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Lady Cougars Stall Lady Viking Cagers, 38-21
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

GOODE SINKS SEVEN POINTS, GREEN PULLS 8 BOARDS

Blue Devil Cagers’ ‘D’ Stifles
Cranford Cougar Boys, 45-24

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rejection not only came in the way
of senior Pat Sabatino’s four blocked
shots but also from the efforts of the
entire defense, as the Westfield High
School boys basketball team stifled
the Cranford Cougars, 45-24, in
Cranford on January 7.

The 4-2 Blue Devils, who have
been playing strong defense all sea-
son, felt this win was imperative after
suffering a 60-49 setback to 11th-
ranked Linden on January 5.

“We gave up a lot of points to

Linden in the second half. We gave up
only 19 in the first half but had some
breakdowns, but this year we have
been playing really good team de-
fense,” Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin
Everly said.

“We worked hard in practice. We
have all this stuff down. We came out
with the mental attitude that we
needed a win because of that loss

against Linden on Tuesday,” said Blue
Devil point guard Jaraad Rogers, who
netted 12 points, including a pair of
3-pointers, and added four assists,
four rebounds and two steals.

The 2-3 Cougars were barely able to
get a good shot off because of the Blue
Devils’ stubborn defense, and the fact
that their primary shooter, Kendall
Grier, got into foul trouble early in the
first quarter did not help matters.

“He got two fouls in the first two
minutes. We were never able to get
into any flow,” Cougar Head Coach
Ryan Huber said.

With Rogers’ outside shooting and
junior forward Ryan Hess’s inside
penetration, the Blue Devils won the
first quarter, 9-0, then quietly rolled
on to take a 17-4 lead at the half.

“Our motto is always defense. De-
fense first! We shut them down and
then our offense came along after-
wards,” Rogers said.

Sabatino, who finished with five

rebounds, got into the inside/outside
scoring act with Hess and Rogers in
the second half when he scored all 10
of his points.

“We like to work an outside and
inside game. We like to see him be-
cause he is really strong both ways,”
Rogers said of Sabatino.

Cougar center Will Green was as
cold as ice and missed all six of his
shots from the field and all four of his
free throws. Green finished with eight
rebounds, a steal and a blocked shot.
Grier, who had two rebounds and an
assist, returned in the second half and

managed only a 3-pointer. Greg
Goode (2 rebounds, 2 steals) hit a 3-
pointer and finished with seven points.
Chris Gross had four points and a
rebound. Point guard Sean Trotter (2
rebounds, assist) hit a 3-pointer and
finished with five points. Nick Pace
had three points and Joey Papandrea
had two points and a pair of rebounds.

“They packed the ball in on us, and
unfortunately we weren’t able to make
any shots from the perimeter. They
take away the inside, and you only
have the outside,” coach Huber said.
“We were 3-for-15 from the foul line
and 3-for-19 from 3-point range. That
doesn’t really bode too well, so we
got to bounce back tomorrow for a
game [Union Catholic].”

Both teams have beaten a common
opponent, Rahway, so such a lop-
sided score may have been unex-
pected.

“A lot of people look at common
opponents, but there are a lot of dy-
namics that change the aspect of
games. There are a lot of things in
basketball with mismatches, strengths
and weaknesses. Sometimes you get
with somebody, who has the strength
that you can really exploit,” coach
Everly said. “I felt that Green and
Grier were two guys, who needed to
be slowed down, and we did a phe-
nomenal job team defense wise of
shutting down Green. Last year, he
scored 20 on us. That really chal-
lenged Pat to go out and show that he
is the better player. Last year Green
showed that he was, but Pat showed
today that he was. Sometimes
Cranford gets their perimeter shoot-
ing going, but they never did today,
which also allowed us to sag down
and take away Green.”
Westfield   9   8 13 15 45
Cranford   0   4   9 11 24

“On offense, they (Vikings) want
us to fall asleep, and they keep pass-
ing [the ball] around,” Webb ex-
plained. “Our coach said, ‘you have
to play the ball. Play harder! Get the
timing of the ball, and we needed to
talk more on defense.’ We did that!”

The offensive turnaround in the
third quarter that continued into the
fourth quarter was a result of Webb’s
and center/tri-captain Danielle
Gross’s working of a smooth give-
and-go connection. Gross, who led
the team with eight rebounds, buck-
eted four points and had three assists,
while adding a blocked shot.

“We have been playing all our life,
since like third grade together,” Webb
said. “We really know what type of
basketball we want to play as a team.
We work well together because we
both like give-and-goes, and I pass
out to her. She has a good jump shot
and I am better going to the basket.”

“That Danielle Gross and Jamie
Webb give-and-go is something that
they started doing on their own. Now,
we even made a play out of it,” coach
Huber said. “It is working!”

Sophomore Morgan Miller got the
Cougars’ offense rolling by banging
a pair of 3-pointers and a two-bagger
in the first quarter, which led to an 11-

3 lead. Miller finished with 10 points,
two assists and two rebounds.

“She is awesome! Every practice,
she is making like 10 out of 11. She
was off the first couple of games, and
now she is starting to get back on,”
Webb said. “We have a lot of talent,
and a few years from now they are
going to be amazing.”

“She has been struggling from the
outside. We have been working on
seeing the floor more and going to the
basket,” coach Huber said. “She started
the game going to the basket, then she
pulled out and her shots started falling.
I was happy to see that. It’s finally
clicking. I was a shooter in high school,
so I know what it is like when you have
those games where your shot is not on.
You can’t get discouraged and keep
doing it.”

Freshman guard Jess McCoy pulled
down seven rebounds and had three
points, two assists, a steal and a
blocked shot. Freshman Jenna Goeller
(2 rebounds, assist) hit three points in
the final quarter, and senior tri-cap-
tain Taylor D’Antico had four re-
bounds, two points, a steal, an assist
and two blocks.
Union Catholic   3 10   4   4 21
Cranford 11   7   7 12 38

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

WWhat’s YOUR Resolution?

How about one that’s easy to keep?
A good night’s sleep is necessary for good mental and physical health.

A quality mattress is necessary for a good night’s sleep.

MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
www.mattressfac.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5
(East Hanover closed Sun./Mon.)

Cranford Cougars Top
Linden Swimmers

The Cranford High School swim
team defeated Linden, 124.5-45.5,
on January 7.
200 medley relay: C (Gabriel Nino, Evan
Brawley, Megan Byrne, Brian Lue)
2:15.77
200 free: Kelly Miller (C) 2:28.88
200 IM: Kim Lopes (L) 2:52.05
50 free: Christian Woo (C) 27.14
100 fly: Nicholas Kalafatis (C) 1:02.93
100 free: Jennifer Heine (C) 1:02.53
500 free: Robert Lento (C) 6:53.58
200 free relay: C (Miller, Heine, Ivanna
Gomez, Kathleen French) 1:55.64
100 back: Nino (C) 1:17.88
100 breast: Connor Harkins (C) 1:17.6
400 free relay: C (Woo, Katie Pijanowski,
Zach Fried, Gomez) 4:19.4

Cougar Cagers Rally,
Beat Viking Boys, 59-56

The Cranford High School boys
basketball team recovered from its
loss to Westfield on January 7 and
came from behind to defeat 3-2 Union
Catholic, 59-56, in Cranford on Janu-
ary 8. The game featured lopsided
momentum swings by both teams.

The Cougars were clanging on all
cylinders in the first quarter with a 24-
7 run, but the Vikings won the second
quarter, 18-7, to narrow the lead to 31-
25 at the half. The Vikings continued
their rampage in the third quarter to
seize a 49-42 lead entering the fourth
quarter, but the Cougars settled down
to win the final quarter 17-7.

Sophomore Chris Gross banged in
a career-high 21 points, which in-
cluded 10-for-15 from the field. He
had seven rebounds, an assist and a

steal. Will Green hit seven of 17 shots
from the field and three of seven from
the line to finish with 17 points. He
also led the team with 14 rebounds,
including five offensive. Kendall Grier
bucketed a pair of 3-pointers and
added three steals and three assists.

Point guard Sean Trotter was 4-for-
7 from the field, including a 3-pointer,
to finish with10 points. He had five
offensive rebounds, five acts of theft
and two assists. Greg Goode had three
points, three assists and a steal. Nick
Pace had four assists, two points and
a rebound. Joey Papandrea banged a
3-pointer, and had an assist and a
steal. Bryan Fitzsimmons had a pair
of rebounds and a blocked shot.
Union Catholic   7 18 24   7 56
Cranford 24   7 11 17 59

Cougar Snacks:

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Lady Cougars Hold Off
Blue Devil Cagers, 46-40
The Cranford High School

girls basketball team improved
to 6-2 with a 46-40 victory over
host Westfield on January 12.
The Cougars hit five 3-pointers
in the third quarter to pull away
from the Blue Devils but had to
hold off a last-minute surge.

SEE COMPLETE STORY IN
NEXT WEEK’S EDITION.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONTRIBUTING WELL ON DEFENSE…Cougar senior Taylor D’Antico had four rebounds, two points, a steal, an assist
and two blocks against the Union Cathloic Vikings. The Cougars won 38-21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING INTO FOUL TROUBLE EARLY…Cougar Kendall Grier, with ball, got into foul trouble early in the first
quarter and had to sit out until the third quarter. Grier, who had two rebounds and an assist, returned in the second half
and managed only a 3-pointer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK...Sophomore Chris Gross scored a career high of 21
points, including 15 points in the first quarter to help the Cranford basketball
team jump to a 24-7 lead on its way to a, 59-56, win over Union Catholic.


