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Lance: ‘We Need A Glide
Path To Fiscal Sanity’

By HORACE CORBIN and
MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On whether or not
the healthcare-reform bill will pass, Con-
gressman Leonard Lance (R-7) said, “I
get the sense the administration wants a
bill on the President’s desk. The particu-
lars are not important. I predict there will
be a bill voted on, yes.”

Mr. Lance said most of the constituent
calls to his office are regarding the
healthcare bill, and about 70 percent
oppose it.

Rep. Lance discussed a host of topics
with editors of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Monday, ranging from national security,
the economy, terrorism, energy inde-
pendence and the upcoming national
elections for Congress.

Mr. Lance serves on the House of
Representatives Financial Services Com-
mittee. There are 70 congressmen on the
committee (29 Republicans and 41
Democrats), the largest committee in the
House. He said during the meetings, he
gets about five minutes to ask questions
of those such as Secretary of the Trea-
sury Timothy Geithner and Federal Re-
serve Chairman Ben Bernanke.

He said he is still in the “trying to do
something” phase, rather than thinking
about his re-election this fall, because of
the economic problems faced by the na-
tion.

He said various authorities in Wash-
ington feel that the economy may begin to
improve during the second half of 2010.
Unfortunately, he said unemployment is
a “lagging indicator” and that unemploy-
ment is likely to remain in double digits.
Such fiscal problems, Mr. Lance said,
have led to a “national security issue.”

He strongly advocates moving toward
a balanced budget though he admitted it
is not achievable in just one year. He said
he credits former President Bill Clinton
and former House speaker Newt Gingrich
for having achieved a balanced budget in
the 1990s.

Mr. Lance said there are those in Con-
gress who advocate for a second stimu-
lus bill, “something we may be voting on
in a month or two.” He said he does not
support a second stimulus bill and had
questioned where the money for the first
stimulus package was spent.

The nation is $12 trillion in debt, and
in the previous fiscal year alone, debt
was $1.4 trillion, he said, further noting
that the current fiscal year is heading
towards a similar result. “The debt is out
of control. This is the highest debt as a
percentage of GNP [Gross National Prod-
uct] since 1945. We need a glide path to
return to fiscal sanity,” he said.

In terms of New Jersey’s fiscal sanity,
he said, “I feel the most significant
amendment I’ve voted on [as a New
Jersey state legislator] is my Constitu-
tional amendment prohibiting borrow-
ing without public approval,” he said.

On energy, Mr. Lance said he believes
the cap-and-trade bill will not be brought
up in the Senate this year. “China and

India will not sign on [to an international
agreement]” on climate change, he said,
and believes the United Sates should not
move ahead unilaterally.

He favors nuclear power as the main
solution to the nation’s energy indepen-
dence, he said. “We have not built a
nuclear power plant [in the U.S.] since
the 1970s,” he said. He said nuclear
power is safe and that France has solved
the problem of radioactive wastes.

When asked how nuclear power would
solve America’s dependence on foreign
oil, which is used predominantly for
gasoline for automobiles, Mr. Lance said
he believes the nation has the technical
means on the horizon to produce electric
cars.

He said the coal-fired power plants in
Pennsylvania and Ohio are polluting the
air migrating toward New Jersey.
“There’s no debate about that we are
breathing dirty air from Ohio and Penn-
sylvania coal. New Jersey relies 15 per-
cent on coal. Pennsylvania and Ohio rely
on 85 to 90 percent coal,” he said.

Returning to the discussion of the
healthcare bill and the two different ver-
sions from the Senate and the House, he
said a conference committee would be
formed to merge it into one new bill. Mr.
Lance said his chances of being selected
to serve on the conference committee are
about “one in a trillion.”

Mr. Lance said he has serious con-
cerns about the healthcare bill in that it
contains “not one iota” of tort reform,
buying insurance across state lines has
not been incorporated, there is forced
enrollment that might be unconstitu-
tional, and $500 billion is being taken
from Medicare. He was especially con-
cerned about the immediate tax to be
assessed on medical devices, which
would be “harmful” to New Jersey, what
he called the “medical chest” of the world.

“I’m not going to do anything to hurt
my own district,” he said.

On the constitutionality of the
healthcare bill, Mr. Lance said, the ques-
tion is – “can Congress mandate the
purchase of insurance? This is an open
constitutional question,” he said. Sen.
[Orrin] Hatch (R-Utah) has said it is
unconstitutional. “I imagine there will
be a challenge to the bill,” he said.

“I predict the Supreme Court will hear
the challenge [to the healthcare bill] and
will vote 5-4. The decision will have
four liberals, four conservatives and one
swing vote — Anthony Kennedy,” he
said.

He also predicted “there will be a big
fight over the Stupak Amendment (part
of the House healthcare bill designed to
keep abortion funding out).”

“I voted for the Stupak Amendment.
Republicans voted for the amendment.
Remember, it took 30 centrists Demo-
crats [voting for the amendment] to get
the measure passed,” Mr. Lance said.

When asked about “Nebraska Gate” –
where Senator Ben Nelson (D-Nebraska)
voted for the healthcare bill in exchange
for the federal government paying
Nebraska’s Medicaid of $100 million

over 10 years, Blue Cross Blue Shield
and Mutual of Omaha of that state be-
coming exempt from annual fees on in-
surers and a physician-owned hospital
getting referrals from doctors who own
it – Mr. Lance paused, then said Senator
Nelson held out to the end to become the
60th vote in the Senate. Mr. Lance said
he thinks the senator’s re-election bid is
in trouble.

When asked about terrorism and the
Christmas underwear bomber in the
Detroit-bound air flight, he said the coun-
try was very close to a disaster. Regard-
ing U.S. Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity Janet Napolitano, he said her com-
ment that the “system worked” was un-
fortunate. “I suspect Congress is going
to investigate the incident fully. I’m not
calling for her (Napolitano) resignation,”
he said.

“I favor the new screening [mecha-
nisms] and techniques at Newark [Lib-
erty] International Airport. I feel the in-
vasion is minor, and the security con-
cerns far outweigh the privacy concerns
that exist,” he said.

As to how intelligence reports on Umar
Farouk Abdulmutallab, the underwear
bomber, did not result in preventive ac-
tion, Mr. Lance said he was dismayed at
the breakdown of the anti-terrorism mea-
sures that were put in place since 9/11.

On international affairs, he said, “Iraq
is different than Afghanistan. Afghani-
stan is a difficult situation. It’s rural,
mountainous, and our greatest challenge
there is the (southern) border with Paki-
stan. Al-Qaeda is now in Pakistan and in
Yemen. I anticipate us moving from an
Afghanistan-Pakistan discussion to [in-
corporating] Yemen” [the next front of
terror], he said.

As required by the U.S. Constitution,
“The census will occur April 1, 2010,
and there is discussion about whether
New Jersey will lose a congressional
seat,” Mr. Lance said. “This counts ev-
eryone (not just citizens). I support count-
ing everyone. I hope there is a full,
complete count. Some believe in only
counting citizens.”

He noted that many dollars of federal
aid are based on the census count along
with the reapportionment and realign-
ment of political districts. New Jersey
Legislative Districts will undergo re-
alignment in 2011, and Congressional

District changes would go into effect in
2012.

On the politics of Washington, Mr.
Lance said, “I haven’t seen as much
bipartisanship as I would have liked. As
an example, I am part of a Tuesday lunch
group. We made a proposal on healthcare
to have medical malpractice reform, al-
low buying insurance across state lines
and to have young people stay on their
parents’ policies longer.”

“If [Senate Majority Leader Harry]
Reid and [Speaker of the House Nancy]
Pelosi permitted a debate on tort reform,
this [would have been productive and
helpful]. I am highly critical of them [for
not doing so]. There is, overall, a lack of
bipartisan cooperation.

“Even back in the 1990s when [Presi-
dent] Clinton and [Speaker] Gingrich
were battling, they accomplished a great
deal. I predict the GOP is likely to pick
up seats and that Democrats would real-
ize the importance of bipartisanship,” he
said.

When asked if Congress could ever
act in a non-partisan manner, such as
putting patriotism first, Mr. Lance said
everything is organized and arranged to
work in Washington along a two-party
system. “You’re either a Democrat or a
Republican,” he said.

Mr. Lance’s office is located on North
Avenue in Westfield, next to State Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick is in Westfield, and Rich Bag-
ger of Westfield was recently named
chief of staff to Governor-elect Chris
Christie. Mr. Lance said the men are
always conferencing with each other on
federal and state issues.

“Richard Bagger is my closest friend
in politics [having served together in the
State Assembly and Senate]. Though I
don’t live in Westfield, like the others, I
have a presence in Westfield,” he said.

Mr. Lance said he would return to
Washington soon for the next session of
Congress, which will last through June.
After June, Congress adjourns for cam-
paigning for the November Election.

“I believe I was sent to Washington to
be a voice of reason on the federal debt,
which is slowly becoming a national
security challenge. It leads to the ques-
tion: ‘Will we as the U.S. still occupy the
same [status] in the world when young
people get to be my age?’,” he said.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONGRESSIONAL CHALLENGES...Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7) reviews na-
tional issues with editor Michael Pollack, pictured right, last Monday in the office
of The Westfield Leader and The Times in Westfield. Amanda Woloshen, pictured
center, of Mr. Lance’s staff, looks on.

Rep. Lance Interview (continued)

Fourth Gen. Soldier of WF
Fights War in Middle East

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — On Christmas Eve,
the mayor of Westfield presented the
following proclamtion to Major Joseph
Boscia: “Now, therefore, be it proclaimed
that I, Mayor Andrew K. Skibitsky, on
behalf of the good citizens of the Town
of Westfield, hereby commend and thank
Major Joseph W. ‘JB’ Boscia for his
valor and steadfast commitment to serv-
ing his fellow citizens in defense of
democracy and pursuit of freedom
throughout the world.” Major Boscia
has served in the armed forced since his
ROTC days while attending Dayton Uni-
versity studying engineering. Since
graduating, he entered the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and after 15 years
holds the rank of major in the 101st
Airborne Division Rakkasans.

This month, the fourth-generation sol-
dier will leave behind his wife Nancy and
two children, Alexis, 10, and Joseph, 7, to
fight the war in the Middle East. “To
them, I go to work like anyone else, but
I’m gone a lot more than other dads,” he
said of his children.

Before he heads back to his serve his duty
in the conflict, he and his family traveled
from their home in Clarksville, Tenn. on
base at Fort Campbell, Ky. to spend a
couple weeks back home in Westfield with
Major Boscia’s parents and siblings, and to
visit his inlaws in Ohio.

Major Boscia fought in Iraq for 13
months in 2007 and 2008, and this time he
will head to Afghanistan to work with the
Afghan border police on security. While

in Iraq, he said his battalion had “lost only
one soldier in Iraq, which is very, very
low for a 3,500-soldier formation.”

“I think most soldiers would say it’s
our job. So, it’s what we train to do all the
time,” he said of the general feeling of
fighting the war in the Middle East.

“If the public keeps supporting the
soldiers like they have been, I think that is
a great morale booster for the soldiers
themselves being gone from home that
long. We are going to go over and do a
job, and I know the public support is
waning quite a bit for Afghanistan from
what it had been. There is still an oppor-
tunity to make things better and possibly
turn things around. We ask the public to
give us a little longer and let us do what
we need to do and hopefully it will bear
fruit.”

The general public in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, he said, just want to provide
for their families. And in Afghanistan, the
living situation is in worse shape than
Iraq. “Iraq looks like a first-world coun-
try compared to Afghanistan,” he said.

“They just want the basics to be able to
live life and not have to worry about
someone coming in and killing them all of
the time, which is what they had for the
last 30 years,” he said.

“It looks like a lot of the issues are the
same [as in Iraq]. It comes down to the
people getting security and decent eco-
nomic opportunities and the essential ser-
vices for basic life – sewer, water, trash,
electricity… Those are the things they
need that we can provide for them as the
U.S. military.”

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OPERATION AFGHANISTAN…Major Joseph “JB” Boscia, pictured far right,
heads to Afghanistan this month for a sixth-month tour. His father, Joe, a third-
generation soldier, and reporter Christina M. Hinke stand with him.

Christie Seeks Nominations of
Everyday Heroes in State

STATE — Governor-elect Chris
Christie is seeking nominations of every-
day heroes in communities across the
state. The theme of Mr. Christie’s inaugu-
ration on Tuesday, January 19, is “Re-
building New Jersey Together: Pride
through Service and Community,” and
during the event the new governor plans
to honor everyday heroes.

“Tell us who your New Jersey hero is
and how he or she is making a difference
right here at home,” the inauguration
website stated. “Nominate the man or
woman who has dedicated his or her time
and efforts to making New Jersey a better
place to live.”

Five of the nominees will be selected to
attend the inauguration.

Christie and his Lt. Governor Kim
Guadagno will be sworn in at the Trenton
War Memorial at noon. Space is limited
and the event is by invitation only.

There will be a mass at Newark Cathe-
dral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, which is
also invitation only. The mass will be
followed by a $500-per-person reception
at The Prudential Center in Newark.

A portion of the reception ticket pro-
ceeds will be donated to three charities,
the Community Food Bank of New Jer-
sey, the National Guard State Family
Readiness Council and DAYTOP.


