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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce
Wants to Know What You Think!

Funny Things Happen
In Middle of the Night
To Bob Miller of the Westfield Histori-

cal Society – I thought you’d get a kick
out of this. I awoke in the middle of the
night last week with the TV on. There was
a game show from the 1960s on where
two teams compete, giving clues to their
partner and they try to guess the word
(forget the name of the show). Ralph
Jones was on a team with Lucille Ball,
saying he was from Westfield, N.J. and
was a student of math at Union County
Junior College.

They won by the way, I think it was
$500. Knowing Ralph with his
longstanding work with the Westfield
Historical Society, he probably has kept
all the records of this. Maybe it was in The
Westfield Leader. Happy New Year.

*****
Editor’s note: With a little research,

the game show was found to be Password
hosted by Allen Ludden from the early-
1960s to the mid-1970s. He presided over
two celebrity contestant teams trying to
provide a vague one-word answer to de-
duce their respective passwords, often
with funny results.

Searching The Westfield Leader ar-
chives online at goleader.com, I was able
to find the article — reprinted below — of
Mr. Jones’s appearance on the show.

Horace Corbin
Westfield Leader

Call for Congressional Candidates
On Tea Party Designation

At Christmas Time, Who Has Been
Naughty or Nice, a Meanie?

Hyatt Hills Golf
Complex is Not Closed

Thank You to Two Westfield
Police Officers for Assistance

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Mirador – A balcony or gallery com-

manding an extensive view
2. Orlop – The lowest deck of a warship
3. Micturition – The act of urinating
4. Mixen – A compost heap

ERINACEOUS
1. Resembling a hedgehog
2. Given to theft or robbery; untrust-

worthy
3. Of or resembling clover
4. Haughty; boastful

ACICULAR
1. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
2. Snarly; tangled
3. Having no outlets or pores
4. Slender and pointed, like a needle

ICERYA
1. A gum resin, which oozes from the

Indian hemp
2. Scaly, as with fish
3. A scale insect that infests the orange

plant
4. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
OZOSTOMIA

1. Condition causing excessive belch-
ing or burping

2. Bad breath
3. Heat exhaustion
4. Shortness of breath

The Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) wishes you a happy and
prosperous 2010!

The WACC is developing a “needs
assessment” for members and nonmem-
bers in the area towns — Scotch Plains,
Garwood, Mountainside, Fanwood and
Westfield. We want to know what you
think. We want to know how the WACC
can better meet your needs and those of
your businesses. How can we make the
WACC work for you?

The needs assessment is short enough
so that it will not take too much of your
time, but will yield helpful information. It
will ask questions about past WACC ser-
vices, resources and events. Have you
attended or used any of them? Have they
been valuable to you? Why or why not? It
will also ask for your suggestions about
what the WACC should offer in the com-
ing year.

In addition, we want to know about any
suggestions or concerns you may have for
the WACC. There are new faces on the
Board of Directors. The WACC looks
forward to building relationships with all
members. As we actively revitalize, we
would like to know more of your ideas
and suggestions.

The needs assessment will be e-mailed
to all current members. After you com-
plete it, simply e-mail it back to us. Names
will be optional. Once we print your reply
in the WACC office, no one will know
which is yours and which came from

somebody else. Or, instead of e-mailing
it, you may print the needs assessment
and send it back to us through the regular
mail without any identifying informa-
tion. On the other hand, there will be an
opportunity for you to ask that one of the
WACC board members contact you to
discuss concerns with you directly and
personally.

The needs assessment will also be avail-
able on the WACC website. So, even if
you are not a WACC member, you can
still have input. Please fill it out and mail,
e-mail, or fax it back to us. Please tell us
why you aren’t a member and what you
would like to see happen before you join.
If you were previously a member, please
let us know why you resigned and what
we need to do to recapture your interest.
If you would like a WACC board member
to contact you, please let us know that as
well.

The Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (WACC) is actively revitalizing.
As an important part of revitalization, we
are reaching out to members and non-
members to learn how to better serve you
and your businesses. The WACC is an
organization of retailers and many other
professions and businesses. We look for-
ward to hearing your questions or com-
ments about the exciting new direction of
the WACC. As always, feel free to con-
tact us at westfieldareachamber.com or
(908) 233.3021. We hope to see you or
hear from you soon.

Are the suffering animals on display at
Scotch Plains’ Annual Live Nativity the
best that Scotch Plains can do to celebrate
the season of peace?

Since 2007, when we daily brought the
animals hay (insufficiently supplied by
the town) donated by Parker Gardens, a
group of us from the humane community
have been trying to meet with the mayor
(first Mayor Marks, and then Mayor
Malool), to discuss it. It would have been
easier to get a meeting with J.D. Salinger.

We gave Mayor Malool letters from
retired Reverend Frank Hoffman, stating
that such cruelty is not in keeping with
Jesus’ teachings, and from Debbie
Kowalski, a nurse who runs the For the
Animals Sanctuary in Blairstown. Ms.
Kowalski stated that the conditions for
the animals were sub-par. We were will-
ing to find sanctuaries for the animals,
which would have given positive public-
ity to Scotch Plains, but Mayor Malool
chose to be a meanie.

We are not seeking an improvement
from sub-standard care to minimal care
standards. We are seeking an end to the
live nativity. It is inherently cruel, mocks
the spiritual message of Christmas, and
teaches children that it is acceptable to
exploit animals. The mayor, when she
responded to us at all, focused only on the
care of the animals, which (evidence to
the contrary) she maintained was satis-
factory. She said that a business that makes
money from supplying animals would
not allow them to be mistreated. That
stale canard — that businesses that profit
from using human or animal labor treat
their “property” well, as it is a financial
investment — has been spouted since
slave days.

Animals rented or loaned out for such
events are generally trucked from locality
to locality, during the heat of summer and
the cold of winter, to be manhandled and

gawked at, only to end their days in slaugh-
ter-houses.

We told the mayor that a group of
Scotch Plains students oppose the live
nativity. I learned that several residents,
including a school crossing guard, had
attempted to address this issue, but were
given the bum’s rush.

We told the mayor that the Vice Chan-
cellor for Administration for the
ArchDiocese of Newark (which covers
Scotch Plains), Deacon Joseph A. Dwyer,
Jr., stood behind our efforts, and was
willing to meet with the mayor.

Deacon Dwyer called the mayor’s of-
fice a few days before Christmas. The
mayor has still not returned his call

We told the mayor that a Scotch Plains
police officer had revealed to us that the
animals had escaped twice from their
enclosure. This could easily have caused
an accident on busy (especially during
Christmas shopping) Park Avenue or
nearby Route 22. Who will assume finan-
cial liability for any accidents?

The animals were on display during the
heavy snowstorm on December 19, 2009.
The temperatures have been between the
teens and early 30s (with wind chill, in the
single digits).

Mayor Malool, responding to yet an-
other request for a meeting, told us that
she was too busy dealing with human
issues. The same issues, presumably, that
she has been too busy with for the past
year to meet with us. The mayor’s lack of
time-management skills aside, the hu-
mans whom Mayor Malool was busy
looking after do not include the humane
community or the school children, adult
residents and religious leaders who find
the spectacle at odds with the Christmas
spirit.

Only after the mayor received a deluge
of e-mail did she state she would agree to
meet with us, but she has yet to follow
through.

We now have a League of Humane
Voters in New Jersey. When election
time rolls around, we (like Santa) will
remember who has been naughty or nice.

Susan Gordon
North Plainfield

I am writing this letter  — in the hope
that you will publish it — to commend
two Westfield police officers, Berne and
Neri, for the assistance which they ex-
tended to me and my wife after a mishap
in which my car was damaged and
undrivable.

Officers Berne and Neri responded right
away to our call, and were calm and
reassuring. They stayed with us until a

AAA tow truck arrived and had made my
car drivable for the short distance back to
our home in Cranford.

My wife and I are both extremely grate-
ful to these two fine officers for their
calm, professional handling of this situa-
tion. We wish them and the Westfield
Police Department a happy and success-
ful New Year.

Terence Rickwood
Cranford

No one is safe as long as this congress
is in session. The reality of it all is this:
Congress demonized financiers, doctors,
nurses, police, soldiers, border patrol, FBI,
CIA, Navy Seals — they hate insurance
companies and anyone else that does not
have a green job.

The people need to take their govern-
ment back but before we can we must
bypass the Republicans and Democrats
and all join together. We need to rally
around the emerging Tea Party.

That is why I am calling for 13 average
New Jerseyans to run for Congress in
2010 on the Tea Party designation.

All that you need to do is call (800)
424-9590 and ask them to send you an
independent petition to run for the House
of Representatives. We can do this with-
out the help of Republicans or Demo-
crats.

I urge you to call today and file your
petition as soon as possible so that we can
organize and draft a platform that will
reflect the needs and concerns of those
being demonized by this congress.

Don’t surrender — fight back.

Thomas Paine Caslander
Jefferson

It was brought to my attention that our
facility was mentioned in your editorial
on page 4 of your December 31 issue
listing us as a victim of the bad economy.
The editorial listed businesses that have
closed, such as New Norris Chevrolet,
Smith and Hawken, Oak Ridge Golf
Course and Hyatt Hills Golf Complex.
We (Hyatt Hills Golf Complex) are not
closed, and we have no plans to close. In
fact, our restaurant is being remodeled
and will have a grand opening this spring.
My staff and I are busy selling our 2010
ID cards and season passes, and will soon
be taking applications for our very popu-
lar junior golf camps.

A retraction or correction of your mis-
take would be greatly appreciated by those
who work and play at Hyatt Hills.

Dan Hollis
Head Golf Professional

Hyatt Hills Golf Complex, Clark

Editor’s note: The editorial refers to
the land that the Hyatt Hills golf course
sits on in Clark and Cranford, which
General Motors owned and put on the list
of assets to be sold as part of its Chapter
11 bankruptcy filing in August. No word
of its disposition has been given yet, and
we hope the businesses of the complex
will continue to flourish.

Thanks for Making
Gifts of Gold Successful

Boy Scouts Patriots Path Council
Is Grateful for Westfield Support

Letters to the Editor

The Patriots Path Council of the Boy
Scouts of America is grateful for the
support it receives from Westfield. We
look forward to continuing to give service
to our community as the Boy Scouts cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2010. In
Westfield we are your seven Cub Scout
Packs, four Boy Scout troops and Ven-
ture Crew. Cub Scouts collect food for the
Westfield Food Pantry every fall and Boy
Scouts routinely and consistently engage
in service projects benefiting our com-
munity. Every Boy Scout and adult leader
seeks to do a good turn daily. Our Eagle
Scouts have planned and developed the
Korean and World War II memorials on
the North Avenue Plaza. One young man
obtained funding for and constructed the
handicapped access playground in Me-
morial Park, by the town swimming pool.
Boy Scouts have completed numerous
other Eagle Scout projects at parks, hos-
pice centers and schools. The Boy Scouts
fosters citizenship in the community and
is proud of the local service we provide.

Westfield families, businesses and or-
ganizations support our Friends of Scout-
ing program with generous donations.
Businesses anonymously donate materi-
als and services to the dozens of Eagle
Scout projects each year. We have been a

recipient of the Westfield United Fund
for years and are proud of this recognition
of our programs and services. We share
the Westfield United Fund’s mission of
helping people, and our leaders and fami-
lies in turn are proud to support the Fund
in its annual campaign. We thank busi-
ness leaders such as Camie Delaney and
Peter Hogaboom of RE/MAX Properties
Unlimited for their longstanding dona-
tions of corporate and personal services.

As we enter our second century, the
Boy Scouts will always be faithful to our
purpose: to provide a program for youth
that builds character, citizenship and
physical fitness. We will also remember
that we do this by making sure every
youth and adult has fun in scouting.

Thank you, Westfield.

Steve McCabe
Watchung Mountain District

Chairman

We would like to extend a heartfelt
thanks to all who made the “Gifts of Gold/
Donate A Smile” program another suc-
cessful year at the Newark YMCA. Once
again, the Westfield community provided
tremendous support – Temple Emanu-El,
Westfield High School, Roosevelt Middle
School, Franklin School, generous
Westfield and surrounding community
residents and businesses including
Weichert Realtors of Westfield, Castle
Bootery, Cosimos, Vicki’s Diner,
Westfield Luggage and Shoe Repair, and
Bagel Chateau. You all put huge smiles
on the 250-plus residents at the Newark

YMCA!
Despite the Blizzard of 2009 and wak-

ing up to over 10 inches of snow, we were
still able to load up the trucks packed with
toys, clothes, hats, gloves and scarves,
gift cards, diapers and formula to those
who needed it most. Your generosity made
this one of the happiest days of their year,
demonstrating that people care about
people.

We wish you all a happy and healthy
2010 and thank you for your overwhelm-
ing support!

Vivian and Jeff Gold
Westfield

November 24, 1971

Erroll Southers of Scotch Plains is
named an Eagle Scout.

Where Is Mr. Southers’
Today?

President Obama in September 2009
put forth Erroll Southers to head the Trans-
portation Security Administration. Mr.
Southers is a top Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport police department official.

Mr. Southers has served as the state’s
deputy director of homeland security and
a special agent with the FBI. Southers is
a senior fellow at the University of Cali-
fornia-Los Angeles School of Public Af-
fairs and holds a bachelor’s degree from
Brown University as well as a master’s
degree from the University of Southern
California, where he is currently pursu-
ing a doctorate in policy and planning.

Mr. Southers is a 1974 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

‘How Can Your Reporters Not
Know What’s Going On?’

As times get tough for government, transparency
seems to be the first casualty. Perhaps that’s because
the options faced by government to deal with the
issues are unpopular, or go against the grain of veiled
agendas being pursued by political factions.

The Freedom of Information Act at the federal
level and the Open Public Records Act at the state
level are the laws intended to prevent clandestine
actions by government while protecting the rights of
citizens. The difficulty, though, is that government
has become so authoritarian that enforcement of
these laws is difficult, begging the question, “Do the
laws not apply to the powerful?”

Rich Bagger, chief of staff for Governor-elect
Chris Christie, assures the New Jersey public that
full transparency will be the hallmark of state gov-
ernment this coming year. This is healthy, in our
view, given the enormous issues and decisions that
must be addressed. Please see the story on page 3
this week.

At the federal level, private meetings are being
held at the White House this week by insider
Democrats to hammer out differences between the

House and Senate versions of the contentious Health
Care bill. The Democrats in power threaten to
bypass the procedures of Congress by dropping the
conference committee system. Very discouraging.
This, to us, goes against President Obama’s prom-
ise to bring transparency to the federal government.
Congressman Leonard Lance of our District dis-
cusses this on page 2.

On the home front, the potential for privatization
of the Watchung Stables by the county seems to be an
issue. See Patty Jordan’s letter on page 5. We believe
reviewing the potentials for privatization of govern-
ment operations is responsible management. We
would hope that there is a full report somewhere in
the county with a list of all potential facilities; i.e.,
what others are being reviewed? – Warinanco Ice
Skating Rink?

However, the question asked of us by our readers,
for which we have no answer, is: “How can your
reporters attend every Freeholder meeting and not
know what’s going on? – Such as with Oak Ridge
Golf Course last year and potentially Watchung
Stables this year.”


