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Industrial Center
Of Union County

Garwood Discusses Park
Project, Motto Change
By LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD  –  Tuesday night’s
meeting of the Garwood Borough
Council centered on discussions re-
garding a possible change of the
borough’s seal and motto and the pro-
posed renovations at Memorial Park.

At the last council meeting, Coun-
cilman Anthony Sytko suggested that
the borough change the
motto on its seal from
“Industrial Center of
Union County” to
“Small Town, Big
Heart.”

At this week’s meet-
ing, Councilman Sytko
said that he heard from
a number of residents,
and stated that he
wanted to hear from
more of them.  Mr.
Sytko suggested that the
council partner with the board of
education to allow the children to
draw a new seal and come up with a
new motto. He also proposed that an
assembly be held for the students to
be educated on the history of the
borough.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy stated that
this is just an exploratory phase. The
mayor was interested in public input to
see if residents are for or against it by
attending council meetings or sending
e-mail messages. Councilmen Louis
Petruzzelli and Stephen Napolitano
voiced their opinion that the seal and
motto should not be changed.

The council also passed a resolution
authorizing the clerk to sign an agree-
ment with Hatch Mott MacDonald of
Millburn for environmental engineer-
ing services for the Memorial Park

property. The contract would not ex-
ceed $42,300, which will be partly
covered by the borough’s insurance,
less the $25,000 deductible. Council-
man Jonathan Linken said the bor-
ough would look into whether the
insurance company will accept the
borough’s expenses for preliminary
studies to be applied to the deductible.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that af-
ter a preliminary site in-
vestigation was per-
formed, “historical fill”
was found two feet un-
derground. The area had
been empty and served
as a dumping ground,
before being made into
a park. The environmen-
tal engineers would en-
sure that the borough is
in compliance with

Green Acres Grant regulations, as
well as Environmental Protection
Agency and Department of Environ-
mental Protection requirements.

Resident Bruce Paterson criticized
the council for lacking “transparency”
on this project. He stated that the
borough website is not up to date with
plans or projected costs of the project.
He also reiterated his previous con-
cerns regarding the possible tearing
down of the gazebo.

Mayor McCarthy told Mr. Pater-
son that there is “no final plan yet”
and that the council does intend to put
plans out to the public for input be-
fore the project starts.

Ms. Ariemma said that plans were
being considered when the environ-
mental issues came up, which caused
the process to stop.

Freeholders Contract With
USDA for Geese Problem

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — A year after the
unfortunate bird strike that forced US
Airways Flight 149 to land on the
Hudson, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders on Thursday ap-
proved a two-year, $347,239 contract
with the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Animal and
Plant Inspection Services, for man-
aging the Canada geese problem in
its parks.

Kimberly Gurlavich, a wildlife spe-
cialist with the USDA, who requested
last week that Union County enter
into an agreement with the USDA,
Animal and Plant Inspection Services,
said, “There are countless reports of
airplanes hitting birds and other wild-
life increases since last year, includ-
ing serious accidents such as birds
crashing through cockpits and crip-
pling engines in flight.”

According to Freeholder Chairman
Daniel Sullivan, Terminal A at New-
ark Liberty International Airport and
its proximity to Union County poses
a problem and a risk.

What attracts the geese to these
habitats? The geese population has
boomed over the last 20 years. Ironi-
cally, Canada geese were almost ex-
tinct during the 1930s, and these mi-
gratory birds are now highly vis-
ible all over New Jersey, as well as
other parts of the East Coast and other
parts of the United States.

Reports of bird strikes through July
have doubled in at least 17 states
since 2005, including many across
the Central U.S., according to an As-
sociated Press report.

Ms. Gurlavich explained how “we
are looking for long-term results, but
are losing the fight since there are 3.5
million resident Canada geese in
North America.”

Canada geese live to 15 years and
have low reproductive rates, Ms.
Gurlavich said. Characteristics of
these geese are that they are grazers
and habitat easily, but pose health
risks, ranging from E.coli to salmo-
nella, as well as damaging property.
The integrated approach is not a
simple solution, she said. Ms.
Gurlavich said the first measure is not
to feed the geese, since geese become
dependent. She also advised the
county not to keep short grass around
its lakes and waterways, as this makes
it easy for the geese to take off and
land.

According to Ms. Gurlavich, the
goal is to locate and treat goose nests
during molting period in accordance
with United States Fish and Wildlife
Service regulations when geese are
shedding. Molting is the term that is
given to the eight- to 10-week flight-
less period when Canada geese shed
their outer-wing feathers and regrow
new ones.

Molting occurs between mid-June
and August. Most birds are able to
resume flight by mid-August. During
this molting period, geese will gather
on ponds or lakes since they provide
a safe resting place and security from
predators. During the molting period,
Canada geese do major damage to
landscape, as they congregate on
lawns near water.

Tina Renna, president of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Park School ‘Working Diligently’
To Correct NCLB Testing Failure

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Superinten-
dent Margaret Hayes said last week
that seven out of the district’s eight
schools have met 41 out of 41 indica-
tors required through the federal
government’s No Child Left Behind
Act (NCLB).

“The news is very positive here in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,” she said at
Thursday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (SP-F BOE)
meeting.

Park Middle School failed to meet
NCLB standards in the 2009 test,
according to data released by the state
Department of Education. Park
missed one indicator (40 out of 41),

failing in the area of Language Arts
Literacy for the fifth grade special-
education subgroup, Ms. Hayes said.
Staff and administration are “work-
ing diligently,” she said, to address
the issue by analyzing data on student
performance, aligning special educa-
tion and regular education classes,
and giving more opportunities for
students to practice shorter con-
structed responses versus longer re-
sponses for their writing portion of
the test.

In other business, Superintendent
Hayes also said the district has sub-
mitted its memorandum of under-
standing to participate in New Jersey’s
“Race to the Top” proposal. Should
the “Race to the Top” grant be awarded

to New Jersey, SP-F would be one of
the school districts in the state that
would receive a portion of the fund-
ing. The money would go towards
connecting assessments and curricu-
lum to national standards, enhancing
information systems to support in-
struction, developing teachers and
leaders by creating new assessments
for teachers and principals, and de-
veloping models to help low perform-
ing schools achieve better results.

During a public comment portion
of the meeting, Michael Lewis of
Fanwood asked for an update on the
teacher contract negotiations. Board
member Betty Anne Woerner said
there would be a formal hearing, not
open to the public, that was to take
place on Monday. If an agreement
was made then, the negotiation team
was to come before the board with a
proposed settlement, which would be
voted on during a public meeting.
However, if an agreement was not
made during the public hearing, Ms.
Woerner said the fact finder would
issue a public report and recommen-
dation.

Rona Goldberg of Scotch Plains
asked which board members’ seats
would be up for re-election this year.

Board President Trip Whitehouse
said there would be two three-year
terms up for election in Scotch Plains,
a three-year term in Fanwood and a
one-year term in Fanwood. The two
Scotch Plains seats that are up for
election this year currently belong to
Nancy Bauer and David Gorbunoff.
The three-year Fanwood term cur-
rently belongs to Rob O’Connor, and
Amy Winkler currently holds the one-
year term.

Mr. Whitehouse reminded the pub-
lic that interested persons must have
their petitions to Board Secretary
Anthony Del Sordi by 4 p.m. on
Monday, March 1. Additional infor-
mation can be found on the district’s
website, spfk12.org.

Also, PTA Council President
Jeanne Cleary presented a certificate
of appreciation to each individual
board member, as well as one to the
board as a whole, to thank them for
their service, as this month is School
Board Recognition Month.

Superintendent Hayes also noted
during the meeting that Scotch Plains
is considering reducing the number
of crossing guards at noontime only.
This reduction would not affect the
number of guards on duty before or
after school. The possible locations
affected by the guard reduction would
be: Evergreen and Cedar Streets,
Westfield Avenue and Westfield Road,
East 2nd and Willow Avenues,
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Jury Sides With Scotch Plains on
Most Charges In Discrimination Suit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A federal
jury last week found that the town-
ship government had improperly re-
taliated against a public works em-
ployee, but the municipal govern-
ment prevailed on three other claims
filed against it in connection with
events that occurred in 2006 and 2007.

Nicholas DiNizo, who has worked
for the township since the mid-1980s,
claimed he had been subject to a
hostile work environment, namely
ethnic slurs directed at him and oth-
ers in 2006 by then-public works di-
rector Charles Cerami. In August of
that year, Mr. DiNizo anonymously
wrote a letter to then-township man-
ager Thomas Atkins, signed on be-
half of the entire department, com-
plaining about Mr. Cerami and claim-
ing that morale in the department was
poor.

Mr. DiNizo was eventually identi-
fied as the author of the letter —
whose claims, it was revealed, were
not backed by the entire department
— and was issued a notice of suspen-
sion for six months by Mr. Atkins, a
penalty that was never implemented.
Mr. DiNizo also claimed he was im-

properly passed over for a promotion
in 2007, after Mr. Cerami had left his
position in the wake of an indictment
related to his former position in
Clinton Township.

After a two-week trial in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Trenton, a jury sided
with Mr. DiNizo on his claim of re-
taliation for engaging in protected
activity under the state’s law against
discrimination (LAD). He had
claimed his August 2006 letter and
his issuing it to several individuals,
including then-township council can-
didate Neal LeStrange, had been pro-
tected under the LAD. As part of his
ultimately unsuccessful campaign

that year, Mr. LeStrange had made
Mr. Atkins’ hiring of Mr. Cerami ear-
lier in 2006 a campaign issue. In
backing Mr. DiNizo’s retaliation
claim under the LAD, the jury
awarded him $1,500 for emotional
distress and zero for economic dam-
age.

The eight-member jury found the
township had not subjected Mr.
DiNizo to a hostile work environ-
ment because of his Italian heritage
and also sided with the township on
the claim that Mr. Atkins had retali-
ated against Mr. DiNizo because of
Mr. DiNizo’s friendship with Mr.

LeStrange Garners $10,000
In Settlement of Lawsuit

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – An insurance
company representing former Scotch
Plains Republican Mayor Martin
Marks has paid
$10,000 to settle a defa-
mation lawsuit brought
against Mr. Marks by
2006 Democratic
township council can-
didate Neal LeStrange.

State Superior Court
Judge Ross Anzaldi in
Union County dis-
missed the lawsuit,
filed by Mr. LeStrange
in 2007, against Mr.
Marks and former
township Police Chief
Thomas O’Brien, in
June. Mr. LeStrange appealed that
decision.

Mr. LeStrange’s lawsuit alleged that
Mr. Marks and Mr. O’Brien had de-
famed Mr. LeStrange during the 2006
campaign when they “created a false
impression” that Mr. LeStrange was
a racist and an anti-Semite.

The case was brought after Mr.

LeStrange, a former township police
officer, charged that he was defamed
as the result of comments made by
the former mayor regarding Mr.
LeStrange’s attendance at a 1990 gath-

ering in Tennessee
called the “Good Old
Boys Roundup.” The
event attracted several
hundred federal, state
and local law enforce-
ment officials, nearly
all white, from around
the nation. The media
later reported about
overt racism being in
evidence at the annual
outing, including skits,
T-shirts, signs and
mock-shooting targets
aimed at African-

Americans.
Mr. LeStrange said, in a 2002 depo-

sition in an unrelated lawsuit, that he
went to the event, but had been “dis-
gusted by it and never went again.”

When contacted about the settle-
ment, Mr. LeStrange told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times he was “ec-
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Neal LeStrange

HELPING HAITI...Teacher Sharon Stone of Edison School in Westfield has been
helping Haiti through the Charity Water program and with pen pals from area
intermediate schools. Ms. Stone is pictured last year with children in Haiti.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOLAR PANELS...PSE&G is installing solar panels on electric poles in area
towns and tieing into the street lighting systems to help defray electric costs to
towns. The installation above, typical for all, is shown on Mountain Avenue in
Westfield next to The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GANG GREEN...Suzanne Taylor of Scotch Plains has been driving her “Go Jets” company Toyota throughout the area
inspiring fan support for the NFL playoffs. At halftime Sunday, fans show their joy with the Jets in the lead. Ultimately,
though, the Indianapolis Colts prevailed. Pictured, left to right, are: Ms. Taylor, Val with Ed Melendez of Wood-Ridge, Cory
Mermer of Westfield, Jim Annese of Fanwood, Dave Corbin of  Garwood, Greg Ryan of Westfield and Vicki with Larry
Darrow of Garwood.

MODERN HISTORY…Union Catholic High School welcomed Congressman
Leonard Lance on January 6, when he visited with students in a United States
History class. The class, taught by Kim Leegan, was comprised of junior and
senior students. Congressman Lance engaged in a discussion regarding current
issues facing the nation, including airport security, the war in Afghanistan, the
economy and immigration.


