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2009-2010 CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES  30th SEASON    MAPLEWOOD    WESTFIELD

Ani Kavafian and Carter Brey 
invite you to experience the 
joys of chamber music as it 

was meant to be heard . . . good 
friends playing together for 

the excitement and love of it . . . 
sharing great music with you 

in an intimate setting.ANI KAVAFIAN, violin CARTER BREY, cello

MOSTLY MUSIC will present the third concert of its 30th Season on

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2010
ANI KAVAFIAN and CARTER BREY

and SPECIAL GUEST ARTISTS
ELENA URIOSTE, violin

CHRISTOPHER O’RILEY, piano
MOZART: Sonata for Violin and Piano
POULENC: Sonata for Cello and Piano

DVORAK: “Dumky” Trio
MAPLEWOOD ~ MORROW CHURCH

600 Ridgewood Road at 2:30 p.m.
WESTFIELD ~ TEMPLE EMANU-EL

756 East Broad Street at 7:30 p.m.
Admission: $25, Seniors – $22, Students 10-21 – No Charge

CALL US AT 973.762.0108
www.mostlymusic.org

For more info, class times and details contact Beth Painter 917 836 3740 
e-mail contagiousdrama@yahoo.com or visit www.contagiousdrama.com

• Acting and Creative Dramatics Classes
• Private Coaching available for Presentations, 

Auditions, Bar and Bat Mitzvah Speeches
• Scout Badge programs available
• Check out new Teen Play Reading Class

Contagious Drama Workshop
ACTING CLASSES AND COACHING FOR ALL AGES

(classes begin January 20)

Now enrolling for 
Winter/Spring Session

A&E Year in Review

Part 2 of 2 July – December
JULY

MILLBURN – In Paper Mill Play-
house ‘s production of The Full Monty,
Director Mark Hoebee, who is also Pa-
per Mill’s artistic director, pulled to-
gether a team of stellar triple-threat
singer/dancer/actors whose interaction
was paramount in making Terrence
McNally’s book and David Yazbek’s
score work.

Personal stories intertwine in this romp
to engage all segments of the audience.
There is a father who might lose the right
to see his son because of delinquent
child-support payments, a high-level
executive who cannot bring himself to
tell his status-seeking wife that he has
been unemployed for six months, a dis-
heartened husband whose new mistress
is food and a gay man who struggles to
come out of his closeted existence.

Mr. Hoebee mentioned that “the
strength of the story lies not in the actual
question of ‘will they or won’t they?’ but
rather with the victory of these under-
dogs.”

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

WESTFIELD – St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church hosted “A Summer Night
of Song” and raised $4,000 for the
congregation’s “Helping Hands and
Hearts” initiative, and the American Guild
of Musical Artists Relief (AGMAR) Fund.
The concert was the brain child of
Westfield resident, Maureen Francis, a
professional opera singer and a cantor at
St. Helen’s.

“A Summer Night of Song” featured
Ms. Francis and her friends Kyle Gonyea,
baritone, and Kathryn Olander, piano.
Ms. Francis and Mr. Gonyea sang a vari-
ety of opera, operetta and songs from
musicals while Ms. Olander accompa-
nied them on the piano.

The trio performed duets such as
“Dunque io son?” (Barber of Seville) by
Rossini, “So in Love” (Kiss Me, Kate) by
Cole Porter and Mozart’s “Non piú
andrai” (Marriage of Figaro).

Tickets to “A Summer Night of Song”
were free of charge; Ms. Francis decided
to raise money by asking for donations.
All proceeds from the concert were split
in half between “Helping Hands and
Hearts” and AGMAR.

“I hope to make this charity concert an
annual thing,” Ms. Francis said.

~ Carolyn Freundlich

SCOTCH PLAINS – Tightened wal-
lets and pinched purses could not stop the
women of Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains as they hosted the annual
Play for P.I.N.K. breast cancer fundraiser
in July.

Although attendance was down by ap-
proximately 30 percent from 2008’s high,
organizers took advantage of difficult
economic times to add a homespun twist
to this year’s festivities. A buffet lunch
followed a morning of golf with ladies
dressed in full pink attire. A total of 136
women attended lunch, while 86 partici-
pated in golf.

In 2009, for the first time, Dr. M.
Michele Blackwood, director of breast
health and disease management at Saint

Barnabas Medical Center, spoke at the
event. Two staff members from Robert
Wood Johnson Rahway Fitness and
Wellness Center offered free blood pres-
sure and body fat testing to attendees.

Beth Hornstein and Ronni Grebow
chaired the event — which in 2009 raised
nearly $30,000.

“It’s very gratifying to see so many
people come out and support this cause,”
said Ms.  “Everyone knows someone who
has been touched. We’re all in this to-
gether.”

~ Brigitta Greene

SUMMIT – The Summit Wine and
Food Festival, held in late July at the
Grand Summit Hotel, featured 20 chefs
from the country’s leading restaurants
doling out samples of their signature
dishes, abundant choices of wine, and
deserts as large as a Barbie dream house
beside a table of designer chocolates –
sculpted by one of Philadelphia’s finest
pastry chefs.

Ivan Ruiz, master sommelier, owner of
Summit’s Wine List and a community
supporter, organized the three-day event
in only a matter of months. A portion of
the proceeds benefited Sage Eldercare,
American Red Cross, Susan G. Komen
for the Cure and Overlook Hospital Foun-
dation.

“With the help and support of Summit’s
mayor, Jordan Glatt, local businesses,
sponsors and chefs from the country’s
finest restaurants, more than 1,500 people
descended upon the historic hotel,” said
Mr. Ruiz.

~ Linda B. Condrillo

AUGUST
COUNTY – The crew of the Syfy

channel’s “Ghost Hunters” visited the
Union County Courthouse to investigate
the purported presence of Mrs. Hannah
Caldwell, wife of Reverend James
Caldwell, who was shot in her home
during the Battle of Connecticut Farms.

Mrs. Caldwell, who is buried in the
cemetery at the First Presbyterian Church
in Elizabeth, is said to float through the

halls of the County Courthouse.
Members of The Atlantic Paranormal

Society (TAPS) descended on the Court-
house with a host of electronic equip-
ment to try and detect a ghostly pres-
ence.

Whether or not that equipment detected
anything at the courthouse or the cem-
etery, however, is a secret, according to
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich.

“I know, but I can’t tell,” he said.
“You’ll have to wait for the show, he said
referring to the “Ghost Hunters” show
that was to air on September 16, 2009.

~ Debbie Hoffman

NEWARK — Fans young and old
packed the Prudential Center in Newark
to see the Idols take the stage.

The show got off to a slow start with
projected graphics revealing the top-10 in
descending order, followed by tepid 10th
runner up, Michael Sarver. Then Megan
Joy, Energetic Lil Rounds, Matt Giraud,
Scott MacIntyre, Anoop Desai, Allison

Iraheta and Danny Gokey, in turn, per-
formed.

The audience, however, eagerly
awaited winner Kris Allen and first-run-
ner-up and fan favorite Adam Lambert.
After being baited by a drum beat here
and a flash of light there, the crowd
screamed Beatlemania-style when Lam-
bert emerged at last with a flawless ex-
ecution of “Whole Lotta Love.

The smoke (literally) cleared and a
simple gray curtain supplanted all the
high-energy theatrics and special effects
surrounding Lambert to reveal winner
Kris Allen in a plaid shirt and jeans,
simply strumming his acoustic guitar.  It
was clear Allen was not trying to compete
with nor best those who performed before
him – and he didn’t need to – as his solid
voice richly delivered song after song.

~ Christie Storms

WESTFIELD – Resident Deborah
Cavanagh, associate publisher, creative
services for Vogue, was honored as one of
Irish Voice newspapers, 75 Most Influen-
tial Woman of 2009.

Ms. Cavanagh added her name to the

Vogue masthead five years ago. Among
her accomplishments is the award-win-
ning programming and content of Vogue
TV.

Closer to home, Ms. Cavanagh helped
with the Wil Kehler Fund auction, held to
help the grandson of the late Gary Kehler,
who was diagnosed with osteosarcoma, a
rare and malignant form of bone cancer,
in his left femur

Ms. Cavanagh and her husband, John,
chose her hometown of Westfield to re-
side because “Westfield is an incredible
place to raise a family; the infrastructure,
the schools, the recreation, the commu-
nity is unlike anything else.”

~ Christina M. Hinke

SEPTEMBER
GARWOOD — In September, the

Garwood Crossroads was filled with clas-
sic Big Band sound as the Full Count Big
Band took to the stage.

Based in Westfield, the six-year-old

band has been dedicated to keeping the
sounds of Big Band music alive and cur-
rent. To accomplish this, Full Count has
an array of talented musicians, including
many local residents, who often bring
professional skill to the fold.

Full Count Big Band doesn’t only play
nostalgic big band and jazz tunes. As they
did at the Crossroads, they include con-
temporary selections, such as the music
of James Taylor, in its performances. The
only thing preventing the requested en-
core was the fact there were other bands
on the evening’s agenda.

“Big Band and jazz are really the clas-
sical music of America,” said band presi-
dent, and alternate bass player, Mitch
Kolesaire. “We really want to keep this
music alive, but that doesn’t mean just
playing the more nostalgic tunes. Other-
wise, we’d just play nursing homes. We
try to bring in more modern music into the
Big Band sound.”

~ Eric Nierstdt

UNION – Kean University presented
the world premiere of George Brant’s
play, Any Other Name, a fascinating
glimpse of human nature at its worst. As
the 2009 Premiere Stages Play Festival
Winner at Kean University, this two-act
play, featuring professional cast mem-
bers, was referred to as “identity theft,
19th century style.”

The play was much more fiction than
fact, playwright Brant explained to the
Sunday matinee audience in a “Talk Back”
session with the actors and director John
Wooten. The play revolves around Ed-
ward Ballard, a critic and mediocre poet
in London who visits his literary idol
(named John Clark) in an insane asylum.
Ostensibly, Edward is there to pay hom-
age to the famous nature poet – but in
reality, he wants to learn where Clark’s
last book of poems, reportedly his best
work, is hidden.

Mr. Brant said some of the scenes are
from the fact-based historical event along
with a figment of his 21st century imagi-
nation. Four dynamic actors – Paul Molnar
(John Clark), Audra Mariel Taliercio
(Margaret Ballard), Carl Wallnau (An-
drew Maddock) and Fletcher McTaggart

(Edward Ballard) – jetted the audience
back in time with a fast-paced, profes-
sional production that one has come to
expect from the talented direction of Mr.
Wooten.

~ Susan Myrill Dougherty

WESTFIELD — Oak Ridge Park in
Clark (formerly Oak Ridge Golf Course)
provided the backdrop for MusicFest
2009, an occasion that celebrated the coa-
lescence of several talented musicians.

The event allowed residents near and
far to come together and enjoy free con-
certs, held on three stages, and other at-
tractions, including fair rides, a Hell on
Wheels BMX Exhibition and a
Walkathon/5K run, which raised money
for the Love/Hope/Strength Foundation,
and the Valerie Fun to support children
fighting cancer and blood-related disor-
ders.

Some of the performers included Uncle
Kracker, Third Eye Blind, Josh Flagg and
Cy Cumin, Fastball, The Alarm, Kenny

Wayne Sheppard and Tommy James &
The Shondells, an American rock band
from the sixties, among other entertain-
ers.

According to one fan, Tom Sloan,
“Tommy James & The Shondells sounded
better now than they did in the 60’s.”

~ Katherine A. Sloan

SUMMIT – The Westfield Symphony
Orchestra’s (WSO) performance of
Puccini’s Madama Butterfly was one of
the highest attended performances in the
27-year history of  (WSO). More than
1,000 audience members of all ages at-
tended the two-and-a-half hour concert at
Summit High School, marking the WSO’s
182nd performance.

The 50-member Summit High School
chorus sat behind the WSO and provided
a robust and glorious “Humming Cho-
rus.” There was nary a glitch, as the
ensemble of musicians and singers glided
through the performance with a tender-
ness and passion for Puccini’s score.

As there was no set, the director’s stand
doubled as a place for Gustavo Ahualli, as
Sharpless, to knock on Butterfly’s front
door. Two chairs were also used intermit-
tently.

The deeply moving emotion evoked by
Puccini’s orchestral arrangement and li-
bretto enraptured the audience. Later, the
tears shed by Hai-Ting Chinn (as
Butterfly’s maid, Suzuki) and Ms. Lee
alike prepared the audience for the misty
rain awaiting them.

~ Maggie Diggory

GARWOOD — As a full house of fans
cheered and applauded, folk legend Richie
Havens made his return to the Garwood
Crossroads  Accompanied by only a single
guitarist, Havens effortlessly created the
soulful, warm and love-filled concert ex-
perience for which he is known.

In addition to playing his music, Ha-
vens shared his thoughts on
“superpolitics” and education with his
audience. He also took a moment for
reflection on his participation in folk icon
Pete Seeger’s 90th birthday celebration at
Madison Square Garden.

Havens paid tribute to another folk
legend by performing Bob Dylan’s “All

Along the Watchtower,” which was fol-
lowed by a plethora of covers, old and
new alike. He came back for a three-song
encore, with “On the Corner in the Rain,”
the Beatles’ “Here Comes the Sun,” mixed
with “The End,” and Joe Cocker’s “You
Are So Beautiful.”

Havens lost his place once or twice
during the performance, after which he
apologized, saying, “We’ve been on tour
a while; it started in 1967.”

~ Eric Nierstedt

OCTOBER
WESTFIELD – The Powerful Women

of Song concert series kicked off its 2009-
2010 season at The Watching Arts Center
in Watchung. Presented by Ahrre Maros,
owner of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in
Westfield and host of the award-winning
Coffee With Conscience Concert Series
in Westfield, this series features female
singers / songwriters from all over the
country.

Talented jazz- and pop–influenced folk
singer/ songwriter / pianist Anne Heaton
performed on opening night. Her clever
lyrics, which combine heartfelt emotion
with lighthearted, down-to-earth humor,
describe life experiences of pain, joy and
growth.

“The idea [is] that ultimately, you are
your soul and not the roles you play and
therefore, when you want to make changes
in your life, you can connect to this power,”
she said.

~ Meredith A. Mannino

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) opened its 75th
anniversary season with a month-long
run of Woody Allen’s 1966 farce Don’t
Drink The Water. The timeless theme of
hide-and-go-seek in life and love is bal-
anced by the now-funny theme of spying
during the Cold War.

The cast of 13 brought out the best of
the play’s major themes despite the now-
dated setting behind the Iron Curtain dur-
ing Lyndon Johnson’s administration.
However, Don’t Drink the Water was as
much about the tensions in family rela-
tions as that between the U.S. and U.S.S.R.
government in the 1960s.

Woody Allen’s work requires finesse
in line delivery, which the entire cast of
Don’t Drink the Water handled profes-
sionally. Hardy laughs awaited those who
attended the three remaining perfor-
mances of Don’t Drink the Water, di-
rected by Naomi Yablosnky.

~ Maggie Diggory

WESTFIELD — High Field Enter-
tainment flew its cast and crew to
Westfield where key scenes for the Japa-
nese movie, Darling wa Gaikokujin (My
Darling is a Foreigner) were shot in
town.

The romantic-comedy is based on a
popular Manga Japanese comic-book se-
ries by Japanese illustrator Saori Oguri.
Primarily filmed in Japan, the movie tells
the semi-autobiographical story of Japa-
nese–born Ms. Oguri and her marriage to
American-born journalist Tony Laszlo,
who is from New Jersey.

Wedding “Guests” gathered atop the
Presbyterian Church steps blowing
bubbles to celebrate and congratulating
the bride and groom as Westfield pass-
ersby took in the assembled actors as well
as the cameras and equipment amassed
on the church’s sprawling lawn.

The cast and crew also shot scenes in a
house on Dudley Avenue and in
Mindowaskin Park. One last American
scene was shot in downtown Cranford.

“This kind of atmosphere can’t be cre-
ated anywhere in Japan,” Ms. Ikuko
Takano, the movie’s producer, said.

~ Christie Storms

WESTFIELD —The Westfield Pres-
byterian Church hosted a special viewing
of the original Dracula with live music
presented by the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO).

Dressed in Halloween hats, the orches-
tra, conducted by Maestro David Wroe,
began the evening with a performance of
Symphony No. 3 (Saint-Saëns), which
brought to mind the Transylvanian vio-
lins associated with the various film ver-
sions of the vampire.

While the familiar images of
Transylvanian peasants and their warn-
ings against “Dracula!” filled the screen,
the orchestra provided the perfect music
to heighten the drama of the moment and
make even the name “Dracula” seem ter-
rifying. Schubert’s “Unfinished Sym-
phony” was both romantic and yet later
menacing, encapsulating the Dracula per-
sona – elegant yet dangerous. Moments
such as the ride to the castle and the
introduction of the count were given fresh
urgency thanks to the music of the orches-
tra.

All of the selections picked by Maestro
David Wroe and played by WSO fit the
dramatic on-screen tension and juxtaposed
the actions of the film perfectly. As the
evening progressed, it became hard to
believe that the original film was made
without music.

~ Eric Nierstedt

NOVEMBER
MORRISTOWN – The New Jersey

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
“LIVE FROM NEW JERSEY”...Pete Yorn, left, and his band, at right, played MusicFest 2009, held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark in September.

Poppyfields Home
Store Closing...Final Days
30%-50% off  Storewide!

Furniture, beds, linens, lighting,
gifts and accessories

116 Elm Street 908.518.9495
Tues-Sat 10-5pm

poppyfieldshome@yahoo.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15


