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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

GROSS NETS 9 POINTS, 7 BOARDS; McCOY 10 REBOUNDS

Devils Silence Cougars, 43-26;
Coach Marino Gets 100th Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Milestones marked the Westfield
High School girls stunning, 43-26,
victory over the Cranford Cougars on
February 16 in Cranford. First, senior
forward Diana Venezia scored a ca-
reer-high 31 points, which led to the
second milestone of coach Joe Marino
receiving his 100th victory as Blue
Devil head coach.

However Venezia was not finished.
With 17 rebounds, she also tied her
career high, while adding two blocks
and two steals. Her offensive produc-
tion consisted of three 3-pointers,
eight buckets from 2-point range and
six of seven free throws.

“We knew coming in that it would
be coach’s 100th win. We all wanted
to come out and play hard. We came
out with a shaky start, but after we
settled down, I thought we played
good team basketball,” Venezia said.

“She is a very good player,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Jackie Huber said. “I
have seen her play since she was a
freshman, and I knew she was going
to be good. It just shows how she has
blossomed as a player.”

“Thirty-one points! She went
crazy,” coach Marino said. “The girls
were ready to play today. We lost to
them the last time, and we played
well. We started off a little flat, but
then as the time went on, we made
things happen. They (Cranford) are a
well-coached team.”

The 15-6 Cougars had beaten the
Blue Devils, 48-40, on January 12. At
the time, the Blue Devils were strug-
gling with a 2-6 record. Since then,
the Blue Devils have reeled off 10
victories in 11 games. Their only loss

was to the Summit Hilltoppers, who
stung them at the buzzer to win, 44-
42. Interestingly, the Blue Devils’
next game would be in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) on Feb-
ruary 18, so their hot streak has come
at the right time.

“Exactly! We lost at the buzzer. It
hit us hard. Now, we are ready to play
them,” Venezia said. “We just want to
keep it going. Union County Tourna-
ment! That’s what we have always
been looking forward to, and I feel
confident that our team can do it.”

Foul trouble early on, especially to
senior guard Jamie Webb, spelled the
Cougars’ demise. The Cougars did
win the first quarter, 8-5, but the Blue
Devils began driving to the basket in
the second quarter and successfully
drew fouls, which included a techni-
cal foul. Six of the Blue Devils’ 12
points in the quarter came via free
throws.

“That’s what we started to do. We
were playing on the perimeter in the
beginning then what we just started
to do was drive to create it, because
we knew that they were not going to
be able to stay with Katie (Ponce) and
Amanda (Markowski),” coach Marino
explained.

“I would have to say [it was] be-
cause we were tired. Yesterday, we
were down by 10. We came back and
ended up winning by seven. We gave
all of our energy out on that,” coach
Huber said.

Just the day before in the UCT
opening round, the Blue Devils had
defeated Governor Livingston, 49-

41, in a 6 p.m. game and the Cougars
defeated Union, 50-43, in a later game.
Coach Huber felt that those games
and the fact that Cranford had school
on the day of their game with Westfield
could have been a contributing factor.

“They didn’t have school today, so
they got to rest all day. They played at
6:00 yesterday, got home a little early,
so they had fresh legs. Our girls were
going all day long, so that was a
disadvantage to us,” she said.

Venezia stepped up her offense even
more in the second half by scoring
eight points in the third quarter and
another 12 in the fourth, but her posi-
tioning under the boards for rebounds
was nearly perfect throughout.

“A lot of it has to do with finding

BRADY, CAMPO, DiGIOVANNI, MARKOVITCH, GIACCO CAPTURE TITLES

Cranford Cougars Send 8 to Region 3,
Place 2nd in District 11 Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excitement and plenty of very tight
bouts saturated the semifinal and
championship rounds of the District
11 Wrestling Tournament in Westfield
on February 20. In the end, top-10
ranked David Brearley (Bears) won
the team title with a total of 211.5 and
claimed six individual titles, includ-
ing the Outstanding Wrestler Award
(Dan Ries – 140 lbs).

The Cranford (C) Cougars placed
second with 156 points and claimed
five champions. Rahway (R) placed
third at 108, Linden (L) was fourth at
92, Westfield was fifth at 77, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood took sixth at 65.5,
followed by Elizabeth (E) at 46, New-
ark Central at 12 and Union Catholic
at four points.

Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis drew
the top seed at 103 lbs and pinned
Raider Lucas Cimafonte with a double
arm bar in 55 seconds to advance to
the finals to face Josh Sheehy (L).

“I have seen him wrestle before. I
saw that his takedown is good, but I
am going to wrestle my match and
keep my defense going,” Kalimtzis
said.

Kalimtzis went to work immedi-
ately on Sheehy with a takedown
before pinning him with a half nelson
in 1:51 to claim the title.

“I saw an opening on a single, so I
took it. I kept the pressure on him and
made sure I wrestled my match,”
Kalimtzis said.

Previously, Cimafonte scored a
takedown in overtime to grab a 2-0
decision over Keith McCarthy (R).

Cougar Joe Giaccio used a series of
pipe wrench and two-on-one tilts to
claim a 16-0, 3:12, technical fall in
his opening 112-lb bout. Next, he
pinned Dan Tibere (L) with a figure
four of the head in 1:42.

“I took him down right away,”
Giaccio said. “He seemed easy to bar,
and I figure-foured that [head] and
got the quick pin. I am ready for the
finals. I’m ready to win.”

Giaccio was to face Bear Anthony
Madonia, whom he pinned in 38 sec-
onds for the county title.

“A lot of people may have thought

it was a fluke, but I am looking to do
the same thing this time. I think I
will,” Giaccio said.

This time, Giaccio punished
Madonia to record a 16-1, 5:59, tech-
nical fall for his third District 11 title.

Top-seeded Raider Tristan Bundy
received a bye at 125 lbs, before re-
cording a 16-1, 5:41, tech fall over
Ralph Stadtler (E) in the semis. On
the other side of the 125-lb bracket,
Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky recorded a
pair of takedowns and a reversal be-
fore pinning Quinton Anderson (R)
in 3:08 with a smothering half nelson.
In the semis, Skibitsky scored a re-
versal and punished Cougar Brian
Buontempo with some strong top
control to grab a 2-1 win and advance
to the finals to face Bundy.

“I knew he was a strong kid. I
would go to that half [nelson], but I
couldn’t turn him. Second period, I
got a reversal. Third period, my con-
ditioning is really what helped me
win that match. We condition harder
than any other team, and that paid off.
I rode him the entire third period
pretty much,” Skibitsky said.

“Troy was aggressive on top. I think
that’s where he won the match. He
wore the kid down,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “I thought
Troy wrestled a good match and he is
in good shape for the finals. I hope he
opens up a little bit more on his feet.”

Looking toward his bout with
Bundy, Skibitsky said, “He’s a good
wrestler. I’m just going to go out
there and work what I practice every
day. Hopefully, it will all go well for
me.”

Bundy and Skibitsky had a tight
championship bout. Bundy recorded
a double-leg trip takedown and an
escape to grab a 3-1 victory.

“At this point in the season, I want
to be wrestling my best. The whole

point of the wrestling season is to get
ready for this weekend, the individual
weekends,” Bundy said. “Basically,
everybody comes to this with a zero-
zero record. The most important thing
is to win here to get to the states. I’m
going to go out there, stick to my
game plan, work my takedowns and
do what I do best to come out with a
win.”

Cougar Kyle Markovitch (130 lbs)
pinned Blue Devil Keith Peterson in
1:20 with a half nelson and arm clamp,
then he decisioned Raider Sean Can-
non, 4-0, to advance to the title bout
with Bear Allen Phillips. Markovitch
came on strong with a step-over
takedown to a two-point nearfall, but
as the bout wore on, a series of warn-
ings that resulted in penalty points for
Phillips created much confusion. The
scoreboard showed Markovitch win-
ning 4-3, but after a long discussion,
it was ruled a 4-4 tie, sending the bout
to overtime where he took care of
business with a takedown.

“I thought I won, and I was having
a cup of water and wasn’t thinking
about it. I gave up some pretty stupid
points,” said Markovitch, who
claimed his third district title. “When
they told me, I had to keep my head
straight. I had to go out there and
wrestle tough again, get that takedown
and win the match.”

Seeded second at 135 lbs, Cougar
Matt DiGiovanni used a figure-four
of the head and an arm bar to subdue
Raider Jawan Gaines in 1:31. Next,
he pinned Dan Walsh (R) in 1:11. In
the championship bout, DiGiovanni
kept right after Bear Nick Lospinoso,
scored an escape and a takedown to
claim a 3-0 victory.

“The past two years, I lost in the
finals, and there was nothing about
that that I wanted to do again. I just

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos

This Is Westfield 201038th Annual Edition
Coming in May – Make your advertising reservations now – (908) 232-4407 – sales@goleader.com – Details are online at www.goleader.com/tiw

A must for businesses and organizations in the region.

Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000

www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident
Victims Everyday

recognized as a “Super Lawyer”
in the field of Personal Injury Law

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

New Patients Welcome

www.kidsandsmiles.com

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield, NJ
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Get In Tip-Top Shape with BootCampWF;

Free Trial Classes Set March 3 and 4
WESTFIELD  – BootCampWF is the

premiere, healthy-living outdoor
fitness training program right here in
Westfield! Regardless of age, size,
gender or fitness level, if you’re in or
around Westfield and looking to get in
shape, drop those pounds, build that
muscle and have fun while doing it, it’s
time to enlist in BootCampWF! The
next session will run March 8 through
April 26. Join us March 3 and 4 at 9:15
a.m. in Tamaques Park for a free trial
class.
BootCampWF is a specially designed

fitness program held for one hour, three
days a week for six weeks. Certified
Personal Trainers, Kathy Robb and
Christine Taglieri, develop and lead all
workouts, which are held Monday,

Wednesday and Friday mornings at 6
and 9:15 a.m. in Tamaques Park. Ms.
Taglieri is now introducing a beginner
program, BootCampWF Lite, which will
meet twice a week over the six weeks,
Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 9:15 a.m.
BootCampWF starts off with an

assessment of all recruits. On the first
(and last!) day we see how many sit-ups
and push-ups you can do, and how long
it takes for you to walk/run a half-mile.
These measurements allow participants
and instructors to measure progress over
the course of the session.
To enlist in BootCampWF or for more

information, please visit our website at
www.BootCampWF.com.
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The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance
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NEIL SULLIVAN
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REACHING FOR THE SECOND LEG…Cougar Kyle Markovitch attempts to get a takedown near the edge of the circle
in his 130-lb championship bout with Brearley’s Allen Phillips. Markovitch recorded a takedown in overtime to win, 6-4,
and to claim his third District 11 crown.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JOSTLING FOR CONTROL OF THE BALL…Cougar guard Jess McCoy, right, and Blue Devil guard Amanda
Markowski struggle for control of the basketball during the game with Westfield in Cranford on February 16. The Lady
Blue Devils avenged an earlier, 46-40 loss to the Cougars by winning, 43-26.


