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Bundy, Jacobs Place Third
At John Goles Mat Tourney

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mailman’ Packs His Bags
And Heads For Florida

“Neither rain, nor sleet, nor gloom
of night stays these couriers from the
swift completion of their appointed
rounds.” That’s the unofficial motto
of the U.S. Postal Service. Since the
statute of limitations is long past on
this, it can now be revealed that a
barking dog in the doorway or an
unshoveled sidewalk after a snow-
storm might have occasionally kept
Joe (The Mailman) Wheatley from
delivering the mail to certain stops.

“Wheats” was a Renaissance man
of sorts, employed by the post office
as a carrier, and later owning his own
landscaping business. He also spent
over a decade coaching and officiat-
ing little league baseball, football and
basketball, junior high school and jun-
ior varsity basketball and baseball
games, and also delivering pizza. The
last few years he was an assistant
baseball coach at Roosevelt, and let us
not forget that he was the beloved
crossing guard at both South Avenue
and Tuttle Parkway, and more recently
at Lawrence Avenue and Sinclair
Place. I swear that nearly every one of
the dozens and dozens of kids, who
crossed the street daily said, “Have a
nice day, Joe” and he’d respond by
wishing them the same, using their
first name every time.

Joe was also one of the great batting
practice pitchers ever. During our years
together coaching the Phillies and the
Westfield 9-10 and 11-12 summer
teams of the late ’60s and early ’70s,
it’s safe to say there was never a better
b. p. guy. You barely needed a catcher,
because everything he threw was a
hittable strike.

Other than my time (1967-69)
aboard the U.S.S. Wasp, we were close
to inseparable from about 1965 to
1975, whether it was playing basket-
ball behind Roosevelt or coaching little

league sports 12 months a year, foot-
ball, basketball, baseball and summer
baseball. And those once-a-week trips
to Ange and Min’s in Kenilworth for
Italian food and cold beers. How I
miss those nights.

Joe was a couple of years older
(Holy Trinity, ’59) than me and pretty
quiet about everything. It was almost
30 years after we had stopped coach-
ing together that Pat Kennedy told
me at a class reunion that he consid-
ered Joe “the best baseball player I
ever saw.”

Over the years I saw less and less of
Joe, unless I was in town and stopped
by Lawrence Avenue to rehash old
Phillies and Steelers games from 35-
40 years earlier. Our weekly dinners
had become bi-monthly, then semi-
annual and then annual, until I can’t
remember when the last one happened.
But it was still a shock when, during a
recent phone call, Joe told me that he
was leaving Westfield and heading to
Florida, as of the first of December.

“My address will be 1412 Astor
Commons Place 3, Brandon, Florida,
33511. And my cell number is (908)
917-3247,” he said. “Be sure to let
everybody know in the Devil’s Den.
I’d love to have visitors.”

My mind swirled … the humid sum-
mer days at Gumbert Field … the
cool, crisp November afternoon foot-
ball practices at Tamaques 2 … the
Saturdays when we coached the
Phillies and then umpired two or three
other games at Gumbert before hit-
ting the old Oakland House in
Garwood (now a bank) for their quar-
ter beers … the road trips down the
Turnpike to Bordentown to watch the
Post 3 Legion baseball team play in a
Fourth of July Tournament … me and
Joe playing Bob Felter and Otto Argast
2-on-2 behind Roosevelt on Novem-
ber 24, 1963, when we learned Jack
Ruby had shot and killed Lee Harvey
Oswald, the alleged assassin of Presi-
dent Kennedy.

To every thing, turn, turn, turn, there
is a season …

But it’s not like Joe is gone forever.
He said he’d be up next June, when a

bunch of his former Roosevelt base-
ball players – Brett Johnson, Trip
Nugent, Max Fusaro, Robbie Ander-
son, Mike Buontempo, Tim Younger
– graduate from Westfield High School
(WHS). And I’m sure he’ll be coming
north every two years for the Westfield
Athletic Hall of Fame inductions. He
hasn’t missed one yet.

“It was just time to move on,” Joe
said. “Since I made the decision, so
many great memories have been com-
ing back to me … the Phillies … the
Steelers … the Conquistadors … the
summer baseball tournaments … all
the great kids we got to coach, the
great parents.

“When I hear people complain about
Westfield people having their noses in
the air and being born with silver
spoons, I just figure those are people
jealous that they weren’t able to live
and grow up in Westfield. It’s the best
town going. I’m going to miss it. It was
just time for something new.”

LUCKY 13 FOR EVERLY
Kevin Everly is currently in his

13th year as the varsity boys basket-
ball coach at WHS. That’s longer than
anybody in school history. John Lay
(1953-64) and Joe Soviero (1979-90)
each coached 12 years. Everly also
has coached the most games, 273, two
more than Soviero, with Lay third at
266. Lay is the leader in wins with
179, including two county champions
and one sectional title. Everly has 124
and Soviero had 119.

The current WHS team took a 3-1
record into Tuesday’s game with Lin-
den and visits Cranford this afternoon
at 4 p.m. WHS won the Butch Kowal
Memorial Tournament at Rahway last
week with a 43-36 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) in the cham-
pionship game. With Pat Sabatino in
foul trouble, Ryan Hess and Hugo
Nolasco stepped up. WHS also won
the Kowal tourney in 2006 and ’07.

NOT MEZZIN’ AROUND
Matt Meserole had some fast times

in the recent Bridgewater and SP-F
swim meets. Though finishing sec-
ond in both races, the senior captain
knocked Hall of Famer Steve Schmitt
(’70) off the Top 15 List in both the
200 IM (2:01.15) and 100 fly (53.xx),
both efforts good for No. 8 all-time.
Schmitt is considered one of the two
or three greatest swimmers ever at
WHS.

“Mezz” also split a 46.6 on the an-
chor leg of the 400 relay against SP-F.

SWIM REUNION
The Franklin and Marshall Invita-

tional on December 5-6 in Lancaster,
Pa., was a reunion of six former WHS
swim team captains: Juniors Katie
Morgan (College of New Jersey) and
Colin Sullivan (Susquehanna), sopho-
more Matt Blutfield (Gettysburg), and
freshmen Max Blum (F&M), Matt
Morgan (TCNJ) and Evan Paulan
(TCNJ).

Sullivan finished third in both the
100 (59.72) and 200 (2:12.75) breast-
strokes. Paulan had a fifth in the 200-
individual medley (2 .68) and a fourth
in the 200-breast (2:14.28). Blum was
14th in the 500-free (5 .78), 11th in the
400 IM (4:29.15) and fifth in the 1,650-
free (17:17.62).

Katie Morgan was runnerup in the
200-breast (2:29.44) and seventh in
the 100 (1:09.76), while Matt 10th in

the 100-breast (1:02.92) and 11th in
the 2-breast (2:19.01). “Blut” finished
19th in the 100-fly (56.17), 13th in the
1-breast (1:04.32) and 15th in the 2-
breast (2:21.67).

DID YOU KNOW?
Speaking of WHS swimming, three

former Blue Devils have served cap-
tain of the swim team at Dartmouth
College. They are: Terry Bentley
(Dartmouth, ’62), Matt Bagger (’86)
and Christina Caroe (’92).
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO …

Jerry Kroll?
An outstanding basketball player/

pitcher, he moved to Houston in the
early 1960s.

The 6-foot-4 forward was a prolific
high school scorer – imagine him in
the same frontcourt with WHS Hall of
Famer Bob Felter! – who later played
with former Cranford star Wayne
Huckel on some outstanding Davidson
University teams under legendary
coach Lefty Dreisell.

These days Kroll, who was a sixth-
round draft pick of the L.A. Lakers,
owns an insurance agency in Katy,
Texas.

(If you’re wondering “whatever
happened to … whomever?” contact
me at the e-mail address below and
we’ll see what we can do to find out.)

IN THE GENES
Trevor Stiefken has already picked

up a couple of tournament champion-
ships for the Delaware Valley High
School wrestling team. Trevor is the
son of 1972 WHS state champion
Kurt Stiefken.

On December 19, Stiefken won the
135-pound title at the JFK Mustang
Invitational in Woodbridge. On De-
cember 26 he added the 130-pound
title at the John Goles Memorial Tour-
nament at Warren Hills. Del-Val won
both team titles.

THINGS WE’D LIKE (AND
EXPECT) TO SEE IN 2010

The boys and girls swim teams win
the Union County and state Public A
championships.

Christian Barnes win the 140-pound
state wrestling title.

The AMO line (Attanasio, Meyer,
O’Brien) and goalie Steve Wronski
power the hockey team to the county
title and deep into the state tournament.

The girls basketball team develop
players to compliment Amanda
Markowski, Katie Ponce and Diana
Venezia, and win the county title.

The baseball team to capture the
North 2 Group 4 championship, be-
hind the battery of Aiden Scanlon and
A.J. Murray.

Nikki Aronson, Tara Criscuolo and
Katie Esler have huge softball seasons.

The boys tennis team make another
run at a state Group 4 title.

The boys and girls lacrosse teams
have turnaround seasons.

John Turnbull produce another golf
powerhouse.

Ryan Hess return to football and
break the school single-season receiv-
ing record.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike the new owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue East) is Ryan
Hess. The junior scored 15 points,
including some clutch foul shooting,
to lead WHS over SP-F 43-36 in the
title game of the Butch Kowal Tourna-
ment in Rahway.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Ryan Hess
Basketball

nament, and I felt that we did a good
job,” Raider Head Coach John Scholz
said. “All but two wrestlers won a
match. I felt that we competed a lot
better in this tournament than we did
in our last dual match. My wrestlers
came to wrestle on the day of the
tournament, and they battled every
match that they wrestled in. We were
proud of them for their performance.”

Wrestling at 125-lbs, Bundy de-
feated Chris Sarao (PJ), 5-1, and
grabbed a 14-3 majority decision over
Nick Matthews (WM). He dropped a
very close 7-6 decision to Owen Boyle
(NH) and claimed a 7-4 victory over
Steve Churchill (Nw) to up his season
record to 6-1.

“Tristan, was much better then
Boyle, but he gave up points with two
full-nelson calls. Tristan would run a
wrist and a half and Boyle would
bring up the wrist that Tristan had and
put it up near his neck and the official
awarded him the points,” coach Scholz
explained.

Jacobs won three of his four bouts at
215-lbs. He pinned Sam Carvano (Mb)
in 4:20. His loss was a tough 12-10
decision to Victor Ramos (Nw) who
finished second. Jacobs also defeated
Chris Hill (WM) via a fall in 2:28 and
Mario Ciabatoni (E) via a 4-2 decision.

Raider sophomore Sean Cannon
placed fourth at 130-lbs. He recorded
a 16-0 technical fall over Dylan
Schade (PJ) and dropped a 4-3 deci-
sion to Mike Sickles (WM), who
placed second.

According to coach Scholz, “Sean
had a great match with Sickles. He
could have beaten him if he was
healthy at the time.”

Cannon grabbed a 14-2 majority

decision over Kevin Bundschuh (WH)
and lost 6-2 to Jason Behrens (NH).
Josh Foote placed fourth at 145-lbs.
He defeated Reece Parsons (Mb), 6-
2, and Adam Armstrong (Nw), 5-0,
and lost twice to Beauregard Vrancken
(NH).

Jawan Gaines placed fifth at 135-
lbs with a 3-1 victory over Pat
Colicchio (Mb) and a 37-second fall
over Rob Tessier (S). He lost 6-3 to
Derek Zehnbauer (DV) and in 4:29 to
Matt Schuebel (WH). Brian Laspe,
who placed fifth, recorded a 2:14 fall
over CJ Peterson (PJ) at 189-lbs. Mike
Steinfeld placed fifth at 140-lbs and
had a 9-3 victory over Matt Tedona
(WM). At 160-lbs, John Devia re-
corded an 8-7 decision over Walt
Gonzales (E).

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Cody Barbiche (DV) p Josh
Giordano (NH), 5:01
112: — Kevin Churchill (Nw) p Chris
Greenwald (WH), :53
119: — Anthony Peterson (E) d Kevin
Antero (Nw), 3-2
125: — Bob Stevely (DV) d Ray
DeLaNunez (E), 5-2
130: — Trevor Stefken (DV – father is Kurt
Stefken a former NJSIAA champ from
Westfield) d Mike Sickles (WM), 7-4
135: — Jon Risk (Nw) d Matt Schuebel
(WH), 1-0
140: — Anthony Gaito (WH) p Devon
Coates (E), 2:22
145: — Kyle Mesce (DV) d Mark Fleming
(WM), 4-2
152: — Chris Cancelliere (NH) d Ryan
Geiner (DV), 5-2
160: — Casey Campbell (Nw) d Will Van
Doren (DV), 4-2
171: — Matt Artigliere (WH) d Rudy
Kolakowski (PJ), 10-6
189: — Steve Mihail (Nw) d Herbie Skin-
ner (WM), 6-1
215: — Kyle O’Donnell (WH) p Victor
Ramos (Nw), 3:14
Hwt: — Jack Delia (NH) d John Stack
(WH), 11-6, 3 OT

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Janu-
ary 27, 2010, at 7:30 P.M. in the lower level
meeting room of the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at 40 South Avenue, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 56, Lot
5, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Nicola and Christina Porchetta.
The applicant seeks a use variance for a
new mixed use building in the Light Indus-
trial Zone. In addition, the applicant seeks
a minor subdivision (rear lot line adjust-
ment) with 47 LaGrande Avenue (Block 56
Lot 18) owned by Dennis Gardon.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application
is available for public inspection during
normal business hours (8 AM to 4 PM,
Monday - Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at
said hearing and participate therein in
accordance with the rules of the Fanwood
Planning Board.

 Applicant:
40 South Avenue, LLC

201 Wilton Avenue
Middlesex, New Jersey 08846

Attorney for Applicant:
Richard M. Cohen, Esq.
Schiller & Pittenger
1771 Front Street
Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
1 T - 1/7/10, The Times Fee: $37.74

Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate

908-233-6417, Direct Dial 
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

419 Everson Place    Westfield, NJ 
A wonderful location, timeless details, hardwood floors, 
antique woodwork, moldings & high ceilings adorn this 
charming Colonial. The fire lit living room and formal 
dining room with walk-in bay window & updated bath 
welcome all. Relax in the family room or in the updated 
eat-in kitchen. The 2nd  floor has sunlit bedrooms, an up-
dated bath & an enclosed porch. There is also a walk-up 
3rd floor with two more bedrooms & storage, a 1st floor 
laundry room and a lovely yard with deck.  Presented for 
$599,000. Dir: Summit Ave to Everson

Open House, Sunday January 10th, 1— 4pm 

Beautiful Ranch off Lawrence Avenue! 
Great Location! Walk to NYC Bus!

Walking Distance to Schools!

Spacious, Bright, Comfortable and Easy to Maintain 
“you will never want to move again”

3 Bedroom, 2 ½ Bathroom Ranch, 2 Car Garage, 
Eat in Kitchen, Dining Room, Large Closets, Laundry Room on first floor, 

Master Bedroom with two walk in closets, Hardwood Floors, High Ceilings 
in basement. Furnace and Hot Water Heater recently replaced.

 Great Family Room with Skylight, Large Brick Fireplace and Hearth 
and exit to a Spacious Private Back Yard. 

Brick siding on the front and cedar siding on the back. 

For sale by owner. By appointment only.
Call 908.233.6523 or 908.477.4488, Between 9am and 8pm

For Sale
by Owner
$950,000

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

REGIONAL HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Please be advised that the Westfield
Board of Health will conduct their annual
Re-Organization Meeting on Monday,
January 11, 2010, at 5:00 PM. The meet-
ing will be held in Council Conference
Chamber, located on the first floor of the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey.

Members of the public are welcome to
attend.
1 T - 1/7/10, The Leader Fee: $12.75

Embraced by alluring grounds, this delightful Westfield Center Hall Colonial has a gra-
cious ambiance that enlivens the many sun lit rooms. The formal living room and dining 
room are adorned with bay windows and moldings. The eat-in kitchen has a greenhouse 
window that brings nature indoors. A master bedroom with full bath, three more bed-
rooms, warmed by the rays of the sun are joined by another full bath and good closet 
space to craft a lovely second floor. A first floor powder room, full basement with rec 
room and bar area and an exceptional location ensure that this is a wonderful place to 
call home. Presented for $645,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

   

 Cathy Splinter, Sales Associate 
  908-398-7200, Cellular 
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award   1997—2008 

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com
Roselle Park Invt’l Wrestling

SPF/Nwk N. 13 Tech Basketball


