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Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
I SWEAR…Freeholder Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood is sworn into his fifth, three-year term as a county freeholder
during the 153rd annual reorganization meeting held in the Union County Courthouse on January 3. His wife, Phyllis, and
their children, Alex and Micayla, hold the Bible.

Sluka and Hak Take Office
On Garwood Council

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARWOOD TERM BEGINS…Tim Hak takes the oath of office from Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) to become the newest member of the Garwood Borough
Council during the borough’s annual reorganization meeting on New Year’s Day,
as his wife, Peggy, and children look on.

GOP Council Members Take
Oath of Office in Fanwood

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-FanwoodTimes
READY TO SERVE…Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th) administers the
oath of office New Year’s Day to new Republican Councilmen Robert Manduca
(bottom) and Michael Szuch (top) during the annual reorganization meeting of
the Fanwood governing body. Mr. Manduca’s wife, Victoria, accompanies him,
while Mr. Szuch’s wife, Angela, and son, Forrest, join him.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Republican Coun-
cilmen Robert Manduca and Michael
Szuch took their oath of office before
a standing-room-only crowd that in-
cluded multiple former mayors and
former council members New Year’s
Day during the governing body’s an-
nual reorganization meeting, which
began at noon in the Borough Coun-
cil chambers. Both men are begin-
ning their inaugural terms on the coun-
cil. Immediately following the meet-
ing, a reception was held in the Car-
riage House adjacent to Borough Hall.

The surprise double GOP win No-

vember 3, when Mr. Manduca and
Mr. Szuch defeated Democratic coun-
cil members Donna Dolce and David
Valian, established a 3-3 bipartisan
split on the council. Councilman An-
thony Parenti is the third Republican
on the governing body dais.

Following the invocation given by
Rabbi Joel Abraham of Temple
Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains,
Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th)
administered the oath of office to the
new councilmen. Rabbi Abraham also
gave the benediction just prior to ad-
journment. Mr. Manduca’s wife,
Victoria, accompanied him as he was
sworn into office. Mr. Szuch’s wife,

Angela, and son, Forrest, 10, stood
beside him for the ceremony.

Congressman Lance, whose district
encompasses 54 municipalities in four
counties, including Fanwood, con-
gratulated Mr. Manduca and Mr. Szuch
on being elected to the borough coun-
cil. He also said he looked forward to
working with the entire municipal body
on issues of national concern.

Outgoing Union County Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood, who won re-election in No-
vember and himself was sworn into
office for a new Freeholder term two
days later, also wished Mr. Manduca
and Mr. Szuch “the best of luck in their
new terms.”

Mr. Mirabella additionally thanked
Congressman Lance for being a “true
partner” at the federal and county lev-
els, and wished Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr “all the luck in the world” in
2010, particularly with what will still
be a challenging budget development
process in the current fiscal climate.

Following the election of Demo-
cratic Councilman Russell Huegel as
council president and approval of the
appointment of borough officials for
the year 2010, Mayor Mahr adminis-
tered the oath of office to officers of
the Fanwood Rescue Squad and
Fanwood Fire Department, including
new Fire Chief David Clausen and
Rescue Squad President Tom Kranz.
Officials also acknowledged that
Lieutenant Richard Trigo would take
over as Acting Fanwood Police Chief
effective February 1, succeeding re-
tiring Chief Donald Domanoski.

The reorganization meeting also
included adoption of by-laws for the
year 2010 and the governing body’s
appointments of Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler and Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell as the council’s
representatives to the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board and Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee, respec-
tively. Each councilwoman is return-
ing to her respective position.

Officials additionally adopted the
2010 temporary municipal budget.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
was among the official media desig-
nated for borough advertising in 2010.

In her own remarks, Mayor Mahr
reflected how “the Borough of
Fanwood remains a wonderful, vi-
brant, close-knit community.” She
welcomed Mr. Manduca and Mr.
Szuch to the council, along with re-
turning representatives.

Mayor Mahr said the economy will
continue to be “the top story in 2010,”
adding that the state is expected to
push strongly for “substantial” shared
services among New Jersey munici-
palities. “I am ready to tackle the
challenges that lie ahead and believe
strongly in Fanwood’s need to stay
ahead of the curve as the best way to
control our own destiny,” she noted.

“We will continue to see private
individuals spend their money on in-

New Members Are Sworn In
As MS Council Reorganizes

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The council
chambers at Mountainside Borough
Hall were filled to standing-room-
only as the governing body reorga-
nized for 2010 Tuesday evening.

More than 40 Mountainside resi-
dents attended this first municipal gov-
ernment session of the new year. Mu-
nicipal Judge James DeRose adminis-
tered the oath of office to officers of
the police and fire departments and the
rescue squad. Local district politicians,
including Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz and Senator Thomas Kean, Jr.,
briefly addressed those gathered be-
fore heading off to other district mu-
nicipal reorganization meetings.

“You (the borough of
Mountainside) have set a great ex-
ample for the rest of the state to
follow,” said Asm. Bramnick. “We
will continue to work for you,” added
Asw. Munoz.

The memory of Mountainside’s
recently deceased mayor, Robert F.
Viglianti, was honored throughout
the 45-minute meeting. Mayor Paul
Mirabelli presented the Viglianti fam-
ily with a plaque, a copy of which
also will hang in the council cham-
bers, honoring Mayor Viglianti’s
many years of community service.

Incoming Mayor Mirabelli is only
the third mayor in Mountainside in
the last 30 years. “He (Mr. Viglianti)

will continue to look over us,” said
Mayor Mirabelli as he addressed the
community before the plaque presen-
tation.

Police Chief James Debbie, Jr., who
also serves as borough administrator,
presented multiple commendations
to members of the borough’s police
force for their role in apprehending
suspects in area crimes. Chief Debbie
began his introductory remarks by
noting “it’s hard to single out an of-
ficer. I applaud all of them.”

The first commendation went to
first-year Patrolman Shaun Bendik,
for his role in the June 28 apprehen-
sion of a burglar who crashed his
stolen getaway car on Route 22 in
Springfield, after being chased by
Patrolman Bendik, who spotted the
suspect parked outside an unoccu-
pied new home. The suspect then fled
to a nearby riverbed, where Spring-
field police captured him using a ther-
mal imaging camera, Chief Debbie
recounted in his remarks.

Also commended were Detectives
Michael Jackson, Richard A. Huber
and Thomas Norton, whose work on
a December 2008 burglary case on
Deer Path led to the June 2009 arrest
of two gang members, as well as one
of the 10 most wanted suspects in
Essex County. “I applaud you for
your diligence of duty,” concluded
Chief Debbie.

Mayor Mirabelli’s first message to

Dan Sullivan Named
UC Freeholder Chairman
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Mayor Malool: ‘I Can’t Promise
That Taxes Won’t Go Up in 2010’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool warned residents on
Tuesday of “plenty of challenges and
roadblocks ahead,” and said the town-
ship council, which “made plenty of
tough decisions last year,” would need
to make more again this year.

“I can’t promise you that taxes
won’t go up,” the mayor said in her
New Year’s message at the council’s
reorganization meeting. “I can’t
promise you services won’t be cut
more, and I can’t promise you that
there won’t be more reductions in our
workforce.”

Her remarks came at the start of her
second year as mayor and after a year
she called “probably one of the worst
years in most of our memories.”

She ticked off a brief list of issues
contributing to a “difficult” 2009, in-
cluding state tax and spending cap
mandates, municipal layoffs, the cre-
ation of a separate sewer utility, re-
ductions in state aid and interest in-
come, increases in township payments
for insurance and pensions and a re-
duction in services.

The mayor thanked her council
colleagues and township employees
for their efforts last year, and ac-
knowledged township manager Chris
Marion, “who took over the reins
during a very difficult time and is
working hard to get us back on track.”

She also thanked township resi-
dents, “most of whom recognized
that we are doing our best, under-
stand the challenges we face and re-
main patient.”

She did list “some good things”
that occurred in 2009, including the
Valentine’s Day dinner with veterans
11 months ago, the receipt of various
grants for recreation, the schools and
roadwork, the health department’s
response to the H1N1 flu virus, the
Memorial Day music festival that
drew thousands to the downtown busi-
ness district and the fact that Scotch
Plains “was the only town in Union
County to have an increase in real
estate prices” in 2009.

The mayor called for the municipal
government to “work closely with
our business district and the Scotch
Plains Management Corp. to increase
business and address the needs of our
commercial community.”

She said the council must “insure
we implement the fairest, most accu-
rate [sewer utility] fees possible” this
year. She also called for improved
communication via improvements to
the township’s website.

The mayor also urged further
money-saving moves such as coop-

erative purchasing and shared ser-
vices with neighboring towns and the
county, and she said a joint library
with Fanwood should be considered.

She proposed the creation of a long-
term capital plan for equipment, road-
ways and facilities improvements,
adding that “we need to do it wisely.”

At the end of her brief remarks, the
mayor promised that “Scotch Plains
will be a better place at the end of
2010.”

The bulk of the reorganization
meeting was devoted to appointments,
with Robert Pansulla reappointed as
township prosecutor, Casey Woodruff
named public defender and Matthew
Dorsi named as alternate defender.

Neither Township Attorney Brian
Levine nor Assistant Township Attor-
ney Lawrence Woodruff were for-
mally reappointed to posts they have
held for several years, although both
remain in their posts.

Mayor Malool told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times the two were

By GREG RYAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – Dan Sullivan was
chosen as the newly appointed Board
of Union County Chosen Freehold-
ers Chairman at the Union County
reorganization meeting on January 3.
This appointment marks Mr.
Sullivan’s third year as chairman,
previously serving in 1998 and 2000.

He spoke of “helping people, mov-
ing Union County Forward.” He made
mention of “Go Green Year III,” which
would produce solar panel installa-
tions, and have a long-term goal of
developing bio diesel, and geother-
mal projects.

Discussing the tough economic
times not only on a Federal level, but
also at the county taxpayer level, he
said the county would still need to do
more with less as he said the county
did last year.

Mr. Sullivan told the packed court-
room of State Superior Judge Karen
Cassidy, assignment judge for the
Union County, that all 640 non-con-
tractual employees, including direc-
tors, freeholders, and constitutional
officials, once again would have their
pay frozen.

His said the county would work to
help residents address gangs and
youth violence as well as to find ways
the county can assist seniors and spe-
cial-needs persons within the county.
Another of his initiatives for 2010, he
said, will be to increase the volunteer
base within the Medical Reserve
Corps, and to educate the public on
preparedness and prevention of com-
municable diseases and the potential
third wave of the H1N1 virus.

Also sworn in to the Board of Union
County Chosen Freeholders was
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By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — At the Sunday af-
ternoon Garwood re-organization
meeting Democrat Councilman Keith
Sluka was sworn in to his second
term and Republican Councilman Tim
Hak was sworn into his first term on
the Borough Council.

Councilman Stephen Napolitano
was nominated and elected as the
2010 Council President. Robert
Renaud was appointed as the Bor-
ough Attorney and Wayne Frew was
appointed as the fire chief for one-
year terms.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy an-
nounced the committee appointments
for 2010. Councilman Anthony Sytko
will chair the Buildings and Grounds
and the Laws and Licenses Commit-
tees. Councilman Louis Petruzzelli

will chair the Recreation Committee
and the Committee on Aging. Coun-
cilman Hak will serve as the Mayor’s
Representative to the Garwood Li-
brary, Councilman Sluka will serve
as the School Board Liaison and
Councilman Jonathan Linken will
serve on the Recreation Complex
Committee.

Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), who
swore in Councilman Hak, addressed
the crowd pledging to have full body
screening devices in place at Newark
Liberty International Airport. He
stated that despite the controversy
surrounding the devices, it is “more
important that the public be secure.”

Mayor McCarthy thanked the
borough’s employees and volunteers
in his annual address. He pledged to
continue to “strive to provide the best

CONGRATULATIONS...Fanwood Councilman Robert Manduca, right, with
his wife, Victoria, and Rep. Leonard Lance.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SCOTCH PLAINS 2010...Mayor Nancy Malool and Deputy Mayor Dominick
Bratti address the audience at Tuesday night’s municipal government reorgani-
zation meeting in Scotch Plains.


