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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It was called the “Battle of Trinity
Place,” which was pretty close to accu-
rate.

We’re talking about the short-lived
Westfield High School (WHS) vs. Holy
Trinity basketball rivalry. It only lasted
nine seasons, but it was every bit as
intense as WHS’s games with Scotch
Plains and Cranford. It was, after all,
for town bragging rights.

Most of the nine games were played
before standing-room-only crowds at
WHS on cold January Saturday nights
back in the 1950s and ’60s.

Holy Trinity was a legitimate paro-
chial school, as opposed to the AAU/
Travel/All-Star teams that have arisen
across New Jersey over the past two
decades, cleverly disguised as Catholic
and Jesuit schools of higher learning.
Most, if not all, of those attending Holy
Trinity were really and truly student-
athletes. They were there for the Catho-
lic education, and had been attending
Catholic schools most of their lives.

But Holy Trinity most definitely was
also a good athletic school, producing
championship teams in football, bas-
ketball and baseball over the years.
There were also some outstanding ath-
letes – Jack Gillespie, a star for the
amateur Westfield Hawks (1938-43,
1949-55) and 1,000-point scorer Joe
Cullinan come to mind. And more than
a few of WHS’s best athletes in the
’60s and ’70s were products of Trinity’s
grammar schooling, like Bobby Flynn,
Fred Byrne, Don Knobloch, Tim Goski,
Mark Jackson, Bob and John Davis,
Dave Yatcilla, Matt McDonough and
Billy Kane, to name a few.

But back to the hoops rivalry. Here
are the scores and highlights of WHS
vs. Holy Trinity boys games:

1955, WHS 63, Holy Trinity 50: In
the first game ever at Trinity’s new
gymnasium, WHS ran its win streak to
10 games. Don Feeley led the winners
with 19 points, but game honors went
to Trinity’s Jimmy Whalen with 20
points, including a dozen from the foul
line. The Westfield Leader reported:
“This game was the start of what could
develop into an interesting inter-city
rivalry.”

1956, WHS 75, Holy Trinity 73: The
rivalry got a little chippy, as this game
saw both teams make more foul shots

‘Battle of Trinity Place’
A Short-Lived Classic

than baskets. Ferdy Shoemaker, Roger
Love and Neil Paxson all fouled out
for WHS, which got 29 points from
Mac Quigley (13 of 14 free throws).
Fred Walz topped Trinity with 35
points.

1957, WHS 70, Holy Trinity 56:
Jody Freeman had 17 points, Spencer
Thompson 16 and Mac Quigley 15 in
a balanced WHS attack. Roger Love
fouled out for the second straight year,
his fifth coming on a “double foul”
with Trinity’s Bob Feeley. Dave Ryan
led Trinity with 18 points, Fran
Cagnassola added 12 and Feeley 11.

1958, WHS 65, Holy Trinity 41:
WHS jumped out to a 20-5 first-period
lead and built it to 37-10 at halftime.
John Guthrie had 12 and Larry Ritchie
11 for WHS. Jim Devine and Nick
Delmonaco led Trinity with 13 and 12,
respectively.

1959, WHS 68, Holy Trinity 49:
Before a packed home gym on a Satur-
day night, WHS improved to 11-1.
Tom Gilson topped the Devils with 18
points, while Wayne Walz led Trinity
with 14.

1960, WHS 54, Holy Trinity 35: Play-
ing in front of another standing-room-
only Saturday night crowd at WHS,
coach Mickey Hamon’s Braves threw a
full-court press at the Devils and made
it a game for a half (WHS led 23-21).
Charlie Hoppin had 15 for the winners,
while Bob Aschenbrenner topped Trin-
ity with 11.

1961, Holy Trinity 45, WHS 38:
One game after losing to Roselle Park
in overtime, as future NBA star Rick
Barry pumped in 53 points, WHS lost
to Trinity for the first time, before
another Saturday night jammed gym.
With the game tied at 33, Trinity scored
10 straight – a layup by Paul Foley, two
jumpers by Tom Devitt and four free
throws by Bill Brennan. Pete Tinnesz
(who lived across the street from me
on Embree Crescent) led the winners
with 12 points, while Bill Clancy had
15 for WHS.

The series was discontinued after
the 1961 season, but picked up again
during the 1968-69 season.

1969, WHS 61, Holy Trinity 47:
Tom Scott had 20 points and helped
control the boards for the Blue Devils.
Mike Spirko netted 19 for Trinity,

which brought a four-game winning
streak into the December 27, 1968,
contest.

1970, Holy Trinity 77, WHS 67: Joe
Cullinan scored 32 for the Blue Braves,
including 21 in the opening half. WHS
got within one in the second half, but a
three-point play by John Goski and a
jumper by Mike Spirko put Trinity back
in control. Jim Dello-Russo had 15 and
Dave Lindley 11 for the Blue Devils.

There was also a short series be-
tween the WHS and Holy Trinity girls
teams. WHS’s girls team had gained
national fame and recognition back in
the mid-1920s, but the sport was
dropped in 1926 and was not restarted
until 1973.

Here are the WHS vs. Holy Trinity
girls scores and highlights:

1973, WHS 62, Holy Trinity 36:
Debbie Lawyer scored a school-record
17 points, and sophomore sensation
Julie DeCosta added 11 for the Devils.

1974, WHS 45, Holy Trinity 26: The
Devils improved to 3-3, as Barb Owston
led a balanced attack with 9 points,
with Donna Schadle, Eileen Jackson
and Debbie Lawyer each adding 8.

(Lawyer scored a school-record 37
against Roselle Park in 1974, which
still stands as the “modern” mark. Ruth
Miller netted 57 against Glen Ridge
back in 1923, when there were center
jumps after each basket.)

1975, WHS 66, Holy Trinity 51:
Westfield resident Debbie Townsend,
who attended public school through jun-
ior high school, scored 25 for Trinity, but
it wasn’t enough. Eileen Jackson had 16
and Sue Early had 12 for WHS.

1976, WHS 33, Holy Trinity 25: Sue
Early scored 12 points in a game that
Leader reporter Joe Della Badia called
a “sluggish, sub-par performance
against the down-the-street rivals.”

After that, the short-lived “Battle of
Trinity Place” was over. Holy Trinity
High School, which opened in 1922,
closed in June 1976. (The last senior
class president was Kevin Marino, cur-
rently the lead attorney for St. Patrick
basketball coach Kevin Boyle in his
court case with the NJSIAA about out-
of-season practices.) The former high
school is now Holy Trinity
Interparochial School, for grades 1
through 8. The 60-year-old former
grammar school across the street was
sold and became the “Trinity Gardens”
condominiums.

DEN JEOPARDY ANSWER
Al Leonzi

WRESTLING UPDATE
Congrats to sophomore Mike

Kalimtzis, who followed up his Union
County Tournament title by winning
the District 11, 103-lb championship
last Saturday. Also reaching the finals
was sophomore Troy Skibitsky (125)
and junior Christian Barber (140).
Skibitsky dropped a 3-1 decision to
Tristan Bundy, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s 100-plus-match winner.
Barber, seeking his third district title,
lost for the third time this winter to
Brearley’s Danny Ries, whose last-
second takedown earned him a 4-3
victory and MOW of the tournament.

WHS finished fifth in the team scor-
ing.

BASKETBALL UPDATE
Congrats to girls basketball coach

Joe Marino, who picked up his 100th
victory last week in a 43-26 rout of 15-
6 Cranford. Senior Diana Venezia had
career highs with 31 points and 17
rebounds.

Marino, the girls head coach since
2000, has been coaching football, bas-
ketball and baseball in Westfield on
every level from freshman to varsity
since the 1986-87 season.

The seventh-seeded girls also
knocked off second-seeded Summit,
47-45, in the quarterfinals of the county
tournament on a last-second basket by
Charlotte Lorentzen. They played
third-seeded Roselle in the semifinals
on Tuesday.

The boys team, which will play at
Bayonne in its first-round state tourney
game on March 2, won its county tour-
nament opener, 54-46, over the 14-6
Dayton Bulldogs. Hugo Nolasco
erupted for a timely and career-best 21
points, as WHS had to overcome foul
problems that limited Pat Sabatino to
just two points. The Devils lost to fourth-
seeded Union, 44-37, on Saturday night.

Faithful Reader Ed Thorne noted a
mistake in last week’s Den, where we
listed the 1959 basketball team’s 24
wins as still the school record. Actu-
ally, the 1972 state Group 4 champion
team’s final record was 25-2. The five
winningest seasons are: 25-2 in 1972,
24-2 in 1973, 24-3 in 1959, 23-3 in
1962, 21-3 in 1963.

SWIMMING UPDATE
In the North 2 Public A showdowns

against Bridgewater-Raritan last Thurs-
day at the Raritan Bay YMCA, the WHS
girls romped and advanced to Tuesday’s
state semifinal against Ridgewood, while
the boys came up just short, ending their
quest for what would have been a record
23rd state title.

PICTURES SOUGHT
The Jackson family is looking for

old pictures of the late Paul Jackson
(WHS, ’79). If anyone has any old
little league, Edison Junior High School
or WHS team photos or game movies,
or any shots of Paul while he was
coaching the PAL football team, con-
tact Mary Jackson at mljak@aol.com.

DEN JEOPARDY QUESTION
Who coached the 1969 WHS wres-

tling team, along with former WHS
swim coach Joe Kursar, while Gary
Kehler was sidelined by hepatitis? The
team, captained by Bill Kenny, went 9-
3 and captured the District 12 title.

DEVILS OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub

from Westfield Subs (261 South Av-
enue East) are Bob McKeon and Dave
Fishman. The seniors captured the high
jump (5-10) and pole vault (12-6) to
help WHS to a second-place finish at
the North 2 Group 4 indoor track meet.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

SEBOLAO NETS 11, OLIVER SINKS 10

Lady Warriors Frustrate
Raider Hoopsters, 54-32

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

John Lennon’s song “Just Like
Starting Over” had a familiar tone in
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls basketball team’s, 54-
32, loss to Watchung Hills in Scotch
Plains on February 18.

At the beginning of the season, first-
year Raider Head Coach Jen Ryan
inherited a team that had no returning
starters and only two with varsity ex-
perience, juniors Aysia Peterson and
Evie Klotz. Peterson, a forward, went
down with an injury early in the sea-
son then recently Klotz, the point
guard, got sidelined, forcing coach
Ryan to reorganize her team.

“We are trying to keep the frustra-
tion level down. When your point
guard goes down, things happen dif-
ferently on the court, so kids have to
step up, play different roles and feel a
little uncomfortable,” coach Ryan
said. “That’s just the way it goes.
That’s the way the season has been
going. I keep telling them what doesn’t
kill us will make us stronger down the
road. We will just have to take our
lumps. Everyone is getting opportu-
nities that maybe we wouldn’t have
had if everybody stayed healthy.”

Coach Ryan relied mostly on fresh-
man Taylor Sebolao to bring the ball
down court and set up the plays against
the 12-8 Warriors. Sebolao finished
with 11 points, including two 3-point-
ers, and added a pair of rebounds and
two assists.

“Taylor is a very good ball handler,”
said coach Ryan. “We are working on
building her confidence. It’s hard to

find a backup point guard, because
there’s a lot of making sure that every-
body is OK. We are not OK right now.
We are having a hard time finding
someone to convince us that we are
OK. It’s definitely a different look.”

On many occasions, the Raiders
were looking to get the ball into the
hands of freshman center Renee
Oliver, who finished with 10 points,
eight rebounds, two blocks and a tip,
a steal and one assist. Junior Becca
Kreyer hit a 3-pointer and added three
assists, a steal and four rebounds.
Erin Brown (3 rebounds), Kelsey
Meisch, Liz Gallo and Christine
Monroy (3 rebounds, 2 steals) each
scored 2 points.

The Warriors took advantage of the
inexperienced Raiders’ impatience,
created numerous steals and sped to a
26-12, halftime lead. Brielle
Macellara, who finished with 12
points, hit three 3-pointers in the half.
Amy Park, who also had 12 points,
hit a pair of 3-pointers, and Rosalie
Minovich hit one of her two 3-point-
ers in the half. The Raiders continued
to rush their passes and shooting in
the second half.

“I sound like a broken record some-
times,” coach Ryan said. “I say, ‘take
care of the ball.’ Sometimes, we are so
careless with our passes and our catches.
Without a shot clock, you can take your
time. You can set things back up again.
We feel so rushed sometimes. That’s
part of finding out who we are as a team.
What tempo do we work best at? Right
now, it’s definitely not fast.”
Watchung Hills 13 13 12 16 54
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5   7 10 10 32

Devils of the Week
Bob McKeon

 Dave Fishman
Boys Track

  

Patricia O’Connor
• Greater Union County Association of Realtors, Director

• Westfield, Scotch Plains and Cranford Specialist

• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses

• Short Sale, Foreclosure & Seniors Real Estate Specialist

If you are interested in a complimentary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / (908) 654-6560, x 120
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Patricia O’Connor
2009 Top Producer

Invite Patty in, and she’ll bring results!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING FOR THE BASKET…Raider Erin Brown, No. 14, dribbles toward
the basket in the game against Watchung Hills.

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

© 2010 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Heather Glen adult complex. 3 BR, 2 ½ BTH Carnegie model on
cul-de-sac. Entrance Foyer, granite Kit w/ SS appliances, 2 story
GREAT RM off Kit, 1st flr MBR w/whirpl BTH & WI Closet, 2nd flr
media rm, 2 BR & BTH, HWFLRS, 2 ZN HT/CAC, 1 car garage.Near
clubhouse, heated pool. $525,000. DIR: Prospect, Madison, left
on Fanwood Ave to complex or Jerusalem Rd to Fanwood Ave.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, February 28th • 1-4PM
323 Coldstream Court, Scotch Plains

Hye-Young Choi

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR®s Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001

Sales Associate

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue • 908-233-0065

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com
Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 866-835-4557

Visit ColdwellBankerMoves.com
for more information

Homebuyer Tax Credit
Opportunity is Knocking

*Certain income, purchase price limits, and primary resident rules may apply.

• Extended until April 30, 2010,

 close by June 30, 2010.

• Expanded to include buyers

 who have owned their current 

 home at least 5 years;  

 eligible for tax credit of up to

$6,500*.

• Continues to apply to fi rst-

time homebuyers or anyone

 who hasn’t owned a home in

 the last three years; eligible

 for tax credit of up to

 $8,000*.

Follow us on Twitter @ cbwestfield
Become a fan on Facebook @ Coldwell Banker Westfield NJ

CRANFORD $679,000
Spacious 5BR 3.5BA brick-front Co. Close to town/train.
Lrg Eat-in Kit. w/sliders overlooking patio & deep yard.

MLS: 2737972 908-233-0065

Impressive! Spac. top of line Kit. w/lrg cent isle opens to
FR w/fplc, 2-lvl Trex deck. Ingrnd heatd pool,1st fl Master
w/stunning BA, walkout Bsmt.
MLS: 2697416 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $459,000
NEW LISTING! Scotch Plains Col. w/open foyer, LR w/
fplc, formal DR, FR, spac. eat-in kit., 3 lovely BR w/good
closet space, nice patio, 2-car gar. & shed. Close to all.
MLS: 2747082 908-233-0065

FANWOOD $399,000
NEW LISTING! Spac. bi-level home. Open foyer, formal
LR & DR, Eat-in Kitchen. Hwd flrs under newer carpet,
3BR & full bath. Close to all!
MLS: 2746481 908-233-0065

SCOTCH PLAINS $349,000
NEW LISTING! Vintage 1-1/2 story custom Cape w/entry
foyer,sep dining area in Kit, 2nd br also used as den. Many
updates! DIR: Park Ave to S. Martine.
MLS: 2746624 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $959,000
NEW LISTING! Largest of Newman built custom Col.
splits in Stonehenge w/2 FR 3.1BA 2 wd-burning fplc,
charcoal grill in spac. Kit, prof. lndscpd, tons of storage.
MLS: 2747273 908-233-0065

WESTFIELD $599,000
Sunny Col w/updt EIK & BA, hwd flrs, antique wdwork, 1st
flr laund, LR w/fpl, 6BR, FDR w/walk-in bay wnd, nice yard
w/deck. Great locn. DIR: Summit to Everson.

MLS: 2734293 908-233-0065

MOUNTAINSIDE $995,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 02/21 1-4PM • 42 MaddaketOPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 2/28 1-4PM 1533 Martine Ave

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, 2/28 1-4PM  419 EversonOFFER ACCEPTED IN 5 DAYS


