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Roth, Greenway and Harris
To Benefit Contact We Care
WESTFIELD – The Coffee With

Conscience Concert Series continues
its 10th season by presenting three
artists – David Roth, Greg Greenway
and Reggie Harris – on a triple bill, on
Saturday, February 27. Doors will
open at 7:30 p.m., and the concert
begins at 8 p.m. Admission is $20
online and $24 at the door.

Due to scheduling conflicts, this
concert will take place at a special
location: the First Baptist Church of
Westfield (across from Bank of
America) at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield. This performance will ben-
efit Contact We Care, based in
Westfield. Advance purchase of tick-

ets is highly recommended by going
t o
rothgreenwayharris.eventbrite.com.

Messer’s Roth, Greenway and Har-
ris are three independently touring
artists who also happen to be close
friends. They come together on this
night as a special favor to Coffee
With Conscience and the evening’s
beneficiary, Contact We Care.

They will each play a 20-minute
solo set before intermission then share
the stage and swap songs in the sec-
ond half. To learn more, call (908)
412-9105 or send an e-mail to
ahrre@ahrre.com. Volunteers are al-
ways appreciated.

Roosevelt to Present
Once Upon a Mattress

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt Interme-
diate School in Westfield will present
Once Upon a Mattress, an American
classic that puts a modern twist on the
story of “The Princess and the Pea,” as
the annual spring musical.

Opening March 5, the show runs
through the weekend, with perfor-
mances Friday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday,
March 6, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday,
March 7, at 2 p.m. The school is located
at 301 Clark Street.

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Once
Upon a Mattress opened on Broadway
in 1959, launching the career of Carol
Burnett, who later starred in the movie
version as the queen. Sarah Jessica
Parker starred in the revival in 1996, a
production that won the Tony Award.
The Roosevelt performance promises
to capture all the laughter and cheer that
has made this show a perennial favor-
ite.

“I’m just thrilled with the talented
cast and crew,” said Director Annie
Brzozowski, who is also a teacher at
Jefferson School. “The performers have
been working so hard on song and
dance numbers that are sure to appeal to

all ages.”
Ms. Brzozowski is being assisted by

Nicole Amadeo as choreographer,
Roosevelt teachers Karen Romero and
Sabino Losco as musical directors, and
Jason Teague as technical director. Stage
managers are Roosevelt eighth graders
Sarah Davidson, Mara Friedman, Olivia
LeWarn and Ellie Shepherd, who over-
see a crew of more than 30 middle-
school students.

Enchanting and entertaining, Once
Upon a Mattress tells the story of Prin-
cess Winnifred, a hopeless tomboy, who
is played by Elena Arida. Winnifred
must prove to a suspicious queen, played
by Erica Ripperger, that she is indeed
worthy of marrying Prince Dauntless,
played by Blake Fallon.

More than 40 students comprise the
cast, performing a show that will have
the audience “stand right up and cheer.”

Rollicking songs, sidesplitting an-
tics and hilarious twists combine for a
family-friendly experience. Tickets are
$8 in advance or $10 at the door. To
purchase advance tickets, contact
dhirsch@corptalkonline.com or call
(908) 789-4560.

Westfield Symphony Makes
‘Tango Fantasy’ a Reality

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

RAHWAY —  On Saturday night, the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO)
came to Rahway to present a different
type of performance at the Union County
Performing Arts Center.  “Variations on
A Latin Beat” saw the orchestra per-
forming tango music with dancers
onstage to complement the music.

The evening began, perhaps in an
Olympic nod, with “The Star Spangled
Banner,” conducted by Westfield High
School senior Michael Rosin.  Despite,
or perhaps because of, his youth,
Michael conducted the orchestra with
tremendous energy and movement, even
jumping a few times to guide the musi-
cians.

Afterwards, the night began prop-
erly with Manuel De Falla’s “Three
Cornered Hat, Suite #2,” an appropri-
ate selection given the nature of the
evening.  The three-movement piece
began with “The Neighbors”; violins
led the orchestra in music that called to
mind a busy street in early Spain.

However, a darker undertone began
to build and swiftly took over. The most
impressive part of the piece was when
the orchestra used its strings to simulate
the strumming of a guitar.

The second movement, “The Miller’s
Dance,” was based on two concepts.
The first was to build a foot-stomping
melody, done through the dramatic
string and horn intro, as well as the
percussion’s furious pounding.  The

second was a slow and haunting piece
for the oboe.

The “Hat” ended with “The Dance,”
which began dramatically and tensely
but then shifted into an up-tempo sound.
The sweeping movements of the piece
made it easy for the audience to imag-
ine a dance on stage at that very move-
ment.

After the “Hat,” the evening’s main
focus – “Tango Fantasy” – began. The
orchestra was joined by bandoneonist
(the bandoneón is similar to a
concertina, an accordion-like instru-
ment) Hector del Curto and the fea-
tured dancers, including Carolina
Jaurena and Diego Blanco.

“La Comparsita” started in a minor
key and the bandoneón’s tones on the
edges.  The five dancers effortlessly
glided on the stage, almost ballet-like,
as the music began to slow then moved
to a more tango-like beat.  The dancer’s

adapted perfectly, changing their styles
for more close dances, as the tango
kicked in.

“Oblivion” began with a long
bandoneón intro, then the orchestra
moved in, often playing in short bursts
that the dancers emulated perfectly.  At
one point, a female dancer was even
“dragged” across the floor by her part-
ner.

“Lo Que Vendra” was a more playful
piece, with upbeat music, and featured
a “dance story” in which the male and
female dancer grappled over a hat as
they danced.  In contrast, “Adios
Nonino” was a more intense and dark
piece, beginning with a mournful vio-
lin.

The last piece of the fantasy, “La
Punalada,” began with the traditional
tango rhythm, which quickly slowed
down, the dancing becoming even more
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Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com

30 Years
Experience
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Mr. Reliable
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*ATLANTIC CITY
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*NEW YORK CITY
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Your Car – Our Driver

40% Lower than Sedan Services
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Serving Tri-County Area Since 1989
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Giordano & Daughter’s

18 years experience
local resident

Quality Work for a Reasonable Price

Kitchens
Windows
Tilework

Baths
Decks
Siding

732-815-1174
Ask for Mike

No Job
too small

Basements

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

Quality Work  

Custom Remodeling 
& Home Repair 

Reasonable Rates 

QQuality Work   
 

 
 
 Reasonable Rates 

Quality Work  

 
www.JoeGuarraci.com 

 

908-930-8059 

Reasonable Rates 

Quality Work  
Reasonable Rates 

  Custom Renovations

           Additions, Kitchens & Bathrooms

Glenn Airel Carpentry
25 years Experience

Major Credit Cards Accepted

Licensed & Insured

732-259-8776

The Debut album now 

available on iTunes. 

Go to 

www.officialcatalina.com 

for more info.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING TANGO FANTASY A REALITY...The passion and energy of Latin-based music were the foundation of last
Saturday’s Westfield Symphony Orchestra concert, “Variations on a Latin Beat,” performed at the Union County
Performing Arts Center in Rahway. The night featured tango masters Carolina Jaurena and Diego Blanco and their
company of dancers, who all took the stage for a multifaceted “Tango Fantasy.”


