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Choral Art Society of NJ
Introduces Public to Paine

Saturday, January 23, 2010 – 8 pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield 

(Corner of Mountain Avenue and Broad Street)

CAS Chorus and Orchestra

$20/$15 Students or Seniors I  Tickets Available at the Door
For Information Call: 908-654-5737 I  Wheelchair Accessible

Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts, Department of State, a partner agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.NJ State Council on the Arts

AN AMERICAN COMPOSER

SOLOISTS
Tenor: Kurt Alakulppi
Bass: Andrew Martens

Soprano: Ellen Goff Entriken
Alto: Sharon Byrne

WESTFIELD – Music lovers will
have an unusual opportunity to hear
the Mass in D by John Knowles
Paine on Saturday, January 23. Led
by Music Director James Little, the
Choral Art Society of New Jersey
will perform the work with orches-
tra and soloists at
8 p.m. at The Pres-
byterian Church in
Westfield.

Many devotees
of choral music
have not heard of
Paine. Yet, this late
19th century
( 1 8 3 9 - 1 9 0 6 )
A m e r i c a n
composer’s Mass
is highly appeal-
ing, with its beau-
tiful melodies,
surging rhythms,
many moving pas-
sages and arrest-
ing fugues.

After studying
organ, piano, har-
mony, and compo-
sition in his native
Portland, Me.,
Paine left for Ber-
lin in 1858 when
he was 19. There, he studied organ
and orchestration with Bach enthu-
siast Karl August Haupt and gave
organ and piano recitals in England
and Germany, where he received
special acclaim for performances of
Bach’s organ works.

Paine began writing his 18-move-
ment Mass while in Germany but did
not complete it until after his return
to the United States in 1861. He
conducted the premiere of the work
in February 1867 in Berlin, the first
performance in Europe of a large
work by an American composer.

In the spring of that year, the Mass
received its first American public
performance in Boston. An Atlantic
Monthly critic described it as “a work
of considerable power and great for-
mal beauty” in which “command
over musical form was at once evi-
dent.”

The work’s subsequent perfor-
mance history is unknown until 1972,
when composer/conductor Gunther
Schuller led a performance at the
New England Conservatory.

Performing as soloists are Andrew
Martens, Kurt Alakulppi and Ellen
Goff Entriken and Sharon Byrne.

Lyric tenor Mr. Alakulppi made
his Carnegie Hall debut singing
Schubert’s Mass in G with the New
England Symphonic Ensemble and
his Lincoln Center debut as Eduardo
in Rossini’s La Cambiale Di Matri-
monio at Alice Tully Hall.

Ms. Entriken, soprano, was born
in Brooklyn, and grew up on Long
Island, N.Y. She studied at the Franz
Schubert Institute in Baden bei Wien,

Austria, on full sponsorship, where
she was recipient of the Franz
Schubert Prize for Voice and was
featured in a recital aired on Aus-
trian radio. She made her Carnegie
Hall debut as soprano soloist in the
New York premiere performance of

Handel’s Joshua
with the Oratorio
Society of New
York.

Mr. Martens,
bass, is a versatile
p e r f o r m e r ,
equally comfort-
able on both the
operatic and con-
cert stages. High-
lights of his career
include being a
part of Francesca
Zambello’s highly
acclaimed pro-
duction of The
Nose by
Shostakovich for
the Bard
S u m m e r s c a p e
festival and a re-
turn engagement
to sing the role of
Balthasar in the
U.S. premier of

Schumann’s Genoveva. Mr. Martens
made his Carnegie Hall debut sing-
ing Ramphis in Aida and Alvaro in
Verdi’s Alzira, both with New York
Grand Opera.

Ms. Byrne, Mezzo-soprano, fre-
quently appears as a guest soloist
with several New Jersey musical or-
ganizations, including the Raritan
Community Choir, the Westminster
Conservatory Chorale and the Cho-
ral Art Society of New Jersey. Her
many solo performances include
Brahms’ Alto Rhapsody, as well as
Handel’s Messiah, Bach’s
Magnificat, Bach’s Mass in B-Mi-
nor, Bach’s St. John Passion,
Mendelssohn’s Elijah, Mozart’s Re-
quiem and Verdi’s Requiem.

Tickets to the Choral Art Society
performance, available at the door,
are $20 and $15 for seniors and stu-
dents.

Ellen Goff Entriken

‘Conscience’ Welcomes
Sinners and Saints Tour

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series continues
its 10th season by presenting Pat
Wictor and Toby Walker, “the Saints
and Sinners Tour,” at the First United
Methodist Church, located at 1 East
Broad Street (corner of North Av-
enue) in Westfield, on Saturday, Janu-
ary 16.

Mr. Wictor is a contemporary
songwriter, drawing on the rural coun-
try, gospel and blues traditions in the
United States.

Mr. Walker is an accomplished fin-
ger-style guitarist who is also adept at
ragtime and bottleneck. He draws
inspiration from the traditional and
contemporary blues, folk, ragtime and
country.

The Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series is a 10-show series run-
ning from September through June at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield and supports various local
charities, including Contact We Care
of Westfield and the Keith Knost Spe-
cial Needs Trust of Mountainside.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $19 online and $23 at the door.
Advance purchase of tickets is highly
recommended by going to
wictorwalker.eventbrite.com.

For more information, visit
coffeewithconscience.org, call (908)
412-9105 or e-mail ahrre@ahrre.com.
Volunteers are always appreciated.

Junior Musical Club To
Hold Auditions in February

NEW MEMBERS…The 2009-2010 new members of the Junior Musical Club,
pictured, from left to right, are: top row, Belle Lin, Evey Le, Anna Dugan and Kevin
Madison; front row, Bernard Lin, Alex Goldschmidt, Ben Chen, Jenny Amador,
Rebecca Diaz, Jahzeel Paguntalan, Chloe Baron and Joanne Li.

WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club, a division of The Musical
Club of Westfield, is a performing
group of 8th grade through high school
instrumentalists and vocalists from
Westfield and nearby communities
united by their love of music.

Club meetings are held once a
month throughout the year. Musi-
cians in the club perform for each
other during club meetings and join
with members of the Senior Club to
perform for special events such as
Festifall in Westfield.

Highlights this year include: the
Ensemble Concert on Saturday,
March 20, at 4 p.m., featuring all the
members of the Junior Musical Club
and a Senior Recital on Saturday,
June 12, at 4 p.m. by club members
about to go on to college. Both con-

certs are held at the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, and are free and open to
the public.

Auditions for membership in the
Junior Musical Club are open to indi-
viduals in grades 8 to 12 who are
studying music. Two pieces must be
performed for the audition – one piece
from the period up to and including
Beethoven, and another piece from
the Romantic or Modern period.

Audition dates are Sunday, Febru-
ary 7, at 6 p.m. at the home of Sue
Xiao, located at 574 Pierson Street in
Westfield, and Sunday, July 11, at 6
p.m. at the home of Beverly Thomson
Shea, located at 2121 Princeton Av-
enue in Scotch Plains.

To audition, or for more informa-
tion, contact Kevin Shi, vice-presi-
dent of Auditions, at (908) 656-1334
or e-mail
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

SOPAC Welcomes
Duncan Sheik

SOUTH ORANGE – The South
Orange Performing Arts Center
(SOPAC) will present Grammy and
Tony Award-winning singer and com-
poser Duncan Sheik on March 18 at 8
p.m.

After the release of his hit single
“Barely Breathing” from his epony-
mous debut album in 1996, Sheik cata-
pulted to the top of the charts. His
Broadway musical, Spring Awakening,
earned 11 Tony nominations and earned
critical acclaim, including The New
York Times, which declared that Broad-
way “…may never be the same.”

Sheik comes to SOPAC as part of the
company’s commitment to bring an
array of diverse and acclaimed artists to
the community. This Montclair native
will perform a collection of songs from
his latest work, Whisper House, which
Sheik has composed for a forthcoming
theatrical piece of the same title.

SOPAC is located at One SOPAC
Way. All artists and prices are subject to
change at the time of this release. For
more details on the upcoming season,
including a complete schedule and ticket
information, visit SOPACnow.org, or
contact the SOPAC Box Office at (973)
313-2787 (ARTS).

Mixed Media Reveals
Three Personal Narratives

CRANFORD – From Friday, Janu-
ary 22, through February 25, the group
exhibition, “It’s Personal” will be on
display in the Tomasulo Gallery in the
MacKay Library of the Cranford cam-
pus of Union County College.

The exhibition, curated by Tomasulo
Director Valeri Larko with an accom-
panying essay by Rocio Aranda-
Alvarado, associate curator of El Museo
del Barrio, consists of mixed-media
works by artists Dahlia Elsayed, Jenny
Krasner and Amy Wilson. All of the
artists in this show use their personal
lives/stories as inspiration for their art.

The exhibition, as described in the
essay by Ms. Aranda-Alvarado, is a
composite of “confessional whispers,
hidden longings, vague memories, in-
tellectual musings – all of these make
their appearance in the works of the
artists... All three artists use text and
personal narrative as the basis of their
potent, intelligent and witty works.”

For Ms. Elsayed, her works have
always been a combination of writing
and painting and have ranged from
book art to work on paper to large-scale
installation paintings. Image and text
create detailed, visual narratives of lo-
cation and experience.

In her artist statement, she said, “The
work draws on my surroundings, in-
formed by autobiography and environ-
ment, creating contemporary cartogra-
phies of memory, place and location.
My recent work explores the idea of
emotional landmarks.”

Ms. Krasner said her mixed-media
works combine the use of pen and ink,
handwritten short stories, digitally
scanned objects and photographs, found
and brought objects, oil and acrylic
paint, charcoal, pastel and gouache.

In her artist statement, she said, “The
daily theater that transpires around me
is so wrought with tragedy, irony, love
and passion, that creating art about my
own present circumstances and current
events is enough material to last me a
lifetime.”

Ms. Wilson works in watercolors
and uses the image of an industrious
little girl, sometimes many, in a single
drawing, to represent herself; there-
fore, many of her pieces can be consid-
ered a self-portrait.

She said that in her drawings she,
“plays with the tension between the
sweet images, pretty girls, simple pal-
ette, and the honest and fearless conver-

sations they have as a way to explore
the femininity and her internal life.”

The opening reception for this exhi-
bition will be held on Friday, January
22, from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Tomasulo
Gallery, on the college’s Cranford cam-
pus, located at 1033 Springfield Av-
enue.

Gallery hours are from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Mondays through Thursdays and from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. Evening
hours are from 6 to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays
through Thursdays. For more informa-
tion, call (908) 709-7155.

Where Dreams Take Center Stage

908-731-1377
www.pinedaconservatory.com

Grades 2-6
July 28 - July 30

Mon - Fri  8:30 -12:30

Daily dance, voice and 

acting training.

Show: Aladdin Jr. 

High School Advanced

Competitive Audition

Grades 6-9
July 28-July 30

Mon - Fri  8:30-12:30

Daily dance, voice and 

acting training.

Show: Broadway’s 13

Excellent training with a

large professional staff of 

Broadway and Opera

Artists!

July 28 - August 1

Mon - Fri  12:30 - 5:00

Advanced dance, voice, 

audition, and acting training.

Shows: Meet Me in St. Louis

Cabaret Night

AUDITION DATES:

Feb. 21, 28 

March 20 & 21

Call Now for an Appointment!

(908) 731-1377

ALL PROGRAMS HELD AT:

CDC THEATRE

78 Winans Ave

Cranford, NJ 
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WCP Presents ‘Pertinent
Comedy’ for 75th Birthday

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
75 YEARS AND GOING STRONG…Westfield Community Players’ season opener,
The Second Time Around, is a comedy by Henry Denker. Pictured, from left to right,
Renée Litwin of Scotch Plains, James Broderick, Nancy Lee Ryan and John
Schweska star in the comedy that runs weekends through Saturday, January 23.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players’ (WCP) celebration
of their 75th season is being kicked
off by a comedy, The Second Time
Around, by Henry Denker. For audi-
ence members, the trip down
memory’s path to the late 1960s sug-
gested a time period in which there
was a clear double standard of mo-
rality: the swinging free love of col-
lege-age kids and that of the mar-
ried, monogamous, older generation.

Denker’s play centers around
Laura Curtis (Nancy Lee Ryan), a
widow, and recent widower Samuel
Jonas (James Broderick), who strike
up a love affair. They rationalize that
they will live together instead of
marrying because her Social Secu-
rity benefits will be higher and she
will not be cut off from her husband’s
will, which stipulates she cannot re-
marry.

This coupling might not raise eye-
brows of concern in today’s world,
but for the adult children that each of
the duo brings to the new family
unit, it spells catastrophe.

A meeting in Samuel’s apartment
is the staging of the news bombshell
to be lobbed at the adult children.
Laura’s doting son, Michael, (John
Schweska) suffers from a spastic co-
lon, and Samuel’s daughter, Cynthia,
(Renee Litwin) is riddled with neuro-
ses, so the comedy hinges on the
reaction of these children and their
spouses to the “elderly twosome”
(who are a mere 65 years old).

The WCP playbill calls this play
“A Pertinent Comedy.” Some might
call it “dated,” with references to
ZaZa Gabor, Jimmy Carter, Masters
and Johnson Sex Clinic, and chess
great Bobby Fisher.

“What would the neighbors say?”
asks one of the adult children about

the affair in a line that clearly would
be answered today with “Get over
it.”

In Act II, the swinging grandson,
Bruce, (Travis A. Morgan) decked
out in his hippie vest and sporting
sideburns, ushers his gorgeous girl-
friend into his grandfather’s apart-
ment for an “afternoon delight.”

It’s then that the picture of double
standard comes into focus with all
the family members gathered to-
gether. “You’re my grandfather.
You’re supposed to set an example
for me,” he wails in the ironic twist.

Director Fred Cuozzo has as-
sembled a cast that serves the play
well. The four principals do a cred-
ible job with the one-dimensional
roles they have been handed.

Nancy Lee Ryan has a wickedly
delightful moment when her son yells
in exasperation, “You are this man’s
mistress!” and she grins to the audi-
ence, displaying her dimples and riv-
eting blue eyes.

Playing her lover, James Broderick
is teddy-bear adorable with his bliss
in not being lonely anymore.

John Schweska is quite funny as
he talks “man-to-man” with Samuel
but has to interrupt his discourse to
run to the bathroom. Renée Litwin,
from Scotch Plains, as Cynthia, is
not just angry at the proposed liaison
of her father and Laura, she is scary
angry.

Danielle Levitt, playing a support-
ing role as Eleanor, does a superb
job as the severe, controlling health-
food fanatic. With her dark hair
snaked back with not an errant wisp
in sight and a diabolical grin no
matter what line she is uttering to her
mother-in-law or her husband, one
can see why her husband Michael
would have colon problems.

The season opener runs weekends
through Saturday, January 23.

Rehearsals Begin
For Oratorio Society
AREA – The Oratorio Society of

New Jersey’s Spring Concert, with
professional soloists and orchestra,
will feature two short operas,
Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas as well
as Gilbert and Sullivan’s Trial by
Jury.

The date of the concert is March
27, and rehearsals began January 12,
at Cedar Grove High School at 7:30
p.m. Scores will be available. Sub-
sequent rehearsals begin at 8 p.m.

For further information, log on to
oratorionsocietynj.org or call (973)
783-3837.

UCPAC Presents
Best of NJ Film Festival
RAHWAY – The Union County Per-

forming Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway will host an evening of the
“Best of the Garden State Film Festival
– Short Films” on Saturday, January 16,
at 7:30 p.m.

This two-hour evening will include
the following creative short films:
Snowtime, New Boy, The Heart Is A
Hidden Camera, The Reader, Vagabond
Shoes, Mutt, The Kiddush Man, The
Wednesdays, Highlights and Final Sale.

The artistic philosophy of the Garden
State Film Festival is rooted in the cel-
ebration of the independent film genre
and the creation of a forum in which
local and other independent filmmakers
can exhibit their works. This event will
be presented in the UCPAC Studio The-
atre.

For tickets or more information, call
the box office at (732) 499-8226 or visit
ucpac.org.


