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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TAKING THE OATH...The Fanwood Rescue Squad is sworn in on New Year’s
Day. Pictured, left to right, are: Jeffrey Downing, first lieutenant; Tom FitzGibbon,
second lieutenant (obscured by Mayor Colleen Mahr); Nancy Mustachio, vice-
president; Tom Kranz, president; Jeffrey Carr, training officer; Melissa Padulsky,
captain; Robert Kruthers, treasurer/chaplain; Patricia Buckridee, sergeant, and
John Oatis, recording secretary.

Rescue Squads Face
Impending Budget Cuts

FANWOOD – Tom Kranz, president
of the Fanwood Rescue Squad, reports
that one of the major challenges for 2010
will be paying for ongoing training and
recertification of EMT’s due to the elimi-
nation last year of the EMT Training
Fund by the Corzine administration. The
fund paid for all new and ongoing training
for volunteer EMT’s in New Jersey.

Volunteers are the primary providers
of EMS in hundreds of towns across the
state including Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Westfield, and save the towns mil-
lions of dollars in salaries and benefits,
Mr. Kranz said.

“We are waiting to see what, if anything,
Governor-elect Christie has in mind for
replacing the EMT Training Fund. Unfor-
tunately, faced with a massive deficit, Mr.
Christie has already telegraphed that bud-
get cuts of 25 percent or more may be
necessary to keep the state from going
bankrupt. While it’s good to think posi-
tively, it’s also prudent to prepare for the
worst, which means volunteer squads across
New Jersey coming up with new formulas
to pay for training. It could be left to each
individual EMT to pay for his/her training,
their squad, their local government, their
local corporate sponsors or some combina-
tion of all four,” said Mr. Kranz.

Westfield
Wednesday, December 30, Keisha

L. Wallace, 37, of Westfield was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield
police headquarters to satisfy an out-
standing Hillside warrant in the amount
of $165. Wallace was released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, December 30, Steven
F. Cancelliere, 19, of Clark was ar-
rested and charged with exhibiting a
false government document (driver’s
license), attempting to purchase alco-
hol underage and misrepresentation of
age to purchase alcohol following an
investigation at an establishment on
the 700 block of Central Avenue. He
was released on his own recognizance
with summonses.

Wednesday, December 30, Sheila
Policastro, 20, of Union and Alicia
Feliciano, 33, of North Plainfield were
arrested and charged with shoplifting
at a business on the 600 block of West
North Avenue. Both were released with
summonses pending a January 6 court
date.

Wednesday, December 30, Anton
Miskovich, 58, of Colonia was ar-
rested in the area of Rahway Avenue
and Green Briar Court and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released
to a responsible individual.

Friday, January 1, Brendon
Romanski, 36, of Cranford was ar-
rested at Cranford police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield traffic
warrant in the amount of $99. Bail was
posted and a court date was to be
announced.

Friday, January 1, a Connecticut
Street resident found a wallet at a bank
located on the 500 block of East North
Avenue. The wallet was surrendered to
Westfield police headquarters and sub-
sequently returned to its owner, a resi-
dent of Eaglecroft Road.

Friday, January 1, David P. Ranaldo,
39, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Mountainside traffic warrant. He was
processed and released after posting
$200 bail. A court date was to be set.

Saturday, January 2, a resident of
the 100 block of East Grove Street
reported that the back window of her
automobile was damaged through an
apparent act of criminal mischief. The
damage likely occurred during the
overnight hours.

Sunday, January 3, Wilkens Philippe,
Jr., 22, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Clark traffic warrant in
the amount of $89 during a motor
vehicle stop at West South Avenue and
Downer Street. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, January 3, a resident of the
900 block of West North Avenue re-
ported an act of criminal mischief, in
which unknown persons set off fire-
works comprised of a large tube filled
with mortar-style rounds. The fire-
works caused dents and charring to the
resident’s awning and set fire to a
nearby bush.

Sunday, January 3, Alexandrina
Gallego, 18, of Westfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the
1200 block of Rahway Avenue and
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia and possession of alcohol
underage. She was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released on her own recog-
nizance.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 28, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that some-
one entered her apartment and removed
several hundred dollars in cash and
electronics valued at approximately
$400.

Monday, December 28, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported that some-
one dumped garbage on his front lawn
and then drove away.

Monday, December 28, a resident of
Essex Road reported that someone re-
moved her mailbox valued at approxi-
mately $65 from the front of her house.

Thursday, December 31, a landlord
of an East Second Street residence
reported that his downstairs tenant was
harassing him over an ongoing dis-
pute.

Saturday, January 2, David
Gunthorpe, 32, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after
a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Saturday, January 2, Keir Monot, 38,
of Centerville, Va. was arrested on a
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, January 3, Jennifer Greene,
42, of Somerset was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on an out-

standing warrant. She was transported
to police headquarters, where she was
processed and released.

Sunday, January 3, Anthony
Niemczyk, 21, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with obstruction of
justice after an officer responded to a
report of a disturbance at a Park Av-
enue restaurant. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 22, a 23-year-

old female from Scotch Plains came to
headquarters to report that a 22-year-
old female acquaintance from Clark
assaulted her at a South Avenue estab-
lishment by pulling her hair, punching
her in the face and throwing her to the
ground. The incident is under investi-
gation.

Thursday, December 24, James H.
Gabriel, 46, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Clark
after a field investigation on Midway
Avenue. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, December 26, Patricia
Flesch, 56, of Springfield was arrested,
after a motor vehicle accident on
Martine Avenue, and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI). Her ve-
hicle was towed and she was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
she was processed and released to a
responsible adult. No injuries were
reported, police said.

Monday, December 28, Peter A.
Cardillo, 54, of Marlton was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding Mount Lau-
rel warrant. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, December 29, Vincent
Nevello, 41, of Fanwood was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant
following a motor vehicle stop on the
200 block of Forest Road. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, December 30,
Shakemah L. Lytle-Johnson, 26, of
Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on an outstanding
warrant out of Newark. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released after
posting bail.

Wednesday, December 30, Keith S.
Autocunas, 31, of Plainfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of
Cranford. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Sunday, January 3, Christopher J.
Braxton, 49, of Aulander, N.C. was
arrested on outstanding warrants out
of Newark, Linden and Asbury Park.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
turned over to the Linden Police De-
partment for failure to post bail.

Sunday, January 3, Noel J.
Demarsico, 47, of Fanwood was ar-
rested on an outstanding Rahway war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, January 3, Marcus T.
Marcelus, 25, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested on an outstanding Elizabeth
warrant after a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Monday, January 4, Maryann
Robinson, 47, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants out of
Fanwood and Plainfield after a field
investigation. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was
processed and turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 30, police

responded to a report of a robbery on
Camelot Court. According to police,
the female victim pulled her motor
vehicle off of Route 22 onto Camelot
Court to inspect her tire after striking a
pothole. The victim told police that the
suspect came from the east side woods
and grabbed her hair while holding an
unknown object to her neck, authori-
ties reported. The suspect said, “don’t
scream” and demanded she give him
her jacket, boots, wallet and keys and
then attempted to steal the vehicle and
the belongings, but the vehicle stalled,
police reported. He then approached
the victim, slapped her in the face, told
her “you’re lucky” and ran northeast
into the woods, police reports stated.
The Scotch Plains Police Department
and the Union County Sheriff’s De-
partment K-9 unit were called in, but a
search of the area revealed nothing,
authorities said.

former chairman Alexander
Mirabella; Deborah Scanlon, who was
named vice-chairman to the board,
and Mohamed Jalloh who was sworn
in for his first term as freeholder.
James LaCorte was took the office
for a third term as Union County
Surrogate.

Mr. LaCorte reminded everyone
how the yearly meeting was always
an issue with Jets and Giant fans, but
this year the Giants were done and
Jets were kind enough to move their
game to the night slot.

Charlotte DeFilippo, chairwoman
of the Democratic Committee, kicked
off the reorganization meeting by
speaking of the 20 years of improve-
ments she has seen under the Demo-
cratic control in the county. She then
introduced many special guests in-
cluding, but not limited to, state Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield),
Assemblymen Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), Raymond Lesniak
(LD-20, Union) and Joseph Cryan
(LD-20, Union).

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7) also
spoke at the meeting, and said he
plans to push to have full-body scan-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Union County Reorganization

the borough council and the citizens
of Mountainside invoked the memory
of his predecessor as he carried on the
tradition of giving an annual message
to the community. “I’m truly humbled
to be mayor,” he began. Mayor
Mirabelli’s message emphasized the
importance that volunteerism has
played in making the Borough of
Mountainside “the community that it
is,” and he mentioned a New York
Times article citing the borough as a
“hidden gem.”

Mayor Mirabelli commended the
police department as “second to none
as we’ve seen in the awards given out
tonight.” He called the borough’s fire
department the “best company in the
county.” Mayor Mirabelli also
thanked the rescue squad for provid-
ing “life-saving service,” as he expe-
rienced firsthand after falling off his
roof two years ago.

As for the borough council, Mr.
Mirabelli continued, “We have expe-
rience. We also have new blood. We
now have the second councilwoman
in the history of Mountainside
(Deanna Andre).”

Ms. Andre was appointed to a one-
year term to replace Mr. Mirabelli on
the borough council when he was
appointed mayor of Mountainside.
Ms. Andre, as well as re-elected Coun-
cilman William Lane, were also sworn
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Mountainside Reorganization

not reappointed on Tuesday “because
we are restructuring our legal team,
and we haven’t made any final deci-
sions yet.”

Republican Councilman Dominick
Bratti was named deputy mayor for
2010 and pronounced himself “very
honored.” Mayor Malool thanked
Councilman Jeffrey Strauss for his
service as deputy mayor last year,
saying he had served “very ably and
very capably.”

Councilwoman Mary DePaola,
Paulette Coronato and Alice Agran
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Scotch Plains Council
Organizes for 2010

were appointed to the planning board
along with Mayor Malool and Robert
LaCosta. Theodore Spera was named
as an alternate member. Ken Ander-
son and Karyn Steele were appointed
to the zoning board of adjustment,
and Llewellyn Jones was named as an
alternate.

Union County Freeholder
Alexander Mirabella, as well as
former mayors Mauro Checchio, Joan
Papen, William McClintock and Mar-
tin Marks, attended the 30-minute
reorganization session.

vesting in Fanwood,” Mayor Mahr
said, noting that three new businesses
have opened in Fanwood in the past
year and a fourth is expected soon.
She also reported that Fanwood’s re-
development agency recently desig-
nated redeveloper Elite Properties to
develop the former Sovereign Bank
property on South Avenue.

Among other borough successes,
Mayor Mahr highlighted Fanwood’s
98-percent tax-collection rate, the
work of the Budget Advisory Task
Force she created in 2009, the senior
handyman program and the planned
celebration of the Fanwood train
station’s 125th anniversary. She also
expressed gratitude to all borough
employees and those who serve in
volunteer capacities for their efforts
on behalf of the community. “Thank
you all – and I look forward to work-
ing with you throughout the year,”
she said.
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Fanwood

in by Judge DeRose during the reor-
ganization meeting. Additionally, the
council unanimously approved 21
resolutions during the meeting. The
public was invited to a reception after
the meeting’s adjournment.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MOUNTAINSIDE MAYOR...Mayor Paul Mirabelli addresses the audience at
Tuesday night’s reorganization meeting. Mr. Mirabelli was appointed in Novem-
ber to replace former Mayor Robert Viglianti, who passed away late last year.

Christina M. Hinke for The  Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW YEAR, NEW TERM...Lt. Governor-elect of New Jersey Kim Guadagno,
pictured right, swears in Andy Skibitsky, left, for another term as mayor of
Westfield during the Town of Westfield reorganization meeting January 5. His
wife Debbie and son look on.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW CHAIRMAN…Freeholder Dan Sullivan takes the oath as chairman of the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders at Sunday’s county reorganization
meeting as Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage administers the oath of office.

ners put in place at the Newark Lib-
erty International Airport for safety
reasons.

The full chairman’s address can be
found online at ucnj.org/freeholders/
chair_annual_address.html.

to all our citizens.” Acknowledging
the difficult financial times, both na-
tionally and personally, Mayor
McCarthy said his goal is to “con-
tinue to work with a tight belt” but to
maintain services.

He said that the governing body
will continue to look for ratables that
do not negatively impact the bor-
ough, investigate shared services and
continue to apply for grant money.
The mayor stated that because of grant
money that the borough “hope(s) to
break ground this year” on a new
athletic complex.

“I have grown up here and raised
my family here,” Mayor McCarthy
said. “Garwood is a special place…a
small town with a big heart.” He com-
municated an “open door” policy and
asked that residents continue to voice
their concerns to the governing body.
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Garwood

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
I SWEAR…During the 153rd annual Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers reorganization meeting held January 3 in the Union County Courthouse, the
following, pictured, from top, were sworn in: Bernice Jalloh administers the oath
of office to her son, Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle; Judge Karen Cassidy
administers the oath of office to Surrogate James LaCorte. His wife, Pamela, holds
the Bible; Freeholder Deborah Scanlon of Union is accompanied by her family at
the ceremony.

SP Schedules 2010
Hypertension Clinics
SCOTCH PLAINS — The 2010 Hy-

pertension Clinics sponsored by the Scotch
Plains Health Department will take place
at the Scotch Plains Public Library, lo-
cated on Bartle Avenue, between 10 a.m.
and noon on the second Tuesday of each
month. The clinics are scheduled for Janu-
ary 12, February 9, March 9, April 13,
May 11, June 8, September 14, October
12, November 9, and December 14. No
clinics are scheduled in July or August.

Residents who are over the age of 30
and smoke, or are overweight, or have a
family history of heart disease or diabe-
tes, and who have not had their blood
pressure checked recently, are urged to
attend. For more information, call (732)
827-2158.

First Lt. Governor Guadagno Swears
In Westfield Mayor Skibitsky

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – An overflow crowd,
filled with dignitaries from all levels of
government, greeted Westfield’s two new-
est council members, Sam Della Fera and
Keith Loughlin, who took their seats on
the dais along with re-elected Mayor Andy
Skibitsky and returning council members
Vicki Kimmins and David Haas on Tues-
day night.

The most high-profile guest, Lieuten-
ant Governor-elect Kim Guadagno, swore
in Mayor Skibitsky, who won a re-elec-
tion bid by defeating Democrat Bill
Brennan. Four years ago, Mayor Skibitsky
was sworn in by the Governor-elect, Chris
Christie, who will assume the governor-
ship on Tuesday, January 19.

New Jersey’s first lieutenant governor,
Ms. Guadagno also will serve as secre-
tary of state. After swearing in the mayor,
she said, “I just wanted to say that it was
my first time standing in for Chris. He
wanted to come, but he also wanted to
give the lieutenant governor a shot at
saying the oath.”

She acknowledged the presence of State
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Bill Palatucci and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, whom she
called a “great friend and ally.”

She concluded her remarks by thank-
ing the mayor’s family.

“I know what sacrifices you had to
make in the last couple of years now,” she
said. “I have to tell you that it is an
amazing experience we’re going through
right now. We’re going to need your
hopes. We’re going to need your prayers,
but it is New Jersey, and in New Jersey,

anything is possible.”
Judge Joseph Greenaway, Jr., nominee

to the Third Circuit Court of Appeals by
President Barack Obama, swore in Mr.
Della Fera, who assumes the seat previ-
ously held by Sal Caruana, who decided
not to seek re-election in Ward 1. Mr.
Della Fera had bested Democrat Janice
Siegel in November.

Noting the cavalcade of politicians in
attendance, some of who were adminis-
tering oaths of office during the meeting,
including Ms. Guadagno, Judge
Greenaway asked jokingly, “Next time
you’re sworn in, who are you going to go
with? I know [Supreme Court] Justice
[Samuel] Alito... Do you want the Presi-
dent?”

Senator Kean gave the oath of office to
returning Second Ward Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins, who ran unopposed.

James Hely, Union County Superior
Court judge, administered the oaths to
returning councilman Mr. Haas and
newly-elected Mr. Loughlin; in 2009, the
men defeated Tom Delaney and incum-
bent Tom Bigosinski, respectively.

Many other dignitaries attended the
reorganization meeting, including outgo-
ing Union County Freeholder Chairman
Al Mirabella; former Westfield mayors
Tom Jardim, Ron Frigerio and Allen Chin;
judges Brenda Cuba and Thomas Walsh;
former council members Mr. Bigosinski,
Mr. Caruana and Peter Echausse, as well
as local Democratic Party Chairman Ken
Rotter and representatives from the
Westfield Board of Education – Superin-
tendent Margaret Dolan, Julia Walker,
Rich Matessich and Ginny Leiz.


