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RETIRING CHAIRMAN...On Tuesday night, last week, the Scotch Plains Demo-
cratic Committee presented former chairman Dick Samuel, pictured right, with
a plaque for his service to the organization. Democratic Chairman Louis Beckerman
is pictured at left.
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Westfield Police Hires
Post University as a criminal justice
major. In 2004, Officer Black joined
the United States Marine Corps, where
she earned the rank of sergeant. Dur-
ing a tour in Habbaniya, Iraq, Officer
Black served as an instructor at the
Advanced Infantry Training Center.
She also trained female Marines and
Iraqi search teams to inspect persons
at entry and traffic control points.

She graduated from the Union
County Police Academy, where she
served as a squad leader. Officer Black
joined the Westfield Police Depart-
ment on January 4, and will be as-
signed to the Patrol Division.

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
said the new six officers are replacing
the following officers, who all retired
last year: Lt. James Schneider, Lt.
Carmen Brocato, Detective James
McCullough, Officer Robert Bartkus,

Officer Vincent Hatala and Officer
Christopher Wolfson.

“The department has been in a
unique position the last four years,”
the chief said. “Since January of 2006,
18 officers have retired. That is 31
percent of the force. Also, just this
week, Detective Sergeant Andrew
Gallagher and Officer Robert Weiss
have announced their retirements. We
currently stand at 58 police officers,
down from a high of 59 a year ago.”

He added, “I credit the smooth tran-
sition over the last years to the hard
work of our officers and supervisors
who are still with us, as well as the
new recruits who have joined us.”

All of the new officers will spend
the first three months in an intensive
in-service training program, and each
will be assigned to a certified police
training officer.

CARING...Secretary of State Nina Mitchell Wells recently addressed the gradu-
ates of CONTACT We Care’s (CWC) Volunteer Training Class. Also present
were CWC President Amy Green of Westfield, Rowena Madden of the Governor’s
Office of Volunteerism, and CWC board member Karen Yutsus of Mountainside.
See story on page 7.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, January 4, Ryeshon Peteet,
37, of Newark was arrested at the
north side Westfield train station on an
outstanding Irvington criminal war-
rant in the amount of $500. Peteet was
unable to post bail and was turned
over to the Irvington Police Depart-
ment.

Tuesday, January 5, Westley
Clarkson, 20, of Westfield was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad and Elm Streets and
charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana. He
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed, and released
with a summons.

Tuesday, January 5, Breman
Bookhart, Jr., 43, of Irvington was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
East Broad and Prospect Streets on an
active North Plainfield warrant in the
amount of $1,269. He was turned over
to North Plainfield authorities.

Wednesday, January 6, Clarence
Williams, 47, of Newark was arrested
during a traffic stop in the area of
Central Avenue and Cacciola Place.
Williams was wanted on a no-bail
Union County Sheriff ’s Office
(UCSO) warrant and an Elizabeth
criminal warrant in the amount of $250.
He was transported to Westfield po-
lice headquarters, processed and turned
over to the UCSO.

Wednesday, January 6, a business
located on the 300 block of East South
Avenue reported a burglary, in which
approximately $180 in cash was taken.

Wednesday, January 6, a resident of
the 500 block of North Chestnut Street
reported being the victim of identity
theft, through which someone opened
multiple credit card accounts.

Thursday, January 7, a Linden resi-
dent reported the theft of $27 cash
from his wallet, which had been left
unattended at the north side Westfield
train station. The wallet was recov-
ered, with the cash missing.

Thursday, January 7, burglaries were
reported at two residences on Sandy
Hill Road. In the first incident, three
gold chains, valued at $200 each, and
a digital camera valued at $200 were
removed from the home. The second
incident involved the theft of $80 in
cash from a nightstand.

Thursday, January 7, an attempted
burglary was reported at a residence
on Moss Avenue. The residence is
located in close proximity to two bur-
glaries that were reported on the next
street – Sandy Hill Road.

Friday, January 8, Lenard Robinson,
39, of East Orange was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on war-
rants from Westfield, for $96; East
Orange, for $137, and Newark, for
$350. He was released after posting
bail for the Westfield amount and be-
ing released on his own recognizance
by East Orange and Newark.

Friday, January 8, Michael Ruzek,
19, of Scotch Plains was arrested after
responding to Westfield police head-
quarters to satisfy an active Westfield
traffic warrant in the amount of $99.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Saturday, January 9, Nicholas
Melchiorre, 33, of Cranford was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
at East Broad and Elmer Streets on an
outstanding Monmouth Junction traf-
fic warrant in the amount of $500 and
a North Wildwood warrant in the
amount of $185. Bail was posted, with
future court dates to be announced.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, January 5, Tymyum Webb,

19, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, January 6, Willie Jones,
58, of Vadalia, Ga. was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Wednesday, January 6, a resident
reported that she dropped off her hand-
bag, valued at $1,600, at a Park Av-
enue store and when she went to pick
it up, it was missing.

Wednesday, January 6, a resident of
Park View Drive reported that some-
one removed $600 from her bank ac-
count without her authorization.

Thursday, January 7, Bridgette
Robinson, 45, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Thursday, January 7, Verna Dillard,
59, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle

stop. She was transported to police
headquarters, where she was processed
and released.

Friday, January 8, a student at Union
Catholic High School reported that
someone removed her iPod, valued at
approximately $250, from her purse.

Friday, January 8, a resident of Scot-
land Place reported that someone
slashed the tires on his motor vehicle
while it was parked in the street.

Sunday, January 10, Virginia Bates,
23, of Roselle Park was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Sunday, January 10, Allison
Colligan, 19, of Newark was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after a mo-
tor vehicle stop. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Mountainside
Friday, January 8, a resident came

into police headquarters to report that
he had been fired from his place of
employment located on Globe Avenue,
and when he went to say goodbye to
his co-workers, his supervisor grabbed
him by the arm and asked him to leave.

Friday, January 8, Darry R. DeJesus,
21, of Wood Haven, N.Y. was arrested
and charged with possession of stolen
property and driving with a suspended
license after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. According to police, the
suspect borrowed the vehicle from a
family member and after several un-
successful attempts by the victim to
contact the suspect in order to have the
vehicle returned, the victim reported
the vehicle stolen.

Friday, January 8, Miguel Cirne,
24, of Union was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
and driving with a suspended license
after a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
According to police, Cirne was seen
driving erratically and after being
stopped, the officer smelled the strong
odor of alcohol. He was given mul-
tiple sobriety tests at the scene, which
he failed, and was transported to po-
lice headquarters, authorities said.

Friday, January 8, Leroy N. Wall,
43, of Newark was picked up at the
Essex County jail for contempt of
court. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed.

Saturday, January 9, James A.
Sabino, 43, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with DWI after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22. Ac-
cording to police, Sabino was stopped
for careless driving, at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. He
failed multiple sobriety tests and was
arrested and transported to police head-
quarters, authorities said.

Saturday, January 9, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that
someone had made $695 worth of
fraudulent charges to her credit card
at an online jeweler. According to
police, the victim notified the credit
card company and the account was
closed. The incident is under investi-
gation.

CO Leak Sends Three
Women to Hospital

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Fire
Department (WFD) Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMTs) treated
three office workers, on January 6,
who worked at 123 Quimby Street,
for carbon monoxide poisoning after
the WFD found high levels of the
chemical inside the building.

Fire Chief Dan Kelly said the
firefighters received the call at 10:40
a.m. at which time they found the
women, employees of a second-floor
business, complaining of headaches
and nausea.

“Their injuries did not appear to be
life-threatening,” Chief Kelly said.
He said they were taken to Overlook
Hospital in Summit as a “purely pre-
cautionary” measure.

Chief Kelly said the carbon mon-
oxide was traced to construction
workers who were cutting concrete
floors in the basement with gas-pow-
ered saws as part of soil-remediation
work for a previous oil leak from an
underground oil tank that had been
removed.

Firefighters evacuated and venti-
lated the building. Chief Kelly said
the construction workers were in-
structed to change their method of
removing the concrete floors. They
switched to electric jack hammers.

He said employees were allowed to
re-enter the building at 11:45 a.m.

efits. The WISSA agreed to increase
its health insurance out-of-pocket
costs, and drop its indemnity insur-
ance plan in favor of a point-of-ser-
vice plan, in exchange for a higher
salary. The starting salary of parapro-
fessionals will increase from $14,191
to $14,694, during the agreement term
from July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2012.

Board Vice-President Julia Walker
also said, “Some of the bonuses went
up.”

At the start of the meeting, Busi-
ness Administrator Robert Berman
and Anita O’Neal, assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum, each presented
to the board a status of the current
school year’s budget.

Mr. Berman gave an outlay of the
2009-2010 operations budget, total-
ing $84.5 million. Of that amount,
the facilities budget represents 3.4
percent and transportation, 3.2 per-
cent. The total operating costs for
facilities is $7.2 million, including
salaries.

Facilities has a total staff of 59.2,
with salaries, benefits and related
costs totaling $4.3 million while trans-
portation costs total $2.7 million, and
property and liability insurance add
up to $414,293.

Mr. Berman said he “absolutely”
does not expect the rate of increase of
costs for facilities, transportation and
property insurance to go above the 4
percent state cap.

Responding to board member Rich
Mattessich’s question regarding
shared services, Mr. Berman said the
district shares services with the town
such as salt for snowy days, gasoline
for district vehicles, and services with
the Department of Public Works.
Board President Ginny Leiz said the
town and the district are buying con-
jointly a groomer for the two turf
fields in town.

Mr. Mattessich also asked if the
district has considered using solar
panels. Ms. Dolan said the “technol-
ogy is getting better and the costs are
coming down.”

“I would guess the time is getting
close when we could do that,” she said.

Ms. O’Neal presented the district’s
mandated programs, Achieve and
Basic Skills Improvement, for stu-
dents who need additional help, and
English Language Learners (ELL),
the district’s Gifted’ program, for stu-
dents who qualify for advanced
classes, and the Title I program.

The total cost for Achieve and Ba-
sic Skills is $1,147,524, and repre-
sents 543 students in the program.
ELL has a total of 33 students, with
the district paying $246,197 and ad-
ditional grant funding through the No
Child Left Behind act totaling
$16,501.

Under the Gifted program, 136 stu-
dents in the district are enrolled, and
of those 92 are middle or elementary
school students with a total cost of
$104,719.

The Title 1 program is also an ele-
ment of the No Child Left Behind act.
It is a federally funded program that
requires the district to provide addi-
tional services for designated stu-
dents in selected schools. The total
grant funding given to the district is
$165,747 with the district funding
$270,365.

After the presentation, Ms. O’Neal
said that the “gifted program is un-
der review.” She also said she is
“looking at the virtual high school
Chatham is using for their gifted
students.”

During a facilities update, board
member Richard Solomon said that
the PTO had said it would like to
provide a track for Washington School
as a gift to the school. The track
would measure a quarter mile in
length, seven feet wide and be made
up of pea gravel. Lisa Luzzi, a mem-
ber of the PTO’s playground commit-
tee, said it would take three weeks to
install and that the work would be
done over the summer.

Ms. Hunnicutt said before the board
accepts the gift it would have to en-
sure the track is wheelchair acces-
sible because the school is a Desig-
nated Barrier Free school. Ms. Luzzi
said she would check to see if the
track meets that requirement.

The board also voted on the first
reading of an updated policy for pro-
hibiting harassment, intimidation and
bullying. The state has mandated that
schools update their policy, which
now includes that any member of the
school district who has knowledge of
someone breaking the policy to no-
tify a school official.

The board also approved an
$185,088 contract to replace 103 win-
dows at Edison Intermediate School
to close out its bond.

The next BOE meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 19, at 8
p.m.
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Westfield Board of Education

Cranford Township Vows Scrutiny of
‘Horrible’ Affordable-Housing Report

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township commit-
tee on Tuesday reluctantly approved a court-
ordered payment to a consultant for her
report in connection with ongoing afford-
able-housing litigation, but members vowed
to carefully review both the report and the
consultant’s billings.

At its first regular meeting of the year, the
committee voted 4-1 to approve the pay-
ment to Elizabeth McKenzie, who was a
court-appointed court master asked to pre-
pare a report in connection with litigation
involving Cranford’s affordable-housing
obligations and developers Lehigh Acqui-
sition and Cranford Development Associ-
ates.

Committee members expressed their dis-
pleasure with the outlines of the report,
which they had received earlier in the day,
but not yet had the chance to digest in detail.
Committeeman Daniel Aschenbach, who
voted against approving the payment, de-
scribed Ms. McKenzie’s report as “hor-
rible” and “inaccurate in a number of cases.”
Without providing details for his dissatis-
faction, he said the township committee
would “scrutinize” Ms. McKenzie’s in-
voices to the township carefully. Other com-
mittee members agreed with Mr.
Aschenbach’s sentiments, although all four
voted to approve the court-ordered expen-
diture.

“None of us like it,” committeeman David
Robinson said in announcing he would
“reluctantly” vote to make the payment. He
said the expenditure was “not a good use of
tax dollars.”

Committeeman Mark Dugan told The
Westfield Leader after the meeting that com-
mittee members needed some time to care-
fully read Ms. McKenzie’s report before
offering any detailed comments, although
he did say the conclusions in her report were

not favorable to the township.
In other business, the committee intro-

duced three ordinances that will be voted on
at public hearings on February 9. One,
according to Mr. Dugan, will increase con-
servation center fees to $65 for the first two
vehicles in a household and $55 for each
additional vehicle. Another ordinance will
place a yield sign at the intersection of
Hampton Street and Berkeley Place for
those traveling west on Hampton Street. A
third ordinance sets out regulations for trash
containers and dumpsters.

Deputy Mayor Martha Garcia said con-
tainers and dumpsters would need to be
covered and would not be allowed to leak
anything into municipal stormwater sew-
ers. Additionally, any containers located in
a public right of way would need to have
light reflectors affixed to them.

At the beginning of the committee’s
meeting, Police Chief Eric Mason an-
nounced that the fourth session of the citi-
zens police academy had been completed
and presented certificates to 12 of the 13
participants. He called the program “an
integral part of community policing” and
“critical to the success of the police depart-
ment and our efforts to keep Cranford safe.”

The meeting kicked off with the pledge
to the flag led by seven members of Cub
Scout Pack 103, Den 10. Afterwards, Mayor
Mark Smith read a proclamation designat-
ing Monday, January 18, as Martin Luther
King Jr. Day in Cranford.

The committee’s next regular meeting is
set for Tuesday, January 26.

H1N1 Clinic Held in
Garwood This Sunday
GARWOOD – The Westfield Re-

gional Health Department will hold
an H1N1 (swine flu) clinic this Sun-
day, January 17, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., at Lincoln Elementary School,
located at 400 2nd Avenue in
Garwood.

The vaccines to be distributed are
the Inactivated Vaccine (“swine flu
shot”) and Live Attenuated Vaccine
(nasal spray).

H1N1 vaccinations will be avail-
able at these clinics for all individuals
who are interested in receiving them,
regardless of medical history, age or
town residency.

For more information about this
clinic, call (908) 789-4070.

Fanwood Names Lt.
Trigo Acting Chief

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil held its first regular monthly meet-
ing of 2010 Tuesday night, with new
Council President Russell Huegel
presiding in place of Mayor Colleen
Mahr, who was unable to attend.

Fanwood Police Lt. Richard Trigo
was appointed acting police chief ef-
fective February 1, due to the retire-
ment of current Police Chief Donald
Domanoski.

Garbage Hauler Allegedly
Commits Dumping Violation

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield police arrested
garbage hauler James Aiello, operator of
Preferred Maintenance & Carting, Inc. in
Westfield, last week, after video-surveil-
lance footage found him allegedly taking
garbage from two of his clients and dump-
ing it in another hauler’s receptacle.

Westfield Police Chief John Parizeau
confirmed with The Westfield Leader that,
last Tuesday, police arrested Mr. Aiello
and charged him with two crimes – theft of
services, a fourth-degree crime, and New
Jersey Statutes Annotated (NJSA) Title 13
waste violations. Mr. Aiello was to report
to state Superior Court in Elizabeth yester-
day, Wednesday, after press deadline.

A garbage business’s largest expense is
the tipping fee levied upon a given quantity
of waste received at a processing facility. At
present, it costs $96 a ton to dump garbage
at the Union County garbage incinerator
in Rahway, and can run even a small gar-
bage business upwards of $18,000 each
month, according to an area hauler.

Chief Parizeau said, as possible motiva-
tion to avoid paying the fees, Mr. Aiello was
taking garbage from two of his clients,

Sweetwaters and Feast Catering, both of
Elm Street, and tossing it in the container for
16 Prospect, which uses another disposal
service. The chief said when Mr. Aiello was
brought into police headquarters he was
sincere and “admitted he did it.”

Separately, last Tuesday, Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and Westfield Town Council
unanimously appointed Mr. Aiello as
Westfield’s representative to the Union
County Solid Waste Advisory Board.

When contacted on Monday, Mayor
Skibitsky was aware of the arrest but said it
was a “bit premature” to take any action.

“He’s been charged, not convicted,” the
mayor said. “The [Solid Waste Advisory]
board hasn’t met in some time, and it’s not
urgent [that we change representatives].
We’ll see what happens. It’s up to the courts
to decide.”

Reached on the phone in error, Dan
Aiello, his brother, said he was “shocked”
to hear of the news.

“He has an excellent company,” Dan
Aiello said. “He’s been in town for years.
His character is excellent. It’s not like
him to do something like that. I’m not just
saying that because he’s my brother; he’s
a good guy.”

Summit Man Arrested for Attempting to Lure Girl
BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Berkeley

Heights Police Chief David Zager has
announced the apprehension of Elo R.
Pintado, 36, of Orchard Avenue in Sum-
mit. Pintado was wanted in the attempted
luring of a 9-year-old female from a local
grammar school on Wednesday, January
6, at approximately 3 p.m. as she was
waiting to be picked up from school by her
mother. Pintado was arrested without inci-
dent by Det. Michael Delia and Sgt. Robert
Deitch as he sat in his car, a 1993 Gold
Saturn SL, at the Thomas P. Hughes School
on Snyder Avenue, at approximately the
same time and the same location as
Wednesday’s reported incident.

Chief Zager praised the efforts of the
investigations division for expeditiously iden-
tifying the suspect, from what the chief de-
scribed as an “excellent” description of the
suspect, and the suspect’s vehicle provided
by the 9-year-old, as well as “outstanding
detective work” by the department’s investi-
gations division.

“This was police work at its best. Our
investigators utilized both old-fashioned foot-
work, interviewing numerous individuals
and modern technology by combing through
various law enforcement databases to de-
velop the information that led to the
individual’s identification. Our juvenile bu-
reau worked closely with the office of the
superintendent of schools to insure that accu-

rate information was disseminated to the
parents of all school children. In addition,
police officers from the patrol division were
assigned to every school in the township to
insure the safety of the township’s most
valuable asset – our children.”

The chief also praised the victim for doing
exactly the right thing when approached by
Pintado, as well as providing police with an
“extraordinary” description of the individual
and his vehicle, which eventually led to his
arrest. “That’s an incredible young lady who
deserves the thanks of a grateful community.
She conducted herself with poise and deter-
mination during the incident and showed
maturity well beyond her age,” Chief Zager
said.

Pintado was charged with attempted lur-
ing of a child. Bail was set at $100,000 by
Superior Court Judge Joseph Donohue.
Pintado, who was released in April 2009
from New Jersey State Prison after serving
five years for kidnapping, eluding and false
public alarm, was transported to the Union
County jail.

Chief Zager said he would be recom-
mending department commendations to Det.
Sgt. Michael Mathis, Det. Joseph Williams,
Det. Mark Stallone, Det. Patrick Moran, Det.
Michael Delia and Det. William Ives, whose
efforts led to the arrest of what the chief
termed “a violent predator and menace to the
community.”

GW Council Mulls Motto Change
LAUREN S. BARR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — At Tuesday night’s bor-
ough council meeting, Councilman An-
thony Sytko suggested that the borough
change the motto on its seal from “Indus-
trial Center of Union County” to “Small
Town, Big Heart.” He stated that when he
thinks of Garwood, he thinks about its strong
sense of community and volunteerism.

Councilman Keith Sluka stated, “I sec-
ond the idea,” but Councilman Louis
Petruzzelli stated that the current motto is
a reflection on the history of the borough.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
stated that during her research for the
borough’s centennial celebration in 2003,
she found documents that discussed
changing the motto and, at that time,
members of the public were “offended”
by the notion of a change.

Resident Bruce Paterson stated that be-
cause of the decline of industry every-
where, Garwood may still have the most
industry in Union County, as there are still
a few factories operating.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy suggested that
the members of the governing body “mull
it over.”

In other business, the council approved
the appointment of Rosalba Comas as the
alternate prosecutor for 2010, and autho-
rized Selective Insurance Company to
defend them in a lawsuit.

According to Borough Attorney Rob-
ert Renaud, the borough is one of ap-
proximately 200 municipalities being sued
by the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) regarding
pollution in the Passaic River. According
to Mr. Renaud, the suit stems from Occi-
dental allegedly dumping dioxin into the
river, and, in his opinion, the lawsuit is a
“gigantic fiasco.” He stated that Selective
was the borough’s insurance carrier dur-
ing the 1980s, when the pollution suppos-
edly took place, and, as such, has agreed
to represent the borough. He added that
the suit would likely drag on for several
years before reaching a resolution.

The council also passed two ordinances
on first reading regarding fencing required
during residential demolition projects. If
the ordinances pass on second and final
reading at the Tuesday, February 9, meet-
ing, a six-foot chain-link fence will be
required on all residential demolition sites.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Mr. Paterson raised his con-
cern that a gazebo may be demolished
during the construction of the borough’s
new athletic complex at Memorial Park.
Mr. Paterson expressed his desire to pre-
serve the gazebo because it is a “heritage
structure.” However, Councilman Sluka
responded that the gazebo would have to
be removed because of field size regula-
tions.

MSide BOE Hears Security-Drill Plan
By MAGGIE DIGGORY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Chief School Ad-
ministrator Jeanette Baubles discussed with
the board of education (BOE) on Tuesday
how the district intends to comply with
recently passed state legislation requiring
school districts to hold security drills in
addition to its twice-monthly fire drills.

In early December 2009, the New Jer-
sey Legislature passed the Girgenti-Ruiz
bill (A-3002). The measure requires schools
to practice for a non-fire evacuation,
lockdown or active shooter situation.

Current legislation permits teachers and
administrators to lock doors and exits
during a simulated emergency, according
to a report on politckernj.com.

Ms. Baubles stated, “Although A-3002
is not anticipated to take effect until the
2010-2011 school year, we will be in-
creasing the frequency of our security
drills between January and June 2010, in
order to prepare students and staff mem-
bers for the anticipated change in practice
for the school year. For the remainder of
this school year, we will continue to do
two fire drills per month as well. A re-
minder, the procedure for security drills
are in the student handbook.”

Students were sent home with a notice
last Friday regarding security drills.

With a dozen parents and students
present, Ms. Baubles, Deerfield School
Principal Robert Philips and staff mem-
bers from the social studies and writing
departments recognized student achieve-
ment in geography and creative writing.

Student Bruno Avritzer won the
district’s Geography Bee. Mr. Philips and
Ms. Baubles presented Bruno with a cer-
tificate and a medal.

The second student recognition was
for creative writing. Deerfield School fifth
graders recently completed a poetry pro-
gram in conjunction with the New Jersey
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) and
funded by the Watts Foundation. Three
fifth-graders each read one of their poems
and presented a copy of the classes’ an-
thology, “Color My World,” to the board.

“Thank you for bringing out your very,
very best,” Ms. Baubles concluded.

The board unanimously approved 12
agenda items. Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg reminded board members to
have their “committee meetings in the
coming weeks.”

The next Mountainside BOE meeting
is Tuesday, January 26, at 7:30 p.m.


