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Kids ‘n’ Arts Helps
Children Express Talents

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) Kids
‘n’ Arts program, a weekly two-hour
drop-off class for children ages 3 to 5,
continues its introduction to the cre-
ative and performing arts when the
new session begins on February 16
and 18.

Kids ‘n’ Arts
(KNA) gives area
children a unique
introduction to
art, music and
drama while sur-
rounding them
with a safe, com-
fortable and cre-
ative environ-
ment. The curricu-
lum, designed
specifically for
this age group, en-
courages them to express their natu-
ral talents with such themes as “Dis-
covery of Self,” “Discovery of Oth-
ers,” or “Discovery of the World.”

Pre-schoolers listen to the music of
Mozart while they create arts and crafts
using a variety of mediums during the
art segment of the program. In music,
the group learns about rhythm and
pitch, using their voices and percus-
sion and tonal instruments.

They are also introduced to various
instrumental instruction throughout
the year. During the drama segment,
the children express themselves
through acting, theater games, cre-
ative movement, dance, puppetry and
pantomime.

The staff of the KNA program in-
cludes Donna Stein, a recipient of a
Bachelor of Science degree from
Southern Connecticut State Univer-
sity and a Masters Degree and certifi-
cation as a learning-disability teacher
consultant from Seton Hall Univer-
sity.

A former educator in the Westfield
School system, Ms. Stein, a land-
scape and portrait artist, is an evalua-
tor for the Paper Mill Playhouse’s
Rising Star Awards Program.

Also on the KNA staff, Maureen

Monroe is a graduate of Vassar Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Arts degree
and a graduate of the New England
Conservatory of Music with a Master
of Music degree. She has a wide
range of experience in performing,
directing and teaching and has exten-

sive operatic expe-
rience as a princi-
pal artist, producer
and director.

A vocal music
teacher at the
NJWA Music Stu-
dio, Ms. Monroe
has performed in
many area musical
theater venues.

Kids ‘n’ Arts
will begin its sec-
ond session on
Tuesday, February

16, or Thursday, February 18, and
continue until June 1 or 3. Parents
may choose a Tuesday or Thursday
class at either 9:30 a.m. or 12:30 p.m.
Tuition for the 15-session semester is
$470. Students may enroll at any time
and tuition will be pro-rated.

For additional information and a
brochure on Kids ‘n’ Arts, or any
program of the NJWA, call (908)
789-9696, visit NJWA studios at 150-
152 East Broad Street or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.

EXPRESS YOURSELF…Children
who attend the NJWA Kids ‘n Arts
program will have many opportunities
to express their artistic talents in art,
music and drama in this unique course
specifically designed for students ages
3 to 5.

Gallery on the Boulevard Welcomes Lenga
KENILWORTH – Gallery on the

Boulevard, the exhibit space of the
Kenilworth Public Library, will
present the photography of Sheilia
Lenga during the months of January
and February.

The photographs of this exhibit open
a window onto the sights of southern
Africa, featuring such exotic images
as herds of impalas, ostriches and
wildebeests at the Kariega Game Re-
serve in Port Elizabeth, South Africa,
as well as the native dancers of
Shakaland Zulu Village in Durban.

Visitors to the exhibit will also have
the experience of viewing the strange,
but beautiful, Welwitschia plant,
which is the national flower of
Namibia.

Ms. Lenga, a resident of Union, has
been taking pictures since she was a
child growing up in an artistic family

in Westport, Conn. After first study-
ing at the Julliard School of Music
and then pursing an interest in jazz
and raising a family, Ms. Lenga re-
newed her love of photography.

Ms. Lenga has exhibited her pho-
tographs at a variety of New Jersey
venues, including the Watchung Arts
Center, Les Malamut Gallery in
Union, The Westfield Art Gallery, the
Jewish Community Center in Edison,
the North Edison Public Library and
the Millburn Public Library.

Her photographs are also in private
collections in New York, Arizona,
Massachusetts, Mexico, Canada and
St. Maarten.

The Kenilworth Public Library is
located at 548 Boulevard. For more
information, call the library at (908)
276- 2451 or visit
kenilworthlibrary.org.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

Think about it. We two are lucky.
The odds of taking part in a blissful,
‘til-death-do-us-part marriage are in-
finitesimal. Nonetheless, almost to a
man, and a woman, folks strive to be
in Cupid’s line of sight. Indeed, so
hardwired to this goal are divorced
Jane (Meryl Streep) and Jake (Alec
Baldwin) that they’re willing to try it
again, with each other, yet.

Putting them through the romantic
wringer in It’s Complicated, direc-
tor-writer Nancy Meyers does all but
speculate the Vegas line on these two
grabbing the brass ring on the second
go-round. Glimpses of classic screw-
ball comedy mixed with sitcom sen-
sibilities and the shtick that is signa-
ture Meyers (Baby Boom, 1987)
achieve fairly funny results.

But the chief calling card here,
distinguishing the effort from so many
similar, mediocre romps, is the
dramatis personae. Meryl Streep and
Alec Baldwin as the double-dog dare,
star-crossed and twice-smitten pair,
nearly elevate the material one full
rung more than it deserves. Both are
able to inject a creditable, engaging
gravity to the farcical doings.

In other words, we care. Oh, not
necessarily about Jane or Jake per se,
but certainly about the compelling
predicaments they bring to life in
their alternately rollicking and pite-
ous tumult through the wiles of amour.
While there have been situations
where so-so writing has hampered La
Streep (Death Becomes Her, 1992),
such is not the case here.

Though apparently content in her
new life, perhaps the divorcée will
never fully recover from the marital
failure. OK, we forgive her the mil-
lion-dollar heartbreak trappings…the
sprawling Santa Barbara manor and
the ideal, career-affirming gourmet
foods/bakeshop in town. The fact is,
she loved, come rain or come shine,
and then he cheated on her.

But part of what makes it so com-
plicated is that the cad, played to
vulnerable-as-a-fox perfection by
Alec Baldwin, is so darn likable. Mr.
Baldwin should devote the rest of his
career to acting only with great ac-
tresses. It brings out the Franchot
Tone and/or Walter Pidgeon in him,
an Almost Leading Man quality that
thrives on great team players.

Cheering and booing the re-woo-
ing couple from courtside seats are
the damaged urchins, Lauren (Caitlin
Fitzgerald), Luke (Hunter Parrish)
and Gabby (Zoe Kazan). But while
they have something to say, either it’s
their affluence, spot-on California
argot or the Oprah-ization of Ameri-

It’s Complicated:
The Second Time Around

can dysfunction that makes it all seem
trite and inconsequential.

Still, Luke gets indirect credit for
bringing Mom and Pop
together…again. It happens in New
York, and not without a sweet note of
hopefulness when, on the eve of sonny
boy’s graduation (looks like from
Columbia), the two find themselves
in the hotel lounge, abandoned by the
brood. And undoubtedly like the first
time, it begins with hanky-panky.

Initially we’re all for it, save for
one sticking point. Jake is remarried,
to a damsel named Agness, several
years his junior. That makes him an
adulterer yet again. But hey, Wife 2
cheated on him once and has a little
tyke named Pedro to prove it. In the
rationalizations of Moviedom, that
almost makes this affair with his ex-
wife OK, if not exactly moral.

Besides, they have history. They
make a nice couple, and we can see
why they originally wed. Of course
when it comes to why they ultimately
broke up, at this juncture we don’t
know the half of it. So let’s just com-
plicate it a tad more by throwing in a
new suitor for Jane’s affections. En-
ter stage left, Adam, her sensitive
architect played by Steve Martin.

With the comical and serious in-
gredients now assembled and a dash
of philosophy generously sprinkled
in for seasoning, the tale begins to
churn. Figure on a lot of the usual
comic conventions to pad a rather
thin plot. But while often predictable,
only the more skilled soothsayers will
successfully predict who, if any, her
Lady Fair shall choose.

Meanwhile, we are pretty much
being charmed by the courtship of
Jane and Jake, essentially a serio-
comic update of love among the
Baby Boomer generation. Born
from experience, new modes of the
mating dance are introduced. But
far more infatuating and funny are
the ploys and stratagems that doubt-
less haven’t changed since both were
teens.

It’s as cute as it is confounding.
Laughing at the heart’s intrigues,
while no answer to one of life’s big-
gest enigmas, is consoling. It allows
us to acknowledge en masse this
mystery only we humans share. But
no need to get esoteric about it if
that’s not your cup of love potion.
While certainly It’s Complicated, in
good part it’s also simply entertain-
ing.

* * *
It’s Complicated, rated R, is a Uni-

versal Pictures release directed by
Nancy Meyers and stars Meryl Streep,
Alec Baldwin and Steve Martin. Run-
ning time: 118 minutes

Teen Arts Exhibit Remains
On Display at PF Library

PLAINFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders an-
nounced that the 2009 Teen Arts Trav-
eling Exhibit is on display at the
Plainfield Public Library, located at
850 Park Avenue, through Friday, Janu-
ary 29.

The exhibit consists of 55 pieces of
art selected from more than 600 vi-
sual-art works shown at the Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March 2009 at Union County College
in Cranford. The Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs in the
Department of Parks & Community
Renewal administers the annual event.

The exhibiting students are: Isabelle
Perrin, Mountainside, Deerfield
School; Veronica Tolentino, Scotch
Plains, Union County Vo-Tech; Emily
Aschenbach, Scotch Plains, Union

County Vo-Tech; Brian Fischer, Scotch
Plains, Union County Vo-Tech; Louis
Rodriquez, Scotch Plains, Hillcrest
Academy; Gabby Aragona, Westfield,
Lamberts Mill Academy; Julia
Godbee, Westfield, Edison Intermedi-
ate School.

“I am amazed by the exceptional
artwork submitted by the students,”
said Freeholder Chairman Daniel
Sullivan. “I encourage everyone to get
out and see this fun, lively exhibit as it
continues its tour throughout Union
County.”

For information about the Teen Arts
program, contact the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J.
07202 or call (908) 558-2550. NJ Re-
lay service users should call 7-1-1 or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

By Gino Jannotti,
International Correspondent

Editor’s note: Mr. Jannotti, of
Garwood, is on business in
south Asia. He wrote us the fol-
lowing:

“A little explanation. Near to
our office is an Indian temple,
and last Saturday, as we walked
back to the office from lunch, we
saw this event taking place:

“The swordsman was blind-
folded and walked around to each
person with the carrots, and his
sword was placed gently on the

carrot. Then the guide left him
alone, and he walked to each
person and cut the carrot in half
(blindfolded). An amazing site.

“The last one was the boy in
the middle with two carrots, (pic-
tured above). After the first one
was cut, he went to get up. The
others charged in to stop the
swordsman and put the boy
back down. Then the guide
showed the swordsman the car-
rot, and he left him alone and he
cut the final one on the boy’s
stomach.”

Carrot-and-‘Stick’ Approach

SPFHS Hosts Annual
Day of Percussion

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School will host its
Annual Day of Percussion on Febru-
ary 6. This all-day event will feature
clinics and performances from pro-
fessional percussionists, as well as
from many high school and college
ensembles in New Jersey. It is an
entire day devoted to percussion.

The professional clinicians who
will be in attendance are Tommy
Igoe, who Modern Drummer Maga-
zine said is “a new drumming power,
breathtaking, inventive and disarm-
ingly strong”; Drum Corps Interna-
tional Hall of Famer Thom Hannum;
acclaimed world percussionist for
Broadway’s The Lion King Rolando
Morales-Matos and award-winning
concert percussionist Greg
Giannascoli.

There will also be a raffle, prizes,
give-a-aways and vendor merchan-
dise displayed for purchase. The
event starts at 10 a.m. and ends at
6:30 p.m.

High school and college ensembles
will perform from 10 a.m. to noon.
The first professional performances
will start with Mr. Morales-Mato at
noon.

There will also be refreshments
available throughout the day. Ad-
mission is $3 for children under 12
and $5 for everyone 12 and over.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
is located at 667 Westfield Road in
Scotch Plains.

The Seeing Eye Awards
Scholarship to Denker

SCOTCH PLAINS — Kaitlyn
Denker, 18, of Scotch Plains, received
a scholarship from The Seeing Eye
for raising several puppies for the
world-famous dog guide school.

James Kutsch, president of The
Seeing Eye, formally congratulated
Kaitlyn among the 59 puppy raisers
to receive scholarships at Family Day,
an annual celebration for puppy rais-
ers and their families held at the
Morristown campus last year.

Kaitlyn is a freshman at Towson
University, where she is studying ki-
nesiology and nutrition.

Kaitlyn has been a puppy raiser for
five years as a member of the Seeing
Eye/4-H puppy club. In this capacity,
Kaitlyn taught her puppies basic obe-
dience, attended local puppy club
meetings once a month, exposed pup-
pies to a variety of social situations
and provided them with love and com-
panionship.

After a year and a half, she returned
each puppy to The Seeing Eye for its
formal training.

“Young adults like Kaitlyn are spe-
cial because they provide a rock-solid
foundation for a Seeing Eye dog’s
formal training,” said Peggy Gibbon,
director of Canine Development for
The Seeing Eye. “We are delighted to
recognize Kaitlyn for her dedication
to the puppy-raising program and wish
Kaitlyn well in her future endeavors.”

“We applaud the extraordinary
commitment of Kaitlyn and her fel-

low scholarship winners, enabling
blind people to lead more indepen-
dent lives,” said Mr. Kutsch.

“Through the entire experience, I
have learned about being committed
and the importance of time manage-
ment,” said Kaitlyn. “As a person, I
have grown to discover the rewards
that come with sacrifice and hard
work. It has made me better prepared
for the challenges that await me.”

Each year, The Seeing Eye recog-
nizes exceptional puppy raisers by
presenting them with $1,000 college
scholarships. Recipients have raised
at least two dogs, have demonstrated
a high level of academic achievement
and are active in their communities.

Summit Playhouse Casts
For Comedy Sylvia

SUMMIT – Sylvia, a comedy by
A.R. Gurney, is being cast at The
Summit Playhouse on February 6 and
7 at 1 p.m. There are four actor posi-
tions available. Dancer auditions will
take place on February 7 at 6 p.m.

In the comedy, Greg and Kate have
moved to Manhattan after 22 years of
child-raising in suburbia. The fun
begins after Greg brings home a dog
he found in Central Park bearing only
the name “Sylvia” on her nametag.

The playhouse is looking for a fe-
male actress in her 20s, two male
actors between 40 and 50, and a fe-
male actress between 40 and 50, as
well as one male and one female
dancer (no lines).

The characters Sylvia, Greg and
Kate will be asked to read from the
script as well as to sing “Ev’ry Time
We Say Goodbye” by Cole Porter.

Chase Newhart directs the perfor-
mance. To learn more, refer ques-
tions to producer Frank Hawrusik at
(908) 313-0884. The production runs
April 23 to May 8.

Summit Playhouse is located at 10
New England Avenue in Summit. For
more information on the playhouse,
visit summitplayhouse.org.

WF’s Ida Chen’s Poem
Makes Poetry Anthology

WESTFIELD – Last year, Ida Chen
of Westfield, the daughter of Carol and
Chao Chen, submitted a poem to a
contest that was held for young poets.
Ida is in eighth grade in Westfield. Her
poem was selected from thousands of
entries as one of the top 10 in her grade.

The contest was held for all students
in grades K-12. The top 10 poets in each
division (grades K-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12)
are each receiving special recognition
in the poetry anthology A Celebration
of Poets. Each top-10 winner receives a
complimentary copy of the anthology
and a $50 savings bond. Poems are
selected for their literary merit, creativ-
ity and social significance.

Creative Communication sponsors
this contest to offer a “creative outlet
that honors our youth,” said Tom
Worthen, director of Creative Commu-
nication.

According to Mr. Worthen, “Too of-
ten, the efforts of young writers are
unrecognized and they lose their moti-
vation to express themselves.”

Creative Communication also awards
more than $12,500 each year in Lan-
guage Arts Grants to schools to further
encourage young people’s writings.

Creative Communication also spon-
sors essay contests. The next essay
contest to be held has a deadline of
February 17.

These are not contests in which every
entry is accepted and published. Essays
and poems of high merit will receive an
invitation to be published in an anthol-
ogy. To enter, send one original poem of
21 lines or less, and/ or one original
essay of 250 words or less, with the
student’s name, grade, home address,
school name, and school address to:
Creative Communication, 1488 North
200 West Logan, Utah, 84341.

To enter online, view
poeticpower.com. To learn more, call
(435) 713-4411 or e-mail
editor@poeticpower.com.

GW Artist’s Paintings
On Exhibit at Pearl Street

GARWOOD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders are pre-
senting an exhibit of oil paintings by
Garwood artist Clementina
Hechevarria in the gallery space at
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, located at 633
Pearl Street in Elizabeth.

A selection of her paintings, titled
“The Journey,” is on display at the
Pearl Street Gallery through Friday,
January 29. Gallery hours are 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

“The talent and diversity of our
county artists assure an inspiring and
interesting variety of exhibitions at
the Pearl Street Gallery,” said Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison
to the Union County Cultural and
Heritage Advisory Board.

Ms. Hechevarria attended Kean
College, where she earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in English with a
minor in Fine Arts. She worked in
various fields after college, both in
the corporate world and as a legal
secretary for many years, but she al-

ways had a love and appreciation of
art.

Ms. Hechevarria’s artwork consists
of portraits in oil on canvas, land-
scape paintings in oil, murals for
children’s rooms and painted furni-
ture. She also sews special-occasion
clothing for children. Her work has
been sold at craft shows sponsored by
Rose Squared Productions as well as
at the Cranford and Westfield Street
Fairs.

Her work can be viewed on
clementinascreations.com

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply. For more informa-
tion about the Pearl Street Gallery or
other programs, contact the Union
County Office of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J. 07202.

Free on-site parking is available.
To learn more, call (908) 558-2550.
NJ Relay users can dial 7-1-1 or send
e-mail to culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The work of Sheilia Lenga, on display at Kenilworth Public Library

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment of the Township of Scotch Plains
will require the services of an Attorney
during the year 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts
Law, N.J.S.A. (40 A-11-1et seq.), requires
that the Resolution authorizing the award
of a contract for professional services with-
out competitive bids be publicly adver-
tised; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED by the Zoning  Board of Adjust-
ment  of the Township of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, that VINCENT K. LOUGHLIN,
an attorney of the State of New Jersey with
the law firm of Johnstone, Skok, Loughlin
& Lane, P.C., located at 324 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, be ap-
pointed Attorney to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for the period effective from
January 7, 2010 to December 31, 2010.

This contract is awarded without com-
petitive bidding as a “professional service”
under the provisions of said Local Public
Contracts Law because the services are
of such a qualitative nature as will not
permit the receipt of competitive bids due
to the subjective difference in the work
product of such persons and the fact that
the ethical requirements of such profes-
sionals will not permit such bidding.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/14/10, The Times Fee: $31.11

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

RECREATION COMMISSION

In compliance with J.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meeting Act), the Westfield
Recreation Commission wishes to advise
the public that it will hold its regular meet-
ings for 2010 in the Recreation Confer-
ence Room of the Municipal Building 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
at 7:30pm, on the following dates:

MONDAY, JANUARY 11
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1

MONDAY, MARCH 8
MONDAY, APRIL 5
MONDAY, MAY 3
MONDAY, JUNE 7
MONDAY, JULY 12

NO REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
IS SCHEDULED FOR AUGUST

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
MONDAY, OCTOBER 4

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6

1 T - 1/14/10, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REGIONAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

2010 BOARD OF HEALTH
MEETING SCHEDULE

**January 11, 2010 (5:00 PM)
February 1, 2010

March 1, 2010
April 5, 2010
May 3, 2010
June 7, 2010

*No meetings scheduled in the
months of July and August

**September 13, 2010 (5:00 PM)
October 4, 2010

November 1, 2010
December 6, 2010

The above listed meetings are sched-
uled for 5:30 PM on the first Monday of the
month, except where otherwise indicated.
All meetings will be held in the Council
Conference Room located on the first floor
of the Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

1 T - 1/14/10, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

DWC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR 2010

Be advised that the Downtown Westfield
Corporation will meet at the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) office at 105
Elm Street, Lower Level on the following
days and times in the year 2010:

Annual DWC
Reorganization Meeting

January 25, 2010 at 7:30 pm

BOARD MEETINGS
All meetings are at 7:30 pm

February 22, 2010
March 22, 2010
April 26, 2010
May 24, 2010
June 28, 2010
August 9, 2010

September 27, 2010
October 25, 2010

November 22, 2010
December 13, 2010

Sherry Cronin
Executive Director

1 T - 1/14/10, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment at its meeting on
January 11, 2010 adopted the following
resolution.

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the
Town of Westfield has authorized the po-
sition of Attorney to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment, and

WHEREAS,  the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment desires to appoint Vincent
Loughin, Esq. to that position for the year
2010.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that Vincent Loughlin, Esq. is appointed to
the position of Attorney to the Westfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment from this date
to December 31, 2010.

William E. Heinbokel
Chairman, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 1/14/10, The Leader Fee: $19.89

First Baptist Launches
New Saturday Service
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, has begun a Saturday evening
church service emphasizing Christian
music in a contemporary, informal fash-
ion. The service also features a mes-
sage, prayer and reflection.

Entitled “Branches,” this pilot pro-
gram is particularly aimed at attracting
younger people, but all ages are wel-
come. It will be held at 5 p.m. on
January 16 and 23 and on the second,
third and fourth Saturdays in February
and March. For more information, call
the church at (908) 233-2278.


