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POLICE BLOTTER

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$396$396AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

Geico saved $473* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $467* on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $375* on average with Allstate

*

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written in 2008.  Actual savings will vary.
Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance  Company:  Bridgewater,  NJ.  ©  2009  Allstate
Insurance Company

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $396* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
TAKING THE OATH...The Fanwood Rescue Squad is sworn in on New Year’s
Day. Pictured, left to right, are: Jeffrey Downing, first lieutenant; Tom FitzGibbon,
second lieutenant (obscured by Mayor Colleen Mahr); Nancy Mustachio, vice-
president; Tom Kranz, president; Jeffrey Carr, training officer; Melissa Padulsky,
captain; Robert Kruthers, treasurer/chaplain; Patricia Buckridee, sergeant, and
John Oatis, recording secretary.

Westfield
Wednesday, December 30, Keisha L.

Wallace, 37, of Westfield was arrested
after responding to Westfield police head-
quarters to satisfy an outstanding Hillside
warrant in the amount of $165. Wallace
was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, December 30, Steven F.
Cancelliere, 19, of Clark was arrested and
charged with exhibiting a false govern-
ment document (driver’s license), attempt-
ing to purchase alcohol underage and
misrepresentation of age to purchase al-
cohol following an investigation at an
establishment on the 700 block of Central
Avenue. He was released on his own
recognizance with summonses.

Wednesday, December 30, Sheila
Policastro, 20, of Union and Alicia
Feliciano, 33, of North Plainfield were
arrested and charged with shoplifting at a
business on the 600 block of West North
Avenue. Both were released with sum-
monses pending a January 6 court date.

Wednesday, December 30, Anton
Miskovich, 58, of Colonia was arrested in
the area of Rahway Avenue and Green
Briar Court and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and released to a responsible individual.

Friday, January 1, Brendon Romanski,
36, of Cranford was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount of
$99. Bail was posted and a court date was
to be announced.

Friday, January 1, a Connecticut Street
resident found a wallet at a bank located on
the 500 block of East North Avenue. The
wallet was surrendered to Westfield police
headquarters and subsequently returned to
its owner, a resident of Eaglecroft Road.

Friday, January 1, David P. Ranaldo,
39, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on a Mountainside
traffic warrant. He was processed and
released after posting $200 bail. A court
date was to be set.

Saturday, January 2, a resident of the
100 block of East Grove Street reported
that the back window of her automobile
was damaged through an apparent act of
criminal mischief. The damage likely
occurred during the overnight hours.

Sunday, January 3, Wilkens Philippe,
Jr., 22, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Clark traffic warrant in the
amount of $89 during a motor vehicle
stop at West South Avenue and Downer
Street. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Sunday, January 3, a resident of the
900 block of West North Avenue re-
ported an act of criminal mischief, in
which unknown persons set off fireworks
comprised of a large tube filled with
mortar-style rounds. The fireworks caused
dents and charring to the resident’s aw-
ning and set fire to a nearby bush.

Sunday, January 3, Alexandrina
Gallego, 18, of Westfield was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the 1200
block of Rahway Avenue and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of alcohol underage. She
was transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, processed and released on her
own recognizance.

Scotch Plains
Monday, December 28, a resident of

Country Club Lane reported that some-
one entered her apartment and removed
several hundred dollars in cash and elec-
tronics valued at approximately $400.

Monday, December 28, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported that someone
dumped garbage on his front lawn and
then drove away.

Monday, December 28, a resident of
Essex Road reported that someone re-
moved her mailbox valued at approxi-
mately $65 from the front of her house.

Thursday, December 31, a landlord of
an East Second Street residence reported
that his downstairs tenant was harassing
him over an ongoing dispute.

Saturday, January 2, David Gunthorpe,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Saturday, January 2, Keir Monot, 38,
of Centerville, Va. was arrested on a
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Sunday, January 3, Jennifer Greene, 42,
of Somerset was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on an outstanding warrant. She
was transported to police headquarters,

where she was processed and released.
Sunday, January 3, Anthony Niemczyk,

21, of Fanwood was arrested and charged
with obstruction of justice after an officer
responded to a report of a disturbance at
a Park Avenue restaurant. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Fanwood
Tuesday, December 22, a 23-year-old

female from Scotch Plains came to head-
quarters to report that a 22-year-old fe-
male acquaintance from Clark assaulted
her at a South Avenue establishment by
pulling her hair, punching her in the face
and throwing her to the ground. The inci-
dent is under investigation.

Thursday, December 24, James H.
Gabriel, 46, of Fanwood was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Clark after
a field investigation on Midway Avenue.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, December 26, Patricia Flesch,
56, of Springfield was arrested, after a
motor vehicle accident on Martine Av-
enue, and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI). Her vehicle was towed
and she was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released to a responsible adult. No inju-
ries were reported, police said.

Monday, December 28, Peter A.
Cardillo, 54, of Marlton was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding Mount Laurel
warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Tuesday, December 29, Vincent
Nevello, 41, of Fanwood was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on the 200 block
of Forest Road. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Wednesday, December 30, Shakemah
L. Lytle-Johnson, 26, of Elizabeth was
arrested following a motor vehicle stop
on an outstanding warrant out of Newark.
He was transported to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, December 30, Keith S.
Autocunas, 31, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an
outstanding warrant out of Cranford. He
was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, January 3, Christopher J.
Braxton, 49, of Aulander, N.C. was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Newark,
Linden and Asbury Park. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he was
processed and turned over to the Linden
Police Department for failure to post bail.

Sunday, January 3, Noel J. Demarsico,
47, of Fanwood was arrested on an out-
standing Rahway warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Sunday, January 3, Marcus T. Marcelus,
25, of Elizabeth was arrested on an outstand-
ing Elizabeth warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was processed
and released after posting bail.

Monday, January 4, Maryann
Robinson, 47, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants out of Fanwood
and Plainfield after a field investigation.
She was transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and turned
over to the Plainfield Police Department.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 30, police re-

sponded to a report of a robbery on
Camelot Court. According to police, the
female victim pulled her motor vehicle
off of Route 22 onto Camelot Court to
inspect her tire after striking a pothole.
The victim told police that the suspect
came from the east side woods and
grabbed her hair while holding an un-
known object to her neck, authorities
reported. The suspect said, “don’t scream”
and demanded she give him her jacket,
boots, wallet and keys and then attempted
to steal the vehicle and the belongings,
but the vehicle stalled, police reported.
He then approached the victim, slapped
her in the face, told her “you’re lucky”
and ran northeast into the woods, police
reports stated. The Scotch Plains Police
Department and the Union County
Sheriff’s Department K-9 unit were called
in, but a search of the area revealed noth-
ing, authorities said.

Following the invocation given by
Rabbi Joel Abraham of Temple
Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains,
Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7)
administered the oath of office to the
new councilmen. Rabbi Abraham also
gave the benediction just prior to ad-
journment.

Mr. Manduca’s wife, Victoria, ac-
companied him as he was sworn into
office.

Mr. Szuch’s wife, Angela, and son,
Forrest, 10, stood beside him for the
ceremony.

Congressman Lance, whose district
encompasses 54 municipalities in four
counties, including Fanwood, con-
gratulated Mr. Manduca and Mr. Szuch
on being elected to the borough coun-
cil. He also said he looked forward to
working with the entire municipal body
on issues of national concern.

Outgoing Union County Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood, who won re-election in
November and himself was sworn
into office for a new freeholder term
two days later, also wished Mr.
Manduca and Mr. Szuch “the best of
luck in their new terms.”

Mr. Mirabella additionally thanked
Congressman Lance for being a “true
partner” at the federal and county lev-
els, and wished Fanwood Mayor Col-
leen Mahr “all the luck in the world” in
2010, particularly with what will still
be a challenging budget development
process in the current fiscal climate.

Following the election of Demo-
cratic Councilman Russell Huegel as
council president and approval of the
appointment of borough officials for
the year 2010, Mayor Mahr adminis-
tered the oath of office to officers of
the Fanwood Rescue Squad and
Fanwood Fire Department, including
new Fire Chief David Clausen and
Rescue Squad President Tom Kranz.
Officials also acknowledged that
Lieutenant Richard Trigo would take
over as Acting Fanwood Police Chief
effective February 1, succeeding re-
tiring Chief Donald Domanoski.

The reorganization meeting also
included adoption of by-laws for the

year 2010 and the governing body’s
appointments of Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler and Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell as the council’s
representatives to the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board and Union County Rev-
enue Sharing Committee, respec-
tively. Each councilwoman is return-
ing to her respective position.

Officials additionally adopted the
2010 temporary municipal budget.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
was among the official media desig-
nated for borough advertising in 2010.

In her own remarks, Mayor Mahr
reflected how “the Borough of Fanwood
remains a wonderful, vibrant, close-
knit community.” She welcomed Mr.
Manduca and Mr. Szuch to the council,
along with returning representatives.

Mayor Mahr said the economy will
continue to be “the top story in 2010,”
adding that the state is expected to
push strongly for “substantial” shared
services among New Jersey munici-
palities. “I am ready to tackle the
challenges that lie ahead and believe
strongly in Fanwood’s need to stay
ahead of the curve as the best way to
control our own destiny,” she noted.

“We will continue to see private
individuals spend their money on in-
vesting in Fanwood,” Mayor Mahr
said, noting that three new businesses
have opened in Fanwood in the past
year and a fourth is expected soon.
She also reported that Fanwood’s re-
development agency recently desig-
nated redeveloper Elite Properties to
develop the former Sovereign Bank
property on South Avenue.

Among other borough successes,
Mayor Mahr highlighted Fanwood’s
98-percent tax-collection rate, the work
of the Budget Advisory Task Force she
created in 2009, the senior handyman
program and the planned celebration
of the Fanwood train station’s 125th
anniversary. She also expressed grati-
tude to all borough employees and
those who serve in volunteer capaci-
ties for their efforts on behalf of the
community. “Thank you all – and I
look forward to working with you
throughout the year,” she said.

also will hang in the council cham-
bers, honoring Mayor Viglianti’s
many years of community service.

Incoming Mayor Mirabelli is only
the third mayor in Mountainside in the
last 30 years. “He (Mr. Viglianti) will
continue to look over us,” said Mayor
Mirabelli as he addressed the commu-
nity before the plaque presentation.

Police Chief James Debbie, Jr., who
also serves as borough administrator,
presented multiple commendations
to members of the borough’s police
force for their role in apprehending
suspects in area crimes. Chief Debbie
began his introductory remarks by
noting “it’s hard to single out an of-
ficer. I applaud all of them.”

The first commendation went to
first-year Patrolman Shaun Bendik,
for his role in the June 28 apprehen-
sion of a burglar who crashed his
stolen getaway car on Route 22 in
Springfield, after being chased by
Patrolman Bendik, who spotted the
suspect parked outside an unoccu-
pied new home. The suspect then fled
to a nearby riverbed, where Spring-
field police captured him using a ther-
mal imaging camera, Chief Debbie
recounted in his remarks.

Also commended were Detectives
Michael Jackson, Richard Huber and
Thomas Norton, whose work on a
December 2008 burglary case on Deer
Path led to the June 2009 arrest of two
gang members, as well as one of the 10
most wanted suspects in Essex County.
“I applaud you for your diligence of
duty,” concluded Chief Debbie.

Mayor Mirabelli’s first message to

the borough council and the citizens
of Mountainside invoked the memory
of his predecessor as he carried on the
tradition of giving an annual message
to the community. “I’m truly humbled
to be mayor,” he began. Mayor
Mirabelli’s message emphasized the
importance that volunteerism has
played in making the Borough of
Mountainside “the community that it
is,” and he mentioned a New York
Times article citing the borough as a
“hidden gem.”

Mayor Mirabelli commended the
police department as “second to none
as we’ve seen in the awards given out
tonight.” He called the borough’s fire
department the “best company in the
county.” Mayor Mirabelli also
thanked the rescue squad for provid-
ing “life-saving service,” as he expe-
rienced firsthand after falling off his
roof two years ago.

As for the borough council, Mr.
Mirabelli continued, “We have expe-
rience. We also have new blood. We
now have the second councilwoman
in the history of Mountainside
(Deanna Andre).”

Ms. Andre was appointed to a one-
year term to replace Mr. Mirabelli on
the borough council when he was
appointed mayor of Mountainside.
Ms. Andre, as well as re-elected Coun-
cilman William Lane, were also sworn
in by Judge DeRose during the reor-
ganization meeting. Additionally, the
council unanimously approved 21
resolutions during the meeting. The
public was invited to a reception after
the meeting’s adjournment.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
I SWEAR…During the 153rd annual Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers reorganization meeting held January 3 in the Union County Courthouse, the
following, pictured, from top, were sworn in: Bernice Jalloh administers the oath
of office to her son, Freeholder Mohamed Jalloh of Roselle; Judge Karen Cassidy
administers the oath of office to Surrogate James LaCorte. His wife, Pamela, holds
the Bible; Freeholder Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood begins a new term as
freeholder. His wife, Phyllis, and their children, Alex and Micayla, hold the Bible.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
REORGANIZED...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Lt. Governor-elect of New
Jersey Kim Guadagno and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield) have
a chat before the start of the Town of Westfield reorganization meeting January 5.

She said the council must “insure we
implement the fairest, most accurate
[sewer utility] fees possible” this year.
She also called for improved commu-
nication via improvements to the
township’s website.

The mayor also urged further money-
saving moves such as cooperative pur-
chasing and shared services with neigh-
boring towns and the county, and she
said a joint library with Fanwood should
be considered.

She proposed the creation of a long-
term capital plan for equipment, road-
ways and facilities improvements, add-
ing that “we need to do it wisely.”

At the end of her brief remarks, the
mayor promised that “Scotch Plains
will be a better place at the end of
2010.”

The bulk of the reorganization
meeting was devoted to appointments,
with Robert Pansulla reappointed as
township prosecutor, Casey Woodruff
named public defender and Matthew
Dorsi named as alternate defender.

Neither Township Attorney Brian
Levine nor Assistant Township attor-
ney Lawrence Woodruff were for-
mally reappointed to posts they have
held for several years, although both

remain in their posts.
Mayor Malool told The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times the two were
not reappointed on Tuesday “because
we are restructuring our legal team,
and we haven’t made any final deci-
sions yet.”

Republican Councilman Dominick
Bratti was named deputy mayor for
2010 and pronounced himself “very
honored.” Mayor Malool thanked
Councilman Jeffrey Strauss for his ser-
vice as deputy mayor last year, saying
he had served “very ably and very
capably.”

Councilwoman Mary DePaola,
Paulette Coronato and Alice Agran were
appointed to the planning board along
with Mayor Malool and Robert
LaCosta. Theodore Spera was named
as an alternate member. Ken Anderson
and Karyn Steele were appointed to the
zoning board of adjustment, and
Llewellyn Jones was named as an alter-
nate.

Outgoing Union County Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella, as well
as former mayors Mauro Checchio,
Joan Papen, William McClintock and
Martin Marks, attended the 30-minute
reorganization session.
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Malool: SP Taxes May Rise
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Szuch, Manduca Take Oaths

reorganization meeting, including
outgoing Union County Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella; former
Westfield mayors Tom Jardim, Ron
Frigerio and Allen Chin; judges
Brenda Cuba and Thomas Walsh;
former council members Mr.
Bigosinski, Mr. Caruana and Peter
Echausse, as well as local Demo-
cratic Party Chairman Ken Rotter and
representatives from the Westfield
Board of Education – Superintendent
Margaret Dolan, Julia Walker, Rich
Matessich and Ginny Leiz.

The mayor, in his State of the Town
Address, acknowledged that the “storm
clouds” of the deteriorating economy
have not vanished yet and that the
town would have to continue on the
fiscally prudent path it has traveled.

The mayor touted efforts made over
the last four years to eliminate or
reduce 27 town positions, and he
thanked all department heads for be-
ing “team players.”

Shuffling the deck slightly, the
mayor also announced his selections
for chairmen and chairwomen of the
four major council committees.

Mark Ciarrocca will shift from Pub-
lic Safety Committee head to take the
reins of the Finance Policy Committee,
following the departure of Mr. Caruana.
Jo Ann Neylan, who chaired the Public
Works Committee, shifts to fill Mr.
Ciarrocca’s former chairman position
on the Public Safety Committee.

To fill Ms. Neylan’s vacated seat
atop the Public Works Committee,
Frank Arena assumes the chairman-
ship, the first time he has had the privi-
lege of leading a committee. Jim Foerst
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Mountainside Council Reorg.

will remain as Code Review and Town
Property Committee chairman.

Newly minted councilmen Mr. Della
Fera and Mr. Loughlin will become
vice-chairmen of the Code Review and
Public Safety Committees, respectively.

Rounding out the Finance Commit-
tee, David Haas remains, and he is
joined by Ms. Neylan and Mr. Della
Fera, an attorney with an emphasis on
financial restructuring, who expressed
an interest in taking part in the Finance
Committee during the election season.

Robert Cockren returns as town at-
torney; Christine Nugent is back as
municipal prosecutor. Michael Panagos
continues as public defender, and Rick
Danser stays on as labor attorney.

Mr. Haas, as he has done in years
prior, voted against four resolutions –
to appoint the labor attorney, to ob-
tain the services of the labor attorney,
to obtain the services of the town
attorney and to appoint the auditor.

“I’m voting against the next four
resolutions, and I just wanted to make
it clear why,” Mr. Haas said. “It has no
reflection on the individuals involved.
I think we get tremendous service
from the town attorney, labor attor-
ney and auditor; they have done a
tremendous job...However, I have,
year in and year out, opposed ap-
pointments of anyone on a no-bid
contract. On that basis solely, I’ll be
voting against the resolutions.”

The council also voted to change
the meeting of January 19, a Tuesday,
to the following day, January 20. Janu-
ary 19 is Mr. Christie’s swearing-in
as governor, and some council mem-
bers will be in attendance.
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