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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Casino Night Benefiting Cranford
Project Graduation Set for Jan. 22

CRANFORD – Cranford
Project Graduation will host a
Casino Night at the Gran Centuri-
ons in Clark on Friday, January
22, at 7 p.m. The event, sponsored
by the Cranford PTA, will raise
funds to sponsor a safe, drug and
alcohol free graduation night cel-
ebration for Cranford High School
seniors. The event offers a night
of hors d’oeuvres and games of
chance including Black-Jack,
Craps, Roulette, Poker and slots.
Tickets are $35 in advance and
$40 at the door.

“As one of the first major com-
munity social events after the holi-
day season, Casino Night offers a
wonderful opportunity to connect
with friends you haven’t seen over

the winter, while enjoying a fun filled
night in support of a program that
effectively reduces some of the more
significant risks associated with un-
chaperoned high school graduation
parties,” said Kathleen Hartnett,
Chairperson for Project Graduation.

The Vegas-style event is a new
addition to Project Graduation’s ex-
isting fundraising efforts and hopes
are high that community support will
lead to a strong turnout. “Casino
Night will be the largest fundraising
event tied to Project Graduation,”
Hartnett said, “and we are counting
on the money raised here to fund the
majority of the graduation night ac-
tivities slated for June of next year.”

Casino Night is open to anyone
over the age of 21. There are several

options to support Project Gradu-
ation include purchasing or sell-
ing tickets on behalf of the
Cranford PTA, sponsoring the
event and making a donation.

To purchase tickets, please con-
tact: Grace Williams at (908) 276-
2767 or gbwilliams4@verizon.net
– Mary Ann Ramey at (908) 272-
4039 or mampr1@comcast.net –
or visit Periwinkle’s located at 17
North Union Avenue, Cranford

************************
For more information on Casino

Night, Project Graduation, spon-
sorships, etc. please contact:
Kathleen Hartnett, Project Gradu-
ation Chairperson, at
k.hartnett@comcast.net or call
(908) 276-9530 or (201) 738-5653

MORGAN MILLER, McCOY SCORE 13 POINTS APIECE

Cougar Cager’s Surge in 3rd
Sinks Lady Blue Devils, 46-40

COLDER SEALS WIN; BRADY REMAINS UNDEFEATED

Highlanders Win Final Bout;
Stop Cougar Wrestlers, 36-31

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JP Christiano claimed a 6-1 deci-
sion over Steve Shaunberg at 160-lbs
to give the Cranford High School
wrestling team a 31-27 lead with two
bouts remaining, but Zach Heissler
topped Chris Keim at 171-lbs and
Frank Colder pinned Errol Petgrave
at 189-lbs to give Governor Livingston
a 36-31 victory in Berkeley Heights
on January 14.

The 6-4 Cougars grabbed a 12-0
lead when Julian Campo tripped Matt
O’Sullivan’s light switch to the “off”
position at 5:14 at 215-lbs, and heavy-
weight Joe Brady improved to 12-0
by clamping Anthony Manganiello
to the mat at 3:18.

“Julian and I knew we could take

them. Just double leg takedowns, right
to his back. I then tilted him, got
points until they called it a pin. Twelve
points; both pins,” said Brady.

Freshman Jonathan Mele got the 8-
1 Highlanders in the win column with
a fall over Diego Castro at 1:29 at
103-lbs.

“I kept working the bar, I then
switched off a little bit, got a diver-
sion of it and finally stuck him,” said
Mele, who improved to 13-4.

At 112, Anthony DeFranco stacked
Cougar Ian Henry via a fall at 1:48.
Joe Giaccio tallied three takedowns
and an arm bar, half nelson combina-
tion to shut out 119-lb Ryne Morrison,
12-0.

“I worked my bars, tilts, just about
everything, looking for the fall but

the kid fought real hard staying off
his back,” said Giaccio.

At 130-lbs, Highlander Mike
Stepien pinned Carmine Pellino with
a single arm bar in 3:43 to lift his
record to 15-2. Cougar Matt
DiGiovanni nipped Joey Hoy, 3-2, in
the 135-lb. bout, in what was perhaps
the most exciting match of the night.

“I tried to break the match up into
three periods, so my goal is to go out
there and win all three. I looked for
the arm bar or tilt, but he had a really
good defense. On bottom, I have con-
fidence, and feel I can escape on
anyone. I did that with the first two
but lost the third period, which brought
it real close, and I was not happy with
that,” said DiGiovanni.”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three-pointers fell like a torrential
downpour in the third quarter to lift
the Cranford High School girls bas-
ketball team to a 46-40 victory over
the 2-6 Westfield Lady Blue Devils in
Westfield on January 12. Trailing 21-
19, the 6-2 Cougars nailed five of
their six 3-pointers in a 21-9 run to
put the game nearly but not quite out
of reach.

Cougar sophomore Morgan Miller
hit three of those 3-pointers and fin-
ished with 13 points, three rebounds
and a steal. Senior forward Jamie
Webb (9 points) and freshman Jess
McCoy (5 rebounds, 4 assists), who
also sank 13 points, bucketed the other
two 3-pointers in the fateful quarter.

“They shot five threes in the third
quarter. I knew Number 3 (Morgan
Miller) was going to be able to hit a
couple of threes, but we missed a lot
of foul shots. We missed like six or
seven foul shots that could have put
us above,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Joe Marino said.

“Our coming together and working
hard in that third quarter won the
game,” Cougar Head Coach Jackie
Huber said. “Morgan has been play-
ing well. As a shooter, you have your
ups and downs, but today she did
phenomenally.”

Blue Devil senior forward Diana
Venezia led all scorers with 15 points,
including a 3-pointer, while pulling
eight rebounds, and adding two steals,
two blocked shots and an assist. Se-
nior guard Amanda Markowski fin-
ished with 11 points, three rebounds
and three assists, and junior forward
Katie Ponce had eight points, 10 re-
bounds and three assists. Point guard

Danielle Miller had four points, four
assists, five rebounds and a steal.

From the opening tip-off, the Blue
Devils used a stepped-up pace strat-
egy with Ponce and Markowski pres-
suring the Cougars’ offense to make
several poor passes. Although their
shooting from the field was off, the
Cougars took a 12-10 edge at the end
of the first quarter. The Blue Devils,
with the help of Venezia’s six points
won the second quarter, 11-7, but
freshman guard Jenna Goeller man-

aged to hit the first of the Cougars’ 3-
pointers.

Throughout the game, Webb, who
had eight rebounds and three assists,
successfully read the Blue Devils’
offensive intentions and made five
steals.

“Their team depended on one
player, Number 15 (Venezia), so it
was easier for me to steal the ball
when the ball was going to her,” Webb
said.

“Jamie plays with 100 percent heart,
and she knows what needs to be done
to get our team back into the flow,”
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STICKING CLOSE TO A DEVIL ON DEFENSE…Cougar Taylor D’Antico, No. 23, sticks close to Blue Devil Katie Ponce,
No. 2. Cranford pulled out a 46-40 win in Westfield on January 12.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING OVER HIS OPPONENT…Cougar JP Christiano, top, works a stretch hammer lock on Highlander Steve
Shuanberg in his 160-lb bout. Christiano claimed a 6-1 decision.

FREE
WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST TIME GUEST

Women: Free Bikini Line, Eye Brow, or Under Arm
Men: Free Eye Brow, Ear, or Nose

TRY US OUT
FOR FREETODAY!

No purchase necessary, first time guest,
must be local state resident.

CALL NOW TO MAKE
YOUR RESERVATION!

European Wax Center - Garwood
520 North Ave • Garwood, NJ 07027

(Across from ShopRite, Next to Massage Envy)

908.789.1515
www.waxcenter.com

Probitas Verus Honos

tooth�whitening������cosmetic�bonding�
tooth�colored�mercury-free�fillings�
children’s�dentistry������fluoride������sealants�
preventive�care������cleanings�
implants�and�gum�therapy�by�our�specialist�
one�visit�root�canals�by�our�specialist�
extractions������emergency�&�trauma�services�

Complimentary�
Exam�and�Digital�

X-Rays�
(A�$295�Value)�
Present�Ad�������Exp.�3/10�WL�

DENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILYDENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILYDENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILYDENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY    

567 PARK AVE. SCOTCH PLAINS ���� DR. ROBERT V. SCALERA, JR. 

DAY AND EVENING APPOINTMENTS ���� MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

INTEREST-FREE FINANCING ���� VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, & AMEX 

DENTURES AND SAME DENTURES AND SAME DENTURES AND SAME DENTURES AND SAME DAY REPAIRSDAY REPAIRSDAY REPAIRSDAY REPAIRS    

full�and�partial�dentures�
flexible�partials�

implant�overdentures�
emergency�denture�replacement�

1�hour�repairs������3�hour�lab�relines�
laboratory�on�premises�

all�repairs�schedule�permitting�

Ask aboutAsk aboutAsk aboutAsk about    Implant Implant Implant Implant 

supported denturesupported denturesupported denturesupported denturessss    

for mfor mfor mfor maximum comfortaximum comfortaximum comfortaximum comfort    

Upper�and�Lower�
Dentures�

Save�$600�
(reg.�$3700-$3900)�

Present�ad�������Exp.�3/10�WL�

908-322-7800�


