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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Wednesday, January 20, Emily Root-
Lafemina, 36, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police head-
quarters to satisfy an outstanding Cranbury
warrant in the amount of $114. She was
processed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, January 21, Aaron Webb,
23, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount of
$500. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Thursday, January 21, Laura Figueroa,
30, of West Orange was arrested on an
outstanding Newark traffic warrant in the
amount of $100 pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop at Mountain Avenue and Or-
chard Street. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released after posting bail.

Thursday, January 21, Tiffany Win-
ters, 27, of Fair Haven was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant. She was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and posted bail of $7,500.

Thursday, January 21, Steven
McIntyre, 25, of Roselle was arrested at
the Union Police Department on an out-
standing Westfield warrant in the amount
of $266. He was transported to the Union
County jail in lieu of bail.

Thursday, January 21, Welby Perez,
31, of Jersey City was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop in the area of Rahway
Avenue and Doris Parkway and charged
with hindering his own apprehension.
Perez allegedly gave officers a false name
during the investigation.

A further investigation revealed that
two criminal warrants had been issued for
Perez by Jersey City, in the amount of
$875 total bail, as well as one criminal
warrant from Union City, in the amount
of $3,500. Perez was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and served with a summons for hindering
apprehension. He was unable to post bail
at the time of the report.

Saturday, January 23, Carlos A.
Garrastegui, 28, of Newark was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop at East North
and South Euclid Avenues on a Newark
warrant for assault. He was released after
posting $500 bail.

Saturday, January 23, Miguel Ramos-
Guridy, 38, of Roselle was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield warrant for no registration. He
was released after posting $99 bail.

Sunday, January 24, John A. Driver,
44, of Jersey City was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Cacciola Place. He was released on
his own recognizance to a responsible
individual.

Sunday, January 24, a resident of the
400 block of Rahway Avenue reported an
attempted burglary at the home. At ap-
proximately midnight, the resident heard
a loud noise at the front door, not knowing
at the time that someone unknown was
trying to force it open, according to po-
lice. Entry was not gained.

Sunday, January 24, Francesca Grant-
Saintfort, 22, of Elizabeth was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop at Elm Street
and Dudley Avenue on outstanding war-
rants from Union, in the amount of $750,
and East Orange, in the amount of $100.
She was turned over to the Union Police
Department.

Fanwood
Thursday, January 14, two residents of

the 100 block of Patterson Road each
reported that, sometime overnight, a brick
was thrown through the windshield of
their motor vehicles. Both vehicles were
parked in the street in front of their own-
ers’ residences at the time. The incidents
remain under investigation.

Thursday, January 14, a resident of the
100 block of Madison Avenue reported
that sometime overnight, someone broke
the driver’s side mirror off his motor
vehicle.

Friday, January 15, Gary J. Roman, 42,
of Lake Hopatcong was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding Middlesex County Sheriff’s
Department warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, January 17, Andrew W. Lyons,
21, of Scotch Plains was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on the 500 block of
North Avenue on an outstanding Fanwood
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Monday, January 18, two 17-year-old
male juveniles from Scotch Plains were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
and charged with providing police with
false information. They were transported
to police headquarters, where they were
processed and released to their parents.

Wednesday, January 20, Tyron Dunn,
38, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Wednesday, January 20, Alberto C.
Atuncar, 23, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
the 50 block of South Avenue on an
outstanding Union County warrant. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, January 22, Marco Palate, 28,
of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with providing false information
to police after a motor vehicle stop on the
300 block of South Avenue. According to
police, he also was found to have out-
standing warrants out of Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Plainfield. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and turned over to the Union
County jail for failure to post bail.

Sunday, January 24, Quiama M.
Howard, 26, of Garfield was arrested on
an outstanding Passaic warrant after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, January 24, Oliver A. Walker,
58, of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 50 block of
South Avenue on an outstanding Union

County body warrant. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and then turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Sunday, January 24, Tymyaun L.
Webb, Jr., 19, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding Scotch Plains warrant
after a motor vehicle stop on Mary Lane.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and turned
over to the Scotch Plains Police Depart-
ment.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 18, Brittany Hornsby,

23, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Monday, January 18, Brian Stanley,
30, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Monday, January 18, a resident of
Longfellow Avenue reported that some-
one made $1,500 worth of unauthorized
purchases using her bank card. Accord-
ing to police, the bank notified her of the
fraud.

Tuesday, January 19, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that someone
has been harassing her by ringing her
doorbell and running away.

Tuesday, January 19, a student at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School reported
that while he was in gym class, someone
removed his phone, valued at $350, from
his locker.

Friday, January 22, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
forced open the back door of his residence
and, once inside, removed multiple pieces
of jewelry.

Sunday, January 24, Alvin Branch, 55,
of Irvington was arrested and charged
with providing police with false informa-
tion after a motor vehicle stop. According
to police, once his true identity was deter-
mined, the officer discovered multiple
outstanding warrants had been issued for
him. Branch was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Mountainside
Friday, January 22, Alicia Feliciano,

33, of Union was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop for allegedly driving with a
suspended license. She was processed
and released at the scene.

Saturday, January 23, Luis Lopez, 32,
of North Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop for allegedly driving
without a license. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, January 23, Rashidah K.
Grimsley, 28, of Montclair was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license.

Saturday, January 23, Nathaniel T.
Washington, 24, of Jersey City was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
with a pending court date.

Saturday, January 23, Cecilia C.
Schroeder-Roman, 20, of Clifton was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense.

Sunday, January 24, Sergio F. Garcia,
32, of Lindenwold was arrested for alleg-
edly driving with a suspended license. He
subsequently was charged with two out-
standing warrants out of Westville. Garcia
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

the goose population down, and there
are other tactics such as border collie
dogs [to help fight this problem].”

“Let’s keep our local parks [employ-
ees] on the job of managing the goose
problem rather than looking to an out-
side source,” Mrs. Renna said.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a resolution to enter into agree-
ments with Scotch Plains, Westfield,
Clark, Roselle, Roselle Park, Elizabeth
Avenue Partnership and the Historic
Midtown of Elizabeth Special Improve-
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LeStrange Garners $10,000
In Settlement of Lawsuit

event raises funds, roughly $20,000
per event, to support JLEP’s projects
in Union County, which focus on
“Women and Children in Crises –
Prevention and Intervention.”

Touch-A-Truck brings vehicles –
from fire trucks to big rigs to bulldozers
– to the train station and allows children
to climb aboard and explore. The event
is scheduled for Sunday, October 17,
with a rain date of Sunday, October 24,
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Giving her first Public Safety
Committee report as chairwoman,
Ms. Neylan said the town must pro-
mote its Instant E-Alert system, for
which 800 people have already
signed up.

Whether it is to alert people to a
rash of burglaries in a given area or to
provide safety tips, the system, she
said, would be used on a regular ba-
sis, similar to the Westfield Board of
Education’s alert program, to give
updates on public safety.

“Public safety will be my top prior-
ity,” she said.

All crossing guard posts were re-
newed going forward, Ms. Neylan
said. In the spring, police will collect
data that will aid the committee in
recommending possible relocations
or additions of posts.

In addition, Westfield will renew a
one-year contract with The RBA
Group, Inc., of Morristown, to serve
as an on-call traffic safety and engi-
neering services consultant. The con-
tract is not to exceed $14,000.

The RBA Group’s data collection
was necessary to further the new four-
way stop, located at Boulevard and
Park Street, which Ms. Neylan called
a success. The group will now focus
its attention at the intersection of
South Chestnut Street and Fourth
Avenue, near Gumbert Park.

The council, next week, will pass a
resolution for final payment of the
Sid Fay/ Houlihan Municipal Park

project. The artificial-turfed Sid Fay/
Houlihan fields, used primarily for
soccer and lacrosse, are located at the
corner of Rahway Avenue and Lam-
berts Mill Road, across from St.
Helen’s Church.

The project involved paving and
striping in the parking lot, as well as
the addition of Westfield High School
senior William Foltz’s new lightning
shelter, which he completed as part of
his Boy Scout Eagle Project.

Prior to the work at Sid Fay/
Houlihan, Mr. Ciarrocca said the park-
ing lot was “terrible” and had become
a “free-for-all.”

Mayor Skibitsky, who had driven
through the area, concurred that
changes have improved the situation.

The council then went into execu-
tive session to hear updates on
Sunnyside Senior Housing vs. The
Town of Westfield, a builder’s-rem-
edy claim, as well as to discuss col-
lective-bargaining agreements with
the police, fire and Teamsters unions.

One of the four town unions, the
Communications Workers of America
(CWA) is the only entity to have
entered 2010 with a current contract.
On December 31, 2009, the police
and Teamsters contracts had expired.
The fire union is currently in arbitra-
tion. 2010 marks year three of a four-
year deal with the CWA.

At last Wednesday’s public coun-
cil session, moved up a day due to the
swearing-in ceremony of New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie, the council
approved a resolution to reappoint
Stuart Koenig and his law firm for
another year. Mr. Koenig represents
the town in the Sunnyside matter.

Wednesday evening began with a
moment of silence for the victims of
the Haiti earthquake and a plea by the
town for residents to give monetary
donations through the Westfield-
Mountainside Red Cross. For more
details, see redcross.org.

104 Elm Street, is working with the
DWC to quickly replace its awning
and update its window sign. The busi-
ness will celebrate its 20th anniver-
sary on Monday, February 8.

Mrs. Cronin commented that she
was pleasantly surprised when the news-
stand/tobacconist up the block also ex-
pressed interest in improving its busi-
ness’ appearance by restoring the leaded
transom glass, one of the few places in
Westfield’s north side business district
where this type of architectural detail is
still in place. The board expressed its
support by approving a façade grant to
assist with the effort.

Other projects being discussed in-
clude a possible expansion of Evalyn
Dunn’s Gallery located at 549 South
Avenue, and façade work on the build-
ing that houses Sound Station and Clyne
and Murphy at 433-439 South Avenue.

The work by Subway at the corner of
Quimby Street and Central Avenue is
progressing, but the façade has changed
and will not meet all criteria set forth by
the DWC in its grant approval.

Cosimo’s Restaurant and Pizzeria,
at 118 East Broad Street, has filed an
application to expand by taking over
a neighboring space.

Mrs. Cronin stated that the down-
town vacancy rate has not changed
much, but expects some closures to
occur soon. Two new businesses have
opened, a boutique, Splash, and a pet-
care business, Shampooch.

Planning for promotions in 2010

was also discussed at the meeting.
The DWC is continuing to work on

the winter Restaurant Week promo-
tion. It is scheduled to occur February
21 through 27, and will feature $20
dinners and $10 lunches.

The Westfield in Bloom promotion
is slated to be repeated this spring/
summer, and the DWC is looking for
additional partners to help in the ef-
fort. One project proposed was a tree-
and plant-care guide to help
homeowners present the best appear-
ance possible. Mrs. Cronin said that
such a project would be beyond the
capabilities of her staff and asked
whether or not a local nursery or gar-
den center would be able to help out.

The evaluations for this summer’s
Sweet Sounds Downtown promotion
are scheduled for February 11.

Discussion of creating a DWC pres-
ence on Facebook was also resur-
rected. The concept had been killed
by earlier objections from the town’s
insurance underwriter. Mrs. Cronin
had attended a session on Facebook
hosted by the library. She said that
recent changes made by the site have
altered what an organization can do.
She said that opening a fan site will
let the group post things, but does not
permit outsiders to post. This allows
the group to control its site, but elimi-
nates the risk of postings that contain
inappropriate links. Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said he would dis-
cuss the subject with the underwriter.
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DWC May See Budget Rise

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – An insurance com-
pany representing former Scotch Plains
Republican Mayor Martin Marks has paid
$10,000 to settle a defamation lawsuit
brought against Mr. Marks by 2006 Demo-
cratic township council candidate Neal
LeStrange.

State Superior Court Judge Ross Anzaldi
in Union County dismissed the lawsuit,
filed by Mr. LeStrange in 2007, against Mr.
Marks and former township Police Chief
Thomas O’Brien, in June. Mr. LeStrange
appealed that decision.

Mr. LeStrange’s lawsuit alleged that Mr.
Marks and Mr. O’Brien had defamed Mr.
LeStrange during the 2006 campaign, when
they “created a false impression” that Mr.
LeStrange was a racist and an anti-Semite.

The case was brought after Mr. LeStrange,
a former township police officer, charged
that he was defamed as a result of comments
made by the former mayor regarding Mr.
LeStrange’s attendance at a 1990 gathering
in Tennessee called the “Good Old Boys
Roundup.” The event attracted several hun-
dred federal, state and local law enforce-
ment officials, nearly all white, from around
the nation. The media later reported about
overt racism occurring at the annual outing
in the form of skits, T-shirts, signs and
mock-shooting targets aimed at African-
Americans.

Mr. LeStrange said, in a 2002 deposition
in an unrelated lawsuit, that he went to the
event but had been “disgusted by it and
never went again.”

When contacted about the settlement,
Mr. LeStrange told The Westfield Leader he
was “ecstatic” about the outcome.

“I believe this is complete vindication,”
Mr. LeStrange said. “This was completely
about politics.” Mr. LeStrange was the only
Democrat on the party’s 2006 ticket not to
win a seat on the Scotch Plains Township
Council. Democrats Kevin Glover and Jef-
frey Strauss won seats, while Republican
Nancy Malool, the current mayor, won the
other seat. “This was about trying to win an
election and doing it as dirty as possible,”
Mr. LeStrange said.

“It was never about the money,” he told
The Leader, adding, “We don’t need dirty
politics in Scotch Plains.”

Mr. LeStrange said he never received
complaints during his 22-year career with
the Scotch Plains Police Department. “You
think you would get at least one (com-

plaint),” he said, if he was a racist or anti-
Semite.

Mr. Marks told The Leader that he had no
knowledge of a settlement by his insurance
carrier, Encompass Insurance, prior to the
offer, as he was opposed to “offering this
guy a settlement when he didn’t deserve
anything.” Mr. Marks also said through the
settlement, signed by both parties, that Mr.
LeStrange acknowledged that the settle-
ment “is not an admission of wrong-doing”
by Mr. Marks. To that, he said Mr.
LeStrange’s comments claiming a victory
in the case “are a little bit misguided.”

Mr. LeStrange called Mr. Marks “a liar,”
stating the former mayor knew about the
settlement and attempted to stop it from
proceeding.

In a copy of a letter, dated December 2,
from Mr. Marks’ attorney, Frank Caruso,
obtained by The Leader, Mr. Caruso said,
“Mr. Marks has indicated that he does not
consent to Encompass offering a settle-
ment, as he is confident that the decision
dismissing Mr. LeStrange’s
complaint…would be affirmed by the Ap-
pellate Division.” Mr. Caruso said in the
letter that Mr. Marks wanted certain stipu-
lations, including that there would be no
admission of liability on the former mayor’s
part.

Mr. Marks had been quoted in New Jer-
sey Jewish News in the fall of 2006 as saying
he did not want “someone who went to what
amounts to a Ku Klux Klan meeting for
police representing me.” Mr. LeStrange’s
lawsuit claimed that Mr. Marks “know-
ingly created the false impression that [Mr.
LeStrange] was a member of an organiza-
tion that hated Blacks and Jews,” and “cre-
ated the false impression that [Mr.
LeStrange] was a racist and an anti-Semite.”

The former mayor said, “I absolutely stand
by anything I said to the media about Neal
LeStrange. If my actions or words in any way
kept Neal LeStrange off of the town council
in Scotch Plains, then I have done a great
service to our town,” Mr. Marks said.

“I just don’t think that he has the judg-
ment or character to be in town govern-
ment,” Mr. Marks added.

Mr. LeStrange called Mr. Marks a “hypo-
crite,” saying the former mayor made com-
ments that Mr. LeStrange should not serve
on council, yet Mr. Marks “has no problem
when he wears my shirt with my company
logo (LeStrange Security in the St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Softball League)
on his back.”

houses are located.”
At the start of the meeting, Superin-

tendent Dolan said that the students
redistricted to Edison are “working well
in classrooms” and “socializing well.”

She addressed the results of the
community survey, published in a
newsletter sent to parents, which
showed 65 percent of respondents to
the survey said the district should
redistrict when enrollment is high,
such as was the case at RIS.

At the conclusion of the meeting
during the public comment segment,
three residents addressed the board’s
redistricting plan.

Mary Beth Eidus of Harding Street
asked the status of redistricting the
2011 incoming intermediate school
class. The redistricting plan had
showed that there was a possibility of
a high enrollment that year at Edison,
and the BOE would have to address
the issue if it were to come to fruition.
Ms. Dolan said a committee is meet-
ing and will have “something more
definite by the end of the year.”

Ms. Eidus said she would “want a
lot more warning,” should there be a
change of school, so she could pre-
pare her child for the change.

In relation to her remark, Megan
Leary of Harding Street asked if there
had been any discussions about for-
mulating a plan for the 2011 incoming
class to Edison in relation to teaming.

Bobbie Sgro of Sandra Circle asked,
“How could the board have missed it so
blatantly?” referring to the wording on
the transportation policy.

“Westfield is not the only district to do
something like that,” Ms. Dolan said.

Ms. Sgro also asked how the board
would make a retroactive correction
to a “two-year mistake” of not offer-
ing busing.

Ms. Dolan said it was not suggested
in the commissioner’s decision.

Mr. Berman addressed the 2010-
2011 budget.

The 2009-2010 current budget in-
cludes a school tax levy of $78.2
million in support of an overall bud-
get of $89.5 million.

Mr. Berman was most concerned
about the receipt of state aid, and said
with a best-case scenario, the district
would receive the same amount of state
aid as last year, which he said is not the
scenario he would use in crafting this
upcoming year’s budget. He said if
state aid were reduced by 5 percent,
Westfield would receive $258,803 less
in state aid, and if reduced by 10 per-
cent, $517,607 less in state aid.

He said the amount would most
likely be made up through a decrease
in the proposed budget.

Last year, the district received 100
percent of $1.2 million (more than
previously received) in state aid it ap-
plied for, which he called an “anomaly”
and attributed it to the stimulus fund.

This week, he said, the district
should hear from the governor’s of-
fice about what the tax levy cap man-
date by the state will be set at, either
a rate of 3 or 4 percent.

Mr. Mattessich said regardless what
percentage the cap is, “We are not in
good shape…we have a lot of work to
do.”

Mr. Berman said pension contribu-
tions to the Public Employee Retire-
ment System deferment also is an op-
tion. Last year, the district deferred a
$272,000 payment at a rate of 8 percent
interest, to be paid off by 2012, he said.

The board also approved the revised
Extra-Curriculum Activity policy, on
first reading. The policy clarifies that
students enrolled in-district or in dis-
trict-funded programs, such as Mag-
net schools or Vo-Tech, may attend
extra-curricular activities.

Board President Ginny Leiz said
this would count all students for whom
the district pays tuition – whether
“entirely or in part.”

This clarification arose when a stu-
dent, attending a school in Westfield
that was not paid tuition by the
Westfield public schools system, at-
tended an extra-curricular activity and
was not allowed to participate.

On first reading, the board approved
a Fine Arts curricula and a Science
curricula.

The science core curriculum re-
quirements say that the district must
offer an Astronomy course, so in kin-
dergarten through grade 5 the course
will be added. Board member Alice
Hunnicutt said six science kits for the
new class are on order, and were
already accounted for in the budget.

Anita O’Neal, assistant superin-
tendent of curriculum, said Kinder-
garten and Grade 1 would have a
combined program, where the
kindergarteners will be introduced to
the subject, which will then be elabo-
rated on in first grade.

She also said that Westfield High
School has for over a year been look-
ing to develop an astronomy course.

The board will meet for a private
session on Tuesday, February 2, and
hold a public meeting on Tuesday,
February 9, at 8 p.m.
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Jury Sides With SP on Most Charges
Of Discrimination Lawsuit

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — A federal jury last
week found that the township government
had improperly retaliated against a public
works employee, but the municipal govern-
ment prevailed on three other claims filed
against it in connection with events that
occurred in 2006 and 2007.

Nicholas DiNizo, who has worked for
the township since the mid-1980s, claimed
he had been subject to a hostile work envi-
ronment, namely ethnic slurs directed at
him and others in 2006 by then-Public
Works director Charles Cerami. In August
of that year, Mr. DiNizo anonymously wrote
a letter to then-township manager Thomas
Atkins, signed on behalf of the entire de-
partment, complaining about Mr. Cerami
and claiming that morale in the department
was poor.

Mr. DiNizo was eventually identified as
the author of the letter —whose claims, it
was revealed, were not backed by the entire
department — and was issued a notice of
suspension for six months by Mr. Atkins, a
penalty that was never implemented. Mr.
DiNizo also claimed he was improperly
passed over for a promotion in 2007, after
Mr. Cerami had left his position in the wake
of an indictment related to his former posi-
tion in Clinton Township.

After a two-week trial in U.S. District
Court in Trenton, a jury sided with Mr.
DiNizo on his claim of retaliation for en-
gaging in protected activity under the state’s
law against discrimination (LAD). He had
claimed his August 2006 letter and his
issuing it to several individuals, including
then-township council candidate Neal
LeStrange, had been protected under the
LAD. As part of his ultimately unsuccessful
campaign that year, Mr. LeStrange had
made Mr. Atkins’ hiring of Mr. Cerami
earlier in 2006 a campaign issue. In backing
Mr. DiNizo’s retaliation claim under the
LAD, the jury awarded him $1,500 for
emotional distress and zero for economic

damage.
The eight-member jury found the town-

ship had not subjected Mr. DiNizo to a
hostile work environment because of his
Italian heritage and also sided with the
township on the claim that Mr. Atkins had
retaliated against Mr. DiNizo because of
Mr. DiNizo’s friendship with Mr. LeStrange
and his backing for Mr. LeStrange’s candi-
dacy in 2006. The jury, in its January 18
verdict, also concluded that neither the town-
ship nor Mr. Atkins had retaliated against
Mr. DiNizo for his refusal to engage in an
activity — namely the dumping of scrap
metal at the public works property — that
Mr. DiNizo believed to be illegal.

“Obviously, I am pleased that the jury
vindicated the township on three of the four
counts,” said Township Attorney Brian
Levine, who also told The Westfield Leader
that he will file an appeal of the LAD
verdict. Mr. Levine called it “especially
significant that the jury found that Mr.
DiNizo was not exposed to a hostile work
environment based on his ethnicity.” He
added that he was “obviously pleased that
the jury awarded a minimal amount of
damages” on the sole count won by Mr.
DiNizo.

Mr. Levine said the “taxpayers of Scotch
Plains face no exposure” in the wake of the
verdict, noting that any of Mr. DiNizo’s
legal expenses that the township may be
compelled to pay will be covered by its
insurance carrier. Mr. Levine said he plans
to argue that Mr. DiNizo’s attorney is en-
titled to “little or no fees,” given the jury’s
verdict in the matter.

Mr. DiNizo’s attorney Steven Adler told
The Leader his client “is thrilled to be
vindicated” on the retaliation claim under
the LAD and “is hopeful that things will get
back to normal at work.” Mr. Adler said he
would pursue a claim to have the township
pay all of Mr. DiNizo’s legal fees in connec-
tion with the case. He said he plans to make
an application before Judge Peter Sheridan,
who presided over this month’s trial.

MS BOE Approves
2010-2011 Calendar

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Tuesday
evening’s school board meeting was
shorter than expected, as Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Jeanette Baubles,
could not provide a planned budget over-
view for the 2010-2011 school year,
“given that we have not yet received the
information we need from the New Jersey
Department of Education (NJ DOE) yet.
Our first overview will be at the February
9 board meeting,” she said.

The board extensively discussed and
approved the calendar for the next school
year, including a spring break planned
earlier than in past school years. Once the
calendar came to a vote, it did not receive
unanimous approval from the board.
Board member Cathy Jakositz voted
against the matter.

Since Mountainside shares school ser-
vices at the high school level with Berke-
ley Heights, their calendars need to mir-
ror one another in order to minimize any
vacation schedule differences, especially
for parents who have children in both
school systems.

Board member Carolyn Williams, the
board liaison for the Berkeley Heights
school district, recalled that “April (2011)
would be a long month,” with spring
break occurring at the end of March.

Ms. Jakositz asked “can we have a more
unilateral approach to calendar planning?”

Ms. Baubles also spoke about a parent
who asked if the spring vacation week in
2011 could be moved closer to the Pass-
over and Easter holiday time and another
parent who asked that the Rosh Hashanah
holiday, scheduled for September 9, 2011
be extended to September 10 as well.

“Historically, this district has one day
for Rosh Hashanah,” added School Board
President Mary Beth Schaumberg.

As she looked at area school district
calendars, “it’s somewhat of a mixed
bag,” said Ms. Baubles, looking at how
towns like Summit and Westfield sched-
ule around holidays.

Adding a further scheduling challenge
to the spring 2011 calendar for the
Mountainside school district is the annual
administration of the New Jersey Assess-
ment of Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK)
test in the spring.

“We have to be aware of when the NJ
ASK is” Ms. Baubles informed the board.

The next board meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, February 9, at 7:30 p.m.

ment District for participation in the
Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program
(S.L.A.P.). Through the program,
towns receive labor assistance from
non-violent prisoners. Towns pay the
cost of a sheriff’s officer assigned to
guard the prisoners.

The county also accepted $375,208 in
funding from the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Transportation for the construc-
tion of Summit Avenue/Springfield Av-
enue and Summit Avenue/Broad Street
intersection improvements in Summit.
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