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Devils Silence Cougars, 43-26;
Coach Marino Gets 100th Win

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SEAN TROTTER SCORES A CAREER-HIGH 22 POINTS

Indians Burn Cougars, 51-49,
In Union County Tournament

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford Cougar junior point guard
Sean Trotter scored a career-high 22
points, but his achievement was over-
shadowed in the final five seconds
when Kazim Smith snatched a Cou-
gar in-bound pass and rolled in the
lay-up to give the 11th-seeded
Rahway High School boys basket-
ball team a stinging, 51-49, victory in
the opening round of the Union
County Tournament at Roselle Catho-
lic High School on February 17.

Even more of a burn, the sixth-

seeded Cougars held a seemingly
comfortable, 42-31 lead with 4:12
remaining, but the 11-9 Indians’
hounding defense paid off and cre-
ated numerous steals, several leading
to lay-ups. The Indians’ chief thieves
were Giovanni Smith (11 points) and
Hakeem Kornegay, who finished with
20 points, which included two straight
steals converted to lay-ups and a free
throw that made the score, 44-42 with
23 seconds left.

Trotter scored nine points, includ-
ing two of his 3-pointers, in the first
quarter as the 12-7 Cougars sprinted

to an 18-9 lead. Trotter, who was 9-12
from the line, sank eight of them in
the second half.

The Cougars had a 20-11 lead early
in the second quarter then their shoot-
ing turned to ice, and the Indians ran
off five straight points until senior
Will Green, off a feed from Chris
Gross, made the score, 22-16. The
half ended with the Cougars in front,
24-18. Green finished with 11 points
– four of eight from the field and 5-
for-7 from the line – seven rebounds,
a steal and a block. Gross finished
with 11 points, including a 3-pointer,
a team-leading 13 rebounds (6 offen-
sive), five blocks, an assist and a
steal.

Kornegay sank the first two points
of the second half then Gross an-
swered with a lay-up. Kornegay
banged a 3-pointer. Trotter bucketed
five of seven free throws, but Giovanni
Smith hit a jumper, then added an-
other jumper with six seconds re-
maining in the quarter to narrow the
score to 31-29.

Early in the fourth quarter, Green
hit for two and senior Nick Pace (5
points, 2 rebounds, 3 assists, block,
steal) set up Trotter for his third 3-
pointer to make the score, 36-29. Af-
ter Kornegay made a steal and rolled
in a lay-up, Cougar senior guard
Kendall Grier (3 rebounds, 3 steals, 3
assists, block) fed Trotter for two.
Pace followed with a theft and passed
to Green, who rolled in a lay-up.
Next, Green was fouled and sank
both free throws to make the score,
42-31.

But the meltdown began as the
Indians howled with a 9-2 run before
Trotter sank a pair of free throws.
After the Indians scored two points,
Gross scored on a put back but
Rahway answered with two, making
the score 48-46 with 27 seconds left.
Trotter was fouled and made one of
his two free throws with 23 seconds
on the clock. Kazim Smith hit a 3-
pointer to tie the score then grabbed
the deflection that led to his game-
winning lay-up.

Cougar Greg Goode finished with
five rebounds, a steal and an assist.
Junior Joey Papandrea had a steal and
a rebound, and Bryan Fitzsimmons
added two rebounds and two assists.
Rahway   9   9 11 22 51
Cranford 18   6   7 18 49

your spot,” she said. “Everybody con-
tributed. Anne Knisely is back and
she got some good minutes. Also
Jamie Webb is one of their bigger
players, and knowing that she had
some foul trouble early worked to our
benefit. Cranford is always a good
team. Always a good rivalry!”

Senior guard Markowski, who had
four assists, and forward Charlotte
Lorentzen, who had three assists, each
had six points, four rebounds and an
assist. Danielle Miller (3 rebounds)
and Ponce (4 assists, rebound) cre-
ated havoc with four and three steals,
respectively, and Knisely (2 rebounds,

assist), recently back in the lineup,
solidified the Blue Devils’ defense.

Senior forward Danielle Gross led
the Cougars with nine points. She
also grabbed seven rebounds and had
a steal. Guard Jess McCoy (6 points,
steal, assist, block) pulled down 10
rebounds, and senior forward Taylor
D’Antico had four points, six re-
bounds and two assists. Sara
Gugliucci banged a 3-pointer. Webb
(4 rebounds, 2 steals) and Morgan
Miller (4 rebounds, 2 assists, block)
each had two points.
Westfield   5 12 10 16 43
Cranford   8   2   9   7 26

Cougar Englese Wins 400 Meters
At Group 2 Indoor Track Meet
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Cranford High School boys
and girls indoor track teams qualified
three individual boys and the boys
4x400-meter team for the NJSIAA
Group meet which was held in Toms
River this past weekend. The Cougar
girls qualified seven individuals and
the 4x400.

“It was our best indoor showing at
the Group meet since I’ve been at
Cranford,” Cougar Head Coach Pete
Kane said.

At the sectional meet, sophomore
Mike Zanfardino crossed sixth in the
1,600 meters with a time of 4:45.
Junior Mike Cassidy finished fourth
in the 3,200 at 10:22 and senior Jeff
Sun placed fourth in the 800 at 2:03.
Sophomore Chris Witwick, senior
Tyler Ainge, junior Dan Cleary and
Sun took fifth in the 4x400 at 3:43.

Junior Natalie Englese took top
honors in the 400 with a time of 57.49
and fifth in the 55-meter dash at 7.79.
Junior Bridget Miller took third in the
3,200 meters with a time of 11:44 and
sophomore Megan Byrnes placed fifth
at 11:51. Senior Kelly Burke took
third in the high jump with a height of
4’10” and third in the 55-hurdles at
8.86. Sophomore Gillian Burke
crossed sixth in the 400 at 64.0 and
the 4x400 team of Kelly Burke, sopho-
more Kate Evans, Gillian Burke and
Englese crossed first in 4:16.

According to coach Kane, “Natalie
was battling with a stomach virus all
week. She got it on Saturday at the
state sectionals and fought it off dur-
ing the meet. She couldn’t warm up
after the 400. She was turning green-
ish but would not scratch from any
event. She placed in the 55-dash and
then anchored the 4x400 team just so
they could advance. The great part
about our girls is how competitive
they are and how much they care

about one another.”
Kane continued, “The leadoff three

girls had to put Natalie in a position
so that she could hold on and advance
them to the top-6 to the Group 2
Meet. The leadoff three put the team
in second place and handed off to
Natalie right behind Rahway. Natalie
could have sat there behind Rahway
and cruised to second, but she is too
competitive. Rahway has beaten us
several times this year and she wasn’t
going to let it happen again. With 150
meters to go, she kicked it in to the
next gear to blow past Nichelle Harris
and secure a state sectional victory.
After crossing the finish line she col-
lapsed in tears and was holding her
stomach. It was an unbelievable mo-
ment to see her teammates pick her
up and carry her back to our team and
get her water. Our coaching staff was
so proud of all four girls and im-

pressed with Natalie’s toughness.”
More big news, however, occurred

at the Group 2 Meet when Englese
won the 400 in 59.28, after being out
of school three days with the stomach
virus. Kelly Burke placed third in the
55-hurdles and advanced to the Meet
of Champions.

Coach Kane also noted that Bridget
Miller has been tearing up the track in
workouts and meets this season.
Miller had a huge breakthrough last
spring when she placed in the
sectionals to help the Cougars win.
Her 3,200 performance was a pivotal
point in that meet. She is the girls’
distance leader and helps make ev-
eryone around her better.

“Coach Galen Johnson and Miller
have worked very well together, and
we are all excited for the entire dis-
tance team to give us great balance
this spring,” Coach Kane said.
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Cougar Snacks:
Cougar Icemen Edge
GL Highlanders, 2-1
The Cranford Cougar High School

icemen edged the Governor
Livingston Highlanders, 2-1,when
Billy Davitt took a pass from Gary
Merwede and flicked in a goal in
overtime in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Cup tournament at
Warinanco Rink in Roselle on Febru-
ary 22.

The 11-9-4 Highlanders took a 1-0
lead when Nick Sousa netted a goal in
the first period. Eric Pawlick came
right back with a goal to knot the
score for the 12-9-2 Cougars.
Cranford goalie Mike Williams made
33 saves.
Gov. Livingston 1 0 0 0 1
Cranford 1 0 0 1 2

Highlander Boys Edge
Cougar Cagers, 40-38
The Governor Livingston High

School boys basketball team came
from behind in the fourth quarter to
defeat the Cranford Cougars, 40-38,
in Berkeley Heights on February 19.
Logan Kelley sank nine of his 13
points in the final quarter for the 12-
8 Highlanders.

Cougar senior center Will Green
was unable to play due to a sprained
ankle suffered in the Union County
game against Rahway. Sophomore
Chris Gross led the 12-8 Cougars
with 15 points, hitting 6-for16 from
the field and 3-for4 from the line. He
also had three rebounds and a steal.
Junior Sean Trotter, who nailed three
3-pointers, finished with 12 points,
four rebounds (3 offensive), two as-
sists and a career-high three blocks.

Senior guard Kendall Grier buck-
eted eight points, 3-for-7 from the
field, including a 3-pointer, and 1-
for-3 from the line. He also had two
rebounds, an assist and a steal. Senior
Nick Pace had two points, three re-
bounds and four assists. Bryan
Fitzsimmons pulled a career-high, five
rebounds (1 offensive) and added two
steals and a block.
Cranford 10   7 11 10 38
Gov. Livingston   4   9 10 17 40

Lady Cougars Derail
Royals in UCT, 57-44
The fourth-seeded Cranford Cou-

gar girls basketball team got off to a
great start and cruised to a 57-44
victory over the fifth-seeded Oak
Knoll Royals in the quarterfinals of
the Union County Tournament in
Rahway on February 18.

Sophomore Morgan Miller, who
sank four 3-pointers, led the 16-6
Cougars with 14 points. Senior Jamie
Webb hit a 3-pointer and finished
with 11 points, while senior Taylor
D’Antico buried a 3-pointer and fin-
ished with 10 points. Jess McCoy
bagged a 3-pointer and finished with
nine points, Danielle Gross had eight
points, Jenna Goeller had three points
and Katie McGovern had two.

The Cougars were to face top-
seeded Roselle Catholic in the semi-
finals on February 23.
Oak Knoll   6 10 11 17 44
Cranford 17 15 12 13 57

Probitas Verus Honos

An Experienced Family Law Firm
Specializing In

Divorce · Alimony · Custody / Parenting Time

Child Support · Domestic Violence

Civil Union / Domestic Partnership Dissolution

Prenuptial Agreements · Adoptions

DYFS Litigation · Wills, Estates & Trusts

Residential Real Estate Closings

All major credit cards accepted
226 St. Paul Street, Westfield

Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq.

Lisa M. Black, Esq.

Jeanette E. Backmann, Esq.

DULINSKI
BLACK&

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 908-233-7400
www.dulinskiandblack.com

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

PRECIOUS CARGO - HUGE SALE

up to 50% OFF, Raffles, Trunk Shows & more!

SHELLY BELLY MATERNITY

Great Clothing Sale 40 - 60% OFF, plus Giveaways!

BELLINI FURNITURE

Coupons for 25% off  Bellini Brand Furniture!

BABY LAYETTE EVENT!

Now is the time to plan for your “precious cargo” on the way!

Where:

2 W. Northfield Rd. • Livingston, NJ

Don’t Miss Out! Call for details  973-994-4040

One Week Event

When: Wed., February 24 thru
Wed., March 3 (9:30 - 5:30), Closed Sun.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANEUVERING AROUND THE COUGAR DEFENDER…Blue Devil forward
Diana Venezia, No. 15, maneuvers around Cougar Katie McGovern in Cranford.
Venezia had a career-high 31 points and 17 rebounds.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATTEMPTING TO DRIBBLE AROUND AN INDIAN…Cougar Greg Goode, left, attempts to slip past an Indian defender
in the Union County Tournament game with Rahway at Roselle Catholic on February 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR AN OPEN TEAMMATE…Cougar senior guard Kendall Grier,
No. 24, looks for an opening in the Union County Tournament game against
Rahway. Rahway bucketed five points in the final 20 seconds to win, 51-49


