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VENEZIA GETS CAREER-HIGH 31 PTS., 17 REBOUNDS

Devils Silence Cougars, 43-26;
Coach Marino Gets 100th Win

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Milestones marked the Westfield
High School girls stunning, 43-26,
victory over the Cranford Cougars on
February 16 in Cranford. First, senior
forward Diana Venezia scored a ca-
reer-high 31 points, which led to the
second milestone of coach Joe Marino
receiving his 100th victory as Blue
Devil head coach.

However, Venezia was not finished.
With 17 rebounds, she also tied her
career high, while adding two blocks
and two steals. Her offensive produc-
tion consisted of three 3-pointers,
eight buckets from the 2-point range

and six of seven free throws.
“We knew coming in that it would

be coach’s 100th win. We all wanted
to come out and play hard. We came
out with a shaky start, but after we
settled down, I thought we played
good team basketball,” Venezia said.

“She is a very good player,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Jackie Huber said. “I
have seen her play since she was a
freshman, and I knew she was going
to be good. It just shows how she has
blossomed as a player.”

“Thirty-one points! She went
crazy,” coach Marino said. “The girls
were ready to play today. We lost to
them the last time, and we played

well. We started off a little flat, but
then as the time went on, we made
things happen. They (Cranford) are a
well-coached team.”

The 15-6 Cougars had beaten the
Blue Devils, 48-40, on January 12. At
the time, the Blue Devils were strug-
gling with a 2-6 record. Since then,
the Blue Devils have reeled in 10
victories of 11 games. Their only loss
was to the Summit Hilltoppers, which
stung them at the buzzer to win, 44-
42. Interestingly, the Blue Devils’
next game was in the Union County
Tournament (UCT) on February 18,
so their hot streak has come at the

BARBER, SKIBITSKY PLACE 2ND; HENRY, KIM, JACOBS, STEINFELD 3RD

Blue Devil Kalimtzis, Raider Bundy Win
Titles at District 11 Wrestling Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excitement and plenty of very tight
bouts saturated the semifinals and
championship rounds of the District
11 Wrestling Tournament in Westfield
on February 20. In the end, top-10
ranked David Brearley (Bears) won
the team title with a total of 211.5 and
claimed six individual titles, includ-
ing the Outstanding Wrestler Award
(Dan Ries – 140 lbs).

The Cranford (C) Cougars placed
second with 156 points and claimed
five champions. Rahway (R) placed
third at 108, Linden (L) was fourth at
92, Westfield was fifth at 77, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood took sixth at 65.5,
followed by Elizabeth (E) at 46, New-
ark Central at 12 and Union Catholic

at 4 points.
Blue Devil Mike Kalimtzis drew

the top seed at 103 lbs and pinned
Raider Lucas Cimafonte with a double
arm bar in 55 seconds to advance to
the finals to face Josh Sheehy (L).

“I have seen him wrestle before. I
saw that his takedown is good, but I
am going to wrestle my match and
keep my defense going,” Kalimtzis
said.

Kalimtzis went to work immedi-
ately on Sheehy with a takedown
before pinning him with a half nelson
in 1:51 to claim the title.

“I saw an opening on a single, so I
took it. I kept the pressure on him and
made sure I wrestled my match,”
Kalimtzis said.

Previously, Cimafonte scored a
takedown in overtime to grab a 2-0
decision over Keith McCarthy (R).

Cougar Joe Giaccio used a series of
pipe wrench and two-on-one tilts to
claim a 16-0, 3:12, technical fall in
his opening 112-lb bout. Next, he
pinned Dan Tibere (L) with a figure
four of the head in 1:42.

“I took him down right away,”
Giaccio said. “He seemed easy to bar,
and I figure-foured that [head] and
got the quick pin. I am ready for the
finals. I’m ready to win.”

Giaccio was to face Bear Anthony
Madonia, whom he pinned in 38 sec-
onds for the county title.

“A lot of people may have thought
it was a fluke, but I am looking to do
the same thing this time. I think I

will,” Giaccio said.
This time, Giaccio punished

Madonia to record a 16-1, 5:59, tech-
nical fall for his third District 11 title.

Top-seeded Raider Tristan Bundy
received a bye at 125 lbs, before re-
cording a 16-1, 5:41, tech fall over
Ralph Stadtler (E) in the semis. On
the other side of the 125-lb bracket,
Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky recorded a
pair of takedowns and a reversal be-
fore pinning Quinton Anderson (R)
in 3:08 with a smothering half nelson.
In the semis, Skibitsky scored a re-
versal and punished Cougar Brian
Buontempo with some strong top
control to grab a 2-1 win and advance
to the finals to face Bundy.

“I knew he was a strong kid. I
would go to that half [nelson], but I

couldn’t turn him. Second period, I
got a reversal. Third period, my con-
ditioning is really what helped me
win that match. We condition harder
than any other team, and that paid off.
I rode him the entire third period
pretty much,” Skibitsky said.

“Troy was aggressive on top. I think
that’s where he won the match. He
wore the kid down,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Glen Kurz. “I thought
Troy wrestled a good match and he is
in good shape for the finals. I hope he
opens up a little bit more on his feet.”

Looking toward his bout with
Bundy, Skibitsky said, “He’s a good
wrestler. I’m just going to go out
there and work what I practice every
day. Hopefully, it will all go well for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Lady Blue Devils Win Section;
Boys Fall to BrH2O, 86-84

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PERTH AMBOY – If baseball is a
game of inches, then swimming is a
game of tenths, even hundredths of a
second.

And in the state tournament, where
every single point can be precious,
those tenths and hundredths of a sec-
ond can add up. Unfortunately for the
Westfield High School (WHS) boys
swim team, they added up to heart-
break last Thursday at the Raritan Bay
YMCA, when the second-seeded Blue
Devils fell to top-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan (B-R), 86-84, in a North 2,
Public A championship that was every
bit as close as the score indicated.
Bridgewater (10-2), which had lost to
WHS in the past three sectional finals
and six of the past eight, advanced to
the state semifinals.

The WHS girls (15-1), intent on
regaining the state Public A trophy,
rolled to a 96-74 victory over
Bridgewater-Raritan, a team they’d
beaten, 89-81, earlier in the season.
Senior Suzanne Lemberg won the
200-individual medley, the 100-free
and anchored two winning relays.
The girls faced North 1 winner,
Ridgewood, on February 23 and, with
a win, would be in the state final this
Sunday, 3:30 p.m., at the College of
New Jersey against the Atlantic City
vs. (defending state champ) West
Windsor-Plainsboro South winner.

The WHS boys (11-5) led from the
opening event through nine events.
But B-R went 1-2-5 in the breast-
stroke, for an 80-76 lead into the 400-
freestyle relay. WHS needed a 1-3
finish, while B-R could have won
with a 2-3 finish. And that’s what
happened. The WHS foursome of
Nick Boyle (49.77), Mike Oster
(50.23), Matt Daniel (50.76) and Matt
Meserole (46.35) went a season-best
3:17.11, but B-R easily took second
and third.

“Our kids swam their hearts out for

the most part,” WHS coach Jeff Knight
said. “But it seemed like their kids
wanted it a little more.”

After the 50-freestyle, WHS led
35-27 and was in good position to put
B-R away. But the next four events –
the 100-fly, 100-free, 500-free and
200-free relay – changed everything.
Knight had anticipated getting 35
points in those events but only got 28.
If it had been just 29 or 30 points,
Knight could have held Jack
Lorentzen out of the breaststroke and
had him for either the A or B final
relay, likely giving WHS a 1-3 finish
and the championship.

But only leading 71-69 after the
backstroke and knowing that B-R had
a possible 1-2-3 in the breaststroke,
Lorentzen was needed to break that
up, which he did with a third place.
When sophomore Alex Bond dropped
his best time two full seconds to a
1:06.77 for a surprise fourth place,
the score was B-R 80, WHS 76.

The meet came down to the final
relay – as it had in 2005 and 2006 –
and B-R had enough firepower left to
take the decisive B relay, and the
winning two points, by four seconds.

“They just stepped up more than
we did,” Knight said. “Bridgewater
swam a great meet.”

Ironically, WHS seemed to have
swum faster (and scored far more
power points) in its semifinal victory
over Montgomery, although there
were quite a few outstanding swims
against Bridgewater. Daniel, a fresh-
man, posted lifetime bests in the 200-
free (1:54.35) and 100-fly (57.96).
Freshman Tim Walsh was a surprise
winner in the 50-free (22.75). Sopho-
more Brennan Haley turned in best
times in the very tough 500-free
(5:05.90) to 100-backstroke (57.56)
double. Senior John Taylor had life-
time bests in the 200 (1:50.93) and
500 (5:08.79) freestyles.

“You want to talk about two teams
that bring out the best in each other,

that’s what you had here,” B-R coach
Sean Foley said.

But Westfield hasn’t been the state’s
dominant public school team the last
20 years because a handful of swim-
mers have big drops in the state tour-
nament. It’s usually been best times
across the board, by every swimmer.
That didn’t happen this time.

A tenth of a second here, a hun-
dredth of a second there, a touch-out
here, a touch-out there, and the WHS
boys would now be about 72 hours
from probably celebrating their state-
record 23rd state championship. In-
stead it is Bridgewater, which this
Sunday will likely be celebrating its
second title.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AVOIDING BACK POINTS…Blue Devil Troy Skibitsky, left, arches before rolling away from Raider Tristan Bundy in the
125-lb championship bout at the District 11 Tournament in Westfield on February 20. Bundy won, 3-1.

Probitas Verus Honos

Classic 10 room Center Hall Colonial with 4 bedrooms & 4+ baths offers prime location close to 
downtown shopping & top rated schools.  This charming home boasts a formal Dining Room & Living 
Room w/fireplace flanked by built-ins, 1st flr Office & Den, spacious Kitchen w/separate dining area & 
pantry, inviting patio overlooking fenced rear yard, hardwood floors, central air conditioning, new Pella 

windows and more!                                                                                                   Offered for $849,900

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

421 TUTTLE PARKWAY, WESTFIELD

Blue Devil boys break WHS
4x400 Record – See page 13


