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HESS HITS 13 PTS; ROGERS SINKS 12; ‘SAB’ 4 BLOCKS

Blue Devil Cagers’ ‘D’ Stifles
Cranford Cougar Boys, 45-24

PETERSON PULLS 21 REBOUNDS, VENEZIA SCORES 26

Raiders’ 15-0, 2nd Q Run Jars
Blue Devil Lady Cagers, 53-42

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior point guard Evie Klotz and
junior forward Aysia Peterson have
been getting the hang of leading a
young Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team that got
into the groove with a 22-9, second-
quarter run en route to a 53-42 victory
over the visiting Westfield Blue Dev-
ils on January 5.

Peterson, who finished with 14
points and an assist, absolutely owned
the boards with 21 rebounds, includ-
ing seven offensive.

“She was all over the place. A big
part of that was having her under-
stand that getting closer to the basket
is where she has to be,” Raider Head
Coach Jen Ryan said. “I didn’t have

to tell her to get in there for offensive
rebounds. She did it! She was getting
her own rebounds off her misses. She
stayed in every single play.”

Klotz banged a momentum-chang-
ing 3-pointer at the beginning of the
second quarter to set the pace, which
she helped control for the remainder
of the game by dishing out seven
assists and adding five rebounds.

“You see things in kids, and you
know what they are capable of doing,
but there comes a time when they
have to be confident in themselves,”
coach Ryan said of Klotz. “Every
single time you have to let people
know that you came to play. Today,
that’s what she did.”

Blue Devil senior Diana Venezia,
however, led all scorers with 26 points,
including four 3-pointers and hitting
6-for-10 from the charity line. Venezia
also had 13 rebounds and an assist.

Senior guard Amanda Markowski,
who had two points and five rebounds,
dished out five assists and was the
chief thief with four steals. Guard
Danielle Miller banged a 3-pointer
and a 2-pointer, had a steal and also
dished out five assists. Junior Katie

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rejection not only came in the way
of senior Pat Sabatino’s four blocked
shots but also from the efforts of the
entire defense, as the Westfield High
School boys basketball team stifled
the Cranford Cougars, 45-24, in
Cranford on January 7.

The 4-2 Blue Devils, who have

been playing strong defense all sea-
son, felt this win was imperative after
suffering a 60-49 setback to 11-ranked
Linden on January 5.

“We gave up a lot of points to
Linden in the second half. We gave up
only 19 in the first half but had some
breakdowns, but this year, we have
been playing really good team de-
fense,” Blue Devil Head Coach Kevin

Everly said.
“We worked hard in practice. We

have all this stuff down. We came out
with the mental attitude that we
needed a win because of that loss
against Linden on Tuesday,” said Blue
Devil point guard Jaraad Rogers, who
netted 12 points, including a pair of
3-pointers, and added four assists,
four rebounds and two steals.

The 2-3 Cougars were barely able
to get a good shot off because of the
Blue Devils’ stubborn defense, and
the fact that their primary shooter,
Kendall Grier, got into foul trouble
early in the first quarter did not help
matters.

“He got two fouls in the first two
minutes. We were never able to get
into any flow,” Cougar Head Coach
Ryan Huber said.

With Rogers’ outside shooting and
junior forward Ryan Hess’s inside
penetration, the Blue Devils won the
quarter 9-0 then quietly rolled on to
take a 17-4 lead at the half.

“Our motto is always defense. De-
fense first! We shut them down and
then our offense came along after-
wards,” Rogers said.

Sabatino, who finished with five

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Spring 2010 registration is now available

via our website @ www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registration is open to all children that are residents of Westfield in

grades K - 10.   Please note, the Westfield Baseball Association is

grade specific and team assignments are based accordingly.  All

participants MUST BE enrolled in Kindergarten through 10th grade.

PLEASE NOTE:  DEADLINE FOR ON-TIME REGISTRATION

IS JANUARY 15, 2010.  ALL REGISTRATIONS RECEIVED

AFTER JAN. 15TH WILL BE SUBJECT TO A $35 LATE FEE.

See you in the Spring !!

WILLIAMS, SCRUDATO, KELLEY, CUSICK SET RECORD

Blue Devil Track Boys Snatch
Union County Relay Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Jhakyse Williams was a mem-
ber of three relay teams that placed
first and another that grabbed a key
third place finish to help the Westfield
High School boys winter track team
edge Union Catholic for the Union
County (UC) Relay Championship at
the Armory in Jersey City on January
9. The Blue Devils finished with a total
of 51, while the Vikings took second at
46. Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed
sixth, with a 15 total.

Williams, Andrew Gates, Ian
MacKenzie and Jonathan Henry

crossed first in the 4x200 meters with
a time of 1:34.82, while the Vikings
took fourth in the event at 1:36.83.
Williams, Zach Helfand, Kevin
Ramos and Henry won the 4x400,
with a time of 3:33.65. The Vikings
finished third in the event, with a time
of 3:34.06.

Williams teamed with Mike Kelley,
Ryan Scrudato and Tyler Cusick in the
distance medley relay to break the UC
record of 11:00.06, set in 2008 by the
Vikings, by finishing in 10:48.3. Raid-
ers Brandon Wheeler, Quentin
Blackwell, Matt Alfano and Alex Parker
finished third with a time of 11:03.03.

Williams, Henry, MacKenzie and
Kelley placed third in the sprint med-
ley relay with a time of 3:46.33. Vi-
kings Allen Eke, Mike Veiksans, Bran-
don Kelly and Matt O’Donnell won
the event with a meet-record time of
3:42.77. But the Blue Devils needed
to get a strong showing in the high
jump to overcome the Vikings and
did so when Bob McKeon cleared
5’10” in the high jump, and com-
bined it with Henry’s clearance of
5’8” to place third. Raiders Lamar
Parkes and Moussa Channaoui both
cleared 5’10” to take second with a
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     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

This spacious Mountainside Ranch has an open flow, hardwood floors, expansive windows, 
archways, natural wood moldings and is wheelchair accessible. Centrally located, the foyer 
opens to the living room, boasting a floor-to-ceiling stone fireplace. The adjacent formal 
dining room  flows to the updated eat-in kitchen. Around the corner, the family room wel-
comes you with a cathedral ceiling, abundant windows, elevator, fireplace and access to 
the deck & yard. The master bedroom pampers you with a wall of closets and a full bath. 
There are two more bedrooms and another updated bath, on the 1st floor. Adding to your 
living space is a basement rec room and a third full bath. Other highlights include an ex-
pansive fenced yard with deck and patio. Presented for $684,000. 

Westfield Office ·600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A VERY TIGHT SITUATION…Blue Devil Diana Venezia, No. 15, finds herself wedged in between Raiders Renee Oliver,
left, and Aysia Peterson, No.24. The Raiders won 53-42 on January 5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNING THE TIP-OFF…Blue Devil center Pat Sabatino, No. 43, leaps higher
than Cougar Will Green to win the tip-off. Westfield won 45-24 on January 7.

WILLIAM TAYLOR
Sales Associate

CELL PHONE: 908-803-8051
wtaylor@comcast.net

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
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Gracious Center Hall Colonial in The Gardens of Westfield
12 Rooms, 5 Bedrooms & 3 ½ Baths

Asking $1,299,000
Gracious center hall Colonial is nestled on approx. 1/3 acres with large rooms and plenty of charm and natural
light throughout. The house had a complete, quality renovation done by Peluso Construction that includes
hardwood floors, new windows, roof, electric, central air conditioning, plumbing, hot water heater and radiant
heat flooring in the first floor family room. The living space includes a gourmet eat-in-kitchen (19’ x 18’) with
an expansive center island, granite counters, beautiful cabinetry, DCS gas range and a space to fit a table to
comfortably seat eight. Off the kitchen is a powder room and a mud room leading to the backyard. The living
room (30’ x 15’) is beautifully arranged with built-in bookcases and cabinetry flanking the wood-burning
fireplace, a window seat overlooking the front yard as well as two sets of French doors that lead out to the patio
and spacious back yard. The formal dining room has chair rails, crown moldings and another window seat. The
second floor holds the master suite with his & hers closets, three additional bedrooms and another full bath. On
the third floor you will find the fifth bedroom, a full bath, a study as well as generous storage space. Down in the
basement there is an additional, oversized family room (28’ x 14’) with walkout doors to the backyard, an
exercise room (15’ x 14’), a laundry room as well as extra storage space.


