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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Ballet’s 2009-2020 season-opening per-
formance, “A World Tour of Ballet,”
honored the memory of Dr. Eric Munoz,
a former state assemblyman from the
21st district who passed away early in
2009.

The event took place at the Community
Theater at the Mayo Center for the Per-
forming Arts in downtown Morristown.
The unprecedented attendance of 600
people caused the theatre to open the
balcony for the performance.

Before “A World Tour of Ballet” be-
gan Nancy Munoz, Dr Munoz’s widow,
spoke about her late husband’s passion
for ballet. Dr. Munoz had served 18 years
on the New Jersey Ballet’s board.

“He loved the action and drama of the
ballet,” she said of Dr. Munoz. He went to
see The Nutcracker every year.”

~ Maggie Diggory

RAHWAY – Before legendary song-
stress Dionne Warwick took to the stage
at Union County’s Performing Arts Cen-
ter, she conducted an e-mail interview
with The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Ms. Warwick said that working with
family is always a joy, and having her son
produce for her “is and will continue to be
a pridefilled moment.”

Ms. Warwick also wrote about her new
CD of songs from the Sammy Cahn
songbook, and her recently recorded spiri-
tual song for children, stating that it is
important that children are exposed to

spiritual songs.
 When asked if there are any other

aspirations she wishes to fulfill, Ms.
Warwick gave a to-the point answer:
“Oscar, Emmy and the Tony,” she wrote.

~ Christina M. Hinke

WESTFIELD – Gearing up for a late
November performance at Carnegie Hall,
The Continuo Arts Foundation, gave a
preview concert of “A Carol Fantasy” at
The Westfield Presbyterian Church
(WPC).

The Continuo Arts Foundation is an
intergenerational group that takes new
music and composers, and continues
building on artistic culture. The group of
singers performing in the preview perfor-
mance included students from Westfield
High School Concert Choir, The Oak
Knoll Ensemble, The Chancel Choir from
the WPC and The Wharton Civic Chorale
of Berkeley Heights.

“A Carol Fantasy” included such songs
as “Christmas Time in the City,” “Joy to
the World,” and the Hallelujah Chorus,”
among others.

“This preview concert is a new idea,”
said Artistic Director Candace Wicke,
who is also a symphonic director at
Carnegie Hall. “I didn’t know how many
people to expect, but this response is
great.”

~ Maggie Diggory

WESTFIELD – Teatro Si!, New
Jersey’s  premier Latin American and
Spanish performing arts company con-
tinued its First Friday music series with
an evening of Argentinean Fusion Jazz
performed by pianist, Emilio Teubal and
his instrumental ensemble, La
Balteuband.

Mr. Teubal and his group performed
jazz and tango, as well as Argentinean
farm music, chacarea and the national
dance, the zamba.

The venue for the Teatro Si! concert,
Galleria West, provided for an intimate
performance, and the beautiful artwork
on the surrounding walls served to further
emphasize the importance of all manner
of artistic expression.

~ Marylou Morano

Accomplished Vocalists
Assist WSO Ring in 2010

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOW BOAT SHOWSTOPPER…Soloist Leon Williams signs copies of his CD at
intermission of “The Great American Songbook” presented by conductor David
Wroe and the Westfield Symphony Orchestra. According to President of the
WSO Board of Trustees Mark Fleder, the New Year’s Eve concert was a sold-out
performance.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – David Wroe, mu-
sic director and conductor of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) since 1997, never disappoints.
As sure as New Year’s Eve brings
noisemakers, confetti and champagne
toasts, WSO delivers an effervescent
performance each December 31.

Held last Thursday evening at the
Westfield High School, the two-hour
concert saw people braving the cold
and forecasts of sleet and rain to
attend the sold-out concert, “The
Great American Songbook.”

This New Year’s Eve program
boasted a variety of classics by Irving
Berlin, Kander and Ebb, Lerner and
Lowe and Frank Loesser and more.
Maestro Wroe
started the pro-
gram with what he
described as the
evening’s “book-
ends” of the clas-
sical and popular
world of music.

Baritone Leon
Williams opened
with a sultry ver-
sion of George
Gershwin’s “It
Ain’t Necessarily
So,” from Porgy
and Bess. Leaning
against the wall of
stage right, Mr.
Williams playfully
pulled the audi-
ence into his dra-
matic presentation.

A trio of stellar
soloists, soprano
Diana Dimarzio,
soprano Johanna
Brickey and lyric
tenor Glenn Allen,
backed him up. In-
stead of using tra-
ditional bass,
tenor, soprano and
alto vocalists, Mr.
Wroe found per-
formers who were
versatile enough to cross over vocal
designations to accommodate his song
selections.

Ms. Dimarzio could belt out the
alto notes with the best of contraltos,
yet had the command of higher so-
prano notes. Ms. Brickey, with a more
lyrical quality to her voice, displayed
warmth in “It Might as Well Be
Spring” from Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s State Fair. Magnifi-
cent strings complemented her rich
tones.

With the aid of state-of the-art per-
sonal pack microphones, this year’s
performers were free to act out rhythm
and natural gestures. In year’s past,
the four soloists of the New Year’s
Eve program were seemingly teth-
ered invisibly to the standing micro-
phones. The new amplification sys-
tem provided a refreshing freedom of
movement.

Another departure from other years’
concerts was the intimate conversa-
tions with the vocalists.

“Instead of my standing up here
and giving you history of each com-
poser, I thought it might be nice to
hear from the soloists themselves,”
Mr. Wroe explained.

After Ms. Dimarzio sang an admi-
rable rendition of the dizzyingly fre-
netic number “(Not) Getting Married
Today” from Stephen Sondheim’s
musical, Company, Mr. Wroe asked
her how she prepared for the chal-
lenging song and how long it took her
to master the tongue-twisting lyrics.

She confessed that although it was a
mere two weeks, she sang it non-stop
night and day – even in the shower.

One of the most stirring arrange-
ments of the night featured the or-
chestra playing full out in “Happy
Days/Get Happy,” which Mr. Wroe
told the audience he had to transcribe
from You Tube since it had been
thrown out in 1976.

Later, Mr. Allen sang a romantic
melody from the My Fair Lady clas-
sic: “On the Street Where You Live.”
Mr. Wroe asked him about his versa-
tility in singing classical music as
well as Broadway tunes.

When queried about his preference,
the tenor gave a politically correct
answer that although he loved the
world’s classic operas (especially La

Bohème), he felt
privileged to be
able to sing from
the American
Songbook.

Memorable mu-
sical moments
were plentiful.
“One More for the
Road,” made fa-
mous by Frank
Sinatra, was per-
sonalized by Mr.
Williams. A mel-
low, soulful saxo-
phone enhanced
his crooning of the
famous torch
song.

A stereotypic
barstool might
have made more
visual impact than
his being seated on
the platform and
would have af-
forded the artist
flexibility.

Mr. Williams’s
tour de force of the
night, undoubt-
edly, was a poi-
gnant version of
“Old Man River”
from Kerns’ Show

Boat. The charismatic Mr. Williams
shared with the audience that although
he is not a bass, the older he gets, the
easier it is for him to reach the low
notes.

The tune — his father’s signature
song — gave him a connection with
his dad when he sang it. No surprise
that when Mr. Wroe informally polled
the audience to select an encore num-
ber, they asked for Mr. Williams’
memorable rendition of that Show
Boat showstopper.

It is easy to see why every year since
2007 the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts (NJSCA) has awarded WSO
its highest and most prestigious honor,
the Citation of Excellence.

It is also easy to see why the sym-
phony has been nominated for the
People’s Choice Award this year (the
public has until midnight, January
19, to cast their ballots. To vote for
WSO in the Orchestra category, go to
westfieldsymphony.org and click on
the People’s Choice Award ballet
icon.)

The second half of the “bookends”
of the night came with an exciting
version of Bernstein’s quartet “To-
night” from West Side Story. Maestro
Wroe said that he selected Gershwin
and Bernstein to open and close the
show because of their “lyricism,
beauty and hallmark of greatness.”
With the assistance of the accom-
plished vocalists, the orchestra added
its own hallmark of greatness in ring-
ing in the New Year.

Make a ‘Cameo’
Appearance at WSO

Tickets to WSO concerts
range from $25 to $70. How-
ever, it is still possible to pur-
chase a cameo subscription
package to the three remain-
ing WSO concerts for the 2009-
2010 season, which will give
people access to significant
ticket discounts and useful pri-
ority seating.

There are some exciting of-
ferings in store, ranging from
an authentic Argentinian Tango
spectacular to the grand finale
of the tri-state concerto com-
petition and fantasy-filled youth
concert to the season finale
featuring Beethoven’s 9th sym-
phony.

If audience members en-
joyed the New Year’s Eve con-
cert, they should vote for WSO
in the New Jersey People’s
Choice Award (details in story).

For full details about the re-
maining three concerts, see
west f ie ldsymphony.o rg /
tickets_schedule.php.

DECEMBER
CLARK —The patrons of the Clark

Recreation Center were treated to a per-
formance of the next generation of rock
stars, as the students of the Rahway Mu-
sic Company (RMC) took the stage to
perform for friends and family.

The event, dubbed Rockstock, was
designed to give the students who are
taught “rock instrumentation” a chance to
perform before an audience. Every stu-
dent from the RMC seemed to be repre-
sented.  Generally, the pieces were im-
pressively performed, and considering
the age of the students, they were truly
amazing to see. However, some perform-
ers visibly exhibited stage fright.

Rockstock was a worthy venue for
eager young musicians to show off their
chops, and while RMC may want to in-
clude a course on “stage presence,” it
proved itself to be a “rock-solid” crash
course in rock music.

“We always tell [the students] that no
one is perfect and that we’re all there to
have a good time,” said E. J. Gaub, founder
of the RMC.

~ Eric Nierstedt

WESTFIELD — Mostly Music, which
has been enriching the town’s musical life
since 1979, celebrated its 30th anniversary
with a special chamber music concert on
Sunday, December 20, at Temple Emanu-
El. The performance featured the Harlem
Quartet and Carter Brey, principal cellist
of the New Y Philharmonic.

Marylou Morano’s
“Book Nook” of 2009

The program included “At the Octaroon
Balls” by Wynton Marsalis, “Take the A
Train” by Billy Strayhorn and the String
Quintet in C-Major by Franz Schubert.
The concert also coincided with Temple
Emanu-El’s “I Have a Dream” program,
which mentors and offers financial sup-
port to underprivileged youth as they pur-
sue higher education.

Claire Harmon, founder and artistic
director of Mostly Music, first heard the
Harlem Quartet at Symphony Space in
New York.

“They were terrific. They were so en-
thusiastic in the way they played the music
and spoke to the audience. We’re very
lucky to have them,” she said.

~ Greg Waxberg

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club of
Westfield (WCW) celebrated the spirit of
the season with a Holiday Tea and Fash-
ion show at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. All monies raised by the event
were donated to Autism New Jersey.

WCW members and friends, and sev-
eral children from the community, mod-
eled an array of formal and every day
wear provided by Lord & Taylor of
Westfield. The event raised nearly $3,000,
according to Jennifer Principato, WCW
member and chairwoman of the event.

“We are grateful for all of today’s ef-
forts, including those of the WCW mem-
bers, volunteers and models,” said Ellen
Schisler, Autism New Jersey’s Director of
Development, who was present at the event.

 ~ Marylou Morano

A&E Year in Review

Part 2 of 2 July – DecemberBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Y’know how no matter what art
museum you visit there is always one
room you enter that has a giant paint-
ing taking up an entire wall? You’re
reaction is generally, why? Well, that’s
how Avatar, director James
Cameron’s often-brilliant but over-
long sci-fi extravaganza, initially
strikes you. Two-thirds of a wall would
have sufficed quite nicely.

The 11-year-old me might have
appreciated that excessive one-third,
consisting mostly of repetitive war
scenes that display the very latest in
FX gadgetry now available to film-
makers. Whereas the 14-year-old me
would be much more enthralled by
the rather brazen poli-sci allegory
that weaves its way through the glitz.

Think Dances With Wolves (1990)
melded with any number of anti-es-
tablishment flicks of the 1960s and a
dash of Nineteen Eighty-Four (1984)
thrown in for its prescience. Yep, our
sociopolitical system, military indus-
trial complex that it is, gets another
merciless drubbing, perhaps its most
fanciful and unapologetic yet.

The unmitigated exercise in self-
hatred takes our empire to task, deem-
ing it wrongheaded and evil, but stops
just short of saying its name. Suffice
it to note that the military forces
who’ve come to conquer the moon
Pandora and glean all its valuable
unobtanium, no matter how that af-
fects the indigenous Na’vi, are Earth-
lings.

Riding gallantly to the cause,
though he doesn’t know it at first, is
Corporal Jake Sully. Hardly the obvi-
ous hero due to an unfortunate war
injury, the Marine was rendered a
paraplegic. His thoughts as he travels
in cryogenic state to this moon of
Polyphemus bring us up to speed. His
twin, an avatar driver, was killed. He
will replace him.

So here’s what an avatar is. It’s
really quite cool, though as employed
here by the invading powers it’s just a
technologically advanced way of
speaking with forked tongue. Com-
bining human matter with Na’vi stuff
creates a hybrid of the two. If biologi-
cally linked to this avatar, a human,
dormant in a large, MRI-like tube,
can control it.

It’s expensive. That’s why Jake’s
aboard. Otherwise, the avatar he soon
inhabits would have died with his
DNA-alike brother. Pity is, while sci-
entists like Sigourney Weaver’s Dr.
Grace Augustine had idealistic rea-
sons for creating the program, The
Man seized the science as a way to
gain the trust of the blue-skinned folk
he wished to conquer.

At the occupying force’s mission
control on Pandora, an unholy alli-
ance exists between Big Business,
represented by Giovanni Ribisi’s
Parker Selfridge, and the army that
does its bidding, led by Colonel Miles
Quaritch’s frothing-at-the-mouth
gyrene. Dr. Augustine’s mostly altru-
istic, scientific support team is the
misled, necessary stepchild.

Landing in this metaphoric primer
on what’s wrong with humankind,
Sam Worthington’s Jake Sully is just
trying to survive. It is the year 2154.
While rich folk with his disability
could afford a remedying operation,
it’s not going to happen on a Marine’s
salary. But then an opportunity to
make a deal with the devil presents
itself.

Cozying up to Jake, Quaritch
(Stephen Lang) informs that the
young soldier, whose avatar will
shortly be walking among the Na’vi,
could be helpful in a reconnaissance
sort of way. No one need know of
their arrangement. Just come back
with useful info that will help subju-
gate the natives and he’ll see to it
that the corporal gets his working
legs back.

Thus, descending into the breach,
first with Dr. Augustine holding his
hand, Jake is introduced to this ulti-
mate rain forest. But the inveterate
rebel strays away to learn that Eden is
not without its dangers. Reminiscent
of the gladiator/prehistoric monster/
Steve Reeves films of the ‘50s and
‘60s, he is soon fending off all man-
ner of charging beast.

Fighting valiantly but terribly out-
numbered, his moxie and spirit are
not lost on a quietly curious observer
who presently comes to his rescue.
Firing poison arrows one, two, three
is Zoe Saldana’s Princess Neytiri, the
Na’vi’s answer to the huntress Diana.
Before long, she is his tutor of all
things spiritual and unspoiled. They
become an item.

Expect the usual Romeo and Juliet
convolutions to emanate from this
cross-species affaire de coeur, hyper-
accentuated as full-blown conflict
erupts between the unwelcome visi-
tors and the home team. Here, though
the lifelike avatars and Na’vi have
already more than impressed us, di-
rector Cameron shows off all his new
techno toys.

The redundancy is tiresome. But
happily, after the electric light ‘n’
shrapnel show settles and our interest
is regained, the cautionary message
remains intact. Though stopping short
of having a foreword by Al Gore, and
oxymoronic by virtue of its commer-
cial heft, Avatar might very well help
our young life forms see the forest
from the trees.

* * *
Avatar, rated PG-13, is a Twentieth

Century-Fox Film Corporation re-
lease directed by James Cameron and
stars Sam Worthington, Zoe Saldana
and Sigourney Weaver. Running time:
162 minutes

Avatar: Dances With Aliens

Simplistic On the Surface, Artist’s
Works Carry Personal Meaning

WHS Student Organizes
Fundraiser to End Bullying
WESTFIELD – Justin Rosin, a

senior at Westfield High School
(WHS), is organizing a fundraiser to
bring John Halligan to speak at WHS
about bullying and teen-suicide pre-
vention. Mr. Halligan’s 13-year-old
son committed suicide in 2003 due
to excessive bullying.

Mr. Halligan has been interviewed
by Oprah and Diane Sawyer, and gives
lectures to high schools and middle
schools throughout the country to pre-
vent teen suicide and stop bullying. His
son, Ryan, was bullied relentlessly
online and in school. His despair was so
great that he hung himself.

“Seventy-seven percent of students
have reported that they have been
bullied. There are many more who
are silent about it,” said Justin. “Eighty
percent of all teens who have com-
mitted suicide tried seeking help be-
fore they committed suicide. It has
become so common that experts have
labeled it ‘Bullycide.’ I was so dis-
turbed by this story and other tragic
stories I’ve heard that I knew I had to
do something about it. That’s why I
want our school to hear John
Halligan’s amazing presentation.”

Mr. Halligan speaks all over the
country and has been instrumental
in curbing bullying in schools. David
Montgomery, principal of West Essex

School, said this about John
Halligan’s presentation: “Your [John
Halligan] powerful presentation has
impacted our entire student body.
We are already witnessing a kinder,
more tolerant group of students
throughout the school.”

Joseph Baeta, principal of
Holbrook High School, described
the presentation as “Exceptional and
hit home with our students.”

Justin is also a leader for the Tran-
sition Project at Westfield High
School, a program that helps incom-
ing freshmen adjust to the high
school. To enhance and reinforce
Mr. Halligan’s presentation, he has
created and will implement a seg-
ment of Transition for students to
discuss and process the presenta-
tion.

Justin is collecting donations to
the John Halligan fund and asks do-
nors to make checks payable to:
Westfield High School (WHS) and
write “John Halligan Fund” in the
memo section.

Contributions should be mailed to
Michael Seiler, Westfield High School,
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, N.J. 07090.
E-mail questions to
justinrosin@comcast.net. For more in-
formation on John Halligan and his son’s
story, visit ryanpatrickhalligan.org.

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – The human body and all
its glory has been the focus of artists
throughout the ages.

And so it is with Tom Nussbaum.
Sort of.

Mr. Nussbaum’s exhibit, “Draw-
ings, Papercuts and Sculpture,” was
recently on exhibit at Union County
College’s Tomasulo Gallery.

Much of Mr. Nussbaum’s study of
the human form is restricted to heads
and stomachs.

And since he is partial to birds and
fish, he sometimes shows the human
form in bird and fish stomachs, as in
one creature consuming another.

Such is the case with his “Fat Bird
II,” a graphite on Strathmore paper,
and “Man In Fish,” constructed of
Yatsuo (Japanese handmade) paper.

A resident of Montclair, Mr.
Nussbaum describes his work as be-
ing “a process of self-discovery, a
personal mining of images that have
psychological meaning.”

While much of his work is simplis-
tic and sometimes nothing short of a
circle and perhaps a few strokes here

and there, it is saturated in personal
meaning.

For example, his graphite on
Strathmore paper “Two Dots Two
Dashes” is nothing more than what it
says, simply arranged to reveal a face.

“Some of my work expresses inte-
rior feelings, and much of it focuses
on relationships between family mem-
bers and friends, between the indi-
vidual and society and between the
conscious and the subconscious self,”
he explained.

The reference to relationships is
expressed in how the artist layers
subjects one on another, an effect
seen in both drawings and sculpture.

His sculpture “Bag Man” shows a
man holding a bulging bag.

On closer inspection, the viewer
sees the outline of a human head strain-
ing against the material of the bag.

The artist picks up a similar theme
with “The Weight,” a graphite on
Strathmore paper work that shows a
man struggling under the weight of a
huge round circle.

For all their simplicity, the pieces
in “Drawing, Papercuts and Sculp-
ture” are the result of a multi-step
process.

According to the artist, the images
are first drawn, then developed
through the paper cutting and sculp-
ture process.

Mr. Nussbaum has won numerous
awards for his work, among them the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
Individual Artist Fellowship, the Vir-
ginia Center for the Creative Arts
Fellowship and a Heathcote Fellow-
ship at the MacDowell Colony.

His work has been shown at the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey, the
Hunterdon Museum of Art in Clinton
and at the Shore Institute for Contem-
porary Art in Long Branch, among
others.

Mr. Nussbaum’s artistic work has
spilled over into the entrepreneurial
arena.

He is the founder of two cottage
industries, The Acme Robot Com-
pany, a producer of nightlights, and
the Atomic Iron Works, a company
that makes iron hat and coat racks and
other items of his own design.

More information about the artist
can be found at tomnussbaum.com.

The Tomasulo Gallery, which is
located in the Kenneth MacKay Li-
brary on the UCC-Cranford Campus,
will be closed until January 22, 2010,
at which time it will present a multi-
artist exhibit of works of artists who
have used personal stories as artistic
inspiration.

More information about this and
other forthcoming exhibits can be
found on ucc.edu.

WHS Concert Choir Offers Tree Pickup
WESTFIELD – While still glowing

from their Carnegie Hall debut on No-
vember 30, the Westfield High School
Concert Choir is again offering to help
area residents dispose of their Christ-
mas trees in exchange for a $10 dona-
tion to be used for the vocal music
department.

Anyone interested in having their
tree picked up is asked to e-mail

William Mathews, choral director,
at wmathews@westfieldnjk12.org,
and it will be relayed to the choir
officers.

Individuals are asked to include
their name, address and telephone
number. This year’s tree pickup will
be one day only – Saturday, January
9. The deadline to make arrange-
ments is noontime, Friday, January 8.


