sure that we will continue to provide our
students with worthwhile opportunities
to learn and to grow during their forma-
tive years in our schools.

Before we began the strategic planning
process, it was important to receive input
from the community. So, prior to setting
forth on a plan for the future, a survey was
developed to understand what the public
perception of our schools is today. In the
summer of 2009, the superintendent met
with an experienced statistician whose
company provided services for our school
district during our 2003 community sur-
vey process.

In establishing the groundwork for our
2009 community survey, we were fortu-
nate that his consulting services were pro
bono. In his recommendations, he made
three points very clear: 1) Utilize a ran-
dom sample of parents and non-parents;
2) make the survey short; and 3) for
purposes of comparison, ask similar ques-
tions to those which were asked in 2003.

We were successful in keeping many
of the questions similar, while reducing
the total number of questions from 39
asked in 2003, to 23 in 2009. The Long
Range Planning Committee of the
Westfield Board of Education met on
several occasions with the superinten-
dent and the coordinator of School/Com-
munity Relations to fine tune the survey.

Another qualified consultant, whose
expertise was in the formatting of survey
questions, reviewed the proposed survey
for us, also at no charge to the district.
With the availability of reliable computer
software, Westfield opted for an online
survey format. It was released to the
sample groups on October 27, 2009. A
percentage of our parent population was
randomly selected, with each individual

School Views - Westfield BOE

The 2009 Community Survey

receiving an e-mail with a unique link to
the survey. A similar percentage of resi-
dents without children were mailed a let-
ter, inviting them to participate in the
survey.

They were asked to either e-mail or call
the Office of School/Community Rela-
tions with their e-mail address. The ad-
dresses of the residents were procured
from the most recent Union County Board
of Elections voter list of Westfield. Ap-
proximately 7 percent of the mailings
were undeliverable.

Newspaper articles and parents news-
letter messages, website postings, and
televised announcements at our board of
education meetings all served as remind-
ers of the community survey. Several e-
mail reminders were sent directly to both
the parent and non-parent groups, re-
minding them of the survey deadline,
which was extended to November 13,
2009.

By availing ourselves of an online sur-
vey, we were successful in eliminating
more than $4,800 in external expenses
that were incurred in 2003 when we relied
on a paper survey requiring copying and
printing costs, an outside keypunch sup-
plier, data analyst and additional postage.

Demographics: Eighty-seven percent
of the respondents have lived in Westfield
for five years or more. Seven percent are
adults who graduated from Westfield High
School. Of the total respondents to the
survey, 38 percent hold a master’s de-
gree, compared to 34 percent of those
surveyed in 2003; 31 percent have a
bachelor’s degree, compared to 26 per-
cent in 2003; and 17 percent hold a doc-
torate degree or higher, compared to 20
percent in 2003. Close to 10 percent have
some graduate school education, similar
to 2003.

Fifty-four percent of the respondents
are 40 to 49 years old, compared to 56
percent in 2003. Seventeen percent are 30
to 39, compared to 24 percent in 2003; 25
percent are 50 to 59, compared to 15
percent in 2003. Four percent are 60 or
older, an identical percentage in both
surveys. One percent is 70 or older, com-
pared to 2 percent in 2003. No one was
under 30 years of age, compared to 1
percent in 2003.

Responses: An important option was
the ability to keep the responses confi-
dential. A total of 427 surveys were com-
pleted in full, with a 55-percent return
rate from the Westfield parent group and
16 percent from the voters list. The total
response rate was 36 percent. The major-
ity of respondents, 85 percent, were par-
ents who had children in the Westfield
Public Schools.

Survey Responses: The results were
presented to the board of education by
Superintendent Margaret Dolan on De-
cember 15, 2009. They will be further
reviewed by the Strategic Planning Coun-
cil, comprised of school and community
members, in 2010.

Letters to the Editor
Public Figures’ Accomplishments:
‘Does Not Prove their Character’

Mark McGwire’s recent admission that
he used steroids when he made homerun
history is only a small part of a major
problem in our country and throughout
the world. We celebrate celebrity without
knowing much, if anything, about the
person being so honored. Tiger Woods
led an exemplary public life, but we
learned a long time later that his private
life leaves much to be desired. The
Watergate Tapes revealed President Ri-
chard Nixon to be far from the public
image his public-relations team portrayed
him to be.

Governor Elliot Spitzer of New York,
Governor Mark Sanford, former presi-
dential and vice-presidential candidate
and former North Carolina Senator John
Edwards, and Nevada Senator John En-
sign, to name four examples, fell from
public grace because of their sordid pri-
vate lives, which were first revealed by
the news media. Up until that time they
were viewed models of the community,
honest and above reproach. The shame is
that millions of people put their faith in
them and cast their votes for them and that
two of them, Mr. Spitzer and Mr. Edwards,
even had dreams of becoming President
of the United States.

The public has every right to expect
that the famous, rich and politically pow-
erful, who inhabit the airways, newsprint
and television screen, exhibit the highest
standards of conduct. It is bad enough that
the adult citizenry is constantly disap-
pointed by violations of these standards.
It is even worse that the younger genera-
tions, who often look up to a Mark

McGwire or a Manny Ramirez as role
models, as much as Tiger Woods was
viewed was by millions of his golf fans,
are disappointed. The result is distrust
and cynicism and even an anything-goes
attitude that says that if these people can
get away with it anybody can.

What is required is the public’s atten-
tion to detail and not to commercials and
press releases and other forms of puffing,
to use a term of advertising. The public
must be vigilant, and here we have the
news media to thank, so that those truly
deserving public admiration are the ones
who actually receive it. That a person
makes homerun records, or plays a cham-
pionship tournament way under par, or
runs a huge organization, or wins by a
landslide does not prove the character of
the person. For as Ecclesiastes said a very
long time ago, “What profiteth a person if
he or she gains the world and loses his or
her soul?”

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

‘Keep Watchung Stables
County-owned and -operated’

Editor’s note: This letter was sent to
Auxiliary Members and copied to the
newspaper.

On Thursday, January 14, Nancy
Scileppi, Nick Cioppettini and I had a
meeting with George Devanny, Al Faella
and Ron Zuber from the county office. I
can’t say that the meeting was overly
productive, but some points were brought
out into the open.

Bottom line, Watchung Stables is be-
ing considered for privatization because
of the budget. Money. Even though we
did provide several pages of
moneymaking ideas, they said that was
not enough to prevent the privatization of
the stables. The other problem was staff-
ing. If they expanded the programs, they
would need more staff. We also recom-
mended volunteer programs and corpo-
rate sponsorship. Their idea of
privatization is not what we think. They
are not looking to lease the entire property
and let someone else run it. They want to
bring in a business/advertising/manage-
ment team to run the stables. The county
would still have control and would have
the final say on everything. No horses
would be destroyed.

The county has already done this with
the golf courses, and they said it is work-
ing out well. The business company runs
the golf club, but the county still main-
tains the property and sets the prices.

All information is presented to the free-
holders at the budget meetings. Al Faella
agreed to have an open question and an-

swer session with us on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 24, at 7 p.m. We did not feel the
assembly room at the stables would be big
enough, so the meeting will take place at
Trailside. Please try to attend, bring your
questions and concerns and help support
the Auxiliary’s mission to keep Watchung
Stables county-owned and -operated.

Patty Jordan, President
Watchung Stables Auxiliary

Roselle Park

Thanks to Those Who
Donated to Toy Drive
On behalf of Sister Jacinta Fernandes

of The St. Joseph’s Social Service Center
in Elizabeth, N.J., the children that re-
ceived the toys, and The Msgr. John M.
Walsh Council 5437, Garwood Knights
of Columbus, I’d like to thank everyone
for their generous monetary and toy do-
nations to our annual Toy Drive. Our
special thanks to The St. Anne’s Church
of Garwood Rosary Society members and
their president, Christine Guerriero, for
their generous donation of toys as well.

On December 20, the toys were distrib-
uted to the families waiting in line, which
was the same day we had our first major
snowstorm of the winter.

Seeing and hearing this, please know
how special your efforts and your gener-
osity were in making a child smile on
Christmas morning.

In closing, thank you again, and our
best wishes for a very healthy and Happy
New Year.

Keith Gallagher
Toy Drive Chairman

Walter Fluhr, Grand Knight
James Boyle, PGK

‘Act on Pension Reform
Not Tuition for Illegal’s’

Editor’s note: The following was sent
to Sen. Nicholas Scutari, Sen. Tom Kean,
Jr., Asm. Jerry Green and Asw. Linda
Stender asking them to support Asm. Paul
Moriarty’s proposed corrective action
for the pension abuses by non-govern-
mental employees. This letter was copied
to the newspaper.

Mr. Muller has heard came from Asm.
Green who said that he would work for
reform.

*****
Recently I contacted you about ad-

dressing the pensions provided to non-
governmental individuals, such as lobby-
ists and asking you to work with Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. to correct this situation.
The only one of the three of you that I
heard from was Assemblyman Green.
Thank you for the response.

Not even Senator Kean contacted me.
Recently I heard that Assemblyman

Paul Moriarty of Gloucester will intro-
duce legislation to address this situation.

I am disappointed that none of you
could see fit to take the initiative, but no
matter, please support his efforts.

In addition, Assemblywoman Stender
and Assemblyman Green are co-spon-
sors for a bill to provide in-state tuition
for illegal aliens (A-194). In fact, I called
Senator Scutari and asked his office to
request that he votes “no” on the Senate’s
version of this bill.

What other country in this world would
allow this to take place? Not only with our
financial situation can we not afford this,
we have our laws on immigration, which
all of our forefathers had to comply with.
What makes these people special? Also,
what does it say for those that have com-
plied with our laws? Some of those are
from neighboring states, whose parents
fought for our country, having lived here
for decades or centuries, or those that
obtained student visas.

Luckily, the powers to be in Trenton
realized that this was a no-starter and did
not even bring the bill up for a vote. This
was no thanks to my two elected Assem-
bly officials.

It is possible that they and the rest of the
legislature were too busy with these items
and “forgot” to make sure that they did
not spend more than their budgets. Former
Governor Jon Corzine, true to form, con-
tinued his bailout ways by giving the
legislature some $1 million, such to meet
payroll. Now we know why government
employment is hardly affected by the
recession, while we in the private sector
are suffering 10 percent to 20 percent
unemployment and are an indication on
their inability of managing any budgets.
Is it now obvious why we will be billions
in the red for this year and next.

I hope others contact these officials
and insist that they act on pension reform
and not act on in-state tuition for illegal’s
in the future. In action or action on the
wrong items in Trenton appears to be
status quo and can no longer be tolerated!

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Does Senate President Stephen
Sweeney Have Too Many Jobs?

The Courier-Post newspaper in South Jersey calls for
New Jersey state Senator Stephen Sweeney to resign
immediately from the position he also holds as chairman
of the Gloucester County Freeholder Board. We couldn’t
agree more.

Senator Sweeney, a Democrat and resident of
Pennsauken, also is state Senate president and his occu-
pation is general organizer for the International Associa-
tion of Ironworkers. There are way too many conflicts of
interest, in our view.

Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr., Senate Re-
publican Budget Officer Tony Bucco and Senator Kevin
O’Toole commented that they welcome the announce-
ment by Senate President Sweeney that pension and
benefits reform would be a top priority.

“My colleagues and I are all-too-aware that the pen-
sions and benefits systems are unsustainable at the current

time,” Senator Kean stated “This effort will build on the
bipartisan cooperation on pension reform that was suc-
cessful in the last legislative session. It is vital that we
complete the process of identifying and implementing
necessary reforms to ensure that rank and file employees’
retirement funds are safeguarded.”

However, Mr. Sweeney only announced support for
changing the pension system for those of the future –
essentially anchoring the ills and abuse of the present
pension mock up.

Given the dreadful depth of abuse in the system, unrea-
sonable promises and no money to pay for it, the whole
pension system needs to be flushed. There are no alterna-
tives, in our view.

Double and triple dipping must also end.
Before this can happen, Mr. Sweeney please pick one

– state Senator, freeholder chairman or union organizer.

Removal of Mandates on Towns,
BOEs, Long Overdue by State

New Jersey’s municipalities and school boards often
talk about mandated costs when they explain why they are
raising property taxes. Despite “State Mandate, State
Pay” legislation passed over a decade ago, local govern-
ments still have to fund a number of costs mandated by
Trenton.

Last week Governor Chris Christie signed an executive
order banning unfunded mandates. According to Senator
Michael Doherty (R), the governor’s executive order
“prohibits any state agency from proposing regulations
that contain an unfunded mandate unless it is specifically
allowed, in writing, by the governor or the lieutenant
governor.”

The governor has made a wise decision, in our opinion.
But we would like to know exactly which mandates are
included under this executive order.

Among the mandates we would like to see removed are
the requirement that boards of education must be mem-
bers of the New Jersey School Boards Association
(NJSBA), which collects $7.3 million in annual dues.
Shouldn’t our elected school boards decide whether they
want to be members of the NJSBA?

Towns are faced with stormwater regulations, which,
according to a letter published in the Star-Ledger from
William Dressel, executive director of the New Jersey
League of Municipalities, include “requirements for
municipalities to distribute an annual notice to residents
on stormwater management, label catch basins, reclaim
water from washing municipal vehicles, adopt and en-
force stormwater control ordinances and construct salt
storage structures.” We are not advocating removing
these rules.

One of the most costly mandates placed on towns are
housing regulations imposed by the New Jersey Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH). State legislation has
been introduced to eliminate COAH and replace it with a
housing commission.

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D), who is sponsoring this

legislation along with Senator Chris Bateman (R), said,
“For decades, COAH has burdened property taxpayers
with millions of dollars in unnecessary cost of compli-
ance by municipalities with its maze of ever-changing
rules and regulations.”

Another area the governor needs to look at is the state’s
involvement in labor contract talks with local government
unions such as police, firefighters, public works employ-
ees and teachers. The late Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti wrote to then Governor Jon Corzine explaining
how the borough’s offer to keep costs down was thwarted
by a state-appointed arbitrator.

Mountainside offered employees a 3-percent annual
increase for three years. The union rejected the offer
and filed for mediation and arbitration. “The State of
New Jersey appointed an arbitrator that granted the
union a 4-plus-percent award per year for four years,”
Mayor Viglianti said in his letter, adding that the
arbitrator also refused to mandate that union members
contribute to their health costs “at the same level as the
private sector.”

Group health insurance providers must also be called to
task for significant premium hikes. Union County faced
a 13-percent hike last year before it changed providers
and lowered the increase to a more manageable 2 percent.
The Westfield Board of Education has said its insurance
costs have risen from $6.5 million in 2002-2003 to $13.1
million in the current budget.

Another area that we would like addressed is the money
grab by Trenton of revenue from parking tickets issued by
municipalities. Prior to hiking tickets to $32, the town of
Westfield received only $7.50 for every $20 summons
issued by its parking enforcement officers.

With aid numbers expected to drop this year, the
governor can go a long way by removing existing
mandates that do not impact the health and welfare of
residents and not signing any future mandates that are
paid for.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rif – To dismiss from employment
2. Thebaism – The habitual use of

opium
3. Theroid – Like an animal or beast
4. Jacal – A hut built of logs and daubed

with mud

JADISH
1. Scarred; grooved
2. Unbalanced; unstable
3. Precipitous; extremely steep
4. Tired, mean or worn out

POSNET
1. A large quill feather of a bird’s wing
2. A shelf behind an altar for candle-

sticks
3. A little basin or saucepan
4. A series of standing stones surround-

ing a central object
PATHETIST

1. A hypnotist
2. An astringent or repellent
3. A phantom, ghost or vision
4. A confidence man; swindler

PEBA
1. A white fish found in some lakes in

Central and South America
2. A small armadillo found from Texas

to South America
3. A type of dugout canoe
4. Wet mud


