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New ‘Energy Efficient’ Lights
Installed in Local Towns

AREA – Local municipalities will
save money in their annual street-
lighting costs through the installation
of energy-efficient lighting currently
being installed by PSE&G.

According to a press release put
out by the utility, the new fixtures
are “brighter, last four times longer,
and cost less to operate than older,
existing models.” PSE&G said it is
the first utility in the nation to pro-
vide these new fixtures, which are
expected to reduce municipal light-
ing bills by $1 million annually. A
total of 96,400 mercury vapor mu-
nicipal lights are being replaced
with the new induction fluorescent
lights.

“This program is a win-win for
the communities we serve,” said
Ralph LaRossa, president and chief
operating officer of PSE&G. “It
brings a new green source of light-
ing to our neighborhoods and it pro-
vides some relief to municipal bud-
gets.”

PSE&G will invest $50 million to
provide the energy-efficient street
lighting to the 220 municipalities in
its service area. The new fixtures last
up to 100,000 hours before they need
maintenance and use 30 to 40 percent
less electricity, according to PSE&G

officials.
Westfield Town Administrator Jim

Gildea said the town spends $380,000
annually on streetlights and would
see a $9,000 savings per year with the
replacement of 800 street lamps.

James Debbie, borough adminis-
trator for Mountainside, said the bor-
ough spends $47,056 on street light-
ing.

“The street lights throughout the
state are not metered and are paid for
on a monthly lease basis per number
of streets lights installed within the
community,” Mr. Debbie said. “So, I
do not know how much we will save,
but I will try to reach out to PSE&G
and find out how the savings will be
calculated.”

Scotch Plains spends $270,000 each
year on streetlights, according to
Township Manager Christopher
Marion.

“According to PSE&G, the esti-
mated annual savings associated with
this upgrade in Scotch Plains is
$4,606,” Mr. Marion stated.

Fanwood Borough Administrator
Eleanor McGovern said her town pays
$126,000 annually for street lighting.

“PSE&G changed our bulbs late
last year. We hope to see savings
shortly,” she said.
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2/1, 8, 22 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to age 3)  

2/1, 8, 22   3:45 pm Aesop’s Kids (elementary school age) 

2/2, 9, 16, 23 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (ages 3½ to 5 years) 

2/3, 10, 17, 24 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to age 3)  

2/4, 11, 18, 25 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (ages 2½  to 3½) 

2/7 10:30 am Little Red Riding Hood with Youth Stages (ages 3½ +) 

2/20 10:30 am Grupo ñ Spanish-language Storytime 

2/20  1:00 pm Cool Science with Wondergy (ages 4+) 

2/21 Grades 1-3 Book Buddies: Read with a Teen Volunteer. Call 908.789.4090 ext 3 

2/21 and 2/28  2:00 pm Teen Creative Writing Group 

2/27 10:30 am Tuckers Tales Puppet Theatre (ages 4+) 

2/2  7:00 pm Computer Class: Junior Research Paper Resources 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

FEBRUARY 2010 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Hours: M-Th  9:30 am - 9 pm  Fri  9:30 am - 5 pm  Sat  9:30 am - 5:00 pm  Sun  1 - 5 pm 
CLOSED FEBRUARY 15 FOR PRESIDENTS DAY 

2/3 10:00 am Computer Class: Genealogical Resources (intermediate) 

2/3  6:30 pm Making Artist Books with artist Shari Seltzer (limit 15) 

2/5  1:30 pm TGIF! Alvin Ailey (video) 

2/6  2:30 pm Social Networking for Adults: Using Twitter 

2/8  7:00 pm “The Last Three Miles” The Pulaski Skyway story 

2/10 10:00 am Computer Class: Download @ Your Library (intermed) 

2/10  7:00 pm Businesses You Can Start with Little or No Money 

2/12  1:30 pm TGIF! Maya Angelou (video) 

2/17  7:00 pm Classical Guitarist Robert Dopira 

2/18 10:00 am Computer Class: Email Basics (intermediate) 

2/19  1:30 pm TGIF! Paul Robeson (video) 

2/24  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club: “The Help” by Kathryn Stockett 

2/26  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: Lilies of the Field 

2/27  2:00 pm A Force for Change by Montclair Museum Art Curator 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS (Westfield cardholders only))
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are traditionally successful.
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CITIZEN’S FORUM…Bobby Conner, the open governance staff attorney for
the American Civil Liberties Union of New Jersey (ACLU), and Tina Renna, host
of the Union County Citizen’s Forum, are pictured on the set of Cranford’s TV
35. The Union County Citizen’s Forum will air on Cranford’s TV 35 next week.
The show will be a review of the December 2009 freeholder meetings and will
feature an interview with Mr. Conner. Show times are Wednesday, February 3,
through Friday, February 5, at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. daily and Saturday, February
6, at 11 a.m. Union County Citizen’s Forum shows can also be viewed online at
unioncountycitizensforum.com.

Hearing on Abolishment
Of COAH Set for Feb. 1

TRENTON – The Senate Eco-
nomic Growth Committee will meet
on Monday, February 1, to hear tes-
timony on legislation to abolish the
Council on Affordable Housing
(COAH) and establish a streamlined
and simple process to comply with
New Jersey Supreme Court mandates
that require every municipality main-
tain a fair share of low- and moder-
ate-income housing.

“The purpose of this bill is to
repeal COAH’s top-down, micro-
managed, and complex bureau-
cracy. For decades, COAH has bur-
dened property taxpayers with mil-
lions of dollars in unnecessary cost
of compliance by municipalities
with its maze of ever-changing rules
and regulations,” said Senator Ray
Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth), one of
the sponsors of the bill (S-1). “And,
COAH has discouraged job cre-
ation by adding housing require-
ments and fees based on the num-
ber of jobs created and private dol-
lars invested.

“COAH will be replaced by the
State Planning Commission and by
a system that establishes a standard
of fair share low- and moderate-
income housing for which a mu-
nicipality can decide among three
different compliance mechanisms,”
he said.

Mr. Lesniak explained that mu-

nicipalities would be able to deter-
mine if they have already met the
inclusionary housing standard and
can adopt a simple ordinance to de-
clare their compliance. If a munici-
pality finds that they do not meet
housing requirements, they must
adopt an ordinance to that effect and
work to meet the standards pre-
scribed by law.

Municipalities that fail to adopt an
ordinance will be subject to a use
variance wherein a housing develop-
ment would be deemed to have met
the positive requirements for a use
variance by the low- and moderate-
income housing component of the
development application.

“We need decisive action to re-
verse these trends, and the first place
to start is the expensive, unfunded
and illogical COAH mandate that
has been placed on our municipali-
ties,” said Senator Chris Bateman
(LD-16, Somerset), a co-sponsor of
the bill, in a press release. “The Leg-
islature must enact comprehensive
COAH reform that is fair to taxpay-
ers and can be implemented without
aggravating an already serious eco-
nomic downturn.”

Mr. Lesniak said he expects the bill
to be ready for a committee vote at its
next meeting on Monday, March 8.
Both hearings are scheduled to begin
at 10 a.m.

2010 Consumer Bowl
Begins Next Week

AREA – The 14th edition of the
annual Consumer Bowl competition,
hosted by the State Division of Con-
sumer Affairs and local consumer
affairs offices, begins next week, as
high school students within each of
the state’s 21 counties face off in the
initial round.

For the first time ever, students
from every one of the state’s counties
will participate in the Consumer Bowl.
A total of 93 public and private high
schools — a record number of schools
— are represented in this year’s com-
petition.

The Consumer Bowl begins at the
county level, with each county cham-
pion then meeting its peers at re-
gional challenges for northern, cen-
tral and southern New Jersey. The
three regional champions then will
face off, with the winner becoming
State Consumer Bowl Champion.

The Consumer Bowl is conducted
in an academic game show format,
with teams of students from each
high school competing against each
other. Each team has a teacher who
acts as coach as the team studies for
the county competitions.

The topics within the Consumer
Bowl this year include recent head-
line-grabbing topics, such as Ponzi
schemes, sale and purchase of securi-
ties, vehicle financing and new and
used vehicle Lemon Laws, merchan-

dise return and refund policies, and
overall knowledge of New Jersey’s
consumer protection laws and regu-
lations.

The Consumer Bowl is designed to
educate students about their rights in
the marketplace and to help them
become more knowledgeable con-
sumers.

Union County, Central Region, will
compete on February 26.

Specific information about the lo-
cation of, and the schools participat-
ing in, each county competition will
be distributed in advance of each com-
petition.

 For further information, contact
Jeff Lamm at (973) 504-6327.
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UC Offers Free Passport
Photos Through Feb.
COUNTY — Free passport photo-

graphs are available until the end of
February when customers apply for a
U.S. Passport Book or a Passport
Card at the Union County Clerk’s
offices in Elizabeth and Westfield.

The $10 fee for a photograph has
been waved through February 27 for
a passport books or cards. Passport
application forms may be obtained at
Union County Courthouse, located at
2 Broad Street in Elizabeth, or at the
county clerk’s office annex, located
at 300 North Avenue East in Westfield.

Stender: ELEC Head Should
Stick to Enforcing Laws

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22-Fanwood),
chairwoman of the State Government
Committee, said she was “troubled”
by comments attributed to the head of
the New Jersey Election Law En-
forcement Commission (ELEC) re-
garding Pay-to-Play regulations in
the state.

Governor Chris Christie last week
extended, through executive order,
Pay-to-Pay rules to labor unions that
had previously been exempt. On the
new rules, unions that do more than
$17,500 in state contracts would be
barred from donating more than $300
to statewide campaigns.

In the Star Ledger article, ELEC
Executive Director Jeffrey Brindle
said he supports adding unions to be
include in the political donations
limitations.“We’re very much in fa-
vor of strong Pay-to-Play laws,” Mr.
Brindle told the paper.

Mrs. Stender commented that, “Mr.
Brindle is the executive director of
ELEC, which is a statutorily inde-
pendent state agency. The job of ex-
ecutive director is to administer and
enforce the existing laws on the books,
not to make public policy.”

“I hope that Mr. Brindle can put
aside whatever personal feelings he
may have on this issue and focus on
his job of enforcing existing laws. If
Mr. Brindle would like to change the

existing laws he should resign his
position and run for elected office,”
Mrs. Stender said.

Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-22, Eliza-
beth) told the Star-Ledger the new
rules, “will cut the legs out of Demo-
cratic fundraising. It will not go un-
challenged and it will not stand.”

“It’s clearly an unconstitutional viola-
tion of free speech rights of working men
and women of New Jersey,” he said.

Governor Christie said the idea of
Pay-to-Play reform must be “to level
the playing field.”

“It’s been unfair to the State of New
Jersey to have one set of people who do
business with the state be able to con-
tinue to contribute to campaigns, while
another group of people can’t,” Gover-
nor Christie was quoted by The Star
Ledger as saying, noting that unions
should be under the same restrictions as
businesses.

On another matter, Mrs. Stender
said she would explore what is needed
to require medical facilities to have
outdated equipment quickly picked
up by the government. This follows
news that the Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration had seized radioactive
material from medical equipment in a
Rahway warehouse. “Clearly, more
needs to be done to ensure dirty bomb
materials aren’t just lying around in
warehouses waiting to fall into the
wrong hands,” Mrs. Stender said.

Household Finances Program
Offered By Extension

WESTFIELD – The Rutgers Co-
operative Extension is offering resi-
dents an online “Small Steps to Health
and Wealth (SSHW) Worldwide Chal-
lenge 2010.” The goal is to improve
personal health and get control of
household finances by following 10
guidelines for nutrition and budget-
ing skills.

The free online-only program is
open to all residents for six weeks,
from January 17 to February 27. Par-
ticipants track their goals online and
are awarded points for progress, with
prizes awarded for the highest scores.

For more information, call (908)
654-9854, or to sign up, visit the
Extension website at
njaes.rutgers.edu/sshw and follow the
steps to enroll in “SSHW Challenge
2010 .”

In the challenge, participants prac-
tice five daily nutrition goals: eating
more fruits and vegetables, walking
and getting more exercise, avoiding
sugary drinks, and learning more

about health and nutrition.
Participants also practice five fi-

nancial goals that include saving
pocket change, keeping track of daily
spending, eating home-made lunches,
investing a few dollars daily through
a retirement savings plan or other
means, and learning something new
about personal finance.

Karen Ensle, the health and nutri-
tion expert who heads the Union
County Extension, co-authored the
“Small Steps to Health and Wealth”
workbook, and partnered with finance
expert, Barbara O’Neill, to develop
the national “Small Steps to Health
and Wealth” initiative.

The Rutgers New Jersey Agricul-
tural Experiment Station Coopera-
tive Extension of Union County is
part of a nationwide network that
includes thousands of counties in the
United States, designed to bring sci-
ence-based knowledge from research
institutions directly to the commu-
nity.


