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Citizens’ Campaign Unveils
Gov. Cost-Cutting Proposals

METUCHEN — The Citizens’
Campaign has unveiled a menu of 10
model local government cost-cutting
proposals designed to help put the
brakes on rising property taxes now
under even greater pressure due to the
state’s growing budget crisis.

Among the proposals are joining
or forming a regional emergency dis-
patch service, eliminating benefits
for part-time elected officials and pro-
fessionals, sharing computer admin-
istration between a  municipality and
school board and the performance of
energy audits for government build-
ings and vehicles.

The proposals include a Salary
Sunshine Online model law by which
municipalities would place on their
website the top five salaries in each
department, the overtime costs and
all labor contracts.

According to Campaign leaders,
responsible government waste reduc-
tion is the next big challenge facing
New Jersey. They point out that two-
thirds of New Jersey taxpayer dollars
are spent at the local level. The up-
coming $9 billion state budget deficit
will also mean that state funds for
municipalities and school districts
will drop drastically, raising the spec-
ter of skyrocketing property taxes
and shrinking services, according to
The Citizens’ Campaign.

The Citizens’ Campaign’s Jersey
Call to Service will recruit citizens to
present the model cost-cutting pro-
posal of their choice to their home-
town governing bodies. The Citizens’
Campaign used a similar strategy of
residents winning the adoption of lo-
cal pay-to-play reform laws to gener-
ate the momentum that resulted in
New Jersey adopting the strongest
state-level pay-to-play government
contracting reforms in the country.

“New Jersey faces an immediate
budget crisis at all levels of govern-
ment and a long-term budget prob-
lem that we cannot simply wish away.
It is time for New Jersey citizens to
step up to the plate and constructively
advance the cost efficiencies needed
to stop property taxes from skyrock-
eting and to ensure that essential ser-
vices can still be delivered,” Citizens’
Campaign Chairman Harry Pozycki
said. “The goal of the effort is not
only to win adoption of these critical
cost-saving measures, but to build a
culture of savings where citizens and
elected officials focus on construc-
tive ways to address the property tax
crisis and put frugality front and cen-
ter.”

Model Cost-Cutting Proposals The

model proposals are briefly summa-
rized below:

Becoming part of or forming a re-
gional dispatching service thereby
saving funds in the area of dispatcher
services. Or, if a municipality still
uses police officers as dispatchers
and there is strong resistance to using
regional dispatching, move to using
civilians as dispatchers. Montgom-
ery Township is saving between
$600,000 and $750,000 annually from
the full regionalization of their four
dispatcher services:

Eliminating benefits for part-time
elected officials and professionals. In
health insurance costs, this would be
a savings of between $12,000 and
$20,000 per person depending mainly
on whether the benefits were indi-
vidual or family. (If co-pays are re-
quired those numbers would be some-
what reduced.)

Sharing of computer administra-
tion (network administrator) between
the municipality and the school board
— share the cost of the contract. This
could generate savings in the $60,000
to $70,000 range depending on the
size of the municipality. Formation
of an on-going committee to explore
potential cost-savings by implement-
ing other shared service arrangements
between the municipality and the
school board.

Also recommended was:
Sunshining On-Line to include bud-
get summaries, the top 10 percent or
salaries or top five salaries for each
department, whichever is greater,
overtime per department and all labor
contracts; merging zoningand plan-
ning board for towns with less than
15,000 residents as permitted by the
Municipal Land Use Law and con-
densing redevelopment authority
functions in the governing body and
planning board; contracting with
county road departments for munici-
pal road repairs, saving significant
costs associated with bidding and
private contractor oversight; contract-
ing out vehicle maintenance; reduc-
ing the number of weekly trash pickup
days after the summer months (Me-
morial Day-Labor Day); forming
mayor’s task forces on municipal ser-
vice efficiencies and community ser-
vice supports.

This new government cost-cutting
effort is part of the Citizens’
Campaign’s “Jersey Call to Service
Campaign,” a public service initia-
tive to inspire 5,000 citizens to par-
ticipate in the leadership of their com-
munities and reverse the tide of gov-
ernment waste and corruption.
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Same-Sex-Marriage Bill
Defeated, 20-14, In Senate

The Freedom of Religion and
Equality in Civil Marriage Act, S-
1967, better known as the same-sex
marriage bill, was defeated by a tally
of 20-14 in the state senate on Janu-
ary 7. Locally, Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(LD-21, Westfield) voted against the
measure while Senators Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Union) and Nicholas Scutari
(LD-22 Linden) voted in favor of the
legislation. Garden State Equality, a
proponent of the measure, has vowed
to go to court to legalize same-sex
marriages in the state.

Medical Marijuana Bill
Passed by NJ Assembly

The state Assembly passed the New
Jersey Compassionate Use Medical
Marijuana Act on Monday by a tally
of 48-14. The legislation, sponsored
by Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22, Lin-
den), was previously passed by the
senate last February by a vote of 22-
16. The legislation now heads to Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine for consideration.
If signed New Jersey would become
the 14th state to legalize the use of
marijuana for patients.

Three Corzine Cabinet
Members Get Pink Slips

Gov.-elect Chris Christie has
given three members of outgoing
Governor Jon Corzine’s cabinet
notice that will be dismissed, ac-
cording to the Star Ledger. In a
hand-delivered letter, Mr. Christie’s
chief of staff Richard Bagger in-
formed Children and Families Com-
missioner Kimberly Ricketts,
Health and Senior Services Com-
missioner Heather Howard and Pub-
lic Advocate Ronald Chen that they
would be off the state payroll as of
January 19, inauguration day.

Lesniak Robber Gets
Four Years In Prison

Antoine Neal, 41, one of the two
men who robbed state Senator
Raymond Lesniak (LD-20, Eliza-
beth) in his Elizabeth home last year,
has been sentenced to four years in
state prison. Co-defendant, Brian
Kinney, 27, was able to avoid jail
time because he had a lesser record,
according to The Star-Ledger.

Neal and Kinney admitted to enter-
ing Mr. Lesniak’s home near Kean
University by smashing a basement
window. They stole $600, some eu-
ros, a cell phone, keys and bottles of
wine.

Autopsy Shows Consultant
Died From Drug Overdose

An autopsy of the body of Hudson
County political consultant Jack
Shaw, found dead days after being
arrested in last summer’s sweeping
bribery sting, died of a prescription
drug overdose, according to a Star-
Ledger report on the results of the
autopsy.

State Panel to Vote on
$44 Million to Cities

A state legislative committee has
authorized $44 million to a fund for
distressed cities on top of $117.4 mil-
lion previously budgeted, the Star
Ledger has reported. Gov.-elect Chris
Christie warned cities last week they
would have to do without this money
next year. The state’s Local Finance
Board was scheduled to vote January
13 on aid to five cities: $27 million for
Paterson, $2.5 million for Bridgeton,
$11 million for Union City, $67 mil-
lion for Camden and $14 million for
Jersey City.

Head of Essex Bd. of Elections
Indicted in Scheme

The state Attorney General’s Office
has indicted the Essex County Superin-
tendent of Elections Carmine Casciano,
63, of West Caldwell, on charges that
he gave unauthorized paid days off to
county employees working on political
campaigns and then told them to de-
stroy or alter their logs, The Star-Led-
ger reported.

Casciano faces a maximum sentence
of 10 years in state prison, a criminal
fine of up to $150,000 and a lifetime
ban on any future public employment.
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Legislation to allow illegal immi-
grants to pay in-state tuition at New
Jersey colleges was pulled by senate
leaders on Monday thus killing the
legislation for now. Senator Ronald
Rice  (D-Essex), the bill’s sponsor,
said the legislation was five votes short
of what was needed to pass, according
to the Philadelphia Inquirer.
Lawmakers Pull Waiting Period

For Casino Industry Jobs
Trenton lawmakers on on Monday

removed a two-year waiting period
for state officials seeking jobs in
the state’s casino industry. Officials
can now immediately obtain a range
of jobs including planning, account-
ing and lobbying in the casino in-
dustry.

Tuition for Illegal Immigrants
Pulled Before Senate Vote

Garwood Announces
Municipal Appointments

GARWOOD — Garwood Mayor
Dennis McCarthy and the borough
council made the following appoint-
ments during the borough’s January
1 reorganization meeting.

Robert Renaud, borough attorney;
Steven Rogut, bonding attorney; Rob-
ert Cagnassola, borough auditor;
Sandra Burns, treasurer; Steven
Merman, municipal prosecutor; Scott
Marinelli, public defender; Martha
Marino, court administrator; Angela
Gattozzi, deputy court administrator;
Frederick Corbitt, recycling coordi-
nator; Wayne Frew, fire chief; Michael
Tharaldsen, assistant fire chief;
Leonard Spina, superintendent of fire
apparatus. All of the above are one-
year terms.

Planning board, Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli, Sandro Villaraut, Robert
Montaign, Kathleen Villaggio (one-year
terms) and Robert Schor (two-year term).

Borough Council standing com-
mittees: Police, Public Health and
Safety, Councilmen Jonathan Linken,
chairman; Stephen Napolitano and
Keith Sluka; Streets, Roads and Ecol-
ogy, Mr. Sluka, chairman, Mr.
Petruzzelli and Mr. Linken; Fire, Mr.
Petruzzelli, Mr. Sluka, and Mr.
Napolitano; and Finance, Mr.

Napolitano, Mr. Linken, and Coun-
cilman Anthony Sytko; Buildings and
Grounds, chairman, Mr. Sytko, Coun-
cilman Timothy Hak, and Mr.
Petruzzelli; Laws and License, chair-
man, Mr. Sytko, Mr. Linken, and Mr.
Sluka; Recreation, Mr. Petruzzelli,
Mr. Sluka and Mr. Napolitano; liai-
sons, Committee on Aging, Mr.
Petruzzelli; Borough Library, Mr. Hak
(mayor’s representative); school
board liaison, Mr. Sluka, and Trans-
portation on Advisory Council repre-
sentative, Mr. Hak.

Other appointments include: school
crossing guards (one-year terms),
Diane Cerillo, Teresa Cuccaro, Linda
Knierim, Janet Korinchak, Matilda
Froat, Rosemary Snow, Kyren Reed,
Walter Wise, Margaret Staba, and
Doug Knierim, and alternates, Rob-
ert Froat, Laura Rigano, Lauren
Montagne, Diane Petraccora, Katie
Knierim, and Nery Gonzalez; Joan
VanNatta and Heather Legg, board of
health (three-year terms); Christine
DiGiacomo, Garwood Free Public
Library trustee (five-year term); Jack
Sullivan, recreation committee (five-
year term); Michelle Abbaticola,
Anne Leonard, Thomas Englese, Tom
Evelina, Chris Taylor, and Betty Galdi
(one-year term); Sue Baron, Theresa
Janasee, Debbie McCarthy, Sam
Rocco, and Peggy Staba, Garwood
Municipal Alliance (one-year term).

Emergency Management Council,
Len DiStefano, deputy coordinator;
William Legg, police chief; Wayne
Frew, fire chief; Frederick Corbitt,
public works superintendent; Dr. E.
Calcara; John Drone, first aid; Donald
Guarriello, engineer; Emmett Gar-
ner, public information officer; Tho-
mas Spera, shelter coordinator and
radiological officer; Paul Josewitch,
technical advisor; Joseph Ragonse,
business representative; representa-
tives from service organizations,
Knights of Columbus, Michael
O’Donnell; VFW Ladies Auxiliary,
Catherine Madara; Fire Department
Ladies Auxiliary, Lucille Bonfanti;
Health, Eileen Kufta; Law, William
Legg; First Aid, John Drone; histori-
cal committee (one-year term), Ann
Guerriero, Linda Koenig, Patricia
Koenig, Anne Leonard and Mary
Wanca.

Union County Community Rev-
enue Sharing Committee, Mayor
Dennis McCarthy and Kathleen
Villaggio (one-year term), Mr. Linken
(alternate), and Union County Solid
Waste Advisory Council, Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma (one-year
term).

Ex-Pastor Arrested for
Defrauding Immigrants

ELIZABETH – A former pastor
for the Salvation Army in Plainfield
was arrested Tuesday after a Grand
Jury indicted the man on 14 counts of
theft by deception.

Pastor Enoc Tito Sotelo, 50, of
Kinston, N.C. is accused of promising
immigrants that he would help them
obtain green cards through a “Florida
attorney.” He collected thousands of
dollars from them purportedly to pay
for travel to and from Florida and
obtain the documents, said Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

None of the victims, however, re-
ceived their green cards, authorities
said, because none of them were ac-
tually qualified for National Interest
Waivers. Sotelo, who told each of the
victims that he was working with an
attorney named Oscar Ruiz, collected
$4,000 from each of the victims. An
investigation revealed that Sotelo told
the victims that $500 from each pay-
ment would go to the Salvation Army,
something disputed by the organiza-
tion, Mr. Romankow said.

The investigation also revealed that
Ruiz was never an attorney and had
been under a cease and desist order
from the Florida Bar Association since
1999 barring him from performing
any immigration related work for
anyone, authorities said. The alleged
fraud was uncovered when a number
of victims complained to local His-
panic community activists, who re-
ported the fraud to police.

A Grand Jury indicted Sotelo last
month and he surrendered to authori-
ties in Elizabeth. He posted $2,000
cash, 10 percent of his $20,000 bail,
and was released. He also forfeited
his Passport. He is scheduled for a
court appearance on January 25 be-
fore state Superior Court Judge Stuart
Peim in Elizabeth. If convicted on the
charges he faces up to 70 years in
prison, authorities said.

Anyone with information about the
case is asked to contact Detective Johnny
Ho at (908) 527-4551 or Detective
Edwin Maldoanado of the Plainfield
Police Department at (908) 753-3047.


