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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Westfield-Mountainside Red Cross to
Hold Casino Night Fundraiser

Visit UCC online at 
www.ucc.edu
FOR INFORMATION CALL 908-709-7518 OR

� Choose from over 75 Programs of Study
or English as a Second Language

� Spring ‘10 Semester begins 
January 21 (register until Jan. 27)

� Spring ‘10 Late Start classes begin 
February 4 (register until Feb. 10)

� Transfer as a junior to prestigious 
4-year colleges or universities

� Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or
weekends

� Learn from home
with Online Courses
or Telecourses 

� Only $94 per credit
for Union County
 residents

Choose

Open to Westfield Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. Sign up 
online at www.wmlnj.org and click on Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 ext 4122. 

The Westfield Memorial Library    
550 East Broad Street 

Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090 

Dr. Marc Mappen, referred to by the New York Times as 
"the eminent New Jersey historian," presents his newest 
book, There's More to New Jersey Than the Sopranos.
This prolific author, a former dean at Rutgers, will cover 
the humorous, scandalous, and tragic tales of New Jersey 
filled with such characters as Annie Oakley, Ulysses S. 
Grant, Benedict Arnold, and Shoeless Joe Jackson, as well 
as episodes like the 1938 Martian Invasion broadcast. If 
you're a lover of history or fan of New Jersey, be sure this 
program is on your calendar! Copies of the book will be 
available for autographing by the author. 

The Westfield Memorial Library 
presents  

There's More
to New Jersey
Than
the Sopranos 

Wednesday, January 13  7:00 pm 

321 Elm Street    Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 232-7090

www.westfieldmtside-redcross.org/
Email: westfieldmtside@comcast.net

American Red Cross
Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

WESTFIELD – The Westfield /
Mountainside Chapter of the American
Red Cross will hold its Annual Fund
Raiser - Casino Night, on January 30,
2010, at the Westwood, located at 438
North Avenue in Garwood. The slogan
for the event is “We’re raising the money
now that will allow the WF /MS Chapter
to be there tomorrow.”

Tickets to the event are on sale for
$100. The organization is seeking dona-
tions of items for its auction and sponsor-
ships of the event. For tickets and infor-
mation, call (908) 232-7090.

The dedicated staff and volunteers are
prepared to meet the community’s chal-
lenge such as when lives can be turned
upside down in an instant by a home fire.
Three families found themselves suddenly
homeless, one in September, one in Octo-
ber and another just this past November,
here in Westfield due to house fires. They
needed food and emergency housing that
are paid for through contributions.

This fiscal year alone, the chapter as-
sisted 18 local people whose lives were
disrupted by house fires, as well as as-
sisted in the aid to thousands across the
state, through the national effort and in-
ternational services.

The chapter also provided critical train-
ing in first aid, CPR, and other health and
safety practices that help people better
prepare for emergencies. This year, over
4,100 people in Westfield /Mountainside
and the surrounding area have made their
lives more secure through Red Cross
health and safety classes. The chapter
hosts blood drives every two months to

help supply area hospitals with life-sav-
ing blood and blood products.

The Red Cross is the emergency com-
munication link to servicemen and
servicewomen and their families, and pro-
vides international tracing services.

The chapter provides local community
services such as senior transportation to
doctors and shopping within Westfield.
The Handyman Program helps seniors
with small tasks around their homes. Free
blood-pressure screenings are provided
the second Wednesday of every month
from 12:30 to 2 p.m. at the chapter house.

Much more than just an agency that
responds to disasters, the chapter pro-
vides the blankets to keep warm, a place
to stay for the night and assists people
back on their feet.

The Westfield /Mountainside Red
Cross can only do this with community
support. Help us to be there when needed.Help Our Soldiers by

Donating Cell Phones
I am writing to publicize a service

project that I am doing to help our sol-
diers. Westfield citizens can help, just by
donating old cell phones!

During the month of January, there is a
collection box in the lobby of the Westfield
Memorial Library for old cell phones.
Phones will be donated to Cell Phones for
Soldiers, cellphonesforsoldiers.com,
which recycles them for cash and buys
phone cards for soldiers in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan so that they can call home. Any
cell phone is suitable to donate.

This project will help U.S. soldiers,
and promotes recycling of outdated cell
phones, too. Thank you for your help, if
you can.

Michael Fasciale
Eighth grade, Roosevelt School

Westfield

Please Donate to the
Salvation Army Kettle
In the next two weeks you may pass a

Salvation Army red kettle while holiday
shopping at your local retail store or shop-
ping mall. You may hear the ringing of a
Salvation Army bell. If you see a kettle,
please stop and place a dollar or some
change in the kettle. When you do so,
know that you are helping others.

Donations made at this time of year are
crucial to The Salvation Army’s ability to
serve the less fortunate. This year, with
growing demand for help, it will be diffi-
cult to sustain holiday distributions of
food, clothing and toys. But with the help
of many, The Salvation Army will bring
Christmas joy to New Jersey families in
need and provide services throughout the
year.

To learn more, go to
salvationarmynj.org. If you have not seen
a red kettle, consider giving your support
to The Salvation Army’s online red kettle
by going to onlineredkettle.org. Search
for the “New Jersey (first name) State
(second name)” kettle.

As our signs on the Garden State Park-
way, Turnpike and billboards say — Ev-
ery Drop in the Bucket Counts — The
Time is Now.

Thank you for your support and may
God’s blessings be with you and your
family this holiday season.

Major Donald Berry
Salvation Army

Will Watchung Stables
Be Privatized by County?

Letters to the Editor

Editor’s Note: The following was re-
ceived concerning the possible
privatization of the Watchung Stables in
Mountainside, a County of Union oper-
ated-facility. When asked for comment, a
county spokesman declined to comment
until “we are ready to make an announce-
ment or (when there is) any progress on
this matter.”

*****
It has come to my attention that many

of you have questions about what you can
do to prevent the privatization of
Watchung Stables. [The petition infor-
mation below] can be used to get signa-
tures of friends, neighbors, co-workers,
and family members.

The petition reads as follows: “I am
over the age 18 and I oppose the
privatization of Watchung Stables. I sup-
port the Watchung Stables Auxiliary, Inc.,
the Watchung Junior Hunt Club and the
Riding & Driving Clubs’ efforts to advo-
cate the continuation of Watchung Stables
as a county-owned and operated-facil-
ity.”

Once signatures are collected, you can
mail the petition to: Sharon Kapilow, 122
Washington Street, Berkeley Heights, N.J.
07922. Please return the petition by Tues-
day, January 19, 2010, so we can collect
all the signatures and present them at the
Union County Freeholders meeting to be
held at the end of January.

Patty Jordan President,
Watchung Stables Auxiliary

Adoptees Birthright Bill Provides
Access to Family Medical History

It appears very clear that Speaker Jo-
seph Roberts will not remove his foot
from the neck of the adoption community
and that adoption reform is dead in New
Jersey. To add insult to injury, the adop-
tion community has to listen to reports on
how hard the Legislature is working on
other civil-rights issues like gay marriage
and medical marijuana legislation. Demo-
cratic leaders, such as Sen. Stephen
Sweeney, have stated very clearly that if
a bill has the votes, does not increase
spending, and has already passed in one
house, it should get voted on in the lame-
duck session. A752, The Adoptees Birth-
right Bill, is the only piece of legislation
that satisfies all three of these require-
ments. No action on this bill will confirm
the reality that a bill does not move on
merits alone, it must also satisfy a power-
ful special-interest group or a powerful

politician.
The healthcare component of A752

provides a means for adoptees to gain
access to their family medical history. It
has been well established that knowing
your family medical history can save your
life. Without passage of A752, adoptees
will continue to live an endangered life,
faced with treatment options rather than
prevention of inherited diseases. So, while
our Legislature ponders whether citizens
should be allowed to grow their own
marijuana or have to buy it, adoptees will
wonder if they had access to their medical
history, maybe they would not need mari-
juana in the first place. The lame-duck
session has proven to be just that, lame.

Peter Franklin
AdopteesWithOutLiberty.com

Haskell

PSE&G To Install Solar
Energy Units in Westfield

WESTFIELD — As part of its Solar 4
All program, PSE&G has begun install-
ing 200,000 pole-attached solar energy
units in its service territory. The solar
panels will be installed in New Jersey’s
six largest cities and in approximately 300
rural and suburban communities.

Over the next few weeks, PSE&G
contractors, Riggs Distler and Company,
will be installing solar panels in
Westfield. The units will be placed on
utility poles and street lights along main
streets near area businesses and in resi-
dential neighborhoods. When the project
is complete, Westfield will be part of the
largest pole-attached solar installation in
the world.

“The solar panels bring the benefit of
clean, renewable energy to all our cus-
tomers, and the electricity generated from
them helps us combat climate change,”
said Al Matos, vice president for
renewables and energy solutions for
PSE&G. “The units are being installed in
a safe, reliable manner consistent with our
normal practices.”

In July 2009, PSE&G received regula-
tory approval from the New Jersey Board
of Public Utilities to invest $515 million

in solar projects. In addition to the 40-
megawatt pole-attached segment, a sec-
ond segment will provide centralized so-
lar, with PSE&G developing solar gar-
dens and roof-top installations on facili-
ties it owns and also at third-party-owned
sites. The utility expects to complete the
installations by the end of 2013.

“This new initiative will effectively
double the size of New Jersey’s installed
solar capacity,” said Ralph LaRossa, presi-
dent and chief operating officer of
PSE&G. “That is more solar capacity
than exists in any state other than Califor-
nia. This latest program is an important
step in PSE&G’s commitment to pro-
mote energy efficiency, develop
renewables, reduce greenhouse gases and
create new green jobs.”

The electricity generated by the units
will be connected directly into PSE&G’s
electric distribution system. The utility
will receive federal tax credits and solar
renewable energy credits (SRECs) for
this renewable generation. The benefits
will be returned to all ratepayers.

For more information about Solar 4
All, including photos, visit pseg.com/
solar4all.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
MOVING ON UP…Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, pictured left, con-
gratulates newly promoted Sheriff’s Officers, pictured, from left, Detective Brian
Way, Sergeant Patrick Hora and Lieutenant Jeffery Coon during their promotion
ceremony on December 22 in Elizabeth.

Regional Bd. of Health
Reorganizes, Jan. 11
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board

of Health, which provides environmental
and public health services to Fanwood,
Garwood, Mountainside, New Provi-
dence, Roselle Park, Springfield, Summit
and Westfield, will conduct its annual
Re-Organization Meeting on Monday,
January 11, at 5 p.m.

The meeting will be held in the
Westfield Council Conference Chamber,
located on the first floor of the Westfield
Municipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street. The public is welcome to attend.

Bill to Extend Period Between
Public Questions Advances

TRENTON – Legislation sponsored
by state Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), which would extend the time
period between certain public questions
in municipalities in order to reduce voter
fatigue in New Jersey, has been approved
by the Senate Government Committee
by a vote of 3-2.

“It makes absolutely no sense to inun-
date voters with ballot question after bal-
lot question every other year, simply to
benefit a small portion of the municipal
population,” Mr. Scutari said. “Ques-
tions about the number of town council
members, the term of office for the mayor,
or the method of election – partisan or
non-partisan – for government officials
have little bearing on the everyday lives
of local residents. We want to encourage
better voter turnout, and subjecting vot-
ers to bureaucratic government changes
every year or every other year hurts that
cause.”

The bill, S-3157, would provide that
local ordinances proposed by petition
through initiative and referendum that
deal with the mechanics of local govern-
ment could not be submitted to the voters
of a municipality more than once in any
10-year time period. Specifically, the bill
would ban semi-annual ballot questions

dealing with the number of members of
the municipal governing body, the terms
of office for those members or the form
of elections within the municipality.

Senator Scutari said such regular me-
chanical changes to the operations of
government within a municipality hinder
consistency from one administration to
the next and distract from more impor-
tant government focuses, such as reduc-
ing property taxes or maximizing gov-
ernment efficiency.

“Many times, these minor mechanical
tweaks in municipal government aren’t
even given enough time to see whether
they make sense in the long-term to pro-
mote more efficient government and bet-
ter representation for the people,” Mr.
Scutari said. “They’re often proposed
and pushed forward by people who have
the most to gain – either in terms of
maintaining the political status quo or
toppling it. Most local residents are more
concerned with their property tax bill
than they are with how many council
members there are, and we need to put a
better focus on real issues, which impact
the lives and livelihood of New Jersey
residents.”

The bill now heads to the full Senate
for consideration.


