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GL Highlanders Stop Cougar Wrestlers, 36-31
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

TOMASSO, KALIMTZIS, SKIBITSKY GRAB VICTORIES

Brearley Bear Wrestlers Top
Blue Devil Matmen, 56-13

No Goalie to Watch your Back! No Pads to Soften your Fall! No Helmets, No Bats, No Sticks! So How is a Winner Determined?

We Wrestle!

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two days after a close win over
rival Roselle Park, the No. 8 ranked
David Brearley High School wres-
tling team improved to 13-1 with a
56-13 victory over the Westfield Blue
Devils in Kenilworth on January 15.
The match was concluded with an
intense showdown between two very
talented wrestlers.

The Blue Devils, who forfeited five
weight classes, received victories
from Chris Tomasso, Mike Kalimtzis
and Troy Skibitsky, but a strong effort
was put out by senior Brian Henry in
the first bout of the evening against
defending Union County 140-lb
champion Devin Geoghegan at 145-
lbs. Geoghegan got an early lead with
a pair of takedowns, a reversal and a
two-point tilt, but Henry kept coming
back at him. Towards the end of the
second period, Geoghegan was show-
ing signs of fatigue, and in the third
period motioned for an injury timeout
to catch his wind. Geoghegan then

managed to add a defensive takedown
to claim a 10-2, majority decision.

“You are never going to question
Brian Henry’s efforts out there,” com-
mented Blue Devil Head Coach Glen

Kurz. “That kid was a little bit heavier,
a little bit more experienced and he
had a little too much power for Brian,
but I can tell you that kid doesn’t want
to wrestle Brian again. He was gassed
at the end of that match, and if they
wrestle again, I think Brian gave that
kid a message that he is all business.”

After the Bears added a fall in the
152-lb bout, although Tomasso took
two nice takedown shots against Joe
Cassamerto the first period ended,
0-0. Cassamerto escaped, but
Tomasso pulled off a smooth duck-
under takedown in the second period
and added an escape in the third to
win, 3-1.

“Tomasso had a smart match. He
had three very nice leg attacks. Those
are the kind of matches we need to
have from Chris Tomasso on a con-
sistent basis,” coach Kurz said. “There
are times he does well, and then he
has some mental lapses. We need to
do away with the mental lapses. The
way he wrestled tonight, if we could
get that from him every time, we are

going to be in good shape.”
After yielding a takedown in the

first period and missing several
takedown opportunities himself, Blue
Devil Bill Kim battled back to take a

5-4 lead in the third but fell victim to
another takedown late in the period to
lose, 6-5, to Anthony Tancs at 171-
lbs.

“The focus of our practices the last
couple of weeks have been finishing
them on the edge. He gave up three
takedowns. We can’t have that,” coach
Kurz said.

The Bears took a 31-3 team lead
after a forfeit at 189-lbs, Rob Schielke
recorded a fall over Tom Snyder at
215-lbs, and Rasheed Banks received
a forfeit at heavyweight. Kalimtzis,
however, took only 32 seconds to pin
Dylan Oliva with a half nelson at 103-
lbs. At 125-lbs, Skibitsky tallied a
pair of single-leg takedowns, a head-
in-arm spin-around takedown and a
slick throw-by takedown to seize a
10-2, majority decision over Nick
McElroy.

The final bout of the evening pitted
Blue Devil Christian Barber against
state-ranked Dan Ries at 140-lbs.
After a scoreless first period, Barber
escaped and initiated several

takedown attempts. Ries escaped in
the third period to knot the bout, 1-1,
and to force overtime (OT). The first
OT period was scoreless. Each wres-
tler successfully controlled from the
top position in his respective 30-sec-
ond period to force a tiebreaker (TB).
Barber opted to take the bottom posi-
tion, but Ries hung on to claim the 2-
1 victory.

“We are not looking to moral victo-
ries from Christian Barber. That’s a
match that Christian has got to win.
He didn’t push the pace enough in the
beginning. He was holding back,”
coach Kurz said. “God knows he had
more left in his tank than the other kid
in the third period. If we push that kid
more in the beginning, that kid is
going to have less in the third period.”

BOUT SEQUENCE:
145: — Geoghegan (B) md Henry, 10-2
152: — John Balboni (B) p Erik
Gozsieski, 5:59
160: — Tomasso (W) d Cassamerto,
3-1
171: — Tancs (B) d Kim, 6-5
189: — Anthony Scorese (B) won forfeit
215: — Schielke (B) p Snyder, 1:36
Hwt: — Banks (B) won forfeit
103: — Kalimtzis (W) p Oliva, :32
112: — Mike Disko (B) won forfeit
119: — Matt Disko (B) won forfeit
125: — Skibitsky (W) md McElroy, 10-2
130: — Matt Samansky (B) won forfeit
135: — Nick Lospinoso (B) md Ryan
Jennings, 11-3
140: — Ries (B) d Barber, 2-1, 4 OT TB

At 140-lbs, Cougar Eric Knight
overcame a 4-0 deficit and got a third-
period takedown to send the bout to
overtime with Victor Orozco, who
regrouped to squeeze out a 6-4 vic-
tory to narrow the Cougars’ lead to
25-21.

“I knew this was going to be more
mental toughness than physical and
come right down to the wire. Over-
time, I took bottom, knew the roll was
there, felt the pressure and just went
for it,” said Orozco.

145-lb Patrick Eichner swamped
Cougar Jim Dwyer at 2:56 to put the
Highlanders on top for the first time,
27-25. Connor Londregan regained

the Cougar lead with a 6-5 win over
Shane Haddad.

“I went to the high crotch second
and third period and got the takedown
both times,” said Londregan.

“We started out just the way we
wanted. The two big guys got pins.
We looked to get two extra points at
119 and hoped Carmine (Pellino)
would not get pinned at 130,” Cougar
Head Coach Darren Torsone said.
“Matt DiGiovanni came out here with
a great match, beating the runner-up
in the county last year, and 140 could
have gone either way. We bumped up,
trying to get some wins, because we
knew they were strong at 145. At 152

and 160, we looked for a pin in one of
those matches, but their freshman
(Haddad) was tougher than I thought
he would be. The 171-lb.match could
have gone either way as well. We
were hoping to get that one win and
finish up at 189. The kids wrestled
tough on both sides and I think and it
was a good night.”

“When we got to 152, he made the
move there by putting Christiano up
at 160. I thought we had a good shot
at winning with the freshman, but he
just did not get it done and got beat by
a point at the buzzer. Hoy’s match, I
knew was going to be very close. I
had 135, 140 as key matches. If I had
those, I was pretty sure I was going to
win,” said Highlander Head Coach
Rick Iacono.
215: - Campo (C) p O’Sullivan, 5:14
Hwt: - Brady (C) p Manganiello, 3:18
103: - Mele (GL), p Castro, 1:29
112: - DeFranco (GL), P Henry, 1:48
119: - Giaccio (C), d Morrison, 12-0
125: - Brian Buontempo, (C) won forfeit
130: - Stepien (GL), p Pellino, 3:43
135: - DiGiovanni (C), d Hoy, 3-2
140: - Orozco (GL), d Knight, 6-4
145: - Eichner (GL), p Dwyer, 2:56
152: - Londegran (C), d Haddad, 6-5
160: - Christiano (C), d Shuanburg, 6-1
171: - Heissler (GL), d Keim, 5-0
189: - Colder (GL), p Petgrave, 1:59

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING SITUATIONS UNDER TOTAL CONTROL…Cougar Joe Giaccio tallied three takedowns and an arm bar, half
nelson combination to shut out 119-lb Highlander Ryne Morrison, 12-0..
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Did Your Wife Get What She

Really Wanted For X-mas?

Now Give Your Wife What She

Really Deserves ... A New Kitchen.

Call Karl Now ... 908-377-6761

Karl Gerckens • 522 Central Avenue, Westfield • Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Attention
All Westfield Men:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A QUICK, SWIFT PIN…Westfield Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis, top, turns Brearley Bear Dylan Oliver to his back for a fall
in 32 seconds in his 103-lb bout in Kenilworth on January 15. The eighth-ranked Bears won 56-13.

See More Wrestling and Photos on Next Page


