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Devils Silence Cougars; Marino Gets 100th Win
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

right time.
“Exactly! We lost at the buzzer. It

hit us hard. Now, we are ready to play
them,” Venezia said. “We just want to
keep it going. Union County Tourna-
ment! That’s what we have always
been looking forward to, and I feel
confident that our team can do it.”

Foul trouble early on, especially to
senior guard Jamie Webb, spelled the
Cougars’ demise. The Cougars did
win the first quarter, 8-5, but the Blue

Devils began driving to the basket in
the second quarter and successfully
drew fouls, which included a techni-
cal foul. Six of the Blue Devils’ 12
points in the quarter came via free
throws.

“That’s what we started to do. We
were playing on the perimeter in the
beginning then what we just started
to do was drive to create it, because
we knew that they were not going to
be able to stay with Katie (Ponce) and
Amanda (Markowski),” coach Marino
explained.

“I would have to say [it was] be-
cause we were tired. Yesterday, we
were down by 10. We came back and
ended up winning by seven. We gave
all of our energy out on that,” coach
Huber said.

Just the day before in the UCT
opening round, the Blue Devils had
defeated Governor Livingston, 49-
41, in a 6 p.m. game and the Cougars
defeated Union, 50-43, in a later game.
Coach Huber felt that those games
and the fact that Cranford had school
on the day of their game with Westfield
could have been a contributing factor.

“They didn’t have school today, so
they got to rest all day. They played at
6:00 yesterday, got home a little early,
so they had fresh legs. Our girls were
going all day long, so that was a
disadvantage to us,” she said.

Venezia stepped up her offense even
more in the second half by scoring 8

points in the third quarter and another
12 in the fourth, but her positioning
under the boards for rebounds was
nearly perfect throughout.

“A lot of it has to do with finding
your spot,” she said. “Everybody con-
tributed. Anne Knisely is back and
she got some good minutes. Also
Jamie Webb is one of their bigger
players, and knowing that she had
some foul trouble early worked to our
benefit. Cranford is always a good
team. Always a good rivalry!”

Senior guard Markowski, who had
four assists, and forward Charlotte
Lorentzen, who had three assists, each
had 6 points, four rebounds and an
assist. Danielle Miller (3 rebounds)
and Ponce (4 assists, rebound) cre-
ated havoc with four and three steals,
respectively, and Knisely (2 rebounds,
assist), recently back in the lineup,
solidified the Blue Devils’ defense.

Senior forward Danielle Gross led
the Cougars with 9 points. She also
grabbed seven rebounds and had a
steal. Guard Jess McCoy (6 points,
steal, assist, block) pulled down 10
rebounds, and senior forward Taylor
D’Antico had 4 points, six rebounds
and two assists. Sara Gugliucci
banged a 3-pointer. Webb (4 rebounds,
2 steals) and Morgan Miller (4 re-
bounds, 2 assists, block) each had 2
points.
Westfield   5 12 10 16 43
Cranford   8   2   9   7 26

ROGERS NETS 13, SABATINO HITS 9, GRABS 10 BOARDS

Farmers Harvest, 44-37, Win
Over Blue Devil Boys in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Near perfection was needed to up-
set the fourth-seeded Union High
School boys’ basketball team, but the
fifth-seeded Blue Devils of Westfield
became victims of a defensive scheme
resulting in a 44-37 loss in the
quarterfinal round of the Union
County Tournament at Roselle Catho-
lic High School on February 20.

Chidoziem Ikwuegbu had a strong
evening on both sides of the court,
putting in a season-high 13 points,
while Jon Merceus added eight points,
five assists and 11 rebounds. Westfield
senior point guard Jaraad Rogers, who

came on strong in the second and
third quarter, led the team with 13
points, including two 3-pointers, and
finished five-of-six from the foul line
and made two steals. Senior center
Pat Sabatino, despite being doubled
and tripled down throughout the game,
distributed the ball well with seven
assists, while scoring 9 points and
pulling down 10 rebounds. Junior
forward Ryan Hess bucketed 7 points,
including five free throws. Senior
guard Max Fusaro and Joe Kasmarsky
each hit a bucket from downtown and
Mark Androconis sank the other 2
points.

“Union is very well coached defen-
sively and did a good job. They’re
aggressive and they can play a good
on-the-ball defense. I think the dif-
ference in the game was their ability
to turn us over in the third quarter and

a little bit in the fourth to kind of get
a little distance. Overall, we played a
very solid defense tonight by holding
them to 44. At the end of the game,
we were kind of scrambling around.
Offensively, we needed to make more
shots and get a couple of more shot
opportunities,” said Westfield Head
Coach Kevin Everly.

In the first quarter, the 9-11 Blue
Devils came out on an icy slide as the
Farmers jumped out to a 10-5 lead.
Sabatino hit a bucket, followed with
a free throw and Hess rolled in his
jumper inside the paint. Kamarsky,
summoned off the bench, hit his 3-
pointer from the right side perimeter

that cut the margin to two points, but
Merceus’ easy lay-up underneath
gave the Farmers a 12-8 lead.

Turnovers and missed shots
plagued the Blue Devils in the sec-
ond quarter, while the Farmers shared
the wealth among three players to
grab a 22-17 lead at the half. Rogers
scored 5 points, Androconis hit a 2-
pointer and Hess sank two from the
stripe.

The Blue Devils held their own for
most of the third quarter with suc-
cessful inside and outside passing
and won the quarter, 10-9. Rogers
banged two 3-pointers and Sabatino
forced in two baskets.

Early in the fourth quarter, the Blue
Devils closed to within 31-29 on a
pair of free throws by Hess. Later, the
tide changed, however, as the Blue
Devils hands appeared to turn to stone,

as the Farmers kept it together enough
to up its lead to 36-29 highlighted by
Chris Foreman’s 3-pointer and a
jumper by Mitchum. Union went on
to win the quarter, 13-10.

“We held them to 44, which was
our goal, but offensively we
struggled. We could not keep up with
them. They had that run where we
just could not buy a basket and they
kept running on us and we could not
slow them down. Offensive re-
bounds, that was another thing; that
gives us second opportunities, but
we came up short. Personally, I at-
tacked the basket well, wanting to
get to the line and put them in foul
trouble,” said Rogers.
Westfield   8   9 10 10 37
Union 12 10   9 13 44

Plainfield Cagers Beat
Raiders in UCT, 67-28
Junior Tyrone Johnson bucketed

18 points, including a vicious, rim-
dangling slam dunk in the second
quarter, to lead the 19-2 Plainfield
High School boys basketball team to
a 67-28 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in the opening round of the
Union County Tournament in Rahway
on February 17.

Chuck Oliver led the 6-15 Raiders
with 10 points. Doran Nelson had 7
points, Matt Jegede had 6 points and
Denzel Clark had 3 points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   7   6   7   8 28
Plainfield 13 21 20 13 67

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MANEUVERING AROUND THE COUGAR DEFENDER…Blue Devil forward Diana Venezia, No. 15, maneuvers around
Cougar Katie McGovern in Cranford. Venezia had a career-high 31 points and 17 rebounds.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUARDING A FARMER…Blue Devil Jaraad Rogers, No.3, defends the basket.
Rogers also bucketed 13 points, including a pair of 3-pointers, and added two
steals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FLYING PAST A CARDINAL…Raider Doran Nelson, No. 12, drives past a
Plainfield Cardinal in the Union County Tournament game in Rahway on
February 17. The Cardinals won, 67-28.
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ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

Westfield. New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Many options available. Very
deep properties that are close to Franklin School and Center of Town. Work with builder
and customize plans to create your perfect home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center
Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood floors throughout, custom millwork, & spa like
retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom, central vac, & stereo system are just a few of the
many appointments included in this gem.

OPEN HOUSE SUN FEB 28TH  12 - 4 PM

Cranford. Impeccably renovated Colonial offers cherry kitchen with granite and stainless
steel. Dining Room with boxed beam ceiling and French doors to trex deck and living room
with fireplace. Updated windows, new master bath, siding, roof, elec, plumbing and more.
Set on a tranquil tree lined street just moments from picturesque downtown Cranford, great
shops and NY transportation. Join us for a tour of this terrific home. Directions: Centennial
to Lincoln to Mansion #28.

Mountainside. This 4 BR 3.1 Bath home offers a open spacious floor plan. The
renovated EIK is detailed with granite countertops, high end appliances & a granite
topped breakfast bar. Marble floors & custom tile work enhance the renov baths. Ground
floor has a MBR Suite & home office has sliding doors to the patio & IG pool. Two FRs-
1st floor & ground level- offer plenty of room for entertaining. Upgrades include high
quality replacement windows, newer furnace and central air. Directions: New Providence,
Deer Path, Fox Trail, Grouse, Hawk Ridge, Ravens Wood #279.

OPEN HOUSE SUN FEB 28TH  12 - 4 PM

Scotch Plains. 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Bi-Level with beautiful hardwood floors under
carpet on 1st level. Wood burning fireplace in Living Room, newer GE Profile appliances,
large deck off Eat-In-Kitchen, large rooms, walk out to patio from lower level Family
Room, Central Air Conditioning, built-in 2 car over-sized garage. Directions: Westfield
Road to Old Farm Road #2242.

OPEN HOUSE SUN FEB 28TH  12 - 4 PM SPLIT LEVEL

Scotch Plains. Completely redone spacious 4 Bedroom, 3 Bath Split on a quiet cul de
sac. New Eat-In-Kitchen with hardwood floors, Granite counter tops, Formal Dining
Room with sliders to deck, huge Living Room, Family Room, new Central Air Conditioning
and roof. Lawn sprinkler system, 1 car built-in garage with a loft for storage.

OPEN HOUSE SUN FEB 28TH  12 - 4 PM

Scotch Plains. California Contemporary on 3/4 acres of private hilltop property. Open
floor plan, 3 spacious Bedrooms, entertainment sized Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining
Room, bright and airy Living Room, Family Room with wood burning fireplace, full
finished basement, hardwood floors, enclosed porch, large deck, and 2 car oversized built-
in garage. Could easily be converted back to 4 Bedrooms. Home Warranty. Directions:
Rahway to Swans Mill to Short Hills La. to Right on Woodland #1231.


