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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Health Plan: ‘Great for Unions,
But What About Everyone Else?’

Westfield Armory 102 CAV Family
Readiness Group Salutes You!

Marriage Straddles Religious and
Secular Realms

We would like to thank all the out-
standing citizens and businesses of
Westfield and the surrounding towns for
their unyielding support of our soldiers.

Right before Christmas, two of our
soldiers based at the Westfield Armory
were involved in a fire. Their home and
all their belongings were burned to the
ground. We put a plea in The Westfield
Leader, and within 24-48 hours the sol-
diers had almost everything they needed
to get back on their feet again, through
donations. We could not have done this
without the support of our wonderful com-
munities.

We, and the soldiers, can’t thank you
enough for all you have done and con-
tinue to do to serve those that so selflessly
serve us.

If you would like to learn more about
the volunteer Family Readiness Group
(FRG) of the 102 CAV and what we are
doing to continue ongoing assistance for
all our soldiers, please contact us at
102.cav.frg@gmail.com. Thank you!

Happy New Year!

Danielle Bracco,
Amy Lovato, Westfield

102 CAV FRG Co-Leaders

I appreciate Alex Pugliese’s letter on
leaving same-sex marriage solely to the
religious authorities, for what it reveals: a
yearning for a simple answer to unsettling
social change. However, the proposal for
government to abandon its place in the
institution of marriage is not a simple
solution. Marriage is an institution that
straddles the religious and secular realms,
such that both government and religious
officials are empowered to marry couples
and the resulting union is equally legal no
matter who consecrated it. We are a coun-
try of many varied religions with differing
social values, and so it is easy to imagine
that Alex Pugliese’s proposal would be the
surest path to legal same-sex marriages,

with certain churches catering to the desire
of same-sex couples to be married.

Authentic American conservatives
should be on the side of same-sex mar-
riage, for it clearly is an extension of
individual liberty that is the core value of
the American political experience.
Whether the social conservative likes it or
not, we are a society based on law and we
are moving steadily, if slowly, to ensure
that individual liberty is respected
throughout all our laws and institutions.
So, it is just a matter of time before same-
sex marriage is fully legal throughout our
country.

Lee McDonald
Westfield

The ObamaCare plan, even though it
imposes lots of new taxes, is not deficit
neutral as is claimed by some of our
politicians. Worse yet, the bill plants in
our tax laws the seeds of distinctions
based on political party affiliation. The
bill sets out a 10-year plan. Under the bill,
most of the new taxes are imposed imme-
diately, continuing for the entire 10 years.
Benefits under the bill start after the fourth
year. So, the bill has 10 years of revenue
and six years of expenses. (If in a year you
got to collect your salary for the entire
year, but had to pay your mortgage or rent
and other bills only for April through
December, that would be great, wouldn’t
it? That’s the way this bill works.) So, this
is why the Congressional Budget Office
and the politicians can claim the bill not
only doesn’t increase the deficit, it actu-
ally makes money. Well, sure it does! It
has 10 years of money coming in and only
six years of money going out, but what
about the next 10 years?

One of the taxes they want to impose is
a 40-percent tax on health insurance plans
worth more than $24,000 a year. The idea
was originally floated as a way to penal-
ize rich bankers at Goldman Sachs. How-
ever, since our professional politicians
don’t understand business, they didn’t
appreciate that there are a lot of people
out here who have good health insurance
plans because they have accepted those
plans in exchange for a lower cash salary.
Unfortunately, for Congress and the ad-
ministration, a big chunk of union mem-
bers fall into this group. And unions have
political clout with the Democrat party.

The unions objected. Still, the politi-
cians didn’t get the point until they were
hit over the head. In the private meetings

at the White House, they’ve agreed that
union members won’t have to pay this tax
until 10 years after the bill goes into
effect. Great for union members! But
what about everyone else? Too bad.

So, on our tax returns there will be a
new line item: State the value of your
healthcare insurance provided by your
employer. If the amount is above $24,000,
enter 40 percent of the total amount and
add it to your total tax. If you are a
member of a union, enter zero and go to
the next line.

Our income-tax system relies on people
to report their income and pay their taxes.
People believe the tax system is funda-
mentally fair. Sure, many high-income
workers have real issues with progressive
tax rates. But at least all high-income
workers are in the same boat.

But, with this exemption given to a
union, that’s something very different.
Economic circumstances are not driving
the distinction between who will pay the
tax and who won’t. Some will pay less
income tax than you solely because he is
in a union. Why does the ObamCare plan
work like this? Because unions have po-
litical clout and you don’t. The fact that it
is unfair to a majority of the people in this
country doesn’t matter to the politicians.

The fundamental unfairness of this
exemption likely will start to get many
people to think that they ought not to
comply with the tax laws. It will also
cause people to think that their govern-
ment unfairly plays favorites and no longer
functions properly and needs to be over-
hauled. Those are not good results for
anyone, union member or not.

Richard Fortunato
Scotch Plains

With Each New Governor,
Hope Is Aroused

On Tuesday, Chris Christie became Governor of New
Jersey and the public said goodbye to former Governor
Jon Corzine. We have hope as Governor Christie faces
enormous challenges that he can help solve our
government’s problems. We stand behind our new gov-
ernor in what we anticipate to be a long and grinding
recovery.

In December 2005, we had hopes for Mr. Corzine too.
Our hopes did not come to pass. Governor Corzine did
not leave office with many bouquets of roses.

We wrote of the challenges back then. Has much
changed?

December 8, 2005, editorial, “Should Governments,
Boards and Counties Be Merged in Our State?”

New Jersey government entities borrowed enormous
sums of money to contend with operating budget appe-
tites, under-funded pensions, enlarged salaries and ben-
efit commitments and failed school construction initia-
tives. This has occurred to such an extent that debt cannot
be expanded to deal with these issues as prohibited by the
State Constitution and as ordered by the State Supreme
Court.

Arguably, Wall Street imposes more practical limits
on government borrowing by setting the bond ratings.
New Jersey crossed over the line a year or so ago and the
bond rating was clobbered.

Acting Governor Richard Codey brought it back under
the threshold, and the bond rating has since been stabi-
lized.

Every means thought of and possible to date for
increasing revenues, from gambling to traffic fines, has
been tapped.

Our new Governor Jon Corzine will have his hands full
dealing with this legacy and meeting his campaign
promises.

How will this be dealt with? Unfortunately, the old
standby method seems to be the only alternative –
increasing property taxes. There are basically no con-
trols on this hated, but readily accessible, form of taxa-
tion in New Jersey.

Calls for a property-tax convention have failed after
much rhetoric. In fact, it never was a serious effort from
the start because all talk was limited to only about how
to tax, not coupled with how to bridle expenditures and
debt.

A new discussion is on the horizon now. The Summit
Common Council and the Change County Government
Steering Committee will co-sponsor an educational fo-
rum entitled, “The Millburn and Summit Studies on
County Government.” This forum, the third of four
offered at various locations in Union and Essex County,
will take place at the Summit City Hall Building, 512
Springfield Avenue, Summit, in the Council Chambers
from 7:30 to 9 p.m. on Thursday, December 15, 2005.
The featured speakers will be Millburn’s Mayor Tom
McDermott and Summit Councilwoman P. Kelly
Hatfield. The forum is free and open to the general
public.

Last week, a steering committee looking into either
abolishing or reducing the size of county government
held a meeting in Cedar Grove. It featured a Massachu-
setts state senator who helped in reducing the number of
county governments in his home state from 14 to five.

There is a big difference between New Jersey and
Massachusetts. Massachusetts’ counties were facing fis-

cal emergencies when they were chopped.
Also, the state assumed control of much of the opera-

tions handled by the county; i.e., county hospitals and the
courts. Despite Massachusetts’ action, the county por-
tion of property taxes was not reduced, although tax
increases leveled off.

New Jersey has 21 counties, 566 municipal govern-
ments and 603 school boards, not to mention numerous
authorities, agencies and organizations, which all have a
stake in how government spends, how money is bor-
rowed and how taxes are imposed.

Would merging services reduce property taxes? How
would the various government unions react to such a
move? Should the county jails be under state control?
Should the prosecutors be in the state budget? Should
municipalities assume control over maintenance of county
roads in their jurisdiction? Does it make sense to have 21
municipal tax assessors or should the county assume this
responsibility? Is there merit to merging school districts
to save money on administrative costs? Massachusetts’
voters approved a proposition to limit county budget
increases to 2.5 percent annually. Would such a restric-
tion work in New Jersey? What about outstanding bonded
debt? Neighboring Essex County is approaching $100
million in debt.

According to Summit Councilwoman Kelly Hatfield,
county government in New Jersey costs taxpayers $6
billion annually. But would shifting county operations to
the state and towns actually save taxpayers money? Or is
this simply shifting county government from the prop-
erty tax to the state income tax? We encourage the
Change County Government Steering Committee to
continue their efforts with more of a focus on projected
cost savings and not simply a shift in responsibilities.

It seems easy to pick on the county, but there appears
to be the need for county government to bridge the gap
between the state and towns. The question now is what
should that role be? There are many other questions such
as why does government spend more than it has? –
“Because they can?” Some think spending more than
one has is progressive and good policy – well, maybe, at
times.

For the property taxpayer at the end of the line that is
forced to pay the bill, it’s beyond mounting frustration
for many. Too many are feeding out of the trough fed by
the bleeding stream of this open wallet.

We don’t see property tax conventions or forums on
county government having much of a chance to be
effective, although we heartedly encourage the dialogue.
The issues are too complex and the interest groups are
too deeply entrenched.

Even well meaning elected officials admit they have
little control.

Since it’s all about money – your money – radical
simplicity may be the only solution. Perhaps – limit the
allowable amount of property tax, period. Put it all in a
pot and force the special interest groups to fight it out
amongst themselves for their slice. If someone wants a
bigger slice, they will have to take it from someone else
– not you. This may cause corruption and fraud to
implode in a self-policing manner.

This may help you from being taxed out of your home.
But, it will do little about “eminent domain” – the other
battle being raged and coming over the horizon.

How did we get ourselves into this, anyway?”

Mountainside Joins
Haitian Relief Effort
The Watts Foundation announced that

for every $2 contributed by residents of
Mountainside to the Haitian Relief effort,
it would add $1 up to a total of $16,667,
which would make a total relief contribu-
tion of $50,000 for the community.

Contributions should be made to the
Watts Mountainside Community Foun-
dation and sent to P.O. Box 2038,
Westfield, N.J. 07091. The money will
then be forwarded to the following three
organizations: American Red Cross, Doc-
tors Without Borders and Partners in
Health.

Contributors may pick which one of
the charities they wish to benefit. Any
unspecified contributions will be divided
equally among the three.

Although a grant of this nature does not
fit into the general guidelines of the Watts
Foundation, members of the board noted,
“Extraordinary events call for extraordi-
nary action.” Any questions, please call
(908) 232-2244.

Thomas Phelan
Mountainside

Morning Star To Help
Families in Haiti

Morning Star Community Christian
Center located at 1009 Chandler Avenue
in Linden is gearing up to help the fami-
lies in need who were affected by the
tragedy in Haiti.

“A significant number of Morning Star
members are of Haitian descent and have
large numbers of immediate and extended
family that live in the affected area and
we must do our part to help,” said Therman
Evans. “We hope people in the commu-
nity will step up to help us in this coordi-
nated effort.”

For more information about donating,
call (908) 925-7979 or visit the church’s
website at morningstarccc.org.

Haitian Relief

Union Haiti Relief
Seeks Donor Help

We are collecting medical supplies for
the victims of Haiti. We are working with
the United Way and The Red Cross. If
you can give a case or just a box, it will be
appreciated.

Items sought are: Boxes of gloves (regu-
lar and latex free), IV Solutions, oxygen
masks, sterile water and saline, oxygen
tubing, Band-Aids, IV starting supplies
tubing, glucometers, alcohol wipes, glu-
cose testing strips, gowns, sanitary nap-
kins, drapes, cotton gauze, Ace wraps,
masks, dressing supplies, walkers,
crutches, insulin, syringes, wheel chairs
lab coats, scrubs, sheets, towels, unopened
sample medications and sutures.

Please drop off any of the supplies to
the Ambulatory Surgical Center located
at 950 West Chestnut Street, Union, N.J.
07083 (Route 22, 78 and the Garden State
Parkway). We are accepting donations
Monday through Friday from 6 am. to 5
pm. If you are unable to drop off your
supplies, Integrated Health will pick them
up. Please call to set up a time. We, the
physicians, nurses and staff of the Ambu-
latory Surgical Center of Union Integrated
Health Industries thank you for your sup-
port.  For more information, contact Marcy
Sasso, director of Operations:
msasso@ascunion.com,  call (908) 688-
2700 or fax (908) 688-7424.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Melliferous – Producing honey
2. Crotalidae – The pit vipers
3. Taniwha – A dragonlike beast in

Maori legend
4. Threap – To insist or quarrel

RIF
1. To dismiss from employment
2. A small brook
3. Active; vigorous
4. To defile

THEBAISM
1. Deception; sleight of hand
2. The habitual use of opium
3. Devotion to the greedy pursuit of

riches
4. Hospitality

THEROID
1. Like an animal or beast
2. Rust-colored
3. Pertaining to the earth
4. Having the shape of a funnel

JACAL
1. A fool or imbecile
2. A hut built of logs and daubed with

mud
3. A nickname
4. A rabbit or hare

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

NJEA Brings Professional Negotiators;
School Boards Have Amateurs

In the January 14, 2010, edition of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, a letter
was printed by Craig Nowlin, who I be-
lieve is a past school board member. He
reminded us that the teachers’ contract is
almost finalized, and the board has not
heard any thing from the public about it.

Well, that may be true, but I don’t even
remember hearing that talks were under-
way. I must have missed it. Regardless,
he is very correct in that the school taxes
make up almost 70 percent of our prop-
erty taxes. I will accept his statement that
the teachers’ salary increases over the last
decade was 4.4 percent, but add that their
benefits must also be considered. He rec-
ommended that we voice our opinion.

Some of us are upset about further tax
increase – those who have lost their jobs
and those hoping to hang on to the ones
they have. How can we afford year-after-
year tax increases?

Is there anyone on the board that does
not know someone who is unemployed?
Look at the empty [Fanwood] train sta-
tion parking lot. In addition, all of us in
Scotch Plains received a first-time sewer
bill this past year. Are there lucky board
members insulated from this recession?

Year after year, I ask, “Where do we
get the money?” We have 69 employees
in the school system that make over
$100,000 a year and at least one that has
a compensation package in excess of
$200,000. Last year’s school property tax
increase was almost 4 percent. How many
taxpayers have received this amount of
raise from our employers?

Last year, the board presented out-of-
date facts from a national publication in
either a failure to confirm how current the
data was or an act to mislead some of us.
The board never addressed these inaccu-
racies. Do you really think that they care
about our financial situation?

Many of us are convinced that we know
the answer. The board will do whatever
they can to prove that their settlement
with the unions is a good deal and we
should thank them for all their work.
Make no mistake, we appreciate their
dedication, but how can we afford it?

We should not forget that we have debt
for such things as fields and there is talk
of increasing this further for solar power
installations. This is more money out of
our shrinking pockets.

I doubt the board cares since last year
only 17 percent [of registered] voters
came out to vote on the school budget
(Yes was 9.2 percent and No was 7.4
percent). Some called this a landslide.

With the election of Mr. Christie [as
governor] and appointment of Mr.
Schundler as education secretary, the en-
vironment for giving into the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA) on the
state level has changed, but some believe
that the towns will be targeted. I doubt
that our leadership will be able to defend
against their pressure. Some in the media

support my view. To handle the agree-
ments, the NJEA brings out professional
negotiators, while school boards only have
well-intentioned amateurs who have re-
strictions imposed on them.

Mr. Nowlin, since you have an in with
the board, feel free to send this letter to
them. I am not going to waste my time,
since it will be ignored.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

LD-20 Forms
Haiti Support

“New Jersey for Haiti” is a collection
of agencies, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and citizens dedicated to provid-
ing relief and assistance to the victims of
this disaster in Haiti.

Assemblywoman Annette Quijano
stated, “The key issue right now is ensur-
ing that the donations get to the victims in
Haiti as quickly as possible. The main
goal is to get various groups together to
form one significant relief movement
throughout the State of New Jersey, which
will be more effective than numerous
small groups.”

The group has partnered with United
Way of Greater Union County. Haitians
are the largest foreign group in New Jer-
sey. Senator Ray Lesniak said, “Eliza-
beth, the epicenter of the Haitian commu-
nity of New Jersey, will continue, not for
years, but for decades...”

For more information, see nj4haiti.org
and uwguc.org or call (908) 629-0041.

Town Employees
Volunteer 10% Pay Cut

The Westfield Leader Archives
January 18, 1933


