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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School seniors
Julian Campo and Joe Brady won
their respective weight classes at the
Bloomfield Holiday Tournament held
in Bloomfield (B) on December 30.
The host team won the team title with
176 points and claimed four indi-
vidual champions.

The Cougars (C), who had five
matmen competing in the finals, tied
the Caldwell (Ca) Chiefs, who
claimed no individual champions, for
third place with 151 points. Passaic
Valley (PV) had four individual cham-
pions and placed second with 175
points. Nutley (N) had two individual
champions and placed fifth with 135
points. Clifton (Cl) had one individual
champion and placed sixth with 105.5
points. Verona (V) had one champion
and finished seventh with a 93 total
and Ridge (R) placed eighth with 45
points.

Campo showed Shane Cunningham
(Caldwell) the lights in 1:06 to ad-
vance to the 215-lb finals where he
did the same to Joe Festa (Verona) in
1:34.

“Julian became more aggressive
on his feet which was good to see,”

Cougar Head Coach Darren Torsone
said. “We know he is tough on the
mat, this is what he needed to do to
become a better wrestler.”

Brady pinned Tom Trommolen
(Clifton) in 2:34 in the heavyweight
semifinals. Facing Dan Pierce of
Caldwell in the title bout, Brady
scored a takedown late in the third-
period to secure a 7-4 victory.

“Brady wrestled a smart, tough
tournament. He has been doing a nice
job finding a way to score on good
heavyweights, who maintain good
position throughout the match,” coach

Torsone said. He wears them down,
moves them around and create op-
portunities.”

Cougar junior Joe Giaccio recorded
a 1:27 fall over Peter Tantillo (Passaic
Valley) in the 119-lb quarterfinals,
then advanced to the title bout after
adding a 1:48 fall over Caldwell Chief
Nick Rogers. In the finals, he suf-
fered a mild upset at the hands of
Bloomfield’s Chris Lantz, who won a
5-3 decision. Giaccio had defeated
Lantz via 12-4, majority decision last
year in the tournament.

Casino Night Benefiting Cranford
Project Graduation Set for Jan. 22

CRANFORD – Cranford
Project Graduation will host a
Casino Night at the Gran Centuri-
ons in Clark on Friday, January
22, at 7 p.m. The event, sponsored
by the Cranford PTA, will raise
funds to sponsor a safe, drug and
alcohol free graduation night cel-
ebration for Cranford High School
seniors. The event offers a night
of hors d’oeuvres and games of
chance including Black-Jack,
Craps, Roulette, Poker and slots.
Tickets are $35 in advance and
$40 at the door.

“As one of the first major com-
munity social events after the holi-
day season, Casino Night offers a
wonderful opportunity to connect
with friends you haven’t seen over

the winter, while enjoying a fun filled
night in support of a program that
effectively reduces some of the more
significant risks associated with un-
chaperoned high school graduation
parties,” said Kathleen Hartnett,
Chairperson for Project Graduation.

The Vegas-style event is a new
addition to Project Graduation’s ex-
isting fundraising efforts and hopes
are high that community support will
lead to a strong turnout. “Casino
Night will be the largest fundraising
event tied to Project Graduation,”
Hartnett said, “and we are counting
on the money raised here to fund the
majority of the graduation night ac-
tivities slated for June of next year.”

Casino Night is open to anyone
over the age of 21. There are several

options to support Project Gradu-
ation include purchasing or sell-
ing tickets on behalf of the
Cranford PTA, sponsoring the
event and making a donation.

To purchase tickets, please con-
tact: Grace Williams at (908) 276-
2767 or gbwilliams4@verizon.net
– Mary Ann Ramey at (908) 272-
4039 or mampr1@comcast.net –
or visit Periwinkle’s located at 17
North Union Avenue, Cranford

************************
For more information on Casino

Night, Project Graduation, spon-
sorships, etc. please contact:
Kathleen Hartnett, Project Gradu-
ation Chairperson, at
k.hartnett@comcast.net or call
(908) 276-9530 or (201) 738-5653

GREEN, GRIER, GROSS LEAD COUGARS IN SCORING

Cougar Cagers Stop Rahway,
Fall to Montclair, Paterson E.S.

GIACCIO, BUONTEMPO, DiGIOVANNI PLACE SECOND

Campo, Brady Grab Crowns
At Bloomfield Mat Tourney

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior center Will Green and se-
nior guard Kendall Grier bucketed 21
points and 17 points, respectively, to
lead the Cranford High School boys
basketball team past Rahway, 63-50,
in a Union County Watchung Confer-
ence Division game in Rahway on
December 22.

Six days later, on December 28, a
strong Montclair Mounties team
burned the Cougars, 47-46, in the
first round of the Mighty Ghosts Tour-
nament at Paterson East Side. One
day later, on December 29, Paterson
East Side got the best of the Cougars,
68-59.

The Cougars quickly set the 0-2
Rahway Indians back on their heels
and sprinted to an 18-4 lead in the
first quarter. By halftime, the Cou-
gars had the game well in hand with
a 33-13 lead.

Green, who hit half of his field
goals and was 1-for-3 from the char-
ity line, made a pair of steals, had an
assist, pulled eight rebounds – five
offensive – and blocked a shot against
the Indians. Grier, who also sank half
of his shots, including a 3-pointer, hit
two of three from the line and added
four assists, three steals and three
rebounds. Senior guard Greg Goode
sank five points, including a 3-pointer,
contributed three assists, had two re-
bounds and created three acts of theft.
Sophomore Chris Gross pumped in
10 points, grabbed three rebounds,
blocked a shot and had a steal. Junior
point guard Sean Trotter had three
rebounds, two assists and two steals.
Senior guard Nick Pace banged a 3-
pointer and had four assists, a steal

and a rebound.
Marquis Staton nailed a jump shot

with two seconds remaining to give
the 3-1 Montclair Mounties the vic-
tory over the Cougars. Senior for-
ward Travis Layne bucketed 18 points
and pulled 12 boards. The Cougars
did hold a 25-17 lead at halftime, but
the Mounties narrowed the score to
33-31 at the end of the third quarter.

Green led the Cougars with 15
points, including 5-for-6 from the line,
but Gross was close behind with 14
points. Green also led in rebounds
with 12, while contributing two blocks
and an assist. Gross pulled down six
boards, including two offensive, and
added a blocked shot. Grier, who had
some difficulty from the charity line

hitting only two of seven, finished
with six points, four rebounds and an
assist. Pace put up six points, includ-
ing a 3-pointer, and was the chief thief
with five steals. He also had a pair of
rebounds and a pair of assists. Trotter
had four points, five rebounds, three
assists and a pair of steals. Goode had
four rebounds, two assists and a steal.

The game against 3-1 Paterson East
Side was very close entering the fourth
quarter, as the Cougars trailed 32-30
at the half and 38-37 after three quar-
ters. Grier (three 3-pointers), Gross
and Trotter (3-pointer) each sank 12
points. This time Grier, who had four
rebounds, four assists and two steals,
hit all three of his free throws. Gross
had two rebounds, while Trotter fin-
ished with four rebounds, three steals
and three assists. Green had eight
points and five rebounds (3 offen-
sive). Pace had six points, three as-
sists and a theft. Goode also bucketed
six points, while adding four assists,
two steals and two rebounds. Bryan
Fitzsimmons nailed a 3-pointer.
Cranford 18 15 18 12 63
Rahway   4   9 19 19 50

Montclair   6 11 14 16 47
Cranford   9 16   8 13 46

Cranford 18 12 17 12 59
East Side 13 19 16 20 68

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Cranford High School senior Julian Campo upped his record to 6-0 after claiming
the 215-lb crown at the Bloomfield Holiday Wrestling Tournament on December 30. Campo pinned Shane Cunningham of
Caldwell in the semifinals and went on to pin Joe Festa of Verona in the title bout.

Lady Cougars Freeze
Comet Cagers, 49-39
The Cranford High School girls

basketball team elevated its record to
4-1 with a 49-39 victory over the
Hillside Lady Comets in Cranford on
January 5. Senior center Danielle
Gross led the Cougars with 16 points
and sophomore guard Morgan Miller
pumped in 12 points, which included
four free throws.

Senior forward Jamie Webb hit four
free throws and finished with seven
points. Freshman guard Jess McCoy
sank six points. Senior forward Tay-
lor D’Antico and freshmen guard
Jenna Goeller each had three points.
Sara Guiglia had two points.
Hillside   7   6 11 15 39
Cranford 14 12 11 12 49

COUGAR SNACK:

Online Cougar Exclusive:
For Cranford High School sports,

check out the Online Exclusive Cou-
gar pages at – www.goleader.com –
Go to bottom of main page – Click
Cougar Pages.

Online Exclusive Cougar pages
can also be accessed by clicking
on “Archives”.

Great Teen & Young Adult Programs
Also Special Needs Camps.

Check our website for a list of camps, directions & additional dates & venues.
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Saturday, Jan. 16, 2010
The Grand Summit

570 Springfield Ave., Summit

Saturday, Jan. 23, 2010
The Excelsior

355 Rt. 9 S., Manalapan

Sunday, Jan. 24, 2010
Bridgewater Marriott

700 Commons Way, Bridgewater

Sunday, Jan. 31, 2010
East Hanover Ramada Inn

& Conference Center
130 Route 10 West, E. Hanover

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
Coldwell Banker International President’s Circle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008
Direct Line: 908-917-5801
maryaliceryan@comcast.net

Maryalice Ryan, MBA, ABR, SRES, ASP
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

415 Hillside Avenue • One of Westfield’s Most Notable Homes
This stunning and elegant Colonial is completely updated with 5 large bedrooms, 5 ½ baths and custom
appointments at every turn. Ideal for today’s lifestyle, a sunny kitchen opens to a spectacular family room with
abundant windows that welcome in natural light. A stately library with custom built-ins and wet bar, office
with fireplace, and possible in-law suite are added amenities. This gracious home combines old-world elegance
with modern conveniences and is suited to the finest entertaining and the comforts of family living. The
private, ¾ acre property boasts a bluestone patio, professional landscaping, and an unparalleled location. This
is a rare and exciting opportunity to own one of Westifield’s most exceptional homes. Priced at $2,399,000.
Please call me for a private viewing.

Probitas Verus Honos
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