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FREE
WAX OFFER
FOR FIRST TIME GUEST

Women: Free Bikini Line, Eye Brow, or Under Arm
Men: Free Eye Brow, Ear, or Nose

TRY US OUT
FOR FREETODAY!

No purchase necessary, first time guest,
must be local state resident.

CALL NOW TO MAKE
YOUR RESERVATION!

European Wax Center - Garwood
520 North Ave • Garwood, NJ 07027

(Across from ShopRite, Next to Massage Envy)

908.789.1515
www.waxcenter.com

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

County Clerk No Longer
Issues County ID Cards

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi announced that
effective January 1, the Union County
Clerk’s Office will no longer issue
county identification (ID) cards. Citi-
zens requiring an official photo ID
are urged to obtain one or both of the
following documents recognized by
the federal government under the new
“REAL ID” guidelines: a U.S. Pass-
port Book and/or a U.S. Passport Card,
which can be applied for at the Union
County Clerk’s offices in Elizabeth
and Westfield.

During the months of January and
February, the two offices will waive
the normal $10 fee for having a pho-
tograph taken when applying for a
passport book or passport card. “The
free passport photo is our way of
trying to reduce your travel expenses
a bit and encourage you to get your
passport ready for spring and sum-
mer vacations,” Ms. Rajoppi said.

According to Ms. Rajoppi, signifi-
cant changes mandated by the federal
government through the Department
of Homeland Security require that
government-issued ID cards meet
heightened security requirements.
Under the stringent new “REAL ID”
federal guidelines, identification cards
issued by county clerks will no longer
be accepted by any federal agency or
for any other official purpose.

Passport application forms may be
obtained at the county clerk’s main
office in the Union County Court-
house at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth
or at the county clerk’s office annex at
300 North Avenue East in Westfield.
Applications for passports and re-
lated information also can be found
online at ucnj.org/ctyclerk/
passport.html.

The Westfield Annex is the only
county clerk’s office in the state that
is open during evening hours. The
Westfield Annex is open from 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays, and
on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The telephone number at the Westfield
Annex is (908) 654-9859.

The Elizabeth office is open from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday, and has English- and
Spanish-speaking employees to as-
sist registrants. The telephone num-
ber in Elizabeth is (908) 527-4966.
Clients are asked to arrive at least 15
minutes prior to closing time to allow
for staff assistance with the passport
process.  For more information about
passports,  call (908) 527-4966.

Non-Profits Invited
To Networking Session
UNION – Non-profit organizations

are invited to a networking session on
Tuesday, January 26, sponsored by
through the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs. The
session will be held from 6:30 to 9
p.m. at the Elizabethtown Gas Com-
pany, 1085 Morris Avenue in Union.

Don Proffit, a steward for the
“World Café” creative process, will
facilitate the discussion. The goal is
for each attendee to leave the meeting
with at least one new idea, resource or
collaboration to bring back to their
organization. Participants will have
the opportunity to listen, learn and
discuss with colleagues the issues
they face in the current environment.

The event is funded in part by a
grant from the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State, a
partner agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts, and the New
Jersey Historical Commission, a di-
vision of the Department of State.

Registration, which costs $10, is
due Friday, January 22. To register
for the workshop or to request a bro-
chure, contact the Union County Of-
fice of Cultural and Heritage Affairs
at 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth, N.J.
07202 or call (908) 558-2550. NJ
Relay users should dial 7-1-1. The e-
mail address is
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Bagger: ‘Everything is on
The Table’ To Fix State Deficit

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK and
HORACE CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Given the magnitude
of New Jersey’s fiscal problem, “every-
thing is on the table” in terms of rem-
edying it, Richard Bagger, chief of staff
to Governor-elect Chris Christie, told
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times in a sit-down
interview last Thursday.

Mr. Bagger, a former Westfield mayor
and councilman and state legislator, said
New Jersey is “rapidly working its way”
to becoming one of the five most finan-
cially distressed states in the nation.

California, the state in the most dire
straits fiscally, is a “cautionary tale” for
Mr. Christie, who assumes the gover-
norship on Tuesday, January 19, Mr.
Bagger said.

“[California] is the result of the path
we’re on, and our time is growing less
and less [to change course],” Mr. Bag-
ger said before detailing the gravity of
New Jersey’s situation.

In the current fiscal year – which
began on July 1, 2009, and ends on June
30, 2010 – there is a $1-billion hole. The
following fiscal year, if all programs
continue and revenues stay as projected,
the gap is closer to $10 billion, he said.

Long-term, once pension debt and
unfunded mandates are calculated, New
Jersey has a $100-billion shortfall, he
said.

“It’s very serious. We have to caution
against the crying-wolf syndrome that
has happened every year over the last
decade. Our financial flexibility is at the
end of the line,” Mr. Bagger said.

To give perspective on the numbers,
the chief of staff said out of a roughly
$30-billion budget, New Jersey is look-
ing at a 30-percent shortfall.

Illustrating how dire the situation
is, Mr. Bagger said that when the lame-
duck Corzine Administration held
back on municipal aid and arts grants
in December, it was done “because,
simply, the checks would have
bounced.”

To remedy the situation, Mr. Bagger
said all options must be on the table,
including declaring a financial state of
emergency. If such an emergency were
invoked, Mr. Christie would have the
ability to suspend rules governing state-
worker layoffs.

Regardless of what road is chosen,
“cobbling won’t work here,” Mr. Bag-
ger said. “The absence of other options
creates the opportunity to really reform
how government works.”

One of the first things Mr. Christie did
upon being elected was announcing the
assembly of a “Red Tape Review
Taskforce.” The taskforce will examine
the state’s tax structure and regulatory
structure, which Mr. Bagger called an
“insurmountable hurdle” and a “disincen-
tive to businesses both large and small.”

Mr. Bagger said Mr. Christie and his
administration would examine the ex-
penses of all programs and benefits pack-
ages. The state will also perform a cost
analysis to see if expenses are in line with
the “norms” of similar neighboring states
such as Pennsylvania and New York.

“Even things that are desirable and
good may not be affordable,” Mr. Bag-
ger said.

In March 2010, if nothing changes,
New Jersey’s “cash situation” becomes
negative. As a result, all departments
will employ zero-based-budgeting prac-
tices, in which every expense must be
justified.

At the “core” of his role as chief of
staff, Mr. Bagger is expected to help
transform the governor’s agenda from
policy platform to action.

Mr. Bagger estimated that the public
would not notice a significant change
from candidate Christie to Governor

Christie.
“That will be a hallmark of his admin-

istration,” Mr. Bagger said. “He’s stay-
ing with it (what he preached on the
campaign trail).”

Mr. Bagger – who has known Mr.
Christie since the early 1990s, when the
Governor-elect was a player in the Mor-
ris County political scene – said it is
“exciting” to get to work, considering
the “magnitude of the challenge” faced
by the state.

Two weeks after being asked to lead
the transition team’s taskforce, Mr. Bag-
ger was approached by the governor-
elect about the chance to serve as chief
of staff.

“It’s an extraordinary opportunity at a
very important time. For someone who
cares about New Jersey as much as I do,
to [have a chance at seeing] government
do a better job serving the state and the
people, it’s an opportunity of a life-
time,” he said.

Mr. Bagger told The Leader and The
Times that he would leave his post as
senior vice-president of government re-
lations at Pfizer, where he had worked
for the last 16-and-a-half years, in mid-
January.

A Westfield councilman at 23, a mayor
at 30 and a legislator by 31, Mr. Bagger,
now 49, said he cherishes having the
opportunity to experience several dif-
ferent careers.

One of the many things that “ap-
pealed” to him about the chief of staff
position, he said, was Mr. Christie’s
selection of many “strong, experienced
leaders” in his administration.

At present, the administration con-
sists of Mr. Bagger, chief of staff; Essex
County Prosecutor Paula Dow, attorney
general; Jeff Chiesa, executive director
of the transition team, chief counsel;
Bill Stepien, deputy chief of staff, and
Kevin O’Dowd, deputy chief counsel.

In addition, lieutenant governor-elect
Kim Guadagno will assume the role of
secretary of state, a position that does
not require Senate confirmation.

“It’s a terrific idea,” to have her serve
as secretary of state, he said. “The sec-
retary of state is a constitutional office,
as is the lieutenant governor. It makes a
lot of sense for them to be filled by the
same person.”

With roughly 15 cabinet positions
still not filled at present, Mr. Bagger
said the public could expect to see a
“steady stream” of appointments this
month.

To get out of the economic malaise
the state finds itself in, Mr. Bagger said,
in paraphrasing the words of the Gover-
nor-elect on Election Night, that all
members of the citizenry “must come
into the middle of the room and leave
their respective corners.”

“If people stay in their corners and
wish to just protect their little piece, they
won’t be part of the solution,” he said.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE JOB AHEAD...Richard Bagger, pictured center, discusses his new job as chief
of staff to New Jersey Governor-elect Chris Christie during an interview last week
in the office of The Westfield Leader and The Times in Westfield. Pictured, left to
right, are: publisher Horace Corbin, Mr. Bagger and editor Michael Pollack.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
MAJOR WEAPONS BUST…Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, pic-
tured right, and Sheriff’s Officers, pic-
tured, from left, James Miller, Sean
Perez and Anthony Zignauskas dis-
play a variety of weapons recently seized
while the officers were executing war-
rants in two domestic violence cases in
Springfield and Roselle Park. The of-
ficers seized 10 handguns, four rifles,
five shotguns, 21 knives, seven swords,
one spear and a bulletproof vest.

Chungloy of SP Graduates
Special Forces Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Army Spec.
Michael Chungloy has graduated
from the Special Forces Candidate
One-Station Unit Training at Fort
Benning, Columbus, Ga.

Spec. Chungloy is the son of Harold
Chungloy of Black Birch Road in
Scotch Plains.

 During the first 14 weeks of basic

infantry training, the private first class
received training in drill and cer-
emony, weapons employment, map
reading, tactics, military customs and
courtesies, military justice, physical
fitness, road marches, first aid skills,
and Army history, core values and
traditions. Additional training in-
cluded development of basic combat
skills, battlefield operations and tac-
tics, and experienced use of various
weapons and weapons defenses avail-
able to the infantry crewman.

 After completing basic infantry
training, the soldier will complete
airborne school with a subsequent
assignment to Fort Bragg,
Fayetteville, N.C., to prepare for and
attend the Special Forces Qualifica-
tion Course as a weapons sergeant or
engineer sergeant.

 During the 20-25 month training
period, the soldier will have gradu-
ated from airborne school, the Pri-
mary Leadership Development
Course; the Basic Noncommissioned
Officer Course; survival, evacuation,
resistance and escape training, and
language school. Upon graduation
from all phases of training, the sol-
dier will be assigned and promoted to
a Special Forces weapons sergeant or
engineer sergeant.

The specialist graduated in 2005
from St. Joseph’s High School in
Metuchen and received a bachelor’s
degree in 2009 from St. Johns Uni-
versity, Queens, N.Y.
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DENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILYDENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILYDENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILYDENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY    

567 PARK AVE. SCOTCH PLAINS ���� DR. ROBERT V. SCALERA, JR. 

DAY AND EVENING APPOINTMENTS ���� MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

INTEREST-FREE FINANCING ���� VISA, MASTERCARD, DISCOVER, & AMEX 

DENTURES AND SAME DENTURES AND SAME DENTURES AND SAME DENTURES AND SAME DAY REPAIRSDAY REPAIRSDAY REPAIRSDAY REPAIRS    

full�and�partial�dentures�
flexible�partials�

implant�overdentures�
emergency�denture�replacement�

1�hour�repairs������3�hour�lab�relines�
laboratory�on�premises�

all�repairs�schedule�permitting�
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Dentures�
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