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By Exiting ‘Comfort Zone’
We May Set Others Free

By REV. DR. MARK BOYEA

In his newest book, “America’s
Prophet,” bestselling author Bruce
Feiler examines the enormous influ-
ence that Moses has had on our
nation’s history not just religiously,
but politically and culturally as well.

As a frame of reference for the book’s
thesis, Feiler offers the suggestion that
Moses’ life was defined by “four
choices” which not only shaped his
own life’s course and character, but
also that of the Hebrew people. Each of
these four choices is associated with a
signature incident in Moses’ life.

The second of these incidents oc-
curs while Moses is still a young
man, very likely in the early adult-
hood stage of life. Following an epi-
sode in which he kills an Egyptian he
witnesses abusing one of his fellow
Hebrews, Moses flees Egypt and
winds up in a land called Midian.
While there, he finds a wife and settles
down, working for his father-in-law,
Jethro, a prosperous landowner.
Moses is living, as we’ve come to call
it, “The American Dream.”

However, God has other plans.
While Moses is out working in the
field one day, the Lord comes to him
in the form of a “burning bush” and
asks Moses to return to Egypt and
help God free the Jewish people from
their captivity. Moses is now faced,
as Feiler describes it, with his second
defining “life choice”: stay where he
is and continue to enjoy his comfort-
able existence, or follow God’s call
into the unknown.

As we know of course, Moses
chooses to answer God’s call. He re-
turns to Egypt and leads the Jewish
people out of captivity and on their way
to the Promised Land. And because of
that, both his own and an entire people’s

destiny are changed forever.
As those of us who are Christian and

our Jewish brothers and sisters enter the
most sacred seasons of Lent and Pass-
over, respectively, we are reminded that
God continually presents us with the
same choice Moses was given long ago
– remain affixed in the “comfortable”
place we are now (whether that comfort
is material, social or professional) or
follow God’s call into the unknown in
order to help free those who are some-
how in captivity in our time.

Today, there are still millions through-
out the world, as well as thousands in
this country, who are victims of human
trafficking and live in literal slavery.
Today, there are still millions who are
captive to physical, emotional, sexual
and substance abuse. Today, there are
still millions held in bondage by politi-
cal and religious systems that deny
them the opportunity to receive quality,
basic education. Will we choose to stay
in our comfortable “personal Midians”
or make the same choice that Moses
made and change both our own and
another’s destiny forever?

* * * * * * *
Reverend Boyea is senior minister of

the First Congregational Church, 125
Elmer Street in Westfield. On the March
6 edition of “Mountain Views,” a weekly
religious affairs program broadcast by
cable channel WMBC-TV, he has been
invited to discuss the issues of human
trafficking and modern-day slavery.

STITCHED WITH LOVE…The 17th annual Lenten Quilt-a-thon will take place
this Saturday, February 27, from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Holy Trinity Greek
Orthodox Church in Westfield. Volunteers of all ages are welcome to help make
quilts to be donated to at-risk babies at area hospitals and transitional homes.
Participants are asked to bring a pair of scissors and lunch or a snack. The church
is located at 250 Gallows Hill Road.

Stacy Roth to Celebrate Past
At ‘Good Old Colony Times’
GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-

lic Library will host a program with
historical interpreter and balladeer
Stacy Roth on Tuesday, March 9, at
7 p.m. Ms. Roth will present “Good
Old Colony Times,” a humorous
and informative collection of anec-
dotes and songs that tell of love,
courtship and politics in the 18th
century, performed in the attire of
the age to bring Colonial American
history to life.

An interpreter, museum educa-
tor, historian and information spe-
cialist, Ms. Roth has performed and
presented for museums, libraries,
schools, civic organizations and fes-
tivals throughout the area. She is a
speaker with the New Jersey Coun-
cil for the Humanities.

Ms. Roth holds a Bachelor of
Arts degree in History from Kean
College of New Jersey, a Master of
Arts degree in American Civiliza-
tion from the University of Penn-
sylvania and a Master of Library
Science degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity. She also is the author of
“Past Into Present: Effective Tech-
niques for First-Person Historical

Interpretation,” published by the
University of North Carolina Press,
1998.

Registration is required for this
event. Interested persons may sign
up at the information desk at the
library, by calling (908) 789-1670 or
online at youseemore.com/garwood
using the interactive calendar.

The Garwood Public Library is
located at 411 Third Avenue. It is
open Monday through Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Fridays from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

ROTARY BENEFICIARIES…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club members gather
with representatives of community organizations that received proceeds from the
club’s annual 50-50 raffle. Pictured, from left to right, are: Seated, Carol Kraus, Amy
Carow, Carol Perkins and her husband, Wales, and Louis Jung, and standing, Steve
Goldberg, Andy Calamaras, Bill McClintock, Club President Janet Strunk, Club
Secretary John Crisafulli, Sean Duffy, Karen Dreixler and Jim Checchio.

Rotary Club Raffle Proceeds
Benefit Local Organizations
SCOTCH PLAINS – Community

organizations that provide services
at low cost to those in need recently
received proceeds from the Rotary
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains’ an-
nual 50-50 raffle. The presentations
were made February 17 at the Colo-

nial-era Stage House Inn in Scotch
Plains.

Carol Kraus received a share of
nearly $15,000 raised from local do-
nors, to be used by Resolve Commu-
nity Counseling Center to help pro-
vide services on an income-based
sliding scale. Amy Carow received
funds to help extend leadership train-
ing to a range of students under the
auspices of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School Student Lead-
ership Council.

Louis Jung accepted support for
the Fanwood Community Founda-
tion. Andy Calamaras accepted a do-
nation for the Frazee House restora-
tion. Sean Duffy accepted on behalf
of the Dave Ringle Scholarship Fund.
Karen Dreixler accepted for the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA and
Jim Checchio accepted for the local
Athletic Boosters, the goals of which
include providing sports opportuni-
ties to youngsters who might not oth-
erwise be able to afford participation.

Carol Perkins won a top prize in
the raffle. Other prize winners were
Steve Goldberg and Bill McClintock.

According to the organization, the
efforts of Rotary Club President Janet
Strunk and Club Secretary John
Crisafulli made the complex raffle
successful.

The Rotary Club of Fanwood-
Scotch Plains invites interested
people to attend club luncheons any
Wednesday at 12:15 p.m. at Pantagis
Renaissance restaurant in Scotch
Plains. For more information, con-
tact Michael Dietrich at (908) 789-
3175 or membership@fsprotary.org.

Needle Nite on Tap
At Church March 5

FANWOOD – The monthly Needle
Nite events at the Fanwood Presbyte-
rian Church will continue on Friday,
March 5, at 7:30 p.m. in Westminster
Hall on Marian Avenue.

The focus will be on bags for wheel-
chairs and walkers, for which there is
a need at local hospitals and nursing
homes. Material, patterns, irons and
sewing machines will be available.

Most of the 10 quilts being made for
the Center for Hope Hospice are com-
pleted. They will be on display on Sun-
day, March 21, at 11:15 a.m. in the
dining hall of the church and then at the
Harvest Quilters’ quilt show on Satur-
day, March 27, at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.

The knit and crocheted items have
found varied places of need, including
Newark Beth Israel Hospital for new-
borns, nursing homes and Children’s
Specialized Hospital. Prayer shawls
have been delivered to the Willow
Grove Church for that ministry. Hel-
met liners for service people are sent
to those being deployed overseas. For
more information about these projects
or directions to the church, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891 or e-
mail fanwoodpress@erols.com.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

An Experienced Family Law Firm
Specializing In

Divorce · Alimony · Custody / Parenting Time

Child Support · Domestic Violence

Civil Union / Domestic Partnership Dissolution

Prenuptial Agreements · Adoptions

DYFS Litigation · Wills, Estates & Trusts

Residential Real Estate Closings

All major credit cards accepted
226 St. Paul Street, Westfield

Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq.

Lisa M. Black, Esq.

Jeanette E. Backmann, Esq.

DULINSKI
BLACK&

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 908-233-7400
www.dulinskiandblack.com

Your Hometown Used Car Dealer

Westfield

“Experts In Special Order”

J.T. Auto Sales
Jeff O’Connor  (908) 232-6022

Since 1976
email: jeff@jtautos.com

web: cars.com/jtautosales

Need a special car?

We’ll find it!

Caregivers Meeting
On Tap For Monday
WESTFIELD – A support group for

those caring for elderly or chronically
ill loved ones will meet on Monday,
March 1, at 8 p.m. in the parish center
of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located on Lamberts Mill Road in
Westfield. Meetings are held on the
first non-holiday Monday of each
month. These are information and shar-
ing sessions. For more information,
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Lions Club to Hold
Pancake Breakfast

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will hold a pancake
breakfast on Sunday, March 7, from 8
a.m. to noon at the Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club, located at Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will include pancakes, eggs, ham
and sausage, along with juice, cof-
fee, tea and milk. The cost of the
breakfast is $6. Children under age 6
may attend for free. Tickets may be
purchased at the door or in advance
from a Lions Club member.

The event is one of multiple
fundraisers held by this Lions Club,
the proceeds of which are distrib-
uted to local charities and commu-
nity activities, with a particular em-
phasis on organizations throughout
the area that serve the blind and
visually impaired. For more infor-
mation on the Scotch Plains Lions
Pancake Breakfast or to reserve a
spot, call Pancake Breakfast Chair-
man Ron Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

AARP Chapter Sets
Meeting For Monday
WESTFIELD – Westfield Area

Chapter 4137 of the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons (AARP)
will meet next on Monday, March 1,
at 1 p.m. at the Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at Plainfield Avenue
and Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plains.

Program Co-Chairman Ilse
Heinemeyer has arranged for Dr.
Karen Kulikowski to be the guest
speaker. A professor of Health Re-
lated Professions/UMDNJ, Depart-
ment of Allied Dental Education in
Scotch Plains, she will discuss the
multiple dental services offered to
the general public. Dental students
perform these services under ap-
propriate supervision, and the stu-
dents are marked on the kind of
work they do.

Skeets Kuzmuk, community ser-
vices chairman, is collecting non-
perishable food items to be given to
the Westfield Food Pantry. Lottie
Sworen is collecting Campbell’s
Soup labels and metal pull tabs for
various veterans’ causes.

A social hour with refreshments
will follow the business meeting.
Westfield Area Chapter 4137 invites
area residents to attend its meetings
and to join the local chapter.

Library Ceremony to Mark
Debut of Museum Posters

WESTFIELD – Gail Stavitsky, chief
curator of the Montclair Art Museum,
will be guest speaker at a ceremony
this Saturday, February 27, at 1:30
p.m. marking the opening of a perma-
nent exhibit of museum posters at the
Westfield Memorial Library. The event
will take place at the library, located at
550 East Broad Street.

Ms. Stavitsky’s talk will focus on
two of the top shows hosted by the
Montclair Museum, including the
recently opened “A Force of Change:
African-American Art and the Julius
Rosenwald Fund.”

The Rosenwald Fund enabled art-
ists and writers to pursue their artistic
visions. Represented in the exhibit is
the work of 20 artists – among them
Jacob Lawrence and Elizabeth Catlett
– who received Rosenwald fellow-
ships from 1928 to 1948. Ms. Stavitsky

will discuss the show’s emphasis on
the power of philanthropy to affect
artistic and social progress.

She also will present an overview
of “Cezanne and American Modern-
ism,” the subject of a show that closed
recently at the museum and attracted
much attention from visitors and the
media.

The Friends of the Westfield Li-
brary will host the event, which will
unveil framed posters representing
all of the museums involved in the
library’s museum pass program. The
posters will line the walls of the
library’s meeting room. Linnea
Rhodes, co-president of the Friends,
is coordinating the poster project.

This program will be free and open
to the public. For more information,
contact Linnea Rhodes at
linneawrhodes@gmail.com.

PRECIOUS CARGO - HUGE SALE

up to 50% OFF, Raffles, Trunk Shows & more!

SHELLY BELLY MATERNITY

Great Clothing Sale 40 - 60% OFF, plus Giveaways!

BELLINI FURNITURE

Coupons for 25% off  Bellini Brand Furniture!

BABY LAYETTE EVENT!

Now is the time to plan for your “precious cargo” on the way!

Where:

2 W. Northfield Rd. • Livingston, NJ

Don’t Miss Out! Call for details  973-994-4040

One Week Event

When: Wed., February 24 thru
Wed., March 3 (9:30 - 5:30), Closed Sun.

Just Peanuts...

that’s all it Costs

 for fast action, place a Classified Ad in

THE WESTFIELD LEADER &

THE SCOTCH PLAINS FANWOOD TIMES

with speedy, successful results.

Nothing succeeds like success - and Classified Ads 

are traditionally successful.

CALL 908-232-4407 TO PLACE YOUR AD

BY OR BEFORE TUESDAY AT 5 P.M.

or submit your Ad online at 

www.goleader.com/classifieds


