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RETIRING CHAIRMAN...On Tuesday night last week, the Scotch Plains
Democratic Committee presented former chairman Dick Samuel, right, with a
plaque for his service to the organization. Pictured at left is Chairman Louis
Beckerman.

Jessica Jaskula for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EDUCATORS OF THE ROUNDTABLE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education members and PTA Council
members met Monday for their annual roundtable discussion. The event, which was open to the public, was attended by
approximately 50 people. PTA Council Vice-President Susan Johnson led the discussions.

Lauren S. Barr for The Times
SAVE OUR SCHOOL…Parents and children rally outside Saint Agnes Roman
Catholic Church in Clark Saturday evening to protest the planned closure of Saint
Agnes School. Supporters claim the school is still viable and that avenues to keep
it open were not sufficiently pursued, while Pastor Dennis Cohan has stated that
efforts to preserve it proved unsuccessful.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SWORN TO SERVE...Fanwood Council President Russell Huegel, left, admin-
isters the oath of office to the borough’s new police officer, Elliot Bernard, at
Tuesday night’s council meeting, as Mr. Bernard’s wife looks on.

Ken Anderson Named SP
Zoning Board Chairman

SP-F BOE and PTA Meet For
Annual Roundtable Discussions
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) members and PTA Council
members met Monday for their an-
nual roundtable discussion.

The event, which was open to the
public, brought in approximately 50
people. PTA Council Vice-President
Susan Johnson led the discussions.

The BOE asked the PTA, since
many groups participate in
fundraising, what their thoughts were
on how best to coordinate fundraisers
through a volunteer network.
Fundraising is one goal of the BOE’S
strategic plan.

“Our purposes are the same; we’re
all here to serve our children,” said
PTA Council President Jeanne Cleary.
She said that the PTA will aim to
“work more collaboratively among
the schools and with the board,” and
to streamline the calendar so there
“are not so many [fundraising] dupli-
cates.”

Audience member Jane Costello
said that having someone oversee
fundraising at a more global level

would make it easier for the PTA,
because the PTA experiences high
levels of turnover that often make it
difficult to distinguish what has been
done in the past. Another attendee
suggested a joint effort for big-ticket
items that could benefit all schools,
such as projectors or sports equip-
ment, to get “more for a better price.”

The PTA asked the status of the
solar panel project at Terrill Middle
School. “Our architect is complet-
ing plans and will be making a pre-
sentation at our first meeting in Feb-
ruary,” said Board member Rob
O’Connor. The board is working on
a bond referendum, he said. Al-
though, he said, funds may come
from the state and through grant
money and energy saving.

“The project should pay for itself
in five years,” said Business Admin-
istrator Anthony Del Sordi. He said
that if more funds are available in the
future, it is possible that solar panel-
ing could be installed elsewhere, such
as at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

The BOE said that introducing a
non-Western foreign language into
the curriculum was part of its strate-
gic plan and asked the PTA what it
thought would be the most beneficial
language for students. Mandarin and
Farsi were both discussed during the
strategic planning process, said Board
President Trip Whitehouse.

Language supervisor Linda Ma-
terna said that Mandarin is the most
common non-traditional language
offered in the school districts in New
Jersey that she surveyed.

She said that a survey would be sent
to parents, who have children enrolled
in World Language, at the end of Janu-
ary to get their feedback on the current
World Language program and what
they would like to see offered in the
future. Middle school and high school
students will be surveyed on the pro-

gram after that, she said.
Superintendent of Schools Marga-

ret Hayes said that if the district chose
to offer Mandarin, it would begin at
the high school level, given its rigor
and since it would be a new program.
Initially, the school district could con-
sider sharing a teacher with another
district, she said.

The PTA Council asked the BOE
how its members take the pulse of
issues and concerns of the parents
and caregivers in the school district,
and how the BOE will incorporate
these matters in the strategic plan.

“We rely oftentimes on the PTA,”
said Mr. Whitehouse, calling it “one
of [the] most valuable pipelines.”

Mr. Whitehouse added that they
invited staff and community mem-
bers to participate in the strategic
planning process.

Additionally, he said board mem-
bers often informally socialize with
parents at places such as the district’s
concerts and sporting events.

“We try to be out there, but we rely
on you to contact us if you have
concerns large or small,” he said.

One attendee asked about class size,
noting that a third-grade class went
from four sections to three. Superin-
tendent Hayes said that she is always
concerned about class size, and that
the board always continues to study
enrollment. Determining how many
sections are needed, she said, is “a
matter of how the enrollment holds
and what the budget will support.”

One mother of elementary school
children said that she was concerned
after seeing children left alone on the
playground before school. “I was the
only mom on the playground at 10
after eight [in the morning],” she said.
She said she witnessed three young
children try to run into woods behind
the school to see if the “pond was
frozen.”

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Ken Ander-
son was selected as chairman of the
zoning board of adjustment and Tim
Livolsi was chosen to serve as vice-
chairman at the board’s reorganiza-
tion meeting last week. Mr. Ander-
son, who had served as vice-chair-
man of the board for the past several
years, replaces long-time chairman
Jim Fawcett, who Mr. Anderson called
“invaluable to us,” adding that Mr.
Fawcett had “worked tirelessly to
make this board operate.” The board
also welcomed its newest member,
Llewellyn Jones, who was appointed
as an alternate member earlier this
month. Vincent Loughlin was reap-
pointed as board attorney and Bar-
bara Horev was named board secre-
tary.

After its brief reorganization meet-
ing, the board gave final approval to
an application by Louis Novello to
raze an existing garage at a two-fam-
ily house he owns on Westfield Av-
enue and to replace it with a new
garage for his tenants to use.

Originally, Mr. Novello had sought
approval to erect a three-car garage,
with two bays to be used by the ten-
ants and the third to be used by him to
store lawnmowers and other equip-
ment used to maintain the property.

After several board members ex-
pressed concern last month about the
size of a three-car garage and the
possibility that the third bay could be
used to store equipment related to Mr.
Novello’s masonry business, Mr.
Novello submitted revised plans for a
two-car structure that measures 22
feet by 22 feet, with aluminum siding
that will match the house. Mr. Novello
confirmed at last Thursday’s hearing

that he would not use the garage for
any commercial purposes.

The board also approved an appli-
cation from Luisa Blanco to erect a
covering over the rear patio area at
her Stout Avenue home. She said her
patio would not have walls or screens.
The board, as part of its approval,
added a condition that there be no
action taken that could turn the patio
area into an enclosed living space.

At its next meeting, set for Febru-
ary 4, the zoning board of adjustment
has scheduled to continue the hearing
on an application by Candido
Rodriguez of 29 Yarmouth Village, in
the Southwick Village condominium
development, to create a third bed-
room in his unit by splitting in half an
existing bedroom.

At an initial hearing in October,
Mr. Rodriguez said he needed the
additional bedroom because he had
gained custody of his two children
from a previous marriage, who are
living with him and his wife and their
own two children. At the time, board
members were hesitant to approve
the application without a formal de-
termination from the Southwick
condo association about Mr.
Rodriguez’s proposal and some indi-
cation of whether it would be allowed
under the master deed and the rules of
the association.

Mr. Rodriguez said at the time that
he had written to the Southwick condo
association, spelling out his proposal
and had heard no objection to his
plan. But the board maintained that it
wanted a formal communication from
the association about the proposal.
The application was set to continue at
the board’s December meeting, but
was postponed and then rescheduled
again at Mr. Rodriguez’s request.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

FW-SP Shared Services Report Not
Ready; Trigo Named Acting Chief

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil held its first regular monthly meet-
ing of 2010 Tuesday night, with new
Council President Russell Huegel
presiding in place of Mayor Colleen
Mahr, who was unable to attend.

Fanwood Police Lieutenant Rich-
ard Trigo was appointed acting police
chief effective Monday, February 1,
due to the retirement of current Po-
lice Chief Donald Domanoski.

During the meeting’s public com-
ment portion, two residents asked
questions about a report expected
from a state grant-funded shared ser-

vices study. The study is intended to
help Fanwood and Scotch Plains
“identify cost savings and
efficiencies for each of the
municipalities,” according
to Fanwood’s website.

Borough officials had in-
dicated they expected the
consultant’s report to be
available in December.

“Is that still on track?”
asked resident Michael
Lewis.

Fanwood Administrator Eleanor
McGovern said that the report, while
not yet final, is being reviewed by the
Shared Services Committee because

“there are things to resolve before it
goes to [the borough] council.”

Resident Joe Nagy asked
for elaboration as to whether
the report is complete.

“We have the report,” re-
sponded Mrs. McGovern.
“But it’s in draft form.” She
added that the Shared Ser-
vices Study Committee is
reviewing the document and
may make changes before it

is submitted to the governing body
and made public.

Mr. Nagy asked when that might
be.

“We’re thinking probably March,”
answered Mrs. McGovern.

Also during public comments Tues-
day night, Mr. Lewis asked for an
update on requested traffic counts
along Shady Lane.

Councilman Anthony Parenti re-
sponded that the data from the latest
counts is still being reviewed, but
preliminary results show that traffic
on Shady Lane and across the bor-
ough in general is less than what it
was a year ago.

In light of that, Mr. Parenti said Mr.
Lewis’ suggestions for right-turn-only
restrictions and one-side-of-the-street
parking on Shady Lane probably will
not be implemented.

“The [traffic] counts are not calling
for it,” said Mr. Parenti, who also
noted that there have been no com-
plaints and parking on one side of
Shady Lane might encourage speed-
ing.

Mr. Lewis also pointed to the need
for repaving on a section of LaGrande
Avenue between South Avenue and
Poplar, and on Poplar between
LaGrande and Winfield.

The meeting also featured the pre-
sentation of a grant by the Fanwood
Community Foundation in the amount
of nearly $2,000 to TV-35, which
plans to use the funds to buy needed
equipment. TV-35 also received a
donation from a private resident in
honor of her late husband.

Two appointments were made to
the recreation commission: Joe
Valenti was made a full member, and
Tracey Fletcher was made an alter-
nate. Both terms run two years.

In other business, the governing
body approved a series of resolu-
tions. Among them were measures
appointing the borough’s Emer-
gency Response Team; authorizing
the cancellation of tax refunds to-
taling less than $10, and approving
the return of the balance of a plan-
ning board escrow following the
completion of a citizen’s project
involving a variance.

Cranford Vows Scrutiny of
Affordable Housing Report

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee on Tuesday reluctantly
approved a court-ordered payment to
a consultant for her report in connec-
tion with ongoing affordable housing
litigation, but members vowed to care-
fully review both the report and the
consultant’s billings.

At its first regular meeting of the
year, the committee voted 4-1 to ap-
prove the payment to Elizabeth
McKenzie, who was a court-ap-
pointed court master asked to prepare
a report in connection with litigation
involving Cranford’s affordable hous-
ing obligations and developers,
Lehigh Acquisition and Cranford De-
velopment Associates.

Committee members expressed
their displeasure with the outlines of
the report, which they had received
earlier in the day, but had yet to re-
view in detail. Committeeman Daniel
Aschenbach, who voted against ap-
proving the payment, described Ms.
McKenzie’s report as “horrible” and
“inaccurate in a number of cases.”
Without providing details for his dis-
satisfaction, he said the township com-
mittee would “scrutinize” Ms.
McKenzie’s invoices to the township
carefully. Other committee members
agreed with Mr. Aschenbach’s senti-
ments, although all four voted to ap-
prove the court-ordered expenditure.

“None of us like it,” Committee-
man David Robinson said in announc-
ing he would “reluctantly” vote to
make the payment. He said the ex-
penditure was “not a good use of tax

dollars.”
Committeeman Mark Dugan told

The Times after the meeting that com-
mittee members needed some time to
carefully read Ms. McKenzie’s re-
port before offering any detailed com-
ments, although he did say the con-
clusions in her report were not favor-
able to the township.

In other business, the committee
introduced three ordinances that will
be voted on at public hearings on
February 9. One, according to Mr.
Dugan, will increase conservation
center fees to $65 for the first two
vehicles in a household and $55 for
each additional vehicle. Another or-
dinance will place a yield sign at the
intersection of Hampton Street and
Berkeley Place for those traveling
west on Hampton Street. A third ordi-
nance sets out regulations for trash
containers and dumpsters.

Deputy Mayor Martha Garcia said
containers and dumpsters would need
to be covered and would not be al-
lowed to leak anything into munici-
pal storm water sewers. Additionally,
any containers located in a public
right of way would need to have light
reflectors affixed to them.

At the beginning of the committee’s
meeting, Police Chief Eric Mason
announced that the fourth session of
the citizens police academy had been
completed and presented certificates
to 12 of the 13 participants. He called
the program “an integral part of com-
munity policing” and “critical to the
success of the police department and
our efforts to keep Cranford safe.”


