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DEVLIN AWARD...The Westfield Historic Preservation Commission presented
its annual Harry Devlin Award on December 15 to the Westfield Board of
Education in recognition of the district’s “preservation, restoration and revital-
ization of Lincoln School.” Built in 1922, the school underwent a major renovation
while maintaining the historic character. It opened in September 2008, for
kindergarten and pre-school children. Town Council liaison for the commission,
Vicky Kimmins, presented the award to Board of Education President Ginny
Leiz. Pictured, left to right, are: back row, Margaret Dolan, superintendent of
schools; William Foley, former superintendent of schools; Bob Berman, busi-
ness administrator; George Duthie, architect; M.J. Vincentsen, construction
manager; and, front row, Audrey Zavetz, principal of Lincoln School; Ms.
Kimmins; Ms. Leiz, and Beth Cassie, former board of education member.

Chief Parizeau Announces
Hiring of Six New Officers

WESTFIELD – Six new Westfield
police officers have been added to the
department to replace retiring offic-
ers. The new officers are as follows:

Officer Dennis Dasilva is a graduate
of Rutgers University in Finance and
Economics; he went on to graduate
from the Union County Police Acad-
emy. Officer Dasilva joined the Union
County Sheriff’s Office, where he be-
came a crime-scene investigator for
Union County for a period of four
years. Officer Dasilva attended nu-
merous training courses on crime-
scene investigations and is considered
an expert. He joined the Westfield
Police Department on October 5, 2009.

Officer Nicholas Bruno graduated
from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and then went on to West
Virginia University. In 2004, Officer
Bruno joined the United States Navy,
where he became a combat medic. He
was attached to the 1st and 4th Ma-
rine Divisions during a combat tour
in Fallujah, Iraq.

He is the recipient of a number of
Armed Services medals and ribbons.
He currently volunteers for a local
rescue squad. After graduation from
the Union County Police Academy,
Officer Bruno joined the department
on January 4.

Officer Michael McCarthy gradu-
ated from Hunterdon Central High
School and then went on to Raritan
Valley Community College. In 2004,
Officer McCarthy joined the United
States Marine Corps, where he became
an aviation ordnance technician. Dur-
ing 2007, Officer McCarthy served a
combat tour in Al Anbar Province, Iraq.

He obtained the rank of sergeant

while in the Marine Corp. Officer
McCarthy graduated from the Union
County Police Academy in Decem-
ber of 2008, and joined the Westfield
Police Department in October of
2009. He volunteers as a volunteer
firefighter in his spare time.

Officer Paul Neri graduated from the
Koinonia Academy and then went onto
Union County College and Park Uni-
versity. Joining the United States Ma-
rine Corp in 2003, Officer Neri was
attached to the 2nd Marines Echo Com-
pany and then the 1st Fast Company
Fleet Anti-Terrorism Security Team.

Officer Neri is the recipient of a
number of medals and ribbons. After
graduating from the Union County
Police Academy, where he was the
class guide, he joined the department
in November of 2009. He has been
assigned to the Patrol Division.

Officer Eric Popliek is a graduate of
Ramapo College in Mahwah. In 2005,
he attended, and graduated from, the
19th Basic Course for Class I Law
Enforcement Officers at the Monmouth
County Police Academy. In 2007, he
graduated from the Basic Class II for
Special Police Officers at the Cape
May County Police Academy.

Officer Popliek joined the Westfield
Police Department as a Class II Po-
lice Officer in July of 2007, and was
assigned to the Traffic Enforcement
Bureau. Officer Popliek was sworn in
as a full-time police officer this past
December. He volunteers as a rescue
diver with the Point Pleasant Beach
Rescue Squad. He will be assigned to
the Patrol Division.

Officer Dana Black attended C.W.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU...To replace six outgoing police officers in
Westfield, Police Chief John Parizeau recently announced the hiring of six new
officers. All of the new officers will spend the first three months in an intensive in-
service training program, and each will be assigned to a certified police training
officer. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dennis Dasilva, Nicholas Bruno, Michael
McCarthy, Paul Neri, Eric Popliek and Dana Black.

Board OK’s Sanitary Sewer
System at Echo Lake Club

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The planning board
on Thursday gave the go ahead to the
Echo Lake Country Club, the 123-
year-old private golf and country club
on Springfield Avenue, across from
Williams Nursery and adjacent to
Echo Lake Park, to update its sanitary
sewer system. The board approved
the application with five voting board
members in attendance.

Board member Francis Smith first
moved to approve the application,
saying, “It seems like a moderniza-
tion that needs to be done.”

Then Board Attorney Russell
Finestein asked for a short break and
talked with Town Planner Bill Drew
and Town Engineer Kris McAloon.
Upon reconvening, Mr. McAloon sec-
onded Mr. Smith’s motion to approve
the application.

At the start of the hearing, Jim
Flynn, the applicant’s attorney, intro-
duced the president of the country
club, John Laezza. Mr. Laezza said
the club is “trying to bring Echo Lake
(Country Club) into conformance
with the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP).”

He said in complying with the
NJDEP in updating its sanitary sewer
system there will be no issues with
runoff into the neighboring Echo
Lake. The new sanitary sewer system
will comply with the stormwater man-
agement plans of the NJDEP and will
ensure that the sewer will not drain
into Echo Lake. The club also was
approved to tear down an old storage
shed and rebuild a new shed next to
the maintenance area near the 17th
hole of the golf course.

The new shed will be a shed-within-
a shed, planner for the applicant, Ed-
ward Bogan, of Grotto Engineering
Associates in Cranford, told The
Westfield Leader. The main structure
will be 30 feet by 30 feet and the shed

inside this structure will measure eight
feet by 12 feet, he said. The interior
shed will store fertilizers and pesti-
cides for the landscaping.

Mr. Laezza also said the club will
plan to come before the board again
in the next two or three months to
propose tearing out the 60-year-old
swimming pool and relocating a new
one near the parking lot “to accom-
modate the sanitary sewer system,”
he said. Mr. Bogan presented plans
that illustrated the placement of the
sanitary sewer system and accessory
structures, which will be adjacent to
the club’s parking lot located to the
north and borders Echo Lake Park.

The restaurant on site near the
paddleball courts, as well as a new
vehicle wash area, will also be linked
to the sanitary sewer system. The old
septic tank will be removed, pumped
out and filled with sand, Mr. Bogan
said. The new system, he told The
Leader, is situated underground.

An application for 751 Central
Avenue was moved to the next meet-
ing. The applicant is seeking prelimi-
nary and final major site plan to con-
struct a three-story building with re-
tail/commercial or business, admin-
istrative or professional offices on the
first floor and six, two-bedroom resi-
dential apartments with three such
apartments located on the second and
third floors. Existing parking would
be expanded and re-configured.

In other business, Vincent Wilt was
renamed planning board chairman and
Robert Newell as vice-chairman dur-
ing the planning board reorganiza-
tion meeting held prior to the regular
board meeting.

In addition, new board member
Mark LoGrippo took his seat on the
board as the representative for Mayor
Andy Skibitsky. Town engineer,Mr.
McAloon, was named board secre-
tary and Mr. Finestein remains as the
board attorney.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
ENTHUSIASTIC CROWD...Westfield citizens, as well as present and former
officials, pack Westfield Town Hall with the traditional, large turnout for the
municipal government reorganization meeting on January 5.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
SAVE OUR SCHOOL…Parents and children rally outside Saint Agnes Roman Catholic Church in Clark Saturday evening
to protest the planned closure of Saint Agnes School. Supporters claim the school is still viable and that avenues to keep it
open were not sufficiently pursued, while Pastor Dennis Cohan has stated that efforts to preserve it proved unsuccessful.

WF BOE States its Intent to Take
Part in ‘Rise to the Top’ Funding
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
school district has decided to issue a
memorandum of understanding to the
state of its intent to be a part of the
Rise to the Top federal funding pro-
gram, Superintendent Margaret Dolan
said on Tuesday during the board of
education (BOE) meeting. The
Westfield Education Association
(WEA), as well as the New Jersey
Education Association (NJEA), do
not support the program, however,
school officials said.

Last year, President Barack Obama

announced a new, school grant pro-
gram, Race to the Top, that would
have schools throughout the nation
compete for $4.35 billion in federal
aid based on how well students per-
formed in standardized testing.

New Jersey has until Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19, to submit its application for
up to $400 million in funding over
four years, with participating districts
signing a memo of understanding by
today, Thursday, January 14.

Through the program, a series of
tests given throughout the year would
determine how well a teacher is pre-
paring students for college, and teach-

ers’ pay rates would be determined
based on those test results.

Ms. Dolan said that New Jersey has
already instituted high standards in
education linked to results, and that
with this new program it “will allow
New Jersey to continue to do that”
while receiving money to help the
cause.

Kim Schumacher, president of the
WEA, told the board, “I don’t want to
look at more standardized tests” say-
ing it would lead to “teaching to the
test.”

Ms. Dolan told The Westfield
Leader that the program is “not hav-
ing additional tests,” but rather as-
sessing the results of the current stan-
dardized testing already in place in
the state.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt
voiced her concerns over how the
program is tying teachers’ pay to test
results. “I don’t think a teacher should
be responsible for one paper and pen-
cil test,” she said.

New Jersey will first have to be
selected by the federal government to
receive the funding and then it will be
decided how much each district would
receive. In the past, Westfield has not
received a high level of government
aid, Ms. Dolan said, and, “This would
not be a huge windfall” for the dis-
trict. “But Westfield could potentially
benefit if the state is chosen,” she
said.

“From all of the research I have
done, we’re not going to get any
money,” Ms. Schumacher said. “In
the long run…the district is going to
pay for this,” referring to her under-
standing that the government fund-
ing will not be enough to support
some of the extra costs, such as teacher
training.

Signing the memorandum of un-
derstanding does not lock the school
district into joining the program, Ms.
Dolan said. She said if the state were
notified in April that it is selected for
the funding, the district would re-
ceive paperwork after that time ex-
plaining in detail its requirements to
fulfill the program’s initiatives.
Should the BOE decide at that time to
opt out, she said, “We do not sign up
to accept the money.”

In other business, the BOE and the
Westfield Instructional Support Staff
Association (WISSA), which repre-
sents the approximately 100 parapro-
fessionals in the district, have reached
an agreement on its salary and ben-

Council Approves Tentative DWC,
WACC, Neighborhood Council Dates

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
approved the bulk of the event sched-
ules presented to it by three local orga-
nizations, the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC), Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) and
the Westfield Neighborhood Council
(WNC), on Tuesday night.

Events are similar to years past, but a
few have been expanded.

The WNC, which typically requests
the town’s permission to use the east-
erly portion of the south side train sta-
tion lot for two annual street fairs, has
planned three events this year, on Satur-
days, June 12, August 28 and October
16. On two of the WNC fairs, in August
and October, there will be a possible
conflict in the train station; the Farmers
Market, a WACC-sponsored event,
takes place between 8:30 a.m. and 2
p.m., and the fair begins at 11 a.m.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea also
noted that, as scheduled, there would
be an overlap in the train station lot

when the DWC hosts its new-car show
on the first weekend in October, which
would take place when a Farmers Mar-
ket is scheduled.

A new-car show, Sherry Cronin,
DWC executive director,  said, “would
only be done if we do it right.” The plan
is to bring in new, luxury automobiles
to the train station lot tentatively for
early October.

While there is a conflict with certain
dates, Mr. Gildea said the entities should
be able to “coexist.”

Ms. Cronin requested three separate
weekends for sidewalk sales.

Mr. Gildea said previously one week-
end was dedicated for sidewalk sales.
That doubled to two weekends in 2009,
and now, the DWC has requested three,
to take place April 29-May 2, July 15-
18 and October 21-24. In addition, the
DWC has asked for free parking during
these sales.

Second Ward Councilwoman Jo Ann
Neylan asked if it would be possible for
businesses to pay for parking. Mrs.
Cronin said that is a possibility, citing
Starbucks’ previous purchase. She also
said the DWC is “always flexible” and
that certain events are subject to change
or may not happen at all.

A second restaurant week was also
added; one will occur February 21 and
the other on September 19. Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz will be heard
on Tuesdays, weather permitting, from
July 6 through August 31.

The DWC also plans to honor the life
of Charles Addams with a celebration
that brings “awareness” to his Westfield
residency, Mrs. Cronin said.

The DWC again requested free two-
hour parking on the street as well as in
the parking lots for 14 paid-parking

days during the holidays, between De-
cember 15, 2010, and January 1, 2011.

The WACC has proposed April 25
and September 26 for the annual Spring
Fling and Festifall fairs, respectively.

With Mayor Andy Skibitsky absent,
Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca recom-
mended approving everything except
requests for parking and street clos-
ings, as well as the Charles Addams
event, until the Parking and Finance
Committees meet again.

In addition, next week, the council
will award a contract to provide a tele-
communications upgrade at the fire
department’s two firehouses. Mr. Gildea
said the fire department is in “dire
need” of the new equipment.

The council is expected to also award
a contract to erect six speed-limit signs,
through the Safe Routes to School Pro-
gram, at all Westfield elementary
schools.

The council will also approve demo-
lition of a single-family dwelling at
421 Clifton Street and a knockdown of
a single-family house with a detached
garage at 725 Embree Crescent.

Due to the swearing in of new Gov-
ernor Chris Christie this Tuesday, Janu-
ary 19, which will be attended by
some Westfield council members and
officials, next week’s meeting will be
moved to Wednesday, January 20, at 8
p.m.

The council discussed Sunnyside
vs. The Town of Westfield – a builder’s-
remedy lawsuit in which Sunnyside
Senior Housing has said it was un-
fairly “rebuffed” in its attempt to con-
struct a multi-family residential de-
velopment of at least 60 units on
Springfield Avenue – in executive ses-
sion.
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