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POLICE BLOTTER
Fanwood

Thursday, January 14, two resi-
dents of the 100 block of Patterson
Road each reported that, sometime
overnight, a brick was thrown through
the windshield of their motor ve-
hicles. Both vehicles were parked in
the street in front of their owners’
residences at the time. The incidents
remain under investigation.

Thursday, January 14, a resident
of the 100 block of Madison Avenue
reported that sometime overnight,
someone broke the driver’s side mir-
ror off his motor vehicle.

Friday, January 15, Gary J. Ro-
man, 42, of Lake Hopatcong was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road on an outstand-
ing Middlesex County Sheriff’s De-
partment warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, January 17, Andrew W.
Lyons, 21, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop on
the 500 block of North Avenue on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Monday, January 18, two 17-year-
old male juveniles from Scotch Plains
were arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop and charged with provid-
ing police with false information.
They were transported to police head-
quarters, where they were processed
and released to their parents.

Wednesday, January 20, Tyron
Dunn, 38, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Plainfield warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, January 20, Alberto
C. Atuncar, 23, of North Plainfield
was arrested following a motor ve-
hicle stop on the 50 block of South
Avenue on an outstanding Union
County warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Friday, January 22, Marco Palate,
28, of North Plainfield was arrested
and charged with providing false in-
formation to police after a motor
vehicle stop on the 300 block of
South Avenue. According to police,
he also was found to have outstand-
ing warrants out of Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Plainfield. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and turned over to
the Union County jail for failure to
post bail.

Sunday, January 24, Quiama M.
Howard, 26, of Garfield was arrested
on an outstanding Passaic warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, January 24, Oliver A.
Walker, 58, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on
the 50 block of South Avenue on an
outstanding Union County body war-
rant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and then turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Sunday, January 24, Tymyaun L.
Webb, Jr., 19, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding Scotch
Plains warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Mary Lane. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and turned over to
the Scotch Plains Police Department.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 18, Brittany

Hornsby, 23, of Westfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after
a motor vehicle stop. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released.

Monday, January 18, Brian
Stanley, 30, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Monday, January 18, a resident of
Longfellow Avenue reported that
someone made $1,500 worth of un-
authorized purchases using her bank
card. According to police, the bank
notified her of the fraud.

Tuesday, January 19, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that some-
one has been harassing her by ring-
ing her doorbell and running away.

Tuesday, January 19, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
reported that while he was in gym
class, someone removed his phone,
valued at $350, from his locker.

Friday, January 22, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that some-
one forced open the back door of his
residence and, once inside, removed
multiple pieces of jewelry.

Sunday, January 24, Alvin Branch,
55, of Irvington was arrested and
charged with providing police with
false information after a motor ve-
hicle stop. According to police, once
his true identity was determined, the
officer discovered multiple outstand-
ing warrants had been issued for him.
Branch was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Westfield
Wednesday, January 20, Emily

Root-Lafemina, 36, of Westfield was
arrested after responding to Westfield
police headquarters to satisfy an out-
standing Cranbury warrant in the
amount of $114. She was processed

and released after posting bail.
Thursday, January 21, Aaron

Webb, 23, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant in the amount of $500. He was
processed and released after posting
bail.

Thursday, January 21, Laura
Figueroa, 30, of West Orange was
arrested on an outstanding Newark
traffic warrant in the amount of $100
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
Mountain Avenue and Orchard Street.
She was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Thursday, January 21, Tiffany Win-
ters, 27, of Fair Haven was arrested
on an outstanding Westfield warrant.
She was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and
posted bail of $7,500.

Thursday, January 21, Steven
McIntyre, 25, of Roselle was arrested
at the Union Police Department on
an outstanding Westfield warrant in
the amount of $266. He was trans-
ported to the Union County jail in
lieu of bail.

Thursday, January 21, Welby
Perez, 31, of Jersey City was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop in
the area of Rahway Avenue and Doris
Parkway and charged with hindering
his own apprehension. Perez alleg-
edly gave officers a false name dur-
ing the investigation.

A further investigation revealed
that two criminal warrants had been
issued for Perez by Jersey City, in the
amount of $875 total bail, as well as
one criminal warrant from Union
City, in the amount of $3,500. Perez
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and served
with a summons for hindering ap-
prehension. He was unable to post
bail at the time of the report.

Saturday, January 23, Carlos A.
Garrastegui, 28, of Newark was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
East North and South Euclid Av-
enues on a Newark warrant for as-
sault. He was released after posting
$500 bail.

Saturday, January 23, Miguel
Ramos-Guridy, 38, of Roselle was
arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters on a Westfield warrant for
no registration. He was released af-
ter posting $99 bail.

Sunday, January 24, John A.
Driver, 44, of Jersey City was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop at South Avenue and
Cacciola Place. He was released on
his own recognizance to a respon-
sible individual.

Sunday, January 24, a resident of
the 400 block of Rahway Avenue
reported an attempted burglary at the
home. At approximately midnight,
the resident heard a loud noise at the
front door, not knowing at the time
that someone unknown was trying to
force it open, according to police.
Entry was not gained.

Sunday, January 24, Francesca
Grant-Saintfort, 22, of Elizabeth was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop at
Elm Street and Dudley Avenue on
outstanding warrants from Union, in
the amount of $750, and East Orange,
in the amount of $100. She was turned
over to the Union Police Department.

Mountainside
Friday, January 22, Alicia Feliciano,

33, of Union was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop for allegedly driv-
ing with a suspended license. She was
processed and released at the scene.

Saturday, January 23, Luis Lopez,
32, of North Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop for allegedly
driving without a license. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Saturday, January 23, Rashidah K.
Grimsley, 28, of Montclair was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
for allegedly driving with a sus-
pended license.

Saturday, January 23, Nathaniel T.
Washington, 24, of Jersey City was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop for
allegedly driving with a suspended
license. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released with a pending court date.

Saturday, January 23, Cecilia C.
Schroeder-Roman, 20, of Clifton was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for allegedly driving with a sus-
pended license.

Sunday, January 24, Sergio F.
Garcia, 32, of Lindenwold was ar-
rested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. He subsequently
was charged with two outstanding
warrants out of Westville. Garcia was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.
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Union County Watchdog Associa-
tion and a Cranford resident, said
there is “not enough scientific in-
formation to keep the goose popu-
lation down and there are other
tactics such as border collie dogs
(to help fight this problem).”

“Let’s keep our local parks (em-
ployees) on the job of managing the
goose problem than looking to an
outside source,” Mrs. Renna said.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a resolution to enter into
agreements with Scotch Plains,
Westfield, Clark, Roselle, Roselle
Park, Elizabeth Avenue Partnership

SP-F Scouts to Celebrate
100th Anniversary of BSA

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
With the Boy Scouts of America
(BSA) celebrating its 100th anniver-
sary next month, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood scouts are gearing up to
mark the occasion with activities
commemorating the founding of the
movement.

One of the nation’s largest youth
development organizations, the BSA
was founded on February 8, 1910.

“We’re working hard to make sure
the youth of tomorrow are prepared
for what awaits them,” said Troop 33
Scoutmaster Richard Buchanan.

Together, all Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Boy Scout troops and Cub Scout packs
will celebrate with a candle-lighting
ceremony for all scouts, scouters and
scouting alumni on Monday, February
8, at 7:30 p.m.  at Alan M. Augustine
Park, located next to the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building.

“Within the span of just 100 years,”
Assistant Cubmaster and Fanwood
Councilman Mike Szuch added, “the

name ‘Boy Scouts’ has become a
paradigm for a good turn and the
ideal of community service.”

The idea for the Boy Scouts of
America began in 1909, when Will-
iam Boyce, an American business-
man, was lost in a London fog. A
young boy found Mr. Boyce and led
him to his destination. Mr. Boyce
offered to tip the young man for his
service; the boy refused, saying he
was a scout and could not accept
payment for a “good turn.”

The businessman later asked the
boy to introduce him to Lord Baden-
Powell, the founder of scouting in
England and publisher of the hand-
book “Scouting for Boys.”

The groundwork to bring scouting
to America had been laid. Since its
1910 inception, the BSA has become
one of the nation’s premier youth-
development organizations, with
more than 100 million people partici-
pating on adult and youth levels. For
more information, visit beascout.org.
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County Freeholders

Westfield Avenue and Belvedere
Drive, Westfield Road and Evergreen
Avenue, Terrill and Kevin Roads,
Westfield Avenue and Henry Street,
and Park Avenue and Church Street.
This topic will be discussed at an
upcoming Scotch Plains Township
Council meeting.

Additionally on Thursday, Math-
ematics Supervisor Ralph Pantozzi
gave a presentation on Mathematics
Vertical Teaming. He defined verti-
cal teaming as “groups of educators
communicating, researching, coordi-
nating and refining their practice to
create learning events that foster the
development of students’ mathemati-
cal thinking across grade levels.”

In vertical teaming, he said, “the
level of thought on a task will be
brought up a level each year…learning
events and assessments are well-con-
nected across grade levels,” and there
is a “consistent use of concepts, skills
and habits across grade levels.” He
also said it promotes “ongoing lines of
inquiry” by performing tasks refer-
enced in the next grade levels, at a
more difficult level.

He demonstrated vertical teaming
by handing out M&M candies to board
members and the audience. Younger
students, he said, might just begin by
noting the fraction of the different
color M&M’s they chose. The M&M
lesson can be developed in the older
grade levels because the same stu-
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LeStrange Lawsuit

LeStrange and his backing for Mr.
LeStrange’s candidacy in 2006. The
jury, in its January 18 verdict, also
concluded that neither the township
nor Mr. Atkins had retaliated against
Mr. DiNizo for his refusal to engage
in an activity — namely the dumping
of scrap metal at the public works
property — that Mr. DiNizo believed
to be illegal.

“Obviously I am pleased that the
jury vindicated the township on three
of the four counts,” said Township
Attorney Brian Levine, who also told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
he will file an appeal of the LAD
verdict. Mr. Levine called it “espe-
cially significant that the jury found
that Mr. DiNizo was not exposed to a
hostile work environment based on his
ethnicity.” He added that he was “ob-
viously pleased that the jury awarded
a minimal amount of damages” on the
sole count won by Mr. DiNizo.

Mr. Levine said the “taxpayers of
Scotch Plains face no exposure” in
the wake of the verdict, noting that
any of Mr. DiNizo’s legal expenses
that the township may be compelled
to pay will be covered by its insur-
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DiNizo Lawsuit

static” about the outcome.
“I believe this is complete vindica-

tion,” Mr. LeStrange said. “This was
completely about politics.” Mr.
LeStrange was the only Democrat on
the party’s 2006 ticket not to win a
seat on the Scotch Plains Township
Council. Democrats Kevin Glover and
Jeffrey Strauss won seats, while Re-
publican Nancy Malool, the current
mayor, won the other seat. “This was
about trying to win an election and
doing it as dirty as possible,” Mr.
LeStrange said.

“It (his lawsuit) was never about
the money,” he told The Times, add-
ing, “We don’t need dirty politics in
Scotch Plains.”

Mr. LeStrange said he never re-
ceived complaints during his 22-year
career with the Scotch Plains Police
Department. “You think you would
get at least one (complaint),” he said,
if he was a racist or anti-Semite.

Mr. Marks told The Times that he
had no knowledge of a settlement by
his insurance carrier, Encompass In-
surance, prior to the offer as he was
opposed to “offering this guy a settle-
ment when he didn’t deserve any-
thing.” Mr. Marks also said through
the settlement, signed by both par-
ties, that Mr. LeStrange acknowl-
edged that the settlement “is not an
admission of wrong-doing” by Mr.
Marks. To that he said Mr. LeStrange’s
comments claiming a victory in the
case “are a little bit misguided.”

Mr. LeStrange called Mr. Marks “a
liar,” stating the former mayor knew
about the settlement, and attempted
to stop it from proceeding.

In a copy of a letter, dated Decem-
ber 2, from Mr. Marks’ attorney, Frank
Caruso, obtained by The Times, Mr.
Caruso said, “Mr. Marks has indi-
cated that he does not consent to
Encompass offering a settlement as
he is confident that the decision dis-
missing Mr. LeStrange’s

Wayne Baker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DWC WELCOME...Shawn Hanna is welcomed to the board of directors of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation by board Chairman Dominick Verdic. Mr.
Hanna is the new designee of Mayor Andy Skibitsky; he replaces Andy Wasserman.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLEDGING ALLEGIANCE... Members of Boy Scout Troop No. 75 lead the
salute to the flag at the Cranford Township Committee meeting on Tuesday.

complaint…would be affirmed by the
Appellate Division.” Mr. Caruso said
in the letter that Mr. Marks wanted
certain stipulations, including that
there would be no admission of li-
ability on the former mayor’s part.

When asked about legal fees in the
case, the former mayor said, “The
town had nothing to do with it,” and
thus did not encounter legal fees. He
said the three-year case did not cost
him any money, in legal or settlement
fees, which was paid by his insurance
company, Encompass Insurance.

Mr. LeStrange said his attorney,
Daniel Grossman, received $2,000
out of the settlement for his legal fees.

Mr. Marks had been quoted in New
Jersey Jewish News in the fall of 2006
as saying he did not want “someone
who went to what amounts to a Ku
Klux Klan meeting for police repre-
senting me.” Mr. LeStrange’s lawsuit
claimed that Mr. Marks “knowingly
created the false impression that [Mr.
LeStrange] was a member of an orga-
nization that hated Blacks and Jews”
and “created the false impression that
[Mr. LeStrange] was a racist and an
anti-Semite.”

The former mayor said, “I abso-
lutely stand by anything I said to the
media about Neal LeStrange. If my
actions or words in any way kept Neil
LeStrange off of the town council in
Scotch Plains, then I have done a
great service to our town,” Mr. Marks
said.

“I just don’t think that he has the
judgment or character to be in town
government,” Mr. Marks added.

Mr. LeStrange called Mr. Marks a
“hypocrite,” saying the former mayor
made comments that Mr. LeStrange
should not serve on council, yet Mr.
Marks “has no problem when he wears
my shirt with my company logo
(LeStrange Security in the St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Softball
League) on his back.”

ance carrier. Mr. Levine said he plans
to argue that Mr. DiNizo’s attorney is
entitled to “little or no fees,” given the
jury’s verdict in the matter.

Mr. DiNizo’s attorney Steven Adler
told The Times his client “is thrilled to
be vindicated” on the retaliation claim
under the LAD and “is hopeful that
things will get back to normal at work.”
Mr. Adler said he would pursue a claim
to have the township pay all of Mr.
DiNizo’s legal fees in connection with
the case. He said he plans to make an
application before Judge Peter Sheridan,
who presided over this month’s trial.

dents can go on to learn how to use
that data to find the probability of
choosing a certain color of candy
from a bag of M&M’s.

“If we ask students if they remem-
ber fractions, we may not get much of
a response. But if we say, ‘Do you
remember the M&M project?,’ most
of them will,” Mr. Pantozzi said.

Mr. Pantozzi said he considers ver-
tical teaming as “enhancing the cur-
riculum [that we already have],” not
a change to the curriculum.

Mr. Pantozzi has started this pro-
cess by having a selection of sec-
ond, third-, fourth- and fifth-grade
mathematics teachers discuss a les-
son to monitor the transition be-
tween grade levels. “My plan now
is to expand to a larger number of
teachers,” he said.

“Students are coming into each
grade level with ideas,” Mr. Pantozzi
said. “When students leave their class,
the teachers will know where that
topic goes next. They will know what
happens before, and what happens
after.”

Superintendent Hayes presented a
draft of the proposed 2010-2011
school calendar. In the proposal,
school would begin on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 7, and end Wednesday, June
22. Three snow days are included.

The SP-F BOE will meet tonight,
Thursday, January 28, at 8 p.m. for a
regular public meeting.

and the Historic Midtown of Eliza-
beth Special Improvement District
for participation in the Sheriff’s La-
bor Assistance Program (S.L.A.P.).
Through the program, towns receive
labor assistance from non-violent
prisoners. Towns pay the cost of a
sheriff’s officer assigned to guard the
prisoners.

The county also accepted
$375,208 in funding from the New
Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion for the construction of Summit
Avenue/Springfield Avenue and
Summit Avenue/Broad Street inter-
section improvements in Summit.

DWC Anticipates Increase
To $390,000 Budget

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) board
expects an increase to the DWC bud-
get this year, it said at the DWC board
meeting on Monday.

For the last five years, the DWC’s
budget had remained flat at approxi-
mately $390,000 per year, but this year
the board said it would likely need to
rise slightly. Introduction of the bud-
get is expected at next month’s meet-
ing.

The DWC is funded by a tax sur-
charge on businesses within the busi-
ness improvement district. DWC Ex-
ecutive Director Sherry Cronin said
that a slight expansion of the district
would also be discussed at the next
meeting.

On Monday evening, the board also
held its annual reorganization meet-
ing. Officers of the board remain the
same, with Dominick Verdic continu-
ing as chairman, Alan DeRose serving
as vice-chairman, Lisa Bertone-Marvin
functioning as secretary, and Lee Hale
continuing as treasurer.

Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery, located at
104 Elm Street, is working with the
DWC to quickly replace its awning
and update its window sign. The busi-
ness will celebrate its 20th anniversary
on Monday, February 8.

Mrs. Cronin commented that she
was surprised when the newsstand/
tobacconist up the block also expressed
interest in improving its business’ ap-
pearance by restoring the leaded tran-
som glass, one of the few places in
Westfield’s north side business district
where this type of architectural detail
is still in place. The board expressed its
support by approving a façade grant to
assist the effort.

Other projects being discussed in-
clude a possible expansion of Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery, located at 549 South
Avenue, and façade work on the build-
ing that houses Sound Station and
Clyne and Murphy at 433-439 South
Avenue.

The work by Subway at the corner

of Quimby Street and Central Avenue
is progressing, but the façade has
changed, and will not meet all criteria
set forth by the DWC in its grant ap-
proval.

Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria,
at 118 East Broad Street, has filed an
application to expand by taking over a
neighboring space.

Mrs. Cronin stated that the down-
town vacancy rate has not changed
much, but expects some closures to
occur soon. Two new businesses have
opened, a boutique, Splash, and a pet-
care business, Shampooch.

Planning for promotions in 2010
was also discussed at the meeting.

The DWC is continuing to work on
the winter Restaurant Week promo-
tion. It is scheduled to occur February
21 through 27, and will feature $20
dinners and $10 lunches.

The Westfield in Bloom promotion
is slated to be repeated this spring and
summer, and the DWC is looking for
additional partners to help in the ef-
fort. One project proposed was a tree-
and plant-care guide to help
homeowners present the best appear-
ance possible. Mrs. Cronin said that
such a project would be beyond the
capabilities of her staff and asked
whether or not a local nursery or gar-
den center would be able to help out.

The evaluations for this summer’s
Sweet Sounds Downtown promotion
are scheduled for February 11.

Discussion of creating a DWC pres-
ence on Facebook was also resurrected.
The concept had been killed by earlier
objections from the town’s insurance
underwriter. Mrs. Cronin had attended
a session on Facebook hosted by the
Westfield Memorial Library. She said
that recent changes made by the site
have altered what an organization can
do. She said that opening a fan site will
let the group post things, but does not
permit outsiders to post. This allows
the group to control its site, but elimi-
nates the risk of postings that contain
inappropriate links. Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea said he would discuss
the subject with the underwriter.

NJDOT Announces
Rte. 22 Construction
UNION - The New Jersey Depart-

ment of Transportation (NJDOT) has
announced that the Route 22 eastbound
lanes will be closed for two nights, to-
day and tomorrow, for construction lay-
out, survey work and bridge deck re-
placement. The lane closures will be
from Route 22, East, over Burke Park-
way at Milepost 55.26 in Union Town-
ship.

There will also be alternating traffic
required on Burke Parkway between
Legion Drive and Kawameeh Lane. In
the event of inclement weather, the
project will be delayed. Construction
will commence on Monday, March 15.
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