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Christie Announces Gary Lanigan as
Commissioner of Dept. of Corrections

Great Teen & Young Adult Programs
Also Special Needs Camps.

Check our website for a list of camps, directions & additional dates & venues.
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Saturday, Jan. 16, 2010
The Grand Summit

570 Springfield Ave., Summit

Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010
The Excelsior

355 Rt. 9 S., Manalapan

Sunday, Jan. 24, 2010
Bridgewater Marriott

700 Commons Way, Bridgewater

Sunday, Jan. 31, 2010
East Hanover Ramada Inn

& Conference Center
130 Route 10 West, E. Hanover

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Letters to the Editor
Senator Kean Votes Against Gay

Marriage In Favor of Opportunity
Last week, the NJ State Senate

defeated the marriage equality bill.
Our Senator, Thomas Kean, Jr. voted
“no.” The bill would have offered
same-sex couples identical rights to
married couples such as hospital ben-
efits, insurance coverage and simply,
equality.

Senator Kean is a young senator
and is a rising politician. His vote on
Thursday represented exactly that:
politics. In 2008, Senator Kean spoke
at my high school graduation. He
promised us a bright future, and a
world of opportunity. To put it bluntly,
he contradicted himself when he de-
nied equality for all gay, lesbian and
transgender people in New Jersey.

Senator Kean is not a “bigot”. It is
clear that he wants same-sex equal-
ity. A few years back he was one of
four republicans to vote for civil
unions, which were intended to give
the same rights as marriage. Since
Kean supported civil unions, why did
he vote “no” prohibiting them to gain
the privilege of benefits that come
with marriage?

My problem with the senator’s vote
is that his motivations, in my opinion,
are clear and unapologetic. Senator
Kean sacrificed the moral high ground
for future political gain. It is clear that
he intends to run for higher office. In
my opinion, Senator Bill Beroni (who
worked on John McCain’s Presiden-
tial campaign team) the lone republi-
can vote for marriage equality also
has a bright future. However, he chose
to vote for what was equal. So why
did Senator Kean sacrifice what he
knows is right?

Unfortunately, many elected offi-
cials sacrifice their own personal be-
liefs in order to gain political oppor-
tunity. This is especially true for indi-
viduals who make political office their
full time career choice. They focus on
satisfying party leaders or lobbyists
and many times neglect their own
personal views. We need to start elect-
ing officials whose prerogative is not
to climb the political ladder, but to
make commitments to all their con-
stituents.

As an ally to the gay community,
by sending this letter, I am opening
myself to the typical criticisms of
marriage equality. I understand all
the typical opposition arguments.
Religion? There was an amendment
that provided clergy members the
right to deny performing a marriage
to same-sex couples. We had dozens
of clergy members representing 20

sects and religions that wanted to
allow same-sex marriage. [Is this]
Deterioration of family values? Dur-
ing rallies in Trenton, there were
countless same-sex families whose
children begged for their parents to
be treated as equals, who explained
they were “normal” and “healthy”.
There are some who refuse to change
the definition of marriage. Marriage
is an institution. As an institution, it is
subject to change over time. Do you
recall when people of a different race
were not allowed to wed? In short,
there is no real excuse, and Senator
Kean offered none.

A final word: I imagine when Sena-
tor Kean addresses me on the issue,
privately or publicly, he will claim
that he wants to fix civil unions so
that they provide equality for all. He
and I know this can’t be done. Aside
from the fact that same-sex couples
could never use words like “husband”
or “wife”, there are many problems
associated with civil unions. Compa-
nies and hospitals do not recognize
civil unions as equal to marriage, and
insurance coverage for same-sex part-
ners is a nightmare. Separate but equal
is all that civil unions accomplish,
and apparently Senator Kean believes
that is good enough for us.

Like it or not, marriage equality
will eventually pass in New Jersey. It
is just a matter of time. Let’s move
our politicians into the 21st century. I
urge you to research the issue, and
remember how Senator Kean voted.

Nick Brennan
Westfield

Gary Lanigan

TRENTON – Governor-Elect Chris
Christie announced the appointment
of Gary Lanigan, who previously
served in the New York City Depart-
ment of Corrections under both the
Giuliani and Bloomberg administra-
tions, to head the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Corrections. In New York
City, Mr. Lanigan served as both the
first deputy commis-
sioner and deputy com-
missioner of Adminis-
tration, overseeing all
operation functions for
the department’s 16
jails, 15 court holding
facilities, and 12,400
uniformed and civilian
personnel.

Mr. Lanigan cur-
rently serves as direc-
tor of Budgets and Fi-
nancial Management at
the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority
(MTA).

Mr. Christie said, “Gary Lanigan
has the experience, know-how and
determination needed to effectively
manage and focus to our corrections’
system. Gary will bring to the New
Jersey Department of Corrections
(DOC) an understanding and care
that is needed to not only protect the
public, but ensure positive reintegra-
tion of those currently in the system.”

Mr. Lanigan will be responsible for

overseeing the division’s $1.1 billion
budget, the operations of the 13 ma-
jor institutions, and the implementa-
tion of the many programs and com-
munity service opportunities offered
for offenders.

Mr. Lanigan is currently director of
Budgets and Financial Management
at the MTA, where he is responsible

for the overall direction
and financial planning
of the MTA’s $11-bil-
lion operating budget,
which covers approxi-
mately 70,000.

Before Mr. Lanigan
joined the MTA in
2003, he worked at the
New York City Depart-
ment of Corrections be-
ginning in 1994. Mr.
Lanigan served as first
deputy commissioner at
the New York City De-
partment of Corrections
from 1998 to 2003.

Prior to serving as first deputy com-
missioner, Mr. Lanigan served as
deputy commissioner of Administra-
tion from 1994 to 1998. He was re-
sponsible for the agency’s expense
and revenue budgets, fiscal, person-
nel, payroll, management informa-
tion services and population capacity
planning, as well as telecommunica-
tions operations. During his tenure,
the department undertook technol-
ogy initiatives in criminal justice;
computerized crime victim notifica-
tion system and the installation of
videoconferencing technology that
provides for remote interviewing ca-
pabilities of inmates on Rikers Island
with various parts of the Kings County
Supreme Court, as well as the Brook-
lyn office of the New York City Pro-
bation Department.

For nearly two decades, Mr.
Lanigan has specialized in adminis-
tration and criminal justice, particu-
larly in the areas of financial, infor-
mation and technology issues. Prior
to DOC, he served as assistant com-
missioner for Financial Affairs with
the New York City Police Depart-
ment from 1987 to 1994, managing
budget, contract and financial analy-
sis functions. From 1979 to 1987, he
was an analyst with the Mayor’s Of-
fice of Management and Budget.

Mr. Lanigan served in the U.S.
Navy from 1972 to 1975. He has a
bachelor’s degree in business admin-
istration and a master’s degree in pub-
lic administration, both from Ber-
nard M. Baruch College. He is a gradu-
ate of the Police Management Insti-
tute sponsored by the Columbia Uni-
versity Graduate School of Business.

NJ-GOP Chair Responds To Senate
Vote On Gay Marriage Legislation

TRENTON – New Jersey Republi-
can State Committee Chairman Jay
Webber last week issued the follow-
ing statement concerning the vote by
the New Jersey Senate on gay mar-
riage legislation:

“From the beginning, Republi-
cans have opposed legislative and
judicial efforts to redefine marriage

in New Jersey and called for any
changes to be put on the ballot for
voters to decide. We believe that the
majority of New Jerseyans agree
with that position, and following
the failure of this bill in today’s
(January 7) Senate vote, I am heart-
ened to see that the Senate has re-
spected the will of the people.”

Caught by Customs: Chinese Smuggle
Switchblades, Guns, Brass Knuckles

PORT NEWARK — Smugglers
attempted to send 100,000 stun guns,
brass knuckles and switchblade
knives, which they tried to misrepre-
sent as hats, CDs and bag hardware
through the Port of Newark. On Janu-
ary 4, Customs and Border Protec-
tion (CBP) officers in the Port of New
York/Newark intercepted the pack-
ages, which originated in China and
were bound for Flushing, N.Y.

CBP officers had selected several
shipping containers for examination,
when they discovered numerous pack-
ages of stun guns, brass knuckles and

switchblade knives. These items were
seized not only because they posed a
threat to public safety, but also vio-
late intellectual property right laws,
the “Switchblade Act”, and various
other import laws.

“This seizure demonstrates the con-
tinued vigilance of our CBP Offic-
ers,” stated Robert Perez, director,
Field Operations, New York Field
Office. “CBP officers in the greater
New York area are committed to in-
tercepting any threat to public safety.”

The items seized had a domestic
value of nearly $250,000.

Fill your summer with fun at Camp Yachad
Action-packed day & travel programs for kids ages 2 1/2-14

Westfield Chamber of
Commerce Request

The Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce is in need of a conference table
with chairs and folding tables and chairs.
If you are willing to donate any of these
items or know of anyone else, please
contact the office at (908) 233-3021; e-
mail  info@westfieldareachamber.com.
Any contribution is greatly appreciated.

Neil Pinkman
Acting Executive Director

Bramnick Pedestrian Safety Bill
Finally Passes Legislature

WESTFIELD —Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) was
successful in passing a new pedes-
trian safety law after several years
promoting the legislation.

“Prior law only required cars to
yield when a pedestrian was crossing
the street, which caused cars to rush
through intersections,” said
Bramnick, the new Republican Con-
ference Leader.

Under the Bramnick law, motor
vehicles will be required to stop as
soon as a person enters a crosswalk.
The law arose from traffic deaths in
downtown Westfield and throughout
the state.

The Bramnick Pedestrian Safety Bill,
A-1329, was sponsored by Sen. Tom
Kean (R-Westfield) in the Senate and
Asw. Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood)
in the Assembly. It passed both the
Senate and Assembly on the final vot-
ing session of the current term, and is
expected to be signed by the governor.

Assemblyman Bramnick added,
“Lives throughout the state will be
saved now that motorists understand
they must stop.”

Assembly Considers
Public Input Policy

TRENTON – Incoming Democratic
Assembly Speaker Sheila Oliver, As-
sembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce, incoming Assembly Major-
ity Leader Joseph Cryan (Union) and
incoming Assembly Republican Con-
ference Leader Jon Bramnick
(Westfield) will hold a joint news con-
ference Tuesday to discuss plans for
the upcoming legislative session.

One new policy item being consid-
ered for the coming year is providing
a way to enable the public to address
their concerns directly to members of
the Assembly. Currently, there is no
mechanism for the public to address
the governing body.

County Offers Free
Class On Nutrition

WESTFIELD – “How to Enjoy a
Balanced Diet on a Balanced Bud-
get” is a free, two-hour course de-
signed to help Union County resi-
dents save money on food bills and
eat healthier, tastier home-cooked
meals.

It is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, January 27, at the county
building located at 300 North Avenue
East in Westfield. Pre-registration for
the class is required. To register, call
(908) 654-9854.

“Saving money is just part of the
benefit of good nutrition,” said Dr.
Karen Ensle, a nutrition expert and
head of the Union County Extension
who will conduct the class. “Good
nutrition is a key tool for managing
weight, and it provides an energy
boost for general well-being.”

Dr. Ensle will show participants
how to cook with inexpensive, highly
nutritious ingredients instead of ex-
pensive processed foods. The class
includes meal planning, cutting down
on kitchen waste and shopping for
good deals in the supermarket.

The Rutgers Cooperative Exten-
sion of Union County, supported in
part by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, offers the class.

For more information on the class,
contact Digna Torres at (908) 654-
9854 or dtorres@ucnj.org.


