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Lance Tells Constituents
How to Help Quake Victims
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.

Leonard Lance (R-7th) has issued the
following statement regarding the
devastating earthquake that struck
Haiti on January 12.

“My thoughts and prayers are with
the citizens of Haiti, Haitian-
Americans, those who have been
injured or killed, as well as the missing
persons from all over the globe who
have been caught in this horrific
earthquake, including people from
New Jersey.

“It is my hope that the international
community will work together to
provide swift and efficient search and
rescue efforts, disaster relief and
humanitarian assistance to all of those
who have been affected. Nations
around the world must also combine
resources and cooperate to help Haiti

recover from such a catastrophic
event,” the Congressman said.

Anyone who may have missing
family members to report or would
like to offer assistance to the recovery
effort is asked to visit Mr. Lance’s
website at lance.house.gov for more
information.

Help is available by contacting the
State Department: Families can call
the Bureau of Consular Affairs
Overseas Citizens Services at (888)
407-4747 to report missing family
members. Also, families can register
with Mr. Lance’s office. Constituents
can call the district offices in Westfield
at (908) 518-7733 or Flemington at
(908) 788-6900 to initiate a case for
assistance. The office will need the
name, address and total number of
people in the household to reach out
to the Unires States State Department
for assistance.

Anyone wishing to donate or provide
assistance to Haiti should contact the
Center for International Disaster
Information (CIDI). CIDI has
established a dedicated page to
coordinate Haiti support at cidi.org/
incident/haiti-10a. To make a
contribution to the disaster relief efforts,
those wishing to help can go online to
organizations like the Salvation Army,
the Red Cross and Mercy Corps.

DeCroce, Bramnick Rip
$120 Mil. Aid to Cities

TRENTON — Assembly Republi-
can Leader Alex DeCroce and Repub-
lican Conference Leader Jon Bramnick
have criticized a decision last week by
the state’s Local Finance Board to
disburse more than $120 million in
special aid to five cities. The board’s
decision was made despite a $1 billion
hole in the state’s current budget and a
projected $10 billion gap in the Fiscal
Year 2011 budget.

“I believe Governor Corzine is per-
sonally responsible for [last week’s]
award by the board,” Mr. DeCroce
said. “Contrary to the message he de-
livered at yesterday’s State-of-the-
State Address, it is decisions like this
that have put New Jersey on the verge
of bankruptcy. It is astounding that
funds can be doled out without regard
for our financial condition, but reck-
less spending is something that has
symbolized the Corzine Administra-
tion.”

“Gov.-elect Christie specifically
requested that all discretionary grants,
including Special Municipal Aid, be
placed in reserve until he completes
an assessment of how to fix our enor-
mous deficit,” Mr. DeCroce said. “It
is pretty clear what motivated the
board to spend these funds at this
time. All of New Jersey’s taxpayers
are hurting.”

He said the board’s “business-as-

usual” approach is “a problem that
has plagued New Jersey for years.”

Both legislators were also critical
of a decision by the Joint Budget
Oversight Committee to transfer $44
million into the special aid program.
They said the funds were earmarked
as part of the identified savings to
shore up the $1 billion shortfall in the
current budget.

Mr. DeCroce and Mr. Bramnick
said there are still no written rules or
regulations governing the Special
Municipal Aid Program despite such
requirements by the Administrative
Procedure Act. They said the auditing
of the cities receiving such aid by the
same department charged with run-
ning the program runs afoul of sound
accounting practices.

“I don’t see how the Local Finance
Board could even consider allocating
these funds when the state faces such
a dire fiscal situation,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “There are also too many ques-
tionable practices taking place in
awarding and monitoring these funds.
The state comptroller should be au-
diting this program.”

“Why do the same cities continue to
receive the lion’s share of assistance
while many are left out in the cold? It
is time for the cloak and dagger ap-
proach used in disbursing these funds
to end,” Mr. Bramnick said.
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Munoz Pedestrian
Safety Bill Advances
TRENTON — Legislation spon-

sored by Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz (LD-21, Summit), that in-
creases penalties to drivers who fail
to yield to a pedestrian when such a
failure results in serious injury, re-
ceived unanimous approval in the
General Assembly. The bipartisan
measure had moved to Governor Jon
Corzine’s office for his signature. Mr.
Corzine was reviewing bills on Mon-
day, his last full day in office.

“There are many instances where a
driver’s lack of attention or familiar-
ity with the law results in serious
injury to an innocent pedestrian,” Asw.
Munoz said. “Too often someone
behind the wheel is distracted be-
cause they are using a cell phone or
another electronic device. As a result,
many people take their life in their
hands when accessing a crosswalk.
The objective of this legislation is to
heighten a driver’s awareness that
their focus must be on the road.”

Under Asw. Munoz’ bill (A-1728/
S-2479), a court may impose a fine on
a driver found guilty of causing seri-
ous bodily injury to a pedestrian of
not less than $100 and up to a maxi-
mum of $500. Additionally, such an
offense could result in a sentence of
25 days in prison or a six-month sus-
pension of one’s license.

“According to the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Highway Traffic Safety, our
state experienced 130 pedestrian fa-
talities through October 2009,” Mrs.
Munoz said. “Safety on our roads in-
cludes both drivers and pedestrians.

“This legislation is a wake-up call
to pay closer attention when getting
behind the wheel,” Mrs. Munoz said.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie Releases Names of
Governor’s Office Staff

Governor Chris Christie has an-
nounced  his senior staff team . These
key positions follow the December 3
announcement of Rich Bagger as
chief of staff, Bill Stepien as deputy
chief of staff, Jeff Chiesa as chief
counsel and Kevin O’Dowd as deputy
chief counsel.

Other key staff include: Maria
Comella, deputy chief of staff for com-
munications; Wayne Hasenbalg, deputy
chief of staff for policy and planning;
Lou Goetting, cabinet secretary; Rose-
mary Iannacone, director of operations;
Michele Brown, appointments counsel,
and Deborah Gramiccioni, director of
the authorities unit.

During the fall campaign, it was
revealed that Ms. Brown, a close
friend of Mr. Christie’s, had received
a $46,000 loan from Mr. Christie
while he was U.S. Attorney and while
she was a prosecutor in the office.
Mr.  Christie had failed to pay taxes
on the loan income and file it on
financial disclosure forms, accord-
ing to politickernj.com.

Christie Appoints Eristoff as
Treasurer, Martin DEP Head
Governor Chris Christie has nomi-

nated Andrew Eristoff, the former
New York State tax commissioner
under Governor George Pataki, as
New Jersey state treasurer. Mr.
Eristoff served as GOP chairman in
Manhattan and as member of the
New York City Council.

Mr. Christie named Bob Martin as
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) commissioner. Mr.
Martin is a partner with Accenture
LLP, a business and technology con-
sulting firm that employs 140,000.

Robert Grady, former chief of staff
to the late U.S. Representative
Millicent Fenwick  and communica-
tions director for former Governor
Thomas H. Kean, was named chair-
man of the Council of Economic
Advisors. Alfred Koeppe, former
president and chief executive officer
for PSE&G, will serve as chairman
of the New Jersey Economic Devel-
opment Authority.

Governor  Christie also reappointed
both Jennifer Velez of Summit as
commissioner of the Department of
Human Services (DHS) and Major
General Glenn Rieth as the Adjutant
General of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Military and Veterans Af-
fairs. He  also announced the ap-

pointment of Tom Considine, a Met-
Life vice-president, as commissioner
of the New Jersey Department of
Banking and Insurance (DOBI).

Ms. Velez was nominated to the
post by Governor Jon Corzine in Feb-
ruary 2007, and was confirmed and
sworn in on June 21, 2007.

Sweeney Serves as Acting
Governor for Last Time

Democrat Stephen Sweeney (LD-3,
West Deptford), the new senate major-
ity in Trenton, took over last week as
acting governor while Governor Jon
Corzine was in Switzerland. The tradi-
tion of senate presidents serving as
acting governor was abolished on Tues-
day with the swearing in of Kim
Guadagno as the state’s first lieutenant
governor. Unless both Governor Chris
Christie and Lt. Gov. Guadagno are out
of state at the same time, the senate
president will not serve in that role.

Three New GOP Members
Join State Assembly

Republicans Anthony M. Bucco
(LD-25, Booton), Domenick
DiCicco, (LD-4, Franklin Township),
and Robert Schroeder (LD-39, Wash-
ington Twp.) have joined the state
Assembly following their successful
elections in November.

Connors Not A Candidate In
Third Congressional Dist.

Chris Connors (LD-9) said he would
not be a candidate for the third Congres-
sional District. A Republican, his an-
nouncement is in response to numerous
inquiries made of his legislative office
by constituents. The third congressional
district is currently held by freshman
Rep. John Adler, a Democrat, after Re-
publican Rep. James Saxton retired.
Dodd Will Not Seek Sixth Term

In United States Senate
United States Senator Chris Dodd,

65, (D-Conn.) has announced he
will not seek re-election to a sixth
term, according to the Associated
Press. The senator is the current
chairman of the Senate Banking
Committee. The state’s attorney
general, Richard Blumenthal, 63,
announced that he would seek the
Democratic Party’s nomination to
replace Mr. Dodd.

Mr. Blumenthal has been attorney
general since 1990, and previously
served in the state legislature from
1984 to 1990.

Also said not to be seeking another
term is Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.)
and six Republican senators.

Measure Would Hike
Transportation Funding

TRENTON – The General Assembly
has passed legislation to increase fund-
ing for senior transportation programs.

The measure, A-2046, would in-
crease the annual appropriation for
The Senior Citizen and Disabled Resi-
dent Transportation Program from 7.5
percent to 8.5 percent of the revenue
deposited in the Casino Revenue Fund.
According to lawmakers, increasing
funding 1 percent would more easily
allow the transportation programs
currently in place to absorb the costs
of 2008’s summer gas price spike and
insulate programs against continually
fluctuating fuel costs, while neither
curtailing existing service nor impact-
ing other programs funded through
the Casino Revenue Fund.

The Senior Citizen and Disabled
Resident Transportation Program as-
sists counties in developing and pro-
viding access to fixed-route trans-
portation services, where available,
and creating local transit services
where they are not available.

“Redirecting this small percentage

of funding will ensure New Jersey’s
seniors can continue to access essential
transportation services. It is worth do-
ing to protect against volatility in the
energy market,” said Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood), one
of the sponsors of the legislation.

The Assembly passed the measure
by a vote of 73–2 with two abstentions.

Christie Names Law
Div., Authorities Heads

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie  appointed Robert Hanna of
Madison  as director of the Division of
Law in the Attorney General’s (AG)
office under Paula Dow, the attorney
general designee. Mr. Hanna is cur-
rently director of the Newark law firm,
Gibbons PC, and previously served as
an assistant U.S. attorney for 16 years.
Stephen Taylor will serve as director
of criminal justice in the AG’s office.
Deborah Gramiccioni of Monmouth
County will serve as director of the
authorities unit.

Corzine Signs Med.
Marijuana Bill

TRENTON — New Jersey has be-
come the 14th state – and the first in
the region – to approve the use of
marijuana for medical use by chroni-
cally ill patients.

Outgoing Governor Jon Corzine
signed the law in the weaning hours of
his administration on Tuesday.

The legislation was sponsored by
Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Linden).

“New Jersey has a demonstrated
record of being tough on illegal drug
use and the underground drug trade,”
Mr. Scutari said. “However, when it
comes to medical marijuana, we’re
not talking about hardened criminals,
but individuals looking for some small
bit of relief from chronic pain and
debilitating illness. New Jersey has
no interest in treating these folks like
drug kingpins, and should provide
legal access to medical marijuana for
New Jerseyans who need it.”

Calvina Fay, executive director of
Save Our Society From Drugs
(S.O.S.), opposed to legalizing medi-
cal marijuana, said, “There is nothing
stopping a convicted drug felon from
opening up a business in your neigh-
borhood and profiting.”
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UNDERSTANDING
SOCIAL SECURITY
Wells Fargo Advisors
invites you to an evening
of discussion about
Social Security
Hosted by: Stewart A. Ritter

Senior Vice President / Investments

Presented by: Jack Root, Regional Vice President
Prudential Annuities

Topics Addressed: * Social security benefit options
* Spousal and survivor benefits
* Taxation of benefits
* Maximization strategies

Date: Tuesday, February 9, 2010
Time: 7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.
Location: The Westwood

438 North Ave.
Garwood, NJ 07027

Please RSVP to: Stewart A. Ritter
Senior Vice President – Investments
908-789-7802 • stewart.ritter@wfadvisors.com

The seminar is educational in nature and no specific Prudential products will be discussed. This event is
sponsored and financially supported by Prudential Annuities. The views expressed at the seminar are those of
Jack Root, Prudential Financial, and do not necessarily reflect the views of Wells Fargo Advisors or its affiliates.
Wells Fargo Advisors is not a legal or tax advisor. Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered
broker-dealer and separate nonbank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company. ©2009 Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC 1009-
0353 [81545-v1] 10/09
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Westfield, NJ 07090
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Senior Citizens / Section 8 Housing

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing

Westfield Senior Citizens Housing is currently accepting waiting list 
applications.  Our studio, 1 and 2 bedroom apartments are subsidized 
through the Section 8 Program of the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and are subject to the 
following federal eligibility requirements:

1. Applicants must be 62 years of age, or older.
2. Applicant's maximum annual income:

                        $ 44,800    Individual
                        $ 51,200      Couple

Waiting list applications will be available weekdays at Westfield Senior 
Citizens Housing at the address listed below from January 25th, 2010
through February 19th, 2010 (10AM to 4PM), or may be obtained, by 
mail,  by calling (908) 233-5898.

             Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Corporation
                             1133 Boynton Avenue
                       Westfield, New Jersey   07090
                                  (908) 233-5898

                   www.westfieldseniorhousing.com

Applications must be received by 5:00pm, Friday, Feb 19th, 2010

          SMOKE FREE BUILDING


