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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Volunteer

Rescue Squads

Save A Life By Joining the
Local Volunteer Rescue Squad

The State Should Get
Out of Gambling Bus.
This is an open letter to Chris Christie,

New Jersey governor-elect:
In NJ Voices: Opinions from New Jer-

sey, July 12, 2009, Kelly Heyboer wrote:
“The New Jersey Sports and Exposi-

tion Authority is at a crossroads – let’s
call it the intersection of continuing drain
on taxpayer lane and pull the plug place.
But it’s time we see the road ahead for
what it really is: a dead end.

“New Jersey Sports and Exposition
Authority’s time has passed. Let’s kill it.”

Why is New Jersey involved in casino
gambling and competitive businesses?
As governor, will you get us out of the
gaming industry?

Thank you in advance for your antici-
pated reply to this inquiry.

I urge that all citizens exercise their
right to vote, which will keep our democ-
racy vital and strong.

Frank Festa, Jr.
Scotch Plains

Holmes: Thank You,
Citizens of Union Cty.
On the occasion of my retirement from

the Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, I would like to express my deep-
est gratitude to the citizens of Union
County for their good wishes and support
throughout the years, and to my former
colleagues on the freeholder board for
their dedication and leadership in work-
ing for the public good.

Having spent almost 50 years involved
in civic affairs, I can testify that there is no
greater reward than public service, and I
am looking forward to many more years
of working on behalf of my fellow Union
County residents.

Chester Holmes
Former Member, Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders

About Ralph Jones on Game Show
In 1960s with Lucille Ball

Route 22 Crossing at Lawrence Ave.
Is Hazard Requiring Fixing

Behind Closed Doors, Healthcare Bill
Leaves Retirees Behind

Perhaps it’s a sign of the times or
another sign of the bad economy, but
fewer people seem to have the free time to
volunteer for their towns’ emergency
squads. Many municipalities, including
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and Westfield
are in dire need of volunteers to staff their
emergency squads.

“We’re in desperate need of members,”
said Joe Urso, a volunteer (Emergency
Medical Technician) EMT with the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad.

According to Dan Sullivan, Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad EMT, vacancies
tend to run in cycles and right now the
squad especially needs individuals who
can volunteer on the daytime and week-
ends. He is also anticipating the annual
decrease in volunteers during the winter
months when some EMTs go back to
school until May.

Volunteers must go through 110 hours
of EMT training, which the squad will
pay for. There are a number of courses in
the area that new members can take. Be-
fore an individual begins the EMT train-
ing course they will be certified in CPR
through their local squad and allowed to
begin to ride with the squad, Mr. Sullivan
said. Volunteers must be 16 years of age
or older in Scotch Plains and at least 17
years old in Fanwood and Westfield.

Members usually take one shift per
week and each squad has its own shift
policy, which can be directed to them

individually. As if saving lives wasn’t
enough, volunteering with the squad
brings many other rewards.

“There is great camaraderie amongst
our members. We gain not only life sav-
ing skills through our training, but also
friends and a wonderful support team in
our personal lives,” Mr. Urso said. “Our
members come from all walks of life. We
have members who are school teachers,
lawyers, paramedics, stay-at-home par-
ents, and retired individuals to name but
a few,” Mr. Urso said. He added, accord-
ing to Mr. Sullivan, “We also have a cadet
program for 16 to 18 year olds — which
they then become regular members after
the program.”

The area rescues squads are suggesting
that individuals add joining their local
squads to their New Year’s resolutions
for 2010.

To get in touch with your local squad,
please contact the following numbers or
websites.

Fanwood Rescue Squad –
fanwoodrescue.com or call (908) 322-
9000 and leave a message.

Scotch Plains Rescue Squad –
scotchplainsrescuesquad.com or call
(908) 322-2103 and leave a message.

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad –
westfieldrescuesquad.org or call (908)
233-2500 and leave a message.

Squad Members
Westfield, Fanwood, Scotch Plains

To Horace Corbin, Publisher, The
Westfield Leader: I enjoyed your letter to
me in last week’s issue of The Westfield
Leader about Ralph Jones of the Westfield
Historical Society being on Allen
Ludden’s Password game show back in
the 1960’s or ’70’s with Lucille Ball as
his partner.

Unfortunately, it was not the Ralph
Jones of the Westfield Historical Society

who is Ralph H. Jones, born in Plainfield,
and not contestant Ralph E. Jones, born in
Detroit. That doesn’t mean that your ar-
ticle shouldn’t be filed in our archives, as
Ralph E. Jones was from Westfield at the
time and it’s still a great story. Happy
New Year.

Bob Miller
Westfield

I am a Westfield resident who com-
mutes to New York City on the NJ Transit
114x bus route. The bus stop into New
York is located on the corner of Lawrence
Avenue and Route 22 (Eastbound) lo-
cated in the Borough of Mountainside.
On return trips from New York City, the
bus drops passengers off on Route 22
(Westbound) at the corner of the Lawrence
Avenue jug-handle also located in the
Borough of Mountainside. Numerous resi-
dents of Westfield, Mountainside and
other adjoining towns commute on this
bus route each day.

On January 6, at 8 pm, I witnessed, no
more than 10 feet in front of me, a Cadillac
Escalade strike a fellow commuter as we
walked across four lanes of Route 22 to
get to Lawrence Avenue. Luckily, and
amazingly, even after being tossed 20
yards to the curb, the man who was struck
survived with no head injuries or broken
bones. Thankfully, he is now resting easy
and recuperating with his wife and fam-
ily.

This is the second incident in recent
months in which a commuter was struck
by a vehicle leaving the Lawrence Av-

enue jug-handle onto Route 22 West. I
recall hearing of other similar incidents
over the years.

We commuters can only cross Route
22 when the traffic light turns green. The
vehicles waiting in the jug-handle can
also only cross over and head eastbound
when the light turns green. As such, driv-
ers and passengers both wait for the same
green light to cross over Route 22 at the
same [time]. However, it is the commut-
ers who risk their lives each dark night to
cross Route 22 to get to their cars, homes
and families.

It is imperative that the Borough of
Mountainside, Town of Westfield and
Union County work together with the
New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion and New Jersey Transit to take im-
mediate action to install precautions, such
as a lighted crosswalk, a delayed green
light or a pedestrian walkway, at the
Lawrence Avenue jug-handle to help en-
sure the safety of the residents who com-
mute to and from New York City.

Matthew Sherman
Westfield

On Christmas Eve, the U.S. Senate slid
through its own version of the healthcare
reform bill. The bill fails to protect the
earned post-retirement health care ben-
efits of tens of millions of American retir-
ees like me.

Unjustly, this legislation goes a step
further in the wrong direction by actually
financially penalizing corporations that
do the right thing by continuing to pro-
vide retiree prescription drug benefits they
promised to their former workers.

This process is being done behind
closed doors versus going through the
normal conference process, which means
retirees will again get left behind. This
appears to be an effort to pass healthcare
reform regardless of its impacts on the
public. These secret negotiations should
offend everyone, not just retirees, who
will once again be the biggest losers in
this whole debate.

I spent 26 years working for Verizon.
Aren’t my lifelong dedication and the
wages I contributed over many decades in
exchange for retirement healthcare cov-
erage worth protecting? There are 18.5
million American retirees in the same
boat who took less in wages and less
vacation over decades so their employer
could sock those funds away to pay for
our healthcare benefits in retirement.

If the Senate version of the healthcare
reform bill is mandating that it be stripped
from us, we deserve answers now from
our Senators on Capitol Hill. The Senate’s
health reform bill (H.R. 3590) lacks pro-

visions of the original House bill (H.R.
3962), which includes key protections
contained within another vital bill — The
Emergency Retiree Health Benefits Pro-
tection Act (H.R. 1322).

H.R. 1322 prohibits employers from
making post-retirement cuts or eliminat-
ing the earned health benefits of people
after they retired. In the amended Senate
legislation, it requires a change in the tax
status of payments for retiree health ben-
efits that would negatively impact many
companies’ earnings and encourage them
to actually drop drug benefits for millions
of retirees, instead of keeping it in place.
Many leading corporations including
Boeing, John Deere, MetLife, Xerox as
well as the AFL-CIO have complained
loudly about this and say they intend to
lobby against the Senate action.

The anti-retiree and anti-baby boomer
legislation that passed the Senate just as
Santa mounted his sled was nothing more
than a lump of coal in the stockings of
millions of older Americans. It encour-
ages, and in some cases will force, cor-
porations to reduce benefits. Ironically,
those of us who have already earned
health benefits by making sacrifices dur-
ing our working years now have to fight
our own elected officials. It is bewilder-
ing how our Senators can do absolutely
nothing to protect the rights of America’s
retirees.

Let’s be clear, none of us are asking for
a handout, just a guarantee that the new
federal healthcare reform bill treat us
fairly and not cancel the benefits we earned
over a lifetime. Millions of retirees who
are too young for Medicare and earn too
much for Medicaid rely heavily or in
some cases solely on these benefits. If the
Senate does not incorporate the House’s
language into the final healthcare reform
bill, there will be a financial crisis for
many of our nation’s retirees. This would
force millions into the already overbur-
dened government health care system,
inadvertently shifting more cost onto the
American taxpayers’ shoulders.

H.R. 1322 language would not cost the
taxpayers or government a dime. It sim-
ply allows companies to live up to finan-
cial commitments they made to their re-
tirees. With Congress currently working
towards combining the bills, now is the
time to act for the protection of earned
retiree healthcare benefits.

Carol Shortall
Springfield

Leave Same-Sex
Marriage Debate to

Religious Authorities
There is no question, like the abortion

issue, same-sex marriage is very contro-
versial. On the one side, you have the
supporters that state that if two people
love each other, they should be allowed to
“tie the knot.” On the other side, there are
those who claim that same-sex marriage
is a violation of centuries of traditions and
that it violates Judeo-Christian philoso-
phy. They also claim that same-sex mar-
riage opens up a slippery slope in terms of
what will be allowed to stand as marriage
in the future.

Both sides want the state to recognize
or not recognize their points of view in
law. The supporters want the state to
recognize such marriages, while the op-
ponents do not want that at all. Clearly,
both sides want government to approve
their views. By removing government
from this situation, and leaving it to the
proper religious and spiritual authorities
to perform marriages, I believe that civil
strife can be averted and peace can be
declared. This, in my opinion, would be
the true libertarian/conservative position,
and one that would please all sides.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

The Volunteer Rescue Squad Is an
Essential Service to Our Society

As written six years ago, May 13, 2004: “One of the
most rewarding ways we can contribute to our com-
munities is by supporting our volunteer rescue squads,
either by sending a contribution or volunteering. The
Westfield squad, now in its 53rd (59th, 2010) year,
averages 2,400 calls annually. Squad personnel make
life-saving transports from Westfield to several area
hospitals, including Overlook, Muhlenberg, Rahway,
Union, St. Barnabas, University, JFK, Morristown
and Trinitas. They logged about 25,000 volunteer
hours.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad is in its 67th year
(73rd, 2010). Organized on March 9, 1937, and incor-
porated on April 5, 1939, the squad is the oldest
volunteer emergency medical service organization in
Union County.

The Fanwood Rescue Squad is celebrating 56 years
(62nd, 2010) in operation, having been founded in
1948.

Mountainside has commercial operations provided
by Atlantic during weekday business hours. On nights
and weekends, volunteers provide the service. Four
hundred and eighty-nine calls were answered in
Mountainside last year (2003).

Your volunteer squads do countless good for the
communities. Sometimes, there’s a call above and
beyond normal duty. One might recall an article in our
newspaper on September 20, 2001, entitled “Rescue
Squads, Fire Departments Assisted During Trade Cen-
ter Disaster.” It read: “As soon as the World Trade
Center was hit by hijacked jets coming out of Boston on
September 11, the Union County Mutual Aid system
activated the Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood
volunteer rescue squads and the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment to assist in various places throughout the metro-
politan area. The Westfield squad assisted on Tuesday
by sending two ambulances and 15 Emergency Medi-
cal Technicians (EMTs) to Liberty State Park, where
patients were being triaged and transported to local
hospitals. The ambulances and crews were later sent to
triage centers at Ellis Island and Exchange Place in
Jersey City.

“We were still able to handle four calls in town,” said
Westfield Rescue Squad Captain Michelle Urso. “Even
though we only had one ambulance in town, we still had
members at the building and no patients were kept
waiting.” Throughout the week, more than two-thirds
of the members of the Westfield Rescue Squad volun-
teered more than 600 hours of their time. Crews were
stationed at Chelsea Piers in Lower Manhattan, Ex-
change Place in Jersey City, and several locations in
and around “ground zero”. On September 13, the
Westfield squad transported a patient injured in the
collapse from a New York City hospital to their Westfield
home.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad treated patients at
the Hoboken Ferry triage center on Tuesday. During
the week, they were stationed at Chelsea Piers and the
West Side Highway in New York City. The day after the
disaster, the township’s squad transported two firemen

who were injured at ground zero to New York hospitals.
The Fanwood Rescue Squad was not called to New

York, but participated in decontamination procedures
for commuters at the Summit train station with pharma-
ceutical firms Novartis and Schering-Plough. The squad
provided an ambulance and crew at the triage center at
Exchange Place in Jersey City on September 13.”

Our local volunteer rescue squads have highly skilled
staff, superbly dedicated — and not a single person gets
paid. But, we’re a little concerned. Contributions to
keep them in operation are way off target this year. The
rescue squad is an essential service to our society, and
we urge all of you to correct this situation. Put the
rescue squad on the top of your list.

If you’re making your will, consider including the
squad.

2010 comments: See the contact information for the
rescue squads in the story on this page.

It’s now another decade and some things have
changed, such as Muhlenberg Hospital is closed, squad
volunteerism is down, people are working harder to
maintain their income, governments are scratching for
every source of revenue while trying to reduce costs,
and property tax burdens have jumped. However, the
importance of emergency medical response for those in
need in our communities has not changed.

There are some politically sensitive issues involved.
We believe all paid fire departments in the state should
do as the Westfield Fire Department does — where the
firefighters are trained EMTs and answer medical calls
that overflow from the limited capacity of the rescue
squads. This is not the case in some fire departments,
such as in Plainfield – and because of this, extra burden
is placed on surrounding rescue squads such as from
Watchung and Fanwood to support Plainfield. We
believe the Plainfield Fire Department, which is paid,
should get their act together. The Plainfield Rescue
Squad was disbanded a few years ago when the state
pulled their charter for malfeasance.

And there are little things that can be done that can
result in big improvements. We don’t know them all,
but the insiders do.

One thing we hear is, since the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment is now answering so many medical calls that
overflow from the under-manned volunteer rescue
squad, one of the ambulances should be permanently
assigned at Firehouse Number 1 to reduce the response
time. As it now stands, the firemen must first go to the
rescue squad on Watterson Street to pick up an ambu-
lance, causing potentially serious delay while increas-
ing costs out of the necessity to drive a large fire truck
there to get the ambulance.

Community and county officials, 9-1-1 police dis-
patchers, fire departments and rescue squads should be
meeting, and everything should be put on the table, to
optimize the use of resources and streamline proce-
dures. If revisions are needed, then make them.

To enhance support, the public should be kept in-
formed of these meetings – the challenges, priorities
and solutions.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Erinaceous – Resembling a hedge-

hog
2. Acicular – Slender and pointed, like

a needle
3. Icerya – A scale insect that infests

the orange plant
4. Ozostomia – Bad breath

MELLIFEROUS
1. Producing honey
2. Flowing sweetly and smoothly, as in

song
3. Producing a yellow, strongly-stain-

ing substance
4. Entrancing; mesmerizing

CROTALIDAE
1. A hard, brittle biscuit
2. An electric eel
3. The pit vipers
4. Relating to or like a sea slug or shell-

less snail
TANIWHA

1. A guardian spirit
2. A dragonlike beast in Maori legend
3. A nocturnal Australian marsupial.

Kangaroo rat
4. A penguin

THREAP
1. To make or look smart; to dress up
2. A burrowing rodent that looks like a

mole rat
3. To confuse or stun with noise
4. To insist or quarrel

Re: Teachers’ Contract;
It’s Time to Vote on
SP Property Taxes

Two thirds of our property taxes are
from the school district, and about 75
percent of the school’s budget is salaries
and benefits. The SPFEA (teachers’ union)
contract is nearly finalized, meaning about
50 percent of your property taxes is about
to be voted upon by the board of educa-
tion. And the typical contract is for three
years.

Over the last decade, the average an-
nual salary increase for teachers has been
about 4.4 percent. Now is the time to tell
the board of education (BOE) – the offi-
cials you elect – what you think. If you
think teachers are being underpaid – let
the BOE know. If you think staff needs to
pay more into their health insurance – let
the BOE know. If you think a 4.4 percent
increase is too much in these times – let
the BOE know.

The BOE has had hardly any contact
from the public on this subject and are
likely thinking we don’t really care. If
you care, tell them now. For most of the
last contracts, the agreement has been
made with the factfinder on the final fact
finding meeting. That meeting is January
25. If you want to voice your opinion (and
the board is moved by public input), you
need to either send an e-mail directly to
the board members or call them.

The BOE e-mail and phone can be
found at spfk12.org/sp-
f_board_members.htm. Now is the time
to cast your “vote” on your property taxes.

Craig Nowlin
Scotch Plains

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

See More Letters Page 5


