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Never Know What’s
Hidden in the Attic

For years, Bob Urciuoli had heard
his father Joe talk about a box of stuff
from his youth that he had kept in the
attic. For years, the younger “Urch”
would go on a “treasure hunt” and see
if he could find that box, but he never
found it.

About six months ago, 92-year-old
Joe Urciuoli (Westfield High School
(WHS) ’37) and his wife sold their old
house at 749 West Broad Street, after
living there for 58 years, since 1951.
When the new owners were remodeling
the attic, some sheet rock walls were
torn down and there, behind the wall,
was Joe’s box of stuff, including a diary
he’d kept during his high school years.

“Apparently when my room was be-
ing made in the attic, in 1959, the car-
penter accidentally walled off a section
containing my father’s box of stuff,”
said Bob (’67), the starting center on the
1966 WHS football team and now Dr.
Bob, a local chiropractor. “The box was

entombed for almost 50 years!”
Joe’s box of stuff provided his son

with an interesting glimpse into life in
Westfield during the latter part of the
Depression.

Joe grew up at 512 Central Avenue, a
block off South Avenue, and across the
street from Mildred Angelo, his future
wife. He and his buddies, including
Mount Howarth, spent many days
watching his cousins Dom (’33), a three-
year starter at fullback and second base),
and Tony (’36), a basketballer, play for
WHS, sleigh riding at “Manor Hill” and
hitching rides by grabbing car bumpers
on snow-covered roads. The kids back
then also apparently played a lot of
cards and shot craps, and for some big
money they would caddy at
Shackamaxon for a dollar for a loop.
And there were the always-changing
movies at the Rialto, sometimes as many
as six different movies every week.

Oh, and they had organized baseball
and softball leagues, complete with a
schedule and playoff system. Among the
players on Joe’s teams were his younger
brother Willy (’40, aka Babe), a three-
year starter at WHS in basketball and
baseball, and cousin Dom. Joe played
outfield on the 1937 WHS baseball team
that went 0-6 and then canceled the rest
of its season, due to “lack of a playing
field,” according to the Hi’s Eye. He was
interested in a career in journalism, but
“he lacked parental direction and confi-
dence, so the dream unfortunately died,”
according to his son.

Columbus School, which was built
in 1928 – across from the Inspection
Station parking lot, on Grandview be-
tween Windsor and Myrtle avenues –
and torn down in 1973, was the site of
many of the games. The diary notes
one team he was on was the “Champi-
ons of the Junior YMCA Softball
League in 1937” and had this roster:

Harry Graves, second base
Nick Piscopo, third base
Willy Urciuoli, shortstop
Mount Howarth, left field
Joe Urciuoli, center field, pitcher
J. Walker, catcher
E. Chaplin, pitcher
J. Piscopo, right field
John DeStefanis, first base
Subs: Nate Viglianti and Monk,

right field
Another team in the diary was called

the “Stars Softball Team,” which might
have been short for North Stars Ath-
letic Club, who are often mentioned in
the diary and played in the Community
Softball League. The Stars’ roster:

Dom Urciuoli, second base
Frank Feely, first base
Joe Simonetti, center field
Charlie Raba, shortstop
Frank Viteka, left field
Joe DiFrancesco, right field
Bob Johnson, catcher
Charles Ortlep, third base
Joe Urciuoli, pitcher
Charles Miller, manager
Many of the local teams and leagues

were sponsored by Andrew Viglianti,
who owned a shoe store on Central
Avenue, and was the father of WHS
athletes Ron (’61) and Drew (’69).

A couple years after high school and
all the fun things in the box of stuff, Joe
Urciuoli was one of the first people
drafted in the armed forces. His “gang”
of buddies had a party for him the day
before he left, and a huge throng of
townspeople showed up at the train
station the next day to see him off. The
newspaper clippings are all there, in
Joe’s box of stuff.

“I know my dad and Mount Howarth
hung out a lot, going to the movies and
probably hoisting a beer or two while
playing cards or shooting craps,” said
Bob, whose daughter Natalie (’95) was
a ground-breaking player on the first
WHS “boys” ice hockey team.

“My dad had a Model T when he
was 18. He bought it for $35 and sold
it a few years later for $50. Since it was
the Depression, he was the ‘go-to’ guy
for automobile transportation. But it
seems, at least from what he tells me,
those guys were more interested in
male bonding than chasing babes.”

DID YOU KNOW?
From 1890-1900, the town’s high

school was known as Lincoln High
School and was located on what is now
Temple Place (Academy Place back
then).

From 1900-1916, the high school
was known as Washington High School
and was located on Elm Street, be-
tween what is now Orchard and Wal-
nut streets.

From 1916-1952, the high school
was finally known as Westfield High
School and was located on the corner
of Walnut and Elm Streets.

The current high school opened on
Dorian Road (when will the portion of
Dorian between Rahway Avenue and
Trinity Place be renamed Devils
Drive?) on February 4, 1952.

LID ON THE HOOP
Three things about the WHS girls

basketball team’s recent loss to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F):

1) The Devils shot just 28 percent
from the floor (15-for-53) and 39 per-
cent (7 of 18) from the foul line;

2) The normally steal-crazed duo of
Amanda Markowski and Katie Ponce
had a combined one;

3) Do not expect 1 and 2 to happen
the next time the teams meet, on

February 2.
IS IT JUST ME …

Or does anybody else think there
was something rotten in Flemington/
Raritan Township when the Board of
Education recently voted 6-1 to not
name the Hunterdon Central High
School Field House in honor of the
school’s legendary wrestling coach and
35-year athletic director Russ Riegel?

Love him or loathe him, you had to
respect the guy who single-handedly
put the school on the athletic map of
New Jersey – unless you were a board
member.

And this from a school that named
its football field after a basketball
coach! Ironically, Riegel, who “retired”
from Central in 1992, and is now liv-
ing, and still coaching, in Kentucky, is
being inducted into Central’s Hall of
Fame in March.

‘WE’RE NO. 37!’
What’s all this fuss about President

Barack Obama trying to fix/improve
our country’s health care system? Ac-
cording to geographic.org, the World
Health Organization (WHO) ranked
the health care systems of 190 coun-
tries and the U.S.A. came in 37th.

Woo-hoo! Awwwright! Way to go
USA! We’re No. 37! We’re No. 37!
We’re … Huh? Wait a minute. That
means 36 teams, I mean countries, are
better than us? Costa Rica? Chile?
Morocco? Colombia? Ireland?
Greece? Portugal? Malta?

Chile? Colombia? Malta? Chile?
But haven’t the TV and radio talking

heads been telling everybody that we
have the best, the finest, the greatest
health care system in the history of the
entire known and unknown universe?
Why, they ask, should we consider
changing it?

Apparently what they’re telling the
gullible is – surprise, surprise – not
quite true, according to the WHO,
whose top three countries are France,
Italy and San Marino. (Sweden and
Canada, two countries the talking heads
like to bring up, are Nos. 23 and 30,
respectively.)

Let’s put this into a sports context.
Imagine a 32-team bracket, like the old
pre-television over saturation of the
NCAA Basketball Tournament. If they
allowed five at-large teams/countries,
No. 37 America would go up against
No. 28 Israel in a play-in game, the
winner likely facing No. 5 Malta. With
a couple of upsets and a shocker over
No. 4 Andorra (wherever that is), the
U.S. would take on top-seeded France
– if it survived the Chili-Australia win-
ner – in the semifinals. Victory fries vs.
French fries. Ooh-lah-lah!

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike the new owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue East) is Diana
Venezia. The senior had 26 points, nine
rebounds and five blocks against SP-F.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

height of 11’8”.
“All of the boys were tough!

Jhakyse had a huge day. I wish we had
[a] tape of the meet. It was that excit-
ing,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jack
Martin said. “The distance boys were
tough as well. Bobby McKeon was
big in the high jump. Jon Henry had a
big lead off in the sprint medley and
4x4 as well as a great anchor in the
4x2. It really was a total team effort!”

Blue Devils Sam Tooley, Scrudato,
Jack Leahy and Cusick finished sec-
ond in the 4x800 with a time of
8:27.34. Cranford Cougars Jeff Sun,
George El-Khoury, Billy Haussner
and Dan Cleary finished fourth at
8:40.68. Blue Devils Connor Shields,
Helfand, Nick Polak and Dave
Fishman finished sixth in the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 34.57.

The Raiders girls tied for seventh
in their meet with a total of 14. Rahway
took top honors with a 40 total.
Cranford placed 12th with 11 points
and Westfield took 13th with nine
points. Raiders Kim Wenson with a
toss of 35’2”, Osa Ebose at 34’5” and
Danielle Schweitzer at 32’2” com-
bined for a distance of 101’9” to win
the shot put. The meet record was
listed at 100’5” by Union in 2009.

Raiders Laura Bruce, Justine
Valdes, Lauren Williams and Erin
Pierce placed fourth in the 4x800
with a time of 11:00.19, and Cranford
Cougars Astrid Adriens, Anegra

Larche, Leigh Anne Heinbokel and
Sarah Murphy finished sixth with a
time of 11:07.44. Cougars Natalie
Englese, Gillian Burks, Kate Evans
and Rebecca Shimonov finished
fourth in the 4x200 with a time of
1:52.35, and Blue Devils Ashley
Edwards, Lily Burtness, Daniella
Ciampa and Eileen Clark placed sixth
at 1:56.67.

Englese, Burke, Devon Cacchione
and Megan Byrnes took third in the
4x400 at 4:24.51, while Edwards,
Cook, Burtness and Jen Porch took
fourth at 4:24.79. Blue Devils Tierny
Cummings, Emily Harris, Shannon
Mooney and Alyssa Hatch finished
fifth in the distance medley relay at
14:08.98. Cougars Shimonov, Burke,
Megan Schetlich and Bryanna Grant
finished sixth in the shuttle hurdles
with a time of 36.38. Blue Devils
Alex Hawkins and Porch placed sixth
in the high jump with a height of 9’2”.

Raider Icemen Beat
J.P. Stevens, 6-3

Sophomore forwards Steve
Rachko and Alex Markovitz each
netted two goals as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School ice
hockey team defeated J.P. Stevens,
6-3, at Warinanco Rink in Roselle
on January 6. Goalie Jason Breit
made 50 stops for the Raiders.

Cliff Black Invt’l
Track Meet Results:

Westfield High School senior
Jhakyse Williams led a trio of Blue
Devils, who finished 2-3-4 in the 55-
meter dash at the Cliff Black Invita-
tional at Drew University in Madison
on January 6. Williams crossed in
6.78, followed by Andrew Gates at
6.87 and Ian McKenzie at 6.95.

Blue Devil Jon Henry finished sec-
ond in the 600-meters with a time of
1:25.27 and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider Matt Alfano placed sixth at
1:28.68. Blue Devil Tyler Cusick
crossed second in the 1,000-meters
with a time of 2:47.03 and teammates
Ryan Scrudato and Mike Kelley fin-
ished 4-5 with respective times of
2:47.83 and 2:49.49. Blue Devil An-
drew Kirna placed fourth in the 3,200
with a time of 10:08.96. Raider Lamar
Parkes finished second in the 55-
hurdles with a time of 8.03, and
Channaoui tied for fourth in the high
jump with a height of 5’8”. Raider
Kim Wenson placed second in the
girls shot put with a shove of 33’10.5”
followed by Osa Ebose at 32’10.25”.
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Homebuyer Tax Credit
Opportunity is Knocking

*Certain income, purchase price limits, and primary resident rules may apply.

• Extended until April 30, 2010,

 close by June 30, 2010.

• Expanded to include buyers

 who have owned their current 

 home at least 5 years;  

 eligible for tax credit of up to

$6,500*.

• Continues to apply to fi rst-

time homebuyers or anyone

 who hasn’t owned a home in

 the last three years; eligible

 for tax credit of up to

 $8,000*.

Follow us on Twitter @ cbwestfield
Become a fan on Facebook @ Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

CRANFORD $419,000
Wonderful 3 BR Col. w/many updts. 2 new full BA, hwd
flrs, granite counters, stainless EIK. Nice fenced-in yard w/
newer deck. Office /Den off LR.
MLS: 2733892 908-233-0065

CRANFORD $685,000
Very spacious custom Colonial; Kitchen, Bathrooms, fur-
nace, roof, deck, winds all updated within last 10 years. 5
second flr bedrooms.
MLS: 2728369 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $599,900
Terrific 4 BR classic Col. w/wdbning fplc in LR, lrg EI-Kit
w/Laund rm on 1st flr, banquet sized DR, beautiful hdwd
flrs. This home is just waiting for your personal touch!
MLS: 2710654 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $384,900
Beautiful 3BR Colonial. Recent updts incl: gorgeous new
Kit, CAC, forced hot air & wndws. Refin hdwd flrs thruout.
Sunroom. Covered patio. Deep lot.Very clean.

MLS: 2735424 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $645,000
NEW LISTING! Well maintained 4BR 2.1 BA custom
Col. on 92x100 lot. Spac. LR w/cozy fplc,  EIK, 1st flr laun-
dry. 4BR on 2nd lvl w/master BA. Partially fin bsmt Rec rm.
MLS: 2735974 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $599,000
Sunny Col w/updt EIK & BA, hwd flrs, antique wdwork,
high ceils, 1st flr laund, LR w/fpl, 6BR, FDR w/walk-in bay
wnd, FR, encld prch, nice yard w/deck. Great locn.
MLS: 2734293 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,330,000
NEW CONSTRUCTION! Custom Col. in new 10 lot subdivn
on cul-de-sac, 6BR 5.1BA 3-car gar. 30 yr Timberlline rf, Hardi-
Plank sdg, granite tops in Kit, 5.5 base moldings & lots more!

MLS: 2500277 908-233-0065
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109 Virginia St., Westfield OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 1/17 1-4PM
Spacious and absolutely turn-key, this center hall Colonial has been beautifully renovated
and expanded in the last two years. Upgrades include richly stained hardwood floors,
custom tile work, granite countertops, and deep moldings. The flowing floor plan incorporates
formal living and dining rooms, a gorgeous kitchen open to an oversized family room, and
convenient powder room and mud room. On the second floor is the new master suite, with
a large bedroom, walk-in closet with custom built-ins, and terrific master bath featuring
two sinks and an oversized spa shower. There are three additional bedrooms, each with
hardwood floors and a double closet with custom built-ins. Completing the second floor
are the full bath and laundry room. An open staircase leads up to the third floor bonus
room, perfect as a home office or playroom. Additional living space is found in the basement
recreation room, where wall-to-wall carpet and electric baseboard heat provide a cozy
atmosphere. Conveniences include a central vacuum system, two-zone gas heating and
central air, and a two car detached garage with automatic door opener. $679,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

Devil of the Week
Diana Venezia

Girls basketball


